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FliKFACE.

in Christ, whatever disputes may have been raised

about iu nature, is allowed on all hands to be a capital doctrine

of the gospel) and essential to a ChrUtiaa*

In full agreement witli the great lights of the primitive

church, our own, ajul all the reformed ones, I uiidcrstaiid by it

a dependence upon Christ for righteousness and strength, as

having]wid to the justice of God fuU satisfiwtion for his broken

law, and obtained acceptsnce for all beHevers in his name, to

the rcwaiti of eternal life. Should an explanation of this point,

now it seems so offensiTe to many» be demanded^ the following

is humbly sid>mitted to consideratioiw

* Sin is the transgression of God*s law, which, so soon as

broken, subjects us to its penalty. The first sin of the first

man is a decisive proof of this truth, standing ia the front of

the Bible, a perpetual important lesson of bstructioii to man*

Idnd, in a pointwMch otherwise could not have been known by

them ; and which, noiwitiistanding the solemnity of its delivery,

they are always apt to overlook* But this fact ought very par-

ticularly to be considered, because designed to give us a clear

insight into the nature of God, and the nature of sin, and as a

key to the subsequent discoveries of scripture. For if the sin

of eating the forbidden fruit, involving in its fatal consequences

the whole human race, could not tie pardoned, we may &irly

presume, sin has always the same nature in the eyes of an un-

changeable God. Therefore, every sin, as an act of disobedi-

ence and rebellion against him, must be the object of his dis*

pleasure at all times, and for ever separate from him every soul

of man in whom it is fouad unpurdgned and unpurgcd*
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This gives an alarming view of our condition under siw, im?

mediately exciting this question. How are ftinn^rs to be re&tor-

^ to the fiiTOur of God ? An inquiiy) ofall ofhen the mostim*

portant. And you we agun dedted to keep your eye fixed

Upon the sctiptui'e character of God, his holiness, or hatred of

am, and iDflexible will to puoiah it, remembering, at the same

time, that every act of disobedience has the same accursed na-

tui*e with the firsi, snd as certainly exposes the offender to con-

demnation*

If you refuse to admit this awful account of the nature ofun,

and of God, because contrary to the idea you have framed of

him, and derogatory, us yoi^^ ituicy, to his perfections, youai c

then required to prove under what age of the world, or in what

part of scripture you find it recorded, that God has revoked

his decree against sin, and made a change in the law given to

jnan at his crcutioa. This life upon obedience, and, in

case of transgression, death. The scripture, on tlic contrary,

in perfect harmony with itself, acquaints us, that at the second*

promulgation of the law, God appeared in the same majesty and'

sovereignty, and with the san^ic denunciation of wrath against

sinners, as he did at tlie beginning. Cursed is every one that

condnueth not in all things which are written in the book of the

lawtodotheni.** On whidi we may observe, by the way, that

as more than temporal death was necessarily implied in the

threatening and curse to the Jews, because that, they knew, was

the unavoidable doom of all mankind, whether they obeyed or

not ; so it naturally suggests to us, that the first threatening,

In the day thou catest thereof thou slialt surely die, " was o£

the same extent, and its meaning precisely detennincd by it.

However, in the second there is no relaxation of the first ;

'

no contraiy declaration concerning the case of pfTenders, nor

the leabt intimation of any change in the will of God with res-

pect to 9in. Indeed, such a variation or inconsistency in th^

character of Qod, as given by himself, would be an argument

of infinitely greater force than any yet alleged againat the trutli

of the Bible.
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PREFACE. $

The^acr Uien is certsdn ; the wages of sin is death) and al-

wayswiU lie SO) while God remains unchatigesble* What he

publiilied by his first co^eoaiiti in the person of Adam given

to all mankind, he renewed and confirmed by the delivery of

the law of Moses, which, as St Paul observes, Gal. iii. 19,

« was added because of transgressions) that their desert might

be known, that the offence might aboimd)'* Rom. y. In its

penalty and curse unto death, now once more solemnly award-

ed agsdnst every offender, and every offence.

Besides these two grand manifestations of the nature and

will ofGod, the evil of sini and the manner inwhich itis to be

treated, we know of no other. And both are exemplified in the

judgments recorded throughout scripture, especially in the

death of Christ, as so many confirmations of God's unalterable

purpose of dealing with shiners aocor^g to those declarations.

Very striking and awful indeed they are. Yet here we must

rest the point for ever, unless we would take upon us, as we

do from one age to another^ with horrid presumption^ to esti^

mate the guilt of^ from our own false notions of it, to pre-*

scribe a law to God, to divest hi in of liis supreme domiiiiou, to

oavil at his wisdom, and detluoue his justice.

But let the reason of maU) short as it is^ be judge in this

cause. The decree is gone out from the Ahnighty, and standi

unrepealed m the revelation he has made of himself : " Cui sed

is every one that continucth not in all things written in the book

of the law to do them/' Suppose now» for amomenti we are

at Uberty to call his decree In question, and make allowance for

bomc biii. Wliat is that sin ? And if for one, why not two or

more, and where will you stop i If once you tal^^ it out of

God's handSf there will be no end of pleading for transgres*

don, no dread of it, no sense of good and evil, novsubmisuon

to God's authority, no obedience upon earth. Th# conclusion

is evident, if all have sinned> all stand condemned by the sen-

tence of ajust God*

The covenant of redemption, in which mercy and truth meet

togethfr> righteousness and poace kiss each other, and God i»
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6 PREFACE.

. 6otb jtt«t and the justifiertiflum that believeth in Jeiusy it not

Jicre to be fully opened. We are now to prove the necessity

of depoideDceibr salvation oa the death and righteouaoeM of

Christy from tlio precedipg. account of God'a unaltmble ju»»

tice, and from the guilt ofsm being in all ages the same. And
unless we are declared free from that guilt, and mvested wiiH

ft title to eternal U£b» hovr can we be saved I If we hava nofr

lighteousness in ounelTeat where must we look for ity but ae

oadating solely in the person «f Jesus Christ ? Depeadencot

therefore, upon that righteousness as appointed by God for

sinners to confide in, is the precious faith of the gospel bj

which the just live^ and live etemallf• Asno other will recoil

die the divine attributes, oranswer the exigencies ofmankind,

concluded under sin, and always sinners, so nothing else must

he the ground of our hope towards God*

JVb| W9rk$* Alas ! we^have none that will bear to be weigh-

ed in God*s balance, or answer the demands of his justice. Be
iair and honest here, as it is a matter of life and death* Then

examine what you think your best action^ or the most excellent

grace in your soul. Bring it to the touchstone, the straight

rule of the commandment, which reaches the heart and all it*

motions. In the matter or manner, principle or end, be assur«

edf you will find some grievous flaw m it» and condemnation

tyour desert) instead <^ reward. Let Hooker, whpse judgment

or piety none ever questioned, who have studied his writings,

be heard on tius head. "If God, (said he), should miikc us an

offer thus large>-*Search idl the generations of men since the

fall of our first Either Adam ; find one man tliat hath done one

action which hath passed from hlin pure, without any stain or

blemish at all ; and for that one man's only action, neither man
nor angel shall feel the torments which are prepared for both*

Do you iWnk that this ransom to deliver men and angels

could be foiuid among the sons of mcaV'^I^iscouise unJus'

Vjication,

JVb^ Sincerity. This has been long adopted into our divini*

as if it were the gracious c(»idition of the i3iew covenant, in
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PEEFACE. f

oppoaition to the law of perfect obedience. But it is no wiiero

mentiaiied in scripture a» such. Yet so great a variation^ in

m nattor efTast importance) from every otber revcJation Qod
has been pleased to make of himself, and the way of aeceptance

with him, need be very distinctly and strongly marked. But

when we call for scripture proof, none is produced. It is in*

deed altogeUier a claim ofhuman intentfoo, an acknowledged

defect of obedience. Consequently an absolute forfeiture, de«

Uvering us up to justice, so long as the law of perfect obedience

aiands in ^1 force i^^ainst us. And let the reader determifle^

aftei* what has been said, whether that lawwas not designed to

be a perpetUkd stAiidard of the wily obcdiciKC (iod accept

from man as his duty, ot how and when it was abrogated. *

:Abi Faith ^tmd Work9^ consideTed as co-operating to our

justificatioD) and both together making our ci«m to accept

tancc ; for works which have the nature of sin, and are con**

fessed to have it by those who call in the aid of faith to supply

Hieir imperfection,must be excluded from any share in ourjus*

^ficadoftf because die grand <fifficaliy sdll remains* Justice

must be satisfied, and tlie law fulfilled ; with all our duties sin

is mixed, and our case desperate as to this remedy, unless the

aew covenantbe supposed a relaxation ofeyeryprece^g one

in respect of God's judgment of sin, and that, now in this last

age ofthe world, he has revealed himself as acting under a dis-

penring power, and discharging sm of its guik.

But this is a dangerous expedient without warrant from rea^

son or scripture. By scripLui c we arc tai]t2;Iit our whole deliv-

mnce from the curse of the law ; and the answer ofa good con-

science to its demands, is the righteousness ofChrist, satisfying

tfie divine justice, and to the pndae of the glory ofhis grace im-

puted to sinners for salvation. This is the anchor of the soul,

sure and steadfiist, full security, our first and only justification.

The notion of a Jhrst and 9€cond is the offspring of pride,

4q)po»ng the truth ofGod. For surely these justifiers of them^

selves make no account of the justice of God, as still cxistin?^

iariU ita rigour^ bQt substitute instead of perfection what fidis
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infinitely short of it« Yet the nature of God, and of dlni re*

mains always the same ; consequently we are as much undone

as ever, if gospel grace extendftno Luther than to the first bea*

efit of forgiveness) when we are admitted into the Christian

covenant. This is dropping fidth at the begimung ofour con-

version, as a thing oi no farther use. On the contrary, we ai^e

assured the just shall live by ^th, not once but always, in every

step of his progress^ at the hour of death, and the day of jiidg- '

snent. It is not meant) that fiuth has any such effect merely as

a work and righteousness of our own. No, it consists in a de-

nial of the merits of all works, qualifications^ or habits in man.

Its. essence is dnfeigned sulimission to the righteousness of

God, and entire dependence upon it as freely given to us*

Which may furnish an answer to those who ask, why may not

imperfect works justify^ as well as imperfect iaith I supposing;
*

truly that one is no more perfiect than tlie otiier, Tlie reason

is» that the sole eternal condition of justification by works is

their perfection ; consequently a claim founded on tliem must

either be made good) or wholly relinquished. Whereas &ithf

though it may be weak and imperfect) instead of exalting itsdf

against the justice of God, and standing before him in the con*

fidence of a lie, puts ail from itself) giving the whole glory of

salvation where it is due*

We shall close this argument observing, that fidth is

not understood, much less possessed, if it produce not more

holiness than could possibly be any other way attained. The
charge of vacating the UkW) as a rule of lifiS) followed close

upon the first preaching of salvation by fiuth ; and a base sus-

picion of its being prejudicial to the interests of virtue is hard-

ly ever rooted out of the minds of men, till they themselves

experience the power of fidth. But this can have no weight

with those who remember the decision our Lord has made on

this point, m opposition to the conceii oi a proud pretending

Pharisee ; to whom little i9forgiven^ the same loveth little j

]LiUke vii. 47.
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PREFACE. •

\Vc acknowledge^ we strenuously maintain the heart of man

is exceedij^ly depraved. But you exteDd this matter beyond

all bouodsf and charge much greater corru]ition upon £illea
'

man than you are aware of,^cn you suppose the superw

abundant love of God, manifested iii the plan of redemptiont

can kindle no love, and excite no gratitude^ On the contrary)

H is the peculiar honour of gospel graee, that it humbles everf

believer in the dust, fills him with just apprehensions of the

siniuincss of sin) raises him from his dead state, to establish

him in the truth of obedience from love to God* and holy admi*

ration of his adorable perfectlona. And if the gospel be net

thus effectual, through the Holy Ghost, to every sinner who

leally believes it ; if the love of the ever-blessed Trinity dose

aot put all the powers of the soul inniolMii to make some sul^

able returns, our condition is indeed hopeless. And we ma^

venture to affimi that a zeal for works truly Christian can be

built on no other foundation ; and that a desire to perfect holi*

iiess will never take place in the heart of maUf bilt under u

sense of redeembg grace^ and the great salvation it sets be-^

fore us.

A neglecty and even avowed contempt of this doctrine is the

characteristic of our age» and the gospel motive to obedience

we in general cease to mculcate, though we call ourselves

Christians. But in vain do we attempt to revive the decayed

spirit of religion, and establish a pure moralityon any other than

scripture grounds. A spurious kfaid of it» outward, partial^

eldefly founded on love of reputation, with little regard to God,

nature itself can discern, and in some measure attain. Poor^

ttean attainment i Yet nature is most unreasonably prone to

substitute this in the place of inward and spiritual religion, to

which it is altogether averse. But true iioliness, that is, pro-

found self-abasement and subjection to the Father of Spirits,

from love ofhisnature aud will, with ardent longings after puri«

•t^ ofheart) is the genuine product ofUvely fiuth; and I siiy a^ain^
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no where to be fbund, till the eyer^ilessed nlme of lesut, ht9^

^racc aiid liis truih, his coiupcssionate heart, dying iove, ^ind

ali-peifect obecUeuce, are tlie iueditkUon> deUght^ and confi-

dence of the soul towards God*

, Upon these principles, I h^ve endeavoured to delineate xM
Complete Duty of Man. The book bears this title, not trum.

any arrogant conceit the author holds of its worth} hut from its

comprehending the doctrines^ as well as the precepts peculiar

to the church ofGod ; from its placing things in their proper

order, and preparing the w. y to Christiaii prciCiice, by Chris-

tian iaitbi and to faith by .conviction of sin. The Whole Duty

of Man^so called^ has been long in possession ofgeneral esteenw

and is to be ibund in most &milie8. But it is evident that cele-'

brated trcdtise w**nts the great thing needful to obtain the very

endfoi* which il was written ^ &ince Clirist the lawgiver will al-

ways speak in vain^ without Christ the Saviour is first known*

Christian morality is produced and maintained by this principle

—»We iove God, because he first loved us, and sent his Son 19

be the propitiation ibr our sins. All treatises, thereioi e, writ-

ten to promote holiness oflifet must be deplorably defective^ un^

less the cross of Christ be laid asthe fotmdation, constantly kept

in view, and every duty enforced, as hav'ing relation to the Re-

deemer. This is the apostle's doctru^e, and method ofinculcat'

ing Chrisdan obedience ; and all other is Pharisaical^ or only a

more refined species of self-righteousness.

It is propi-r to appi izc tiio reuder, that in the chapters on rc-

pciitancey tiiere are some paragi^uplis taken from Mr* Diekin-

soix's letters $ and in those chapters on the foundation of fidthy

several fine sentiments from Mr. Maclaurin's Sermon on the

Giory of the Ci oss of Christ. In a few other places, where a

mastei'iy argument or beautiful illustration upon the subject

occurred^ I have taken the liberty of enriching with it mf
own work.

I liavc notliing further to add, but my earnest request to the

Fountain of ail good> that it may please him to make the foUoW*

I
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1

ing sheets useful. Useful to give the reader knowledge ofhis

glorious Li(iiiie--^(tnd a conviction ofhuman ignonmcey guiit^ and
deprAvil7» which may endear the name of the Redeemer, and
create humility of mind, witli tender compassion towards each

other. Useful, to make evident the pardon, strength, peace,

and righteousness, which ennoble all who have scriptural f<dth

In Christ—that both fohnai and deistical raligion may appear
the despicable things they are, and an earnest expectation be ex-
cited in all who read this volume, of beholding the meridian glo-

ry of Christianity in heaven, where eveiy creature breaks forth

in £BTvent acknowledgment of infinite obligation,' saying,

^ Worthy is the Lamb that was slain, to receive power, and
riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and
blessing." •

,
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I

DUTY OF MAN,

SUNDAY I.

CHAP. I.

On tlie excellent Worth of the Soul.

It is evident man is made with an active principle

eutiiely distinct from his body* For this is chained

down to a spot of earth, no more than a mass of tin*

conscious matter. But bis soul can expatiate in

contemplation, reflection, and, with infinite variety,

compare tlic numberless objects which prtbcnt them-
selves before it. When his body has attained ma-
turity, his soul arrives not to perfection, but increa- ^

ses in ivisdom and knowledge ; and when the feeble

body is sinking in decay, the soul is often full of
vigour, and feels joy or anguish all its own.
To demonstrate the worth of the soul, so admi-

rable in its properties, will be of great use : because

aU that the term religion comprehends respects

the soul. And many precepts in the word of God
must be judged unreasonable, or prove irkbome, till

the salvation of the sou! is known to be the greatest

good man can attain ; the loss of it the greatest evil

Secan sufier.
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U COMPLETE DUTY OF MAN.

To prove this point, I shall make ipy appeal to

observation and scripture, entirely waving all abstract

reasoning about the nature of the soul.*

Experience then powerfully proves the excellent

worth of the soul. For what is the case of thousands
around you, if it has not aheadjr been your own IP

Are they not mourning over some tender parent,

near relation, or affectionate friend ? How greatly

did they value the dear deceased ! How useful, or

how entertaining ! Perhaps the head, the comfort of

fhe whole family—perhaps in the prime of life and
beauty. Behold the sudden, bitter, prodigious trans*

formation ! The desirable object is become a putrid

mass, insufferably loathsome, fit only for the grave.

X)o you ask how, in so small a space of time, what
was before admired should become hideous even to

look on ? The answer loudly proclaims the excellent

worth of the soul. For could the dead parent, re*

lation, or friend, speak to you ou the subject, his

answer would be to this effect

:

Aillicted and surprised, you bewail, with tears

of tenderness, the frightful change you see in a
form long so familar and pleasing to you. Know
the cause. The immortal inhabitant which lodged

for a few years under this roof of flesh is gone.

My soul, by its presence, gave life, motion, and
beauty to my body* The instant the one took its

destined flight, the other began to turn into an of*

fensive carcase, which must moulder into dust, and

* Our inquiries about the nature of the soul (says Lord Ba**

con) mustbebound over at last to religion, for otherwise thef
still lie open to many errors. For since the substance of the

'

soul was not deduced from the mass of heaven and earth, but
immediately from God, how can the knowledge of the reasona*

ble soul be derived from philosophy ? It must be drawn from
the same inspiration from whence its substance first flowed*

Mvancement qfLearning'* bookiv* ch. 3.
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COMPLETE DUTt OF MAN. it

dust remain, till his voice, who is the resurrection

aiid the life^ unites it for ever with its former ia*

mate.
Fiom this striking difference between a dear pa-

rent, relation, or friend, active, useful, entertainin,^^

aiid the cold pale piece of outcast earth he instanUy

becomes upon the departure of his soul into eternity^

understand what must be its excellent worth.

From observing this fact, daily passing before our
•yes, turn to the page given by inspiration of God.
Nothing can be conceived more grand tlian the scrip-

ture account of the soul.

Look up to the heavens ; immensely high, im-
measureably wide as they axe.

.
God only spoke» and

instantly, with all thdr host, they had their being;

The earth, the sea, the air, with all their millions

of inhabitants, were formed in the same manneri
But before the human soul comes into being, a coun-
cil of the Trinity is held. God said» Let us make
man in our image, after our likeness. So God cre^

ated man in his own image, in the image of God cre-

ated he him," Gen. i. 26. 37. He formed his soul,

in its moral faculties and powers, a sinless immortal
ima6:e of himself.

To ruin so grand a being was an attempt equal •

to the execrable malice which Satan bore against

God, and the favourite work of his hands. But no
sooner did Satan bring the soul of Adam nigh to

everlasting destruction, than the method used to re-

cover itdeclared a second time, still more loudly the

exceeding greatness of its worth. This must be
granted, if you take a just survey of his majesty,

who alone was sufficient to redeem it. Before hinji

the countless multitudes which people the whole
earth, with all their wealth andppmp, are less than
nothing and vanity. Before his incomprehensible

glory, the height of the mountains, and the.unfath*

c
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It COMPLETE DUTY OF MAN.

omable depth of the sea, the dimensioiis of the earth,

and the circuit of the skies, are as the small dust of

the balance. This U he, behold him, behold him!*
who takes upon himself a work impossible for an-

gels to elVect, the redemption of the soul. He takes

upon himself to replace it in union and communion
with God ; not by the word of his mouth, as in the

day when he made the heavens and the earth, but by
a work infinitely costly ; by a process of many pain-

ful steps, each of them mysterious and astomsliing

to angels, as well as to men.

To redeem the soul, he is born of a poor virgini

)n the likeness of sinful flesh ; he lives afflicted, in*

suited, oppressed above measure, till in his death he
is made sin and a curse, oficnng up to the Father a

divine obedience, and a death fully satisfactory to his

broken law.

From considering duly who this Redeemer is, and
what he hath done, you must conclude that every

thing the world admires as excellent, or extols as

valuable, is unspeakably mean, when put in the ba-

lance agauist the worth of the soul.

It is, indeed, a matter of the utmost difficulty to

believe, that the word, who is God, did abase bim«
self to the death of the cross, a ransom for the souL
Here reason is lost in the unfathomable mystery,

and, if left to itself, leads to an obstinate denial of the

feet. The means used to prevent this efiect, full of

blasphemy against God, and perdition to ourselves,

forcibly proves the soul's excellent worth. For the

V same JEternai Spirit, which in the beginning bi ought

* The reader is desired, as he would not injure the Redeem-'

er by unworthy thoughts ofhis person^ to meditate on the grand
things Isaiah speaks of the Mesiah. The 40th chapter) from
whence the above descripdon c£ bis glory is extracted, puts it

oat of question, that he is the true God« The 6tb, the 9^f
and the 35th, each prove the same to demonstrauon.
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Kght out of darkness, order and beauty out ofchaoa^

comes down from heaven to attest this truth. He
shall ^loriA inc, saith Chrii^t, for he shall receive

of mint, aii(J shall shew it unto you," Johnxvi. 14,

Displaying the glory of the person and work oi the

Redeemer who came to seek and to save that which

was lost.

Judge now what must be tlie soul's excellent worth,

which orij^lnally was the offspring of God, and made
in his image ; then the purchase oi the biood of his

equal Sou ; and, at length, the pupil of the Holy
Ghosty to be educated under hia eye and influence

for heaven When nobility stoops to the office of a
teacher, nothing beneath the heir of a kingdom is the

scholar^ How great then must be the worth of the

soul, which has the Spirit of God for its appointed

instructor and continual guide ! Funher, consida*

that height in glory, or dire extremity of woe, which
must be the endless condition of every soul. Man,
on revolting from God, was banished from all com*
merce with tlie blessed spirits of heaven. But when
a few years have taken their flight, if salvation has
been accepted, the soul sJiall be as the angels of God,
clothed widi a body refulgent like the sun; raised to

a perfection exceeding our highest reach of thought,

all its faculties infinitely surpassing in exceUei>ce the

outward beauty with which it b arrayed. Now, as

we always estimate the grandeur of a person from
the c xyliteJ btation he is born to bear, and the pobbes-

si(jns ht; slxall one day call his own, how amazingly

great must the worth of the soul be, since, unless

ruined by incorrigible contempt of God, it shall in-

herit the riches of eternity, minister before his throne,

and drink of rivers of pleasures, which aie at his

right hand, forever more!

On the other hand, tlic scripture account of their

liGiiserie9» wlio perish, as strongly proves the same
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truth, though it be distressing to consider their one.
For ifthe soul be notAdmitted, through the Saviwr's
mediation, into heaven, O sad alternative ! its doom
(like a sentence pronounced on ofleuders whose high

distinction serves only to inflame their guilt) strikes

US with horror. It must, indeed, be banished to an
inconceivable distance firom God, and separated by
and impassable gulph. It must have him for the

avenger of all its crimes, in comparison of whose
strength, all created might is weaker than a new-bom
babe. That arm is to be stretched out against it

which shoots the planets in their rounds, and taketh

up the isles as a very little thing. The soul which
ptrir>hes is to suffer punishment the same in kind

tvith the avowed enemy of the blessed God, whose
only aim, since his fall from heaven, has been to

undermine and oppose Christ's kingdom ; who has

already seduced souls without number, and will go
on in enmity against his Maker, till eternal ven-

geance fails on his head. Though not in equal tor-

ment, yet in the same hell with this execrable be-

ing, the soul which perishes must endure the wrath

to come.
Whether you regard, therefore, the felicity or ruin,

one oi which, in a few fleeting years, the soul must
feel, you will find it hard to determine, which of

the two most loudly declares its grandeur.

These evidences, obvious in the scripture page,

demonstrate that the poorest beggar possesses a dig-

nity in his own person greater, above expression,

than all the world can give him. 77?^ soul tvithin^

by which he thinks, and reasons, and acts, surpas*

ses in worth all the eye ever saw, or the iancy ever
formed. Before one such immortal being, the mag-
nificence even of the natural world is diminutive, be-

cause transient. All these thinf^s wax old, as doth

a garment, and all th^ works of nature sliall be buraii

uiyiii^cu Dy GoOglc
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S;
but the years of the soul, in happiness or woe»

e its Maker, remain unchangeable.

From considering, with due attention, these proofs

of the excellent worth of the ^oul, you will under-

stand the ground of that astonishing assertion, irom
the mouth of Christ, that in Heaven the seat of giorjr^

and among angels, whose thought can never stoop to

any thing low, " there is joy over one sinner that re-

pentcth.** You will understand why the Lord God
almighty gives such solemn warnmgs, such press-

ing calls, such affectionate entreaties to sinful men,
to bring th^m to feel a just concern for themselves.

These things bear exact proportion to the worth of an
immortal soul.

SUNDAY II.

CHAP. II.
I*

af-

'IJie Knowledge of the Soul's excellent y/ortb necesmind
to perfoim Christian Obedience.

Naturally we pursue^ which greediness, t^

gratifications of sense, and the things oftime. Wh^
we enter on the stage of life, the amusements of Ibf.

ly and the pleasures of sin captivate us, as the chief,

if not the only sources of delight. Hence youth are

very shy of religion, notwithstanding its rich pro-

mises of present peace and joy, and of eternal life in

the world to come. They regard it as a malevolent

fpe to their^pieasures. But soon as they percrivc the

excellent worth of their souls, they supremely value

Digitized by Google



COMPLETE DUTY OF MAN.

and earnestly pursue things unseen and eternal.

Thus informed, every prejudice against religion

ceases and the language even of youthful hearts is

this:

The bloom of (kiys, and the vi^i^our of my
life, shall hr .lii r rid to my bciit, my everlastijig iiu

terest. A clear abiding conviction of my soul's im-
mortal nature, has delivered me from listening to the

flatterinf^ solicitation of my lusts, and broken the

mat^^ic force of the ir ci ulI enchantments."

Through the several succeeding stiigcs in life, no
less than in ) outh, this knowledge is equally need-

ful. Nothing less can with certainly be depended
on, to preserve men inviolably honest amidst the

temptations which abound in trade, and in every

profession. For the coflee-house, the change, the

university, with every private circle of company,
pour out infectious discourse, and, by perpetual

praise of wealth, inflame us with desires after it.

Hence spring deceit and roguery, the diseases of

trade, which ruin tliousands. They are engendered

by rage after money, as the chief good of men,
'^his wide-spread evil nothing can control, but a

( persuasion of the soul's inestimable worth. £s-
Jish this, immediately every false defiling idea of

•:n and worldly prosperity appears in its folly uud
formity. Trade will then be carried on with tem-

.rance of aiftction; an enlightened conscience, like

. vigilant sentinel, will sound an alarm in every hour
^iyf danger, and enable the man of business to conquer
wliat led him captive before. For to all that would
lead him to tnmsgress, he will naturally 7;ow say, as

he feels, " What is a man profited, if he shall gain

the whole world, and lose his own soul ? and what
shall a man give in exchange for his soul

Furtlier, ilie ground ofi^eai prayei', and success in

•it, calircly depends iu kuowicdge of tiic soul's wortlu
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Hypocrisy, in addresses from one man to another,

ifi detestable ; how much more in cqnTessions or
petitions before God ? Yet prax er can be no better

than hypocrisy, till the supplicant feels the worth of
his immortal spirit. Wrath revealed a^^ainst sin,

deliverance from its dominion and defilement, sup-

plies of grace and spiritual consolation, are empty
sounds, tiU the salvation o^ the soul is our grand
concern* For, in the nature of things, there can be
no cries to God Irom the heart la pra\er, where we
apprehend no great misery, ii we fail ; nor hope for

any considerable advantage, though crowned with

6XKx;es&. We may , indeed, personate in a closet, or
at church, a man in earnest seeking after God, by
constantly using the prayers one of that eharacter

would pour out before liim with the noblest sensi-

bility. But tiU we are deeply conscious of the soul's ,

wordi, we act n part on our knees in secret, or at

church, as much as players do upon the stage. Wc
appear at certain times in a character no more our
own, than what they assume on the theatre, is theirs.

Hence multitudes, constandy engage in acts of de«
votion, remain grossly ignorant and utterly unaf-

fected by every thing they profess to believe, and
day by day seem to implore. Th ir confessions are

deceitful, their prayers heartless, and their thanks-

giving without gratitude. They are ridiculous to

men of sense, the triumph of the profane, and an
o^nce continually in the sight of God : for he must
receive services just as they are ; and where nothing

but outward homage and fine words are offered up
to him, nothing can be obtained. Sin is not par-

doned, nor one evil temper subdued. All the fruit

of such feigned intercourse with God is to flatter

self-love, and harden men in presumption, till their

hypocrisy be at once fully discovered, and punished

as it deserves.
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On the contrary, deep consciousness ofyoursouPs
worth will qu4iliry you for every act of devotion.

Godly sorrow for sin will attend confession of it,

when lamented as an enemy to your immortal inter-

est. With ardour and importunity you will im-
' plore grace and pardon, when their value are felt as

inseparably c nnected with eternal life. Most
hearty and lively will be your thanksgiving for spi*

ritual mercies, when they are known to be absolute-

ly necessary to prepare the soul for everlasting fell***

«ity, and save it from endless torments.

It follows, therefore, that in the same degree as

we ought to value a preservative from iniquity, and
the only possible incitement to use aright the solemn
acts of devotion to which we are called, the worth
of the soul must be acknowledged, since, from this

acknowledgment alone, both must spring.
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SUNDAY lit

CHAP. UL

On Cai^cruiaess to save the Soul.

THE supreme wisdom of labouring in the first

place to save the soul will best appear from com*
paring this object w ith those of chief value amongst
men. These are beauty, honour, knowledge, and
wealtlji. The lovely form^ which so easily capti*

vates the heart of man, and fills the mind which
owns it with self'^exalting thoughts^ little deserves

the idolatrous regard it receives. No power on
earth can insure it from the waste of time, from the

blast of disease^ or the untimely stroke oi' death*

The place of honour, or the enchantments of popu^
lar applause, are of litde worth, because subject to

all the caprice of fickle-minded men* How many,
once the favourites of their king, the idols of a na-

tion, have lived to see their envied honours wither

round them, and their name sink into oblivioni if

not contempt ! Ambition for literary &me» and ac*

quisition oi knowledge, is no less liable to utter

disappointment. In one fatal hour a fever or par-

alytic stroke may disorder your brain, or wipe

away from your memory the ver>' traces of all the

treasure so carefully committed to its keeping* Thus
may you be left a sad survivor of yourself; a mor^
tifying spectacle to human pride ; a melancholy ir*.

resistible proof how easily nmi may rate the attain-

ment even of knowledge in arts and sciences liigher

than it deserves.

If your great aim m life be to command all exter<-

nal advantages, which can minister to ytaaty or plcai-
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sure, your pursuit is not only low and despicable, hnt

^our enjoyment pnecarkmsi to the last degree. Life

Itself, the'foundation of your joys, is but a vapour
that soon vanishes away. Evfry day we see some
opulent sons of ii.du^try rooted out ot their clwclluigis,

and commanded away into anot her world, where not

a mite of all their gain can follow them.

But suppose your affections more laudably enfaross*^ .

cd by loveof your offsprinf^, whom to neglect would
be worse than brutish-—\ei here }ou mav much t x*

ceed all reasonab e Ixiunds, and ()\\\\ prepare ior } our*

•elf iiisufiirablc anguish. You are utterly inipotent

to preserve from fierce disease^ or violent death, the

beloved image of your own person. When out of
your sight, or at a distance, you may, like Si em^s
fond mother, chide irs delay, and be asking, (j^i ompt-

ed by impalitnt 1 >vr), why is my son, or daughter,

SD loiig in coming? when the allvwise God has been
pleased t0take away the desire of your eyes with a
^roke.

Thus it appears from a just survey of evtry object

to which men can gi\ e themselves up, how Vcdu ii is,

when weighed in the balance with a supreme con-

eem for the s^vation ei* the aouL Whatever you cair

pursue, this excepted, avery degradinis: circumstance
necessarily attends it ; it can be no tter than an
annuity for life, the value of which each succeeding

year greatly diminishes, and at the hour of death, the

Iriioie must end for ever.

On the contrary, if you asre only solicitous to saver

your souK the unex]>ected disasters, rnevitable disap-

nuiiitmcnts, and sudden death, which sc()ur£j;e u. d
harass the children of this wond, will be aff( cting

prools of the wisdom and unrivalled excellency of
your choice. The shame« grief, and rage, so fn (juent

amonf»Jitdisappointedmen, wiltproclaim yon blessed,

who, iceiiiigthe woitliof ycau i>uul, seek itb ttuiidl
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welfare bgr 41 eonsmm iiileatxiiirse mth its CrenttMt
Redeemer, ajid sattctiBer. Then vou may bet m ck-
fiaoce tfaemjr of evife, so ternbk to ail who have
thtir portion here. That army may call forth MiKd Uw
J^oiir faith and patience, bat hurt your aoul it ewmot

11 cv^ry pcMisible ciroumstance, the «4ae choioe you
fcavc nMule, wiil at once cover j ou us wnour, and
ml you with a hope full of immortalitv. Arc you
poor, anddespisecl for being so ? You have exampki
ftiid prospects before you, more than Miffioieiit to bear
up your spirits. You see your own ca^e in tbe i»fak
ttbie history of the^ntscil CU»d, whomm destituit
«id allMted^ and in that wonderful contrast of n^an.
aess .attd grandeur, extreme po\ erty and immenae
wealth of soul, the dvin^ Lazarus. With giadnesf
of iicart ynu vviU coiiiess the deepest diatieai$« and the
surest lai^ to gtory may lor a small moment um€ im
the same person* in evcrj^ case were supreme at,,

ieation to the aooFs ^ood has taken place, ar.d been
manifest in taith and love, p )vertv, however ex-
treme, aflbctions, however loii^ continued, muatadil
both to tb^ weiglit md brightness of your etrriiat
^oivn.

Jji sickness, also, the supreme wisdom of caring
tborc aH things for the soni hhines out with great
b. ightness. For thoug^h heahh be essential to sensi*
tive happiness, and pining disease leaves no enjoy^"
meuts to the proud and unbelieving, yet, in this
case, all who faaare sought after the salvation of their
souiin Qod^s own appointed vva\, hnd sources of
Cons')lation suflieient to preserve them from wild
imi>atience, or nuserabie dejection of mind. Inspir-
ed with lively edily ing meekness of spirit, they re-
ceivc the cOiastisement of tlieir heavenly Father, ef.
fectnaliy to purge away still more of the dross
which cleaves to their souls. Their s|)iritual welfue
{more prized diau health, streiigdi, or mtund liitj

Uigiiized by Google



COMPLETE BUTY OF MAN.

iKConciles them to correcdon, so supremely useful

io it The whole man miserably suffers in time of
sickness and pain, when the soul has been dcs})ised ;

when valued, and i^^t^•uctcd in divine trutli, the in-

ferior part alone feels the pressure.

To advance a step farther : Death, the detector of
ftll cheats, and touchstone of true worth, will confirm

the excellency of your conduct, in caring above all

things for your soul. On the bed of death, the gay,

the prosperous, and the noble, who have lived in

pleasure upon earth, hang down their heads. Dis-

tressing indeed is their situation; so unprepared for
tiieir change ; the loss all their delights is come up-
on them ; their dissolution can promise them noth-

ing, if it forebode not evil insupportable. To Chris-

tians who have felt the worth of their souls, every

thing about them wears another aspect. Must they
leave this world ? It has been already long ago re*

nounced. Must they part with all temporal benefits

for ever? How placid the surrender, when the
rid es of eternity are theirs! No repining, no striv*

ing to get a reprieve from the sentence of death,

which been habitually expected to translate their

souls to everlasting rest.

In fact, abundant proofs have been given in their

last hours (when mortal disease left reason unimpair-

ed) by all who liave been duly careful to save their

souls, of their excellent choice. Those strong lines

of Dr. Young's justly describe the happy few» wiiose
souis have been more prepious to them than every

earthly object.

The chamber luhcre the christian meeta l^is Jate^
Jfi firiviltg^d bcytjnd the commcn walk

Qf virtuous i[f\ quite in the -verge oj heau'^n :

God Tcaits wjI the last inoment ; no^ he owJis his/fiends
On this side death., and points them out to mcn^

i{f lecttfre ^lerit^ bytt ^ ^oycrei^i fioiver.
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These several great advantages^ arising from su«

premecare for the soul, are still more valuable, b6«

causie io no mstance uncertain. You may brave the

thickest dangers of war, and deserve its richest re-

wards, yet iaii an carl} victim in the bloody fight,

or after it have your services forgotten. You may
burn with unextinguishable ardour to stand high

in the .rank of scholars, and ruin your health by ex-

cessive study, yet die mortified at the littleness of
your reputation. Your labour to succeed in trade

may be incessant, yet through a thousand cnxuni-

stances, out of your power, disappointment may
meet you at- every turn, and poverty be your lot.

The favour of patrons, friends^ and relations, may be
assiduously courted, and appear promising as you
could wish ; yet you may be basely supplanted, and
others receiving the benefits you were in idea grasp-

ing; the very name of patrons, friends, and relations^

may be bitter to }''our remembrance. The world
every day exhibits instances of disappointment in

each of the cases above described. But if vou have
souo;ht the salvation of your soul, through faith in

Christ, which works by love, you stand exalted above
eveiy change incident to the things of time* You
have to do with God only as your chief good, in

whom is no variableness, neither shadow oi Lurujai^.

You may be rich, therefore, or poor, hio^h or low
in your station, beloved or slighted by friends, pat-

jons, or relations; you may enjoy health, or be
oppressed with mortal disease ; whilst in each state^

should you ask what method you could have best

taken for your own peace, comfort, and felicity ?

Reason, conscience, experience, and scripture, will

unanimouslyreply to your question, the very method
'

you have, that ofcaring for your soul above all thin|;s.

Like a prudent &ctor, in a distant land, who, m-
stead of lavishing his gain in voluptuousness, yearly

Digitized by Google



3a COMPLETE DUTY OP MAK#

remits it home, that, after all dangers and toils, he
may enjo) his nativt^ country with tasc aixl honour;
•o you will be daily growing rich and more riclu

Srat^ through death, to enttrr into that pui^ an4
biesaed world, where, amidst congratulating sabiip

wnd angels, you shall take possession of an inhc iit*

aiice prepajed for your soul, incorruptibie and uiidc-

fikdy and that fadtth not away, rcsterved for

THANKSGIVING S? PRAYER,
Suited to the preceding subjeot*

WE thank diee, O Father of the spirits of att

flesh, for breathing into man a soul capable of
nceiviiig the knowledge of thy wondrous works
atid infinite perftclions, and dwelling in the dclight-

fui view of tiiem for ever. Deavcr us, we humbly
beseech thee, from tliat wilful ignorance, and stupid

contempt of out souls, natural to all, and generally

prevailing in e v ery place, >cue us, with a mighty
arm. from the enslavi ig power of this present evil

world ; from the enchantment of sinful pleasure and
earthly comforts^ and anxious care for the body : lest

these things make us inattentive to the welfiune of our
immortal souls. By thy power and grace preserve us

imm the infection of unreasonable and wicked men,
who have not faith ; and, from being overcome with

fesr of their reproaches, to join in their proCme neg-

kct of salvation. Wherever we are, still sound, O
blessed God! in our ears. What isnnmn profited, if
he ^hall ^ciin the whole ivorld and lose his orvn soul?

and wimt shall a man give in exchangefor his soul?

Continually dispose us to avoid aii such things as

w>lt be hurtful, and to follow pfter those things wbk;}i

wib be pro&tabte to our salvation.
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fiaVe compaseaon, O God I <m the vasft multitude

#1^ sell their souls for nought, and are at ease^

though 0.1 the point of perishing for ever. Cause
the scales to fait fiom thcii ej es. Take away from

them ail hardncbs of heart, coiiU mpt of thy word,

and cruelty towards themselves, that th< ir souls may
be saved in the day of the Lord. We ask it for

Christ's sake our onlv Mediator and Rtdcaemery m
Whom we tcubU-^^mm*

SUNDAY IV.

CHAP. nr.

The Scripture Chto-acter of God.

The first duty of a Christian, Which must be in*

tiolably kept, is to think of God, in full agree*

tncnt of the revelation he hath given of himself ; to

tiu ditate on this witii diligence, humility, and prayer^

not daring to indulge fallacious reasonings, lest, fcrnt>ii

ing an imaginary God, he should woi^p the crea-

ture of his own brain.

This absolute submission of the understanding to

divine revelation will not be thought in the least dis-

honourable, if it be considered, that, in our present

state of corruption, we are utterly unable to form just
conceptions of God, when, leavinj^ the guidance of
scripture, we put ourselves in thecondinoii of unen-

lightened ht-athens. Theirerrors on tiii> most import-^

Wit subjccti as uiuversaias they were lamentable, de-
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cisively prove the weakness of human understanding'^

and the gross igoorance in man, of God his maker*

I shall, therefcm, lay before yoa what the schpturr

teaches on this fundamental article of belief; and^ m
al)soliite submlbsioa to it. delineate the cliaracter of

the l)lcs!scd God, as he himself hath drawn it ; that,

knowing the divine nature, we may pay unto him
the honour due unto his name ; and understandings

his adorable ,excelkncy, may cry out, ^< Great an4
marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty ; just

and true are thy ways, thou King of Saints ! vvho

shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name
The scripture teaches us the eternal existence of

God. All other beings once were not ; and the

same pmver which gave them Irfe could reduce them •

to their original nothing. He, on thti contrary, from
all eternity, in essence, felicity, and perfection, has

been what he now is, and will remain eternally.

The things wluch are seen compel us to acknow-
led^ this incomprehensible tmdi. And agreeing

wkh this proof is his own declaration: " I am that I

am: the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity.*'

Nearlv allied to the etcniai existence, in the im-
mutability of God. His purposes and decrees, his

love and hatred, remain the same towards their re-

spective objects. ** I am the Lord, 1 change not. In

him is no variableness, neither shado>v of turning.'*.

God is called a rock, to teach us, that as this contin-

ues immoveable, whilst the surrcHinding ocean is in

perpetual fluctuation, so, whilst the whole creation is

changeable, capable of new additions with respect to

their knowkdijc, power, or degrees of felicity, God
alone is absolutely the same, yesterday, to*day, and
for ever.

God is a spirit, i. e. possesses, in the highest pos-

sible degree, understanding, will, consciousness, and
activity, la these properties every spirit stands ex-r



ieOMPL£T£ DUTY OF MAN. t$

idled abofe mattei^ and Udistingtibhedfroin it* But
though dm difeenee be sufficient to help our weak
cofYeeptions- to separate between matter and spirit, as

objects of a totally different nature ; yet scripture

teaches us, tliat God surpasses in excellence all crea-

ted ^iritsy infinitety more thm they do the material

cfeation. For we are to conceiye of him, not only

as a livinsf, ititcUigcnt, active being, essentially dis-

tinct from alP the bodies our eyes behold, but as pos-

sessing perfections which belong to no spii it he has

fbmira, and infinitely distant from ever}' imperfec-

tion adhering to them; such as, their existence

within certain Ufnits, their ignorance in numberless
* instances, and their defects in excellency ; whilst the

Father of the spirits of all flesh is omnipresent, infmite

m knou ledge, wisdom, power, and every perfec«»

(Son. The universe, which entirely oWes its ex-

istenee to his crcMing power^ is not only governed,

but incessandjr sustained by him ; and the whole
immeasurable frame pervaded by his all enlivening

influetice. Do not IJill heave?i and earth/ saith the

JLofrf. This divine per^ction is described with

equat sublimity and fiiirce in the scripture, Ps.
exxxix. n^hither shall I go from the spirit ? or
whither shall Ifleefrom thy prcsejice? IfI ascend

up into heaven (the regions above the firmament)

thou art there ; \ should find myself not only within

the limits of thy soveireign dominion, but under thy

immediate inspection. If I make my bed in Hetty

plunging into the unknown mansions of ihc dead,

and the invisible world, where even imagination

loses itself, behold! thou art there, if, with the

swiftness of the sun's rising ray, 1 could convey my>-

setf to the utiennost part of the western world, even
there shall thy hand lead me and thy right hand shall

hold me. In thee I shall exist, thy presence shall

surround me ^ thy enlivening power shall support

£
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my frame. IfI say surelij the darkness shall cover

me, even the night sliaU be light about me ; yea., the

4arlme$.^ hideth notfrom thee, but the night shmeth
as the days the darkness and light are both alike to

thee.

The scripture having thus forcibly descril>ed tiie

presence of Godt with all dungs actually existing,

exalts his glory still higher, by teaehing us that his

immensityreachea beyond the bounds ofthe creation.

We are commanded to sa\ , with holy admiration, to

the God of our Ha es, Bthold, the heaven ofiieavens
oannot contain thee I L Kings viii.

Tiic omuiprebcnt God is almighty. Every creat*

ed agent can only fashion bis work from materials

already prepared, which he cannot make. The
glorious God c(;nimands things into beinj^. He is

not beholden to matter for its existence, as C)f scr\ ice

to him in the formation of the world ; for had this

been self«existent, it must have been immutable toor

On the contrary, all things, whether material or

spiritual, stood up before the mighty God at hi^^ call,

and were created at his ])k .iMn e. The heavens and
all the host of them, the earthy and all things which

are therein, are the work of his hands; by the

word ofthe Lord were the heavens made, and aU the

host of them by the breath of his mouth. I the

Lord have made the earthy and created men upon it.

1 iiave stretched out the heavens^ and all their host

have Icommanded.
The same almighty power of God« to which the

whole creation owes its birth, is manifested by the

disposition and presi rvaiion of the world in cjider

and harmony. He xvatereth the earth, and blesSseth

the increase qf it* He covereth the heavens with

ehudsn andprepareth rainfor the earth. He giveth

mow like wool, and scattereth the hoar frost like

ashes* ih dividcth the sea with his Jjoiuct, and lay-^
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9th up the depths in storehouses: Jire and hail, storm

4md te mpest, fodJH his word.

The steady course of nature, which profone men
t^isider as the efiect of necessity, is the unerring

agency of his almifj^hty pov^er. It is he alone ivho

Tnakes the daij-spring knmv its place, and stretches

9ut the shadow of the evening. He commands the

4im to shine by day, end the moon by night ; he pre-^

pares a place for the rain, and a way for the light*

ning and thunder. He makes the herbs to grow upon

the earth. The hand of the Lord doth all these

things.

The scripture teaches us to conceive what is the

infinite power of God^ by declaring that in a moment
he can dissolve the whok fnune of nature. Human
force must labour hard to demolish what cost it se-

vere toil to erect ; but with greater ease than we can

utter a word, the Most High changes the face of the

creation, and destroys what seemed to be of endkss
duration. Hefemoves the mountains^ and they know
it not : he overtiirneth them in his anger. He com-
-mandeth the sun. and it rtseth not. and sealeth up the

stars* He shaketh the earth out ofits place^ and the

pillars thereof tremble^ The pillars of heaven
tremble^ and are astonished at his reproof The
Tnonntains quake at him, and the hills nieU^ and the

earth is burnt at his presence,
*

But in the attribute oi u*resistibie power, consi*

dered by itself, there is no loveliness. To contem-
plate it with pleasure as the object of adoration and
trust, wemust behold it in union with other perfec*

tions. In such union it sub sists in God : for his

knowledge and wisdom are equal to his power* ,

More clearly does he comprehend his own etertiity,

than we our tempi[»"ciry existence ; more peri'ectly his

•wn immensity, than we our limited condition of
lioog \ more ceriaiiii^ hib ovva cxteiii of wisdom mid
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power, thiut we the thou.ejhts which pass through our
minds. His uiidcrbtuiidiiig, tbcrefiore, is properly

#aicl to be iiifiuite*

But if he knows lumself, he must know also thf

work of his awn hands ; for the meanest artificer^

thou(::h imperfectly acquainted wkh^tiie nature of

the in iteriais he works on, knows every effect de-

j)ending on his own voluntary operation. Since^

therefore, from the greatest to the Jeaat, in heaven
or earth, the hand of God has fonnedy and his pro«

vidence preserves them all, the whole mustbe ths-

roughly known to him, and, wherever his power
works, liis understanding nuibt discern. Tlic vast

fabric, therefore, of the universe, all its laws and*

furniture, with every e¥ent frem first to last, ace

known unto him. The countless hosts of sinlesp

angels, and the world of apostate ones ; the long

projifeiiy of mankind, with all the designs, desires,

and thoughts \v hicli liave been in the nund of 'Cach

iiidividual, and all the words which have ever fled

from their lips, fall under his notice. WathiiiiaUi^

ble comprehension, he knows all the active princi-

ples of the spirits he has formed ; how they wdll be
moved by the presciice of every object which can

come before them ; how they will act ^on every

femptadon that can try them, i|i eviery-circum^

stance in which they can be placed. These ideas of
the biCsbcd (>od, his own oracles command us to con-

ceive. ** The \vays of man are before the Lord, and

hepoudercth all his goings. The eyes^tlie Lord
are in every place. He looketli to tlie^ds of th^

earth, and seeth underihe whole Jieaven* The Lord
searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all imagina-

tions of the thoughts. He knoweth the things

that come into our mind, every one of them. All
tilings are naked aiKl open unto the ^yf)S pf him wit^^

whom we )iav«todo«'?
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Joined with this absolute perfection of knon ledge

in Godt is wisdom, or the best exercise aiid iiu*

proVement of knowledge. In wisdom he superin*

tends and adjusts all parts of the universe ; so that^

whatever changes any of them undergo, their use-

fulness and connexioi. w iih each other aic uniform-

ly preserved. Mc accomplishe s Inspurposes, throuj^h

means to human apprehension most unlikely. He
founds the highest manifestation of his glory on
what depraved men despise and deride, and in the

glaring weakness of hib agents, displays the excel-

lency of his own power. He entangles the rulers .

of darkness in their own net ; and by their own
stratagems ruins all their laboured designs. The
greatest' cruelty of Satan and bis instruments, he
makes subservientto a scheme of eternal mercy, and
over-rules the apostacy ofAdam to display hia aiani-

foid wisdom to men and angels. *'For he has estab*

lished the \vorid in wisdom, and stretched out the
heavcnsby his disciietion. He is wonderful in coun-r

sel and excellent in working. The foolishness ofGod
is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is

stronger than men. He disappoiiUeth the devices of

the crafty, so ttiat they cannot perform their enter*

pri zes. His counselsstand for ever^ and the thoughts

of his heart from !generation to generation."

The several perfections of God, which have beca
placed before you, are called, by way of distinction,

bis natural periections. The more we couj^det

. t^ietn, the higher must our admiration and ouraston^

Ishment rise. Forwho can meditate on eternity,

omnipresence, omniscience, almighty power, and
infinite wisdom, without feeling they are subjects too

big for any created understanding to take in ? But
his moral perfections we can comprehend with great

clearness. And it is as possessing these in union
widi his natural, th^t Go4 claims aU possible rever-r
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ence, fear, love, trust, and obedience. On tbtat
perfecu<Hi8 we &haU treat in the next chapter*

SUNDAY V.

CHAP. V,

The Scripture Character of God.

The first of God's moral perfections, which wc
shall consider, is his goodness. By this we mean
Che exercise of his almighty power in freely commu-*
nicating excellency and happiness to his creatures,

as seemeth right to his own infinite understanding.

The Lord is good unto all, and his tender mercies

are over all his works. He openeth his hand, and
satisfieth every living thing. He is the father of
mercies, and the God of all consolation : the earth

is fuii of the goodness of the Lord.***

So strong in its propensity is his f^oodiitss, and
so wide iu its extent, as to bless even rebels against

his government, and enemies ta his truth. He
causeth his sun to shine, and his rain to fall on the^

evil and on the good, on the just and on the unjust.

He endures, with uuich loiig- suffering, the vessels

of wrath fitted for destruction." He encourages, he

commands them to return to him. Let the wicked
forsake his ways, and the unrighteous man his

thoughts ; and let him return unto the Lord, and he
will have mercy upon him, and to our God, for he
will abundantly paidon. Come now, and let us rea«
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aon together: though your siiis be as scarlet, thqr
shall be as white as snow ; though they be red like

crimson, the\ shall be as wool." Lcbt these asbtve-

rauon:> should not entirely remove every suspicion of

God s wiiiiagness to pardon the most enonnous of*
,

Naders, upon their application to him ; because he
couid swear by no greater, he swears by himself,
*' Ab 1 live, saith the Lord, I have no pleasure in the

dc aihof him that dieth; wherefore, turn, and live ye.**

And that all who should ever hear his word might
believe his glorious goodness thus lari^c, he passed

before Moses^ and proclaimedi *^The Lord, the

Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suflfering,

al>uudani in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for

tliousands, forgiving iiiiquity, transgression and sin."

Bat to prevent such divine goodness from being
totally misconstrued into a presumption, that were
pardon is so freely offered to the worst of men, on
their return to God, there cannot be in his nature

an everlasting abhorrence of evil; to prevent this

fatal error, the scripture is full and peremptory in
representing the ** holiness" of God, that essential

disposition of his all-perfect mind, which is infinitely

opposite to all evil. For as his power excludes eve-

T} idea of weakness in him, and his wisdom and
kiio^vledi^e, the possibility of mistake or ignorance,

so, his holiness is opposed to all moral imperfection

or sin, and is to be considered not as a single attri«

bute only, but as the harmony ofthem dl ** the beau-
ty of the Lord since nothing could be memioiied
to the honour of God wiUiout holiness, separate

fconi this, all other excellencies of the divine nature
would be inglorious. His wisdom would deserve
no better name than that of subtlety, nor his power
than that of dreadful. Wherefore, those exalted
spirits, who know best the glories of the divine na-

ture, make huivea rci>ouiid with dieir celebration of
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lids Mribate^. Holy, holy, hsAy is: the Lord of-

Hosts.*' Such a peculiar regard we find paid to it

the blessed God, that, m confirmation of the pro-

mises of the evcrlastinp; covenant, he saith. Once
have Isworn by my holiness^ that I will not lie unta

David. Psalm, ixxxix.

inseparable from the holiness of God^ is the con*

fifiusd notice he takes of the behaviour of each indi-

vidual respecting himself and his lav\^. On this part

o'i his character, the necessity of our absolute sub-

jection to him depends* For, was God either igiior*

snt of what men do, or judged it insigtiificant, we
AouM have no more cause to ret^un an awe of him
upon our minds, than if we were athiests ; since

it is not the existence of God, but his moral govern-

ment of the world, which calls for our love, esteem,

trust, and obedience. To take away, therefore, att

grosfid of suspecting the least want of attention in

our Creator, to our deportment and the tempers of

our heart, arising from his own glorious nuijcsty and
our meanness ; to root out this pernicious opiiiioni

which desire of sinning with impunity, leads us all to

cherish, the blessed God teaches us that he takes ex-
act cognizance of all we do, speak, think, desire,

and design, determined to judge us accordingly.

His eyes behold, and his e\ e-lids try the children of

men. The Lord is a God of knowledge ; by him
actions are weighed. I the Lord search the heart, I
try the reins, even to give every mai> according to

his ways, and according to the fruit of his doings.''

Jer. xvii. 10.

And lest a conclusion should be drawn from the

troubles and afflictions of the righteous, that God
b not a rewarder of them who diIi,^cntly seek him

;

or from the prosperity of the wicked, that he will not

punish evil-doers, the scr'i inure entirely removes all

foundatiou for such a thought^ by dcclariug that God
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liath appointed a day, in which he will judge the

world in righteousness, and the people by his truth,

that sd eveiy man may receive the things done in his

body, whether they be good or bad*

Not that the end of lime, and the day of judgment

is the only period when God makes a difference be*

tween those who serve him, and those who serve him
not. He represents himself, in the stronpest terms^

as a God continually exercising distinguishing love

to his faithful people, whilst he is insupportably ter-

rible to his enemies. Not content with giving to the

former express assurances of present protection, an4
of salvation in the eternal world, he declares, that he
maintsdns with them a constant intercourse of friend-

ship, making such discoveries to them of his nature,

truth, and tender love for their souis, as the uhl^^dcHv

will not believe is possible. That in every season of

extraordinary temptation, he secretly endues tbeif

flouls with much strength, and gives them power to

come out of the field of battle more than conquerors.

A large part of scripture is taken up in representing

this matter, from whence we shall select a few passa-

ges. The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous,

and his ear is open to their cry. The steps ofa good
man are ordered by the Lord, and he delighteth in

his way ; though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast

down, for the Lord upholdeth him with his hand

:

ibr the Lord loveth judgment, and forsaketh not his

saints; they are preserved for ever. The Lord is a
light and defence : He will give grace and glory,

and no good thing will he withhold from tiiem that

lead a godly life. The secret of the Lord is with

them that fear him, and he will shew them his cove-

nant. The Lord sitteth above the water-floods, the

Lord remaineth a king for ever. The Lord will give
strength unto his people ; the Lord will give his peor
^le the blesi^in^Qf peace. No weapon that is fonn^
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€d against thee .shall prosper, and every tongue that

riseth aj^inst thee in judgment, thou slialt cundemn.
Thin i& the heiilage of ihe servants of the Lord, aod
their righteousness is of me, saith the Lord*"

The substance of all these mestimable pnxnises^

made to believers in all ages, is emphatically con-

firmed afresh in the New Testament. If any mail

loveth me, saith Christ, he will keep my command*
jments, and I and the Father will love him, and will

.come unto him, and make our abode with him«^^

The certain enjoyment ofsuch a peculkr manifesta*^

tion of God's love. St. Paul urges as a sufficient ar«

gjiment to engage men, for the sake of Christ, to re*

nounce tlie religion of their &dier's house, and bH
defiance to a world of idolaters in arms agautst them*

Wherefore, come out from among them, and be
•ye separate, and touch not the unclean thing (what is

offered to idols), and I will receive you, and be a
atfaer to you, and ye shall be my soiis and daugb^

J^ers, saith the Lord Almighty."
* Weigh well these passages of holy writ, and you
will see, in a strong light, how much the high and
lofty One, who inhabiteth eternity, regards the con-

duct of his reasonable creatures, to whom he senda

bis truth y since, in every faistance, without respect

of persons, he is not ashamed to call bimaelf tbe-

friend, the father, and the exceeding great reward of
the faithful in Christ Jesus. He does not think it

beneath his infinite majesty to engage his word and
oath, that he will never leave them, nor forsake them;

but will, after conducting them with safety ami
honour through this life, call them up into his imiMv
diate presence and glory.

On the other hand, we have demonstration, that

it is essential to his nature to punish, insupportably,

all enemies to bis government, and despisers of
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truth, dying m their sins, itear the revelation of

the wrath fiom heaven against obstinate 0]>poseri> of

las a«tbority ; and doubt, ii you can, wh&ther he i$

concerned to maintain hb own cause.

The Lord your €rod b God of gods, and Loid
of lords, a great God, a mighty and terrible, which
Tegardeth not persons, nor taketh rewaids. If I

whet my glittering sword, and my haixl lay 4ioldoa

judgment, I will render vengeance to tnyvnemies^

and will reward them that hate me. I will make ti^

arrows drunk with blood. The adversaries of the

Lord shull be broken to pieces ; out of heaven shall

he thunder upon them. God is angry w iih the wicked
every day, if lie turn not, he wiU whet his sword*

He hath43ent lus bow, and made it ready. Upon
the ungodiy he will tain snares^ fire and brimstone^

and a terrible tempej»t—this shall be their portioii to

driiik. For the righteous Lord loveth ri^^hteousnehs,

his countenance will behold the thing that is just.

The Lord will come with fire, and with his chariots,

Uke a whirlwtndit6 render bis anger with fury, and
his rebukes with flames of fire ; for by fire and his

sword will the Lord plead with all flesh, and the slain

A>f tlie Lord shall be many. And they shall go forth

and look upon the men who have transgressed

against me; for their worm sliall not die, neither

MA their fire be quenched, and lliey sliall be an ab»

horring unto all ftesh.'*

To comment on these declarations, would enfeeble

Uiem ; and to suppose them figurative, in such a df>

f;ree as not most emphatically to affirm God's ever*

lasting abhonrenee of sin, and his unchangeable pur«

pose to cast into hell all who die in their sins, is to

contradict them. The great end for which so many
terrible representations ot God^s indignation are pub-
lished ki his word, is expressed in this sentence

:

^Hear^i aiKl giveear, for the Lord batli spoken,
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liold« I will execute judgment ; vengeance is mine ;

1 will repay."

Though too many, therefore, fancy the Deity ift

all mercy> and, for reasons respecting their own case,

^rct to be shocked at the notion of a God who will

not let the wicked pass unpunished, yet He, who
cannot deceive, ch* be destitute of perfect benevo-
lence towards men, (since he was made flesh, and
dwelt amongst uh); He confii ms all the denunciations

of wrath now placed before you. He declares that,

111 the l^t day, all nations shall be gathered before the

throne of his glory ; at which most awful hour, in

the hearing of the whole rational creation, he will saf
to all tlu ni on the left hand, i. c. to all incorrigible

siuiicrii, De])art, ye cursed, into everlasting firCt

l^repared for the devil and his angels."

. Thus his own inspired penmen represent the AL
inighty as a just God and a Saviour; overflowing

in the riches qf his grace towards his obedient chil-

dren, ai>d just to those who despise him, in bringing

vpon them all tli^ curses written in the book of the

la^y. By this unchangeable disposition towards
)>oth, he appears in^mtely boty and reyerend»

But if the character pf God was marked out to us
only by his own positive declarations, we should
(Mich is our nature) be very faintly impressed by
them, To give bis character weight sufhcient to re-

gulate our practice, it must be made still more con*

spicuous, by things already done. Facts, no more to

be doubted from the authority which relates them,

than if tl ey had been done before our eyes, must as-

certain Uie very same perfections in God, which his

word declares hp possesses. Accordingly, the

scripture account ofhis manner pfdealing, both with
angels and men, is a demonstration, level to every
capacity, that he is j^ood, merciful, and holy ; aboun-

ding in love towards his faithful pepple, but^ealo\KS

to revenge his quaqr^ upon all his enemies*
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CHAP. VI.

.The Perfections of God» exemplified by Facts.

\VlTH respect to his goodness, it shines forth

in all the excellencies and bliss which the angels

{)ossess, who ncv cr left the state in which they were
brined^ and in man, as he stood in his original

righteousness. Tlie signatures of divine goodness
were so strongly impressed upon him, as to excite

envy in one who liad been an angel himself before
fhe throue of glory. Adam was created full ofknow*
ledge, in perfect purity and happiness, invested with
dominion over the whole animal creation, in the

Image of God. He was not only conscious of his

power^ but maintained uninterrupted communion
with Mm. In tliis state of perfection Adam was
made, possessing it for himself and his whole pro^
geny, till his own wilful and detestable revolt from
his Maker lost it all.

Who can believe this account of man*s original

happiness, recorded in the oracles of God, and not
admire his benevolence? Who can survey the riches

of Adam's original condition, compared to which,
Solomon, in all his glory, was poor, mean, and
nvr^ched, and Hot cry out, Good and gracious is the
liord, who formed his immortal creature, man, in

such felicity ! Here his goodness is found, in fact,

fully equal to every declaration of it in his word.
. ^nd when, through envy and malice of the devil,

opecating upon our first parents, in a manner too
mysterious for us to comprehend, Adam revolted
from his Maker, requiting all his bonnty with the

execrable insult of believing Satan a better £riend ta
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Ins wdfiuie than God; though the hideous act could

not but draw inntuMrabte miseiks after stiil^ in

these circumstanoeft, the goodness of God shines

brighter than it did, even at the first creation of man;
and, where bin abounded, grace does much more
abound. For God is pleased to revive our most
eriminal and desponding parents, with a promise of
salvation.' Astonishing low! with a proause of
sending an invincible Redeemer, in our flesh, who
should come, not to be adored, but defamed as con-

federate with the devil; and crucified as a blasphe-

mer, but on his oross diould bruise Satan's head.—-''

Herein is love, not that we loved God, but thathe
loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for

our sins.*' Did God say of his most idolatrous peo-.

fie,
How shall 1 give thee up, Ephraim ? How shall

deliver thee, Israel? My heart is turned within mei^

mj lepen&igs are kindled together?'' What then

must be the workings of his love towards his only

begotten Son, when he was dcHverccl up for our of-

fences? When God seemed to divest himself oi the

qualities of a lather, and act towards Christ as an in-

censed Judge? Herein God commendeth hb lovei

he places it in^ the highest point of light in which
men or angels can behold il, in that, whiibL we vver§

yet sinners, Christ died for us."

Such amazing and irresistible proofs of his good-

ness, has God been pleased to give to the children

men*
In as palpable a manrier he has demonstrated the

glorious holiness ofhis nature. There was once, we
read, >var in Heaven—Satan and his angels rose up

m enmity against their Maker. They were called

stars of heaven, from tbn bei^t and splendour of
their state ; yet, no sooner did they sin, than they
were stripped bare of every honour, co\ trt d with

everlasting sliame, plunged iatq a battomle^ sJo^m
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^ woe^ an knpassable guiC was fixed between
thes^ »d ihek offended Cieaton Hc^aposed luil^^ angeh tbart aimed, but etst the» down to hell#

^nd deJivered them into chajaib of daikiicbs, to bc|

i^stn^cd Uiito judgment.'*

Thii^NyajElyR S^t dtmonstrates, the Lord our God
m boiy. For should a kifig, firnied through the

ivoridvfor wissdom and mercy, cammand nobks near,

est his throne to be loaded with fetters, and cast in*

to dungeons, refusing to look on them again with

favour, or liear one word in mitigation of their doom i

inho wpMld not eooeliide their ol^ice was au insuf*^

ferable provocation? Wc muat draw the aama
conclusion, wheti we read, that th^ only wise God^
who dciighttth ill uitrc) , has yet, in the greatness

of his displeasure, cast down from their thrones,

yi^i^ hi» qwn hand had placed them, so many shin*

iug angda* and made them examples, suffering the
yengeauce of eternal fire*

. This jHX)of ue cannot deny, without renouncing
the ChrisUaa faidi. And the next I shall produce,
we camiut doubt, without denying ths evidence of
pur stfUficii, becauae we aU feel the executioa of a
nenlence denounced nearly six thousand yean ago,

lipou the human race, for one ofience. I he tlireat-

ening Mas, that Adam should immediately suffer

spiritual deatli, by losing the image of God, in which
Ipe was m^de ; that after a life spent in toil and sor-

row, his body should return to the dust from whence
it waa taken, and, with natural, eternal death, we
know Was coiiuected, by the subsequent declaration

pf scripture, unless a Redeemer had been gi\'en«

This, we have no doubt, he escaped, whilst the sen-

tmoe^ in the two former parts of it, is to this hour
, executed on us all. For what have we in the place

pf Adiun's original jiovvcr, but weakness? What, for

ki^ 4ivjine ^ghi aficl isUQwl^dgp,.butignorance? What
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in the room of Iu9 peace and communioa with Godt
but nalofal dislike to him, and distremn^ feattf

about his intentions concerning us ? What, instead

of Adam's original purity, but a heart so deceitful^

and so desperately wicked, that.God alone can knoir

it ? And in the place an Eden, contmed by infi*

mtc power and wisdom £Dr happiness* wfaal but «
world of confusion and sin, a vale, of misery, a field

of battle?

Ifyou ask, whence comes this total reverse of cir*

cumstances, between the first man in innocence, and
his posterior? He who in justice ordained it, gives

us this awnil account. By the oflfenee of one, judg^»

ment came upon all men to condemnation—Bv one

man's disolxdience, many were made sinners. Pon*
der this in your heart, and you will not be able to re--

-

frain from crying out, Holy, holy, holy is the

Lord of hosts."

Further, the dreadful execution of his wrath^

known in all the world, puts out of dispute the ho*

liness of God. Before the death even of all their

children, who saw Adam an exile from Paradise#
' the fountains of the great deep are broken up, ant

the windows of heaven opened to destroy the whole
human race then on earth, except eight persons.

And, lest this destruction should not be acknow-
ledged as the act of the righteous Judge id all, in

punishing sin, hear the God of mercy, the Falhcr
of the spirits ofall flesh, addressing Noah : Andl
behold I, even I, do brin^^ a flood of waters upon the

earth, to destroy all flesh wherein is the breath of
life from under heaven, and every thing that is in the

earth shall die.

.

There is still one fact more, so striking a demoim
stration of holiness in God, as to eclipse the de-

struction of the world by the flood ; the fall of
Adam, and the ruin of apostate angels. i|^
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mdk f£ dMfie cases, the au&ren were first actual

rebels agdnst God. Bat if yoo look to the cross of

Christ, there you will see the beloved o[ the Father,

higher than the angels, set for th to be a propitiation

liar sin, through faith ia bis blood, to dtciare his

rigfateottsneas for the remission of sins that are past,

Aat he mi^ht be faU (appear so in the ayes of men
and aagcib) and \ et the justificr of him that believ-

Cth in Jesus, Rum. iii. 26.

. We have often appealed to the death of Christ,

and shall haieafter, yet, we hope, without the churge

of needless repetitioQ : because this marvellous fiict,

considered in different views, affords the strongest

proof of di&rent perfections in God. At present it

js urged in demonstration of his infinite hatred of

tin. In this light, it may be well illustrated by a
semarkaUe pass^ in sacred history. We read
thatthe Moatutes, 2 Kings, eh. iii, fled before the
kings of Israel and Judah, and, after a great slaugh*

ter, were forced to retire with their knig into tlieir

Oty. Here finding himself reduced to the last ex#
teemity by his besiega^, he made use of an aston^

ishing method to shew his great indignation i^ainal

Israel, For he took his eldest son, the heir of his

kingdom, and, in the sight of his enemies, offered

him up a bomt-offering upon the wall. He obtam**

cdbis purpose; the kings of Israel and Judah^
amazed at the fury which urged him to such a deed»
icturned instantly to their own countrv.

This most memorable example, taken in one point

of view, applies perfectly well to the subject we are
upon. For the eternal Father, after using promises
and tfafeatenrngs, after bestowing mercies and exe^
curing judgments, still seeing our sins reach up to

Heaven, as if they meant to besiege his throne, tx-
presses infinite indignation against our rebehion : he
takes his only begotten Son, the heir of all thiagis.
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and, in the sight <rf heavea and earth, cries out,

AwHke^ O sword! and smite my stMsfAerd, the
man ihdt is my fellow ^iny equal) saith the Lord of
ho-t??." That, from this fact, we mig^ht always re-

member the divine indignatioa kindled by.our. offen-

ces, and be assured that our God will be a consiim^i'

ing fire to sinners, who plead not this oblation of
Christ on tlie cross, to obtain paidoa and vieLory-

over sin.

We produced, in the last chapter, many decla«

rations of the distinguishing love exerciiied by the

Almighty towards each individual who walks befbie

him humbly. The history of providence attests this.

Enoch, the seventh from Adam, because uncon-

querably attached to the truth and authority of his

Maker, amidst the abounding imjueties of his kin-

dred, is taken from them in a way, whieh .at once
imnuHtalizes Ms own name, and proclaims die love

which God bears to all his saints. Before tliis illus*

trious fact could be forgotten, Noah, like the ark,

which preserved him and his &nuly, is lifted up to

the notice of the whole world, as an everlasting me-
morial, that, in the most desokiting judgments, the

care of each individual saint is with the Most High.

In the case of righteous Lot, the same peculiar love

is again manifested; and. two jissertions are made
upon this occaidon, expressing the tenderest regard

to bis faithful so*vants. Sodom itself, it is said^

should have been spared for the sake of ten righ-

teous persons, had only so small a number been
found within its walls. We are also assured, that,

till Lot was esciqped and safe, vengeance could oql

be poured out en that detested city* In the same,

animating and comfortaUe view, we «re to ponder
on the history of Joseph ; the peculiar favour Joshua

the son of Nun, and C^leh the son of Jephunneh,

found with the hotd, and they only of all Israel,^
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ii4i<y:'Came out of Egypt. To the same purpose we
are' to consider David's astonishing preservation, in

spite of all the bloody-minded Saul could do; Eli-

jah's miraculous ascension into Hcciven ; the three

Hebrew youths walking in the midst of a fiery

furnace ; and Dmiiel's inviolable safety in the den
•ivith ravenctas hitn^r-bkten lions. AU these are

intnesses chosen of God, and established by mira*

cles wrought in their favour, as precedents to assure

every dear obedient child of God, who in a measure

copies the pattern they set before liim, that his self,

no less dian they were, is the objects of God's spe-

cial care and love* And though we see not now
the course of nature over-ruled for the deliverance

of the faithful, still the comprehensive ])romise of

the unchangeable Jehovah abicieth sure ; He know*
•€th them 4bat are his, and will make all things

ivwk togetherfor good to them that love him^*' and
are called according to his purpose.

We read also in scripture a demonstration, in facts,

of God's holiness. Many awful instances of immedi-
ate vengeance, executed oh presumptuous offenders,

are recorded in his oracles. Scarcely you name
onesin^ which has not been singled out as the object

of his hot displeasure. Ham mocking his exec i lent

father, betrayed for once into excessive drinking, is

cursed ; Onan, for self-pollution, slain on the spot

;

iliot's wife, full of worldly cares, and lusting after

•wealth; is turned into a pilbr of salt, where she turn-

ed back in her heart to Sodom. Envy and aspiring

.pride are ])unished with horrible destruction in

Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. In Achan's fate, and
^Gehasi's leprosy, we see how God abhorreth the
<x)(vetous. BehoM, thou vile advocate for fornica-

tion, the javelin of Phineas thrust tlirough Zimri and
Coshi his paramour ; an act of justice so grateful to

Qod^ as to be rewarded with highest honour in thie
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frimiiy of Plimeas for many genarsUiom* Give up
liiy favourite conceit, that whoremongers God will

not judge ; for, behdd, three and twenty thouiiiid

arc cut off by him, for this «n, in one day. Stand
asionishc (I c t the divine patience towards thee, thou

lym^ tonjfue, when thou readest how Ananias and
Sapiihira pet i^hed with the breath of fiUaehood ok
their lips ! Ponder wcU thy feUow eriminala' doom^
thou desp»er of Jemis, and see what infernal malice

actuates thy heart, which seei^s to pervert tlie right

ways of the irutli, when Elymas, the sorcerer, is set

before thee as an enemy to all p^oodness, a child of
the Devil, and smitten with biindnesSf by the act of
€rod, for his infidelity. Understand, from the igno-

minious death of Herod, that self-exaltation is an

aIx)mination to the Lord ; for, behold, tlie roj al dei-

fied orafeor, after receiving, as his due, the shout of
fclasphefnous applause, is immediately stricken hjr

the angel of the Lofd, ^'becanse he gave not God
the ^lory ; and he was eaten of worms, and gave up
the ghost."

All these instances, and many more recked iu holy

writ, undeniably prove, that wherever envy or ma^
tice, covetouaness or pride, profimesiess, impurity,

or any temper contrary to God^s law prevails, there

the \vrath of God abideth, and must abide, till it be
done away.

Such, in his natwal and moral perfections, in his

government and providence towaids fab whole
tional creation, is the true God. And that there is

only one God, in all, and through all, and over all,

the sciipturt- most plainly affirms. " 1, even 1, am
he, and there is no God with me. Before me thene

was noGod fermt d, neither shall there be afier me;
I am the first, and 1 am the last, and beside me there

is no God.'* Ytt the same scripture, with tc^ual

plainness of expreii^on, teai:hes us, timt m tliis uaL>
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iy^ the Son and Spirk are comprehended, in gl(¥7>e»

^wl, m majesty oo-eternal, with the Father. Witt^
^

out Gontrovcrsy, great is this mystery of godliness ^

yet it tmist be received, beoause tUvine perfections,

which cannot conbist with the condition of creatures,

boiiug ihe essential giory oi God above them all, wc t

wmm^moA^ the Son and the Spirit possess. £ter^ ^
<iity

, QiKiiii|MPeseQce, in&oike kaowledge, and almighp : <

ty power belong to them ; tterefore, toja^ther with
the Father, are they to be worshipped and p^lorified.

God tlie Father, Son, and Spirit, is the God of tkm

Chiiattttn church. Jews and Turics Ofienly revile

this mjrstery as execrable blasphemy ; mA baptiseA «

l^abstates, not able to brook implicit submission to

the oracles of God, heartily join with them. But
the church universal (i, e. all the assemblies of

Ctirkt's people) unanimously acquiescing in the

mmA ^GoAf iioA perfectly satisfied with its naked

:

fdeclaH^n, dedicate their children in baptism to the

jever-blessed Trinity, and continually conclude their

public worship with prayer to partake of the distinct

jbli^Higs each of these sacred three impart^ eatreat*

^g that theioveof God the Father, the grace of our
jLmd Jesus Chrbt, and the qommuw^n of the Holy
Ghost, may be with us all.

Kxamine, therefore, and prove yourself, whether
your idea of God be faithfully copied from the scrip-

ture f Whether you do not remaia in gross and
fetd ignavance of his real diaracter, notwithstanding^

the complete manner in which he has revealed him-
self in his own word ? Take it by no means for

granted, that you are in reality what you profess, a
C'kristiai^ knoiirin^ God* For thousands thus flat*

ter themselves, whilst their ideas of him are detesta-

ble in his sight. Search, therefore, the matter to

the bottom, and see whether you heartily acknow*
ledge God is what he declares himself to be, in those
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instances, where pride and love of sin are most apt

Co prejudice our minds against the real character of

our Maker.
For instance, do you know, he bears that pa^t

abhorrence to all iniquity, which the Bible always

afernis he does ? Are you established in the truth,

that God is in no degree cruel to the work of his

liands, though he doom every soul dying in sin to

fcel for ever the weight of his indignation f Do you
confess from the heart, that the sanctions of his gov-
ernment are full of glory, though this be the conse-

quence, that, to every hypocrite and rebel, our God
is a consuming fire«

Again, examine whether you are firmly persuaded
that the God whom you worship is a sun and a
shield to everj' one who believeth in Jesus? Whe-
ther you are sure that the higii and lofty One, who ,

inhabiteth eternity, does humble himself to watch
incessantly over hb faithful people for good, as

a wise and tender father doth over the son that

serA eth him ? Whether you believe that God doth
indeed dwell with men, giving to every individual

who lives according to his will, light and life, peace

^nd consolation, strength and power, which none
beside on earth possess f Finally try yourself, whe-
ther you have affecting views of the excellency of

God, m:inifested in the person and office of the

Redeemer, and in the influences of the spirit, by
which he holds communion- with the church of

Christ*

From such enquiries, yourknowledge or ignorance

of the God described in the Bible will be made evi-

dent : because it is in these important points our

Maker has revealed himself and lus conduct, which
the world by wisdom never could have discovered.

And just in the same proportion as God's Own re-

presentation of Ills self, and liis designs is received
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with steadfast fitith^ are you really enriched -with di-»

vine knowledge. A knowledge of inestimable vamc,

because alone able to heal man's corrupted mind,

to keep it firm to duty in the midst of trials ; a

knowledge pronounced by Christ to be eternal life.

A PRAYER,
For the Knowledge of God.

COMMAND, O blessed God, we humbly
beseech thee, the light of the knowledge of thy glory

to shine into our hearts. Teach us to conceive of

thy infinite majesty aright May we know that thou
hut made all ^dungs for thyself; that thou upholddth

all things, giving life, health, strength and doing
whatever thou please st in the armies of Heaven, and
amongst the inhabitants of the earth. Teach us
to understand, that from the beginning, all thy
works in all places of thy dominion, are known
unto thee ; that our most s^ecrct purposes, desires,

and thoughts are more open to thy all -seeing eye,

than to &e notice even of our own minds* Con*
scious of our ignorance and inability to conceive,

what is fit for thee to teach, command, or do, give

us to bow with lowest reverence before every revela-

tioii of thy will, and every appointment of thy pro-

vidence.

O Lord [ open our eyes, that we may see all thy

goodness, in Ihe blessings of health and strength, of
food, raiment, and fruitful seasons, which descend*

upon the just and the unjust. Above all, grant us,

we beseech thee, the light offaith to comprehend, with
all saints, the height and depth, th^ breadth and
length of thy love in Christ Jesus. And lest our
wicked, hearts shouki abuse the riches of tliy grace.
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fill us with conceptions of thy glorious holiness ; that

thou art not to be approaclicd but through the me-
Nation of thy Son, nor wilt vouchsafe remission of

ains but through his blood.

Enlighten the eyes ot pur understanding, to per-

ceive how good and gracious thou ai t to all who love

thy name, ever earing for them ; watering them every

momeott and keeping them by night and day, lest

any hurt them* We earnestly beg this knowledge
of thy nature, and thy rich mercies, that we may glo-

rif\' thee as God, put our trust in thee without wa-

vering, serve thee diligently with great d<;iight^ axul

never wilfully offend thee.

We ask these blessings in entire dependence upon
our btthful and merciful high-priest, Jesus Christy

who come into the world to manifest thy name.
To him, with thyself, and the eternal Spirit, be 9II

honour and glory, world without end. Amen«.

SUNDAY Vn.

CHAP. VII.

The natural ConditUKi o£ Man respecting God. .

W^£ can make no progieas in any science, till we
understand its first principles. In religion it is the

same, that science, in which all are deeply interested.

Here the ground-work must be laid in knowledge
of our own character, as it regards tl;ie gr*a*. of

du^,^and the great object of religion.

W».th respect to God, then, experience and scrip-

ture . .test, that man is deplorably blind, depraved^
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and consequently guilty. The blindness of mart

proves itself by his fancying the exceiiencies of body,

tnind^ or estate which he possesses, his own.

HenoC; though in words he acknowledges an intdU

tigent Creator, he perceives not the consequence

nacessarily flowing from this truth, to the great

glory of his name, that of him and through him are

ijl things. Hence the beautiful are intoxicated with

fldmiration of their own pleasing form; the rich

despise the poor ; men distinguished by acquired

knowledge, or superior genius, look down with

haughty airs on the ignorant vulgar ; and even the

spiritual ttian is too apt to exalt himself, viewing the

gifts he has rcoeived*

The abundant prevalence ofthese disorders loudif

proclaims the blindness of tnan^s mmd to that ftin-

damental truth, that no one can receive **any thing,

except it be given him from above and that with

lespect to every advantage which we value, God
maketh men to differ. It is a continual labour, even
with the aid of supernatural light, to get deliverance

from the power of this blindness. And some symp-
toms of it may be found (where you would least

auspeet) in the excellent of the earth.

' Man's natural blindness with respect to God is

evident abo from the judgment he makes on the life

of faith, and that of self-indulgence. Compare them
together, you would not think it possible to make a
wrong choice. For what is a life of uniform obedi-

maot toGod, through faith in Christ ? It is allegiance

to the wisest of kings, and a due testimony of filial

duty to the best of fediers ; it is FreMoni to the fet-

tered soul, and victory over affections, base as they

a^'e hurtful. It is a peaceful state of mind which af-

ftj^ ' 4^?\»und for accusations of having done inju-

lytoti..^ ture. It itiakes man a blessing to all in

coafiexbit^vith him, effectually restnuning ev<>n from
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Ae intention of doing w rong'. ' In prosperity it kaepft

the niiiid humble ; in adversity cahn and patient

;

nor can the stroke of death dismay, for its hope is

full of immortality.

Compare, with this life of faith, a life of self-induU

gence* How depraved, how hi^ous ! It is a mon-
strous compound of ignorance, contradicting in-

finite wisdom ; of contempt in a vile worm for infin-

ite majesty ; of ingratitude for rich bounty ; of re-

bellion aiming its b ow against the bowels of sove-

reign mercy. . A life of self-indulgence makes a man
afraid to look into himself infectious and full ofmis-

chief to others, ai d dismayed at the thought of a
judgment to come. In e\ery view, it is without

excuse, and altogether odious.

Can there be any light then remaining in the mind
of man, if a life of faith is not always without herita-

tion infinitely preferred to a life of self-indulgence?

For beauty in its highest bloom does not, in the eye

of flesh, so evidently excel pale loathbome disease^

as a life of faithful obedience surpasses, in reason's

eye, one of self-gratification.
* Yet, to the shame of the human race, fact and ex-

perience daily prove, the choice is obstinately fixed

on what deserves contempt, and preference giveit

where detestation is due. Innumerable are the slan-

ders with which blind man tisperses a life ofuniform

obedience to God ; and loud his complaints agahi^

it. He industriously employs all his wit to make
religion appear irksome ; and opposition to it

guiltless. •

' In vain do all the children of obedience lift up
their voice together, and cry, Great is the peace

which they have, who kec]) thy law, and nothing

shall oftend them.*' In vain does Jehovah pnmiise

his presence, and his spirit; his pardon, power,

peace, and salvation to the faithful and obedient. Men
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MturaOy perceive no value in these things, worthy

to be 'Weighed against the pleasures they find in self*.

Urill and transgression.v
'

Furthc r, did not experience fully prove, that per-

petual disgust and disappointment harass us, whi.^t

we are intent to indulge ourselves, it might be no

decisive proof, of msin's. blindness, to seek for happi.

ness in what the world can give or promise, to the

neglect oi God. Or were we, like the Heathens, in-

capable of knowing what notice he would humble
himself, to take of us his poor creatures, on cither

of these suppositions, it would-be no evidence of

blindness in man, to reject as imaginary, the pros- •

pect of finding happiness in the knowledge of God,

.

and lively consciousness of his favour. For we
jnight then say, it was the heig-ht of arroi^ance to im-

agine therecould be intimate friendsihip between him
•and man.

On the contrary, when the infallible word ofGod
reveals his adorable excellency, and assures us at the

same time of the high place man holds i!i his thoughts,

and that his heart is open to embrace him, so soon as
he desires deliverance from sin, and to treat him
with ail the endearments a son can receive from the

most kind father ; in such a case, man must be de-

plorably blind, if he does not hsten with delie^ht to

these declarations ; trust in them with all confidence,

and accept them as his chief happiness and glory.

Yet, alas ! we are with great difficulty brought to

believe, that God does indeed dwell with man ; and
with greater to desire communion w ith him. After

a thousand disappointments from the world, still,

witli boundless credulity, we depend upon every de-

lusion for our joy. The meanest trifle, the most
sordid pursyit, every tiling except the knowledge
and love of God, we arc blind enon j^h to fancy worthy
ogx ii&;ction^ and our pains to posi>ess it.
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darkness mttmlly covers etery mind. And wbUst
buzsing in!Kcts and crawling,wams nmringly per?

ceive what is most beneficial for them, constantly -

pursue and constantly adhere to it, man naturally

Uirns aside from the fountain of all good, and dares

conchide no profit ia to be found in tlie knowkdgpci

and love of him. Ewn men of the fineat abilities and
penetration in the things of sense, are in diis point

miserubly blind. Biuid are rich and poor, young
and old, priest and people, till they receive from
above the gift of a right judgment.
' Scripture strongly asserts this blindness natural tHi-

us ati. Man Is bom like a wild ass's odt,'' Jdb
XI, 12, not only destitute of heavenly wisdom, but

stupid to apprehend, and averse to receive it. Ob*
serve how keenly the comparison is pointed, like the

tusn an animal remarkable for its stupidi^ to a pro*
irerb ; like the ass's «ofr« which must be of course

more egregiously stupid than its dam ; like the iviid

ass's, colt, which is not only blockish, but refractory;

neither by nature possessing valuable qualities, nor

capabfe of receiving tliem through discipline.

. The mHural bUtidneas of the hunMm mind is also

fiecessarily implied in. those many assertions, which
ascribe all discernment of the Gospel, to the in-

iluence of the Holy Ghost, called the Spirit of Truth,

because.his is to lead us into all the trutfau Nay^
decisive on this point, was there no other testimony^

is that remarkable one, The natural man receireth

not the lhinn;s of the spirit of God, for they are fool-

ishness unto him, neither can he know them because

they are spiritually discerned," I Cor. ii. 14.

Equal to man's bUndness respecting Ood, is the

depravity of his temper. This discovers itaiM in

forgetting his Maker, though the whole creation*^

loudly attests his ej^cellcucy and presence* Man
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MB ht m6iem to ilie whole ho«t of ikiireii mo/fkif
mmicfl^ «rnif atound hita$ >lie can enjoy and fttH
upon the bounties of his God ; stand encircled with

his mercies, and l^e preserved from all dangers by
his care ; yet never so much as once advert to the

iaiiiibely wise and gneioaa hand, fixwn whidi he wti

eeiiees hia all. . He can«hiit God imt of tbe gomenu
mmt ofMs own'world, Iwimiae mvisUile; and aioriba

to the mere ignorant unclLsigning instruments, which
subserve the divine will, the honour of the most
taraeficiaie&cta. So that when God would impi^sa

a nation with awe of hiaafasolute dominion over tha
a&ira of men, he sends forth his jodgments on tlie

earth, which, like a glaring comet held up in the air,

by its alarmhio; appearance, may kad up tbe tlioughts

9f men to their Maker.

With lespect to individuaia, there b no recover^

ing anjr man fimn that deep forgetfulness of God in

which we aatnraily Ife, without changing his joy
into lieaviness, Iiis prosperity into trouble. A cham-
ber of sicfness, or dread of death, tlie king of ter*

rors» must make him know himself to be but mam
Pain mustscourge liim, or fcarfui appreheaskma <if

heil awaken the sleeper to own his dependence upon
God. Nay, after these severe monitors have faith-

fully i>€rlormed their office, and put man in remem-
knance of his Creator, the remembrance ofhim passes

amy (iike'diat of a ^^est which tarries Init^t day),

thoughM natureexhibks him to die senses.

*''rhough the sun, in transcendent brightness,

oomes forth from his chamber everv morning to pro-

claim his Maker's glory ; though the moon and stars,

which govern the night, add their united evidence

tamagnify their Creator to a gazing, but unafected
•world ; though the Mr whisper his clemency in the

baln^ refreshing gale; though the roaring winds

•fimd xeodioi^ sterms. sopvd forth his majesty, yet all
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tddreiaes fiul ; man reAiseth to hear. Each tome
vrayed in beauty, or braithing perfume, courts om
afftciioai> for its infinitely amiable Author; not a
bird that warbles, or a brook that luurnmrs, but

invites our praise, or chides our ingratitude. AU
the variety of fruits deposit their attestation on our
palates, yet seldom awaken our hearts ; they give ua
a proof of the . divine benignity, as undeniable as it

is pleasing, and too often ineffictual. la short, the

whole creation is a kind of nKi<rnificent cmbassv from
its almighty Lord, deputed to proclaim his excels

kncies, and demand our homage*'' Yet man, so
strong is the depmvity of his mind, disregards the

former, consequently must withhold the latter.

It may be said, these instances of the power, wis-

dom, and goodness of God are silent ; therefore they

fail to engage attention. But, alas I man's forget-

fulness of his Maker is stubborn enough to with-

stand much louder calls. * Behold the messeni^ers of
tlie Lord, with heaven-kindled lo\ e in their he ans,

and fire in their eves, address him. They plead the

Cause of God savi trutii, making their earnest appeal

to man's reason and experience. They set the Father

of the spirits of all flesh before his mind, in the su*

preme \^\ory of his character, and the overflowing

riches of his grace. Yet the impression made abides

no longer than till the first earthly object occurs. -

The meiest trifle can scatter every idea of God from
his corrupted memory, as wind scatters the chaC :

Nay, when that incorruptible word, which breathes

the majesty of him who inspired it, is read by his

ministers, man, till renewed by grace, betrays a
flagrant insensibility towards God in his whole de-

portment. The sons of business are in idea buying,
selling, and getting gain in his house, as at the ex-
chaiii^c or market ; the eye of lewdness ceases not

to gratify itsdi ia tiie iioiy assembly* Youthfi4
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minosity roves from object to object, as prompted
by pride of birth, beauty, or appaiel. And, amidst

a multitude of professed worshippers, only the few
happily recovered from natural forgetfulness of their

Maker, worship him in spirit and in truth.

Weigh this fact, every where filling under notice,

and you mubt conclude from it, that the God ia

whose hands is all our life and happiness, we over-

look more than the smaller matter relative to our
temporal interest ; and forget much more than aiqr

person on whom we have the least dependence.

SUNDAY VIIL

CHAP. Vlil.

, On the Depravity of Man*^

-We have found it is the practice of the humati
race, till renewed to live in forgetfuluess of God*
But must not this be owing to contempt of his ex-
cellency and majesty ? Are we wont to be obsti-

nately inattentive to our friends, whilst any degree
of veneration remains for them ? When the lord of
a great household is absent from his family, and by
consequence invisible to his servants, do they lose

the remembrance of his authority, before they be*

come profligate ? Or, when children ure separated

from worthy parents the distance of w hole kii^-*

doms, can they forget their relation and obligations

till they are become utterly degenerate ? If we tracCf

therefore, man's forgetfulness ofGod up toits source,

tft riiaU ba convinced he despises the Lord God om-
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nipotent. every Cfariilkn comtiy, the fakrt m*
monstrajices which reason makes against sin are

mightily enforced by scripture ; and tiie notion that

,the infinite grandeur of God will not sufier him to

pay regard to our oonduoli is confuted by the wholt
history of his providence, and by undeniaUe facts*

No earthly potentate ever can shew himself attentive

in such a degree to the manners of his subjects, or

jealous of the honour of his laws, as the King eter-

nal has done in the most awful ways. Who among
the princes of.the earth has eVer so fuUy enaetad pro?

hibitions against all evil, oc so strictly enjmned the

practice of all righteousness, as the Judge eternal?

Who has added penalties to deter from presumptu-

ous offences, worthy to be named with evcrlafitiog

burnings f In what nation are such rich preferments

and honours insured to loyaltyand obedience,as in the

kingdom of our God? or, among earthly monarchs^

who has been found so terrible to avenge his quarrel,

as He in his righteous judgments, which have beea
executed upon sinners ?

To jdespise, therefore, this great^ and terrible, audi

excellent God, judging by the universal sense

mankind, is an instance of desperate depravity. Fof
to despise a superior, is a greater offence, none will

deny, than if he Avere our equal ; and an affront to a
crowned head wiU be deemed an insult much beyond
the same offence against a private man ; because, ad

all honour bears a value according to his degree who
confers it, so dishonour is measured by his character

who receives it. To despise God, is an offence^

therefore, without a figure, infimte. For almighty

power, in essential union wiA perfect wisdom, jus*

tice, and mercy, make up the name of God, and de-

mand the heart- felt adoration of all his reasonable

creatures. Even to doubt whether such adoration

be due to him, argues profligate stupidity ; but tB
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act «B if he were unwortfair our &Mr or havt^ sB

ifiagitious ividBCdness.

Yet -itolo them^ml temper of mtiddndb
Wheicrer yon turn ymr eyes, yon may see it in a
«trong light. Consider the vast multitude who live

in the open bre^h of one or other of Grod's coai*

fnandments. Are they doing so» becausp ignoraaft

liwi tiidr «ii is MiUflea ? il cairnot be«£nned»
fiofime iweaicrs JkmMr n^iat ^ tMrd command-

. fiaent requires, and the Lawgiver who ordained it.

The m^hty to drink strontj^ wint, and those wh9 ^

kast and pamper their l^odies, ibnow who calis upoft

lihem t» lie temper^t nd denoimees «roes upon aH
artu>8e god it Ibeir belly. The lewd are 110 atrangera

to their doom ; whoremongers and adulterers God
will jud^ : nor frauduient tradesmen to that solemn
infterrogatioi^ Know ye not that the iinrightcoin

ahall not mherit the kiogdom ofOod

f

No deolamtioaseaii oe more plain or peremptorf^
yet iniquity has ia all ages and places aboundedl
Offenders in each of the above named classes, thougli

warned, entrealed, importuned, adjured in thenam^
af God, not only refuse to hearbeiiy but cry o«^
fPbeie afaail no harm happen unto as. By this eoa»
diiBCt, man loams out Ins shame, provinj^ that when
he can neither plead %norance, or forgetfulness, he
wiii dare to treat the laws of his Maket*, as if he
thoaghtdiem^ in some instaooes, the wild dictates

cf passion^ the irapositiona of a tyranly or the in*

jonotions of a i&cL He will dare to trasft his law^

as if, in some instances, respectinp^ his own case^

it was weak in its intention, envious in its restraints,

meedless to he obaerf£d» and nothing to be dreaded
from tmmpling it under foot.

It ism Tain ferman to reply, whilst a wilful thina*

gressor, that far be it from him to despise God, he
means only to please himself in his aio^ for iu a
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Christian countr\% where the law of God is in every

one's hand, we cannot possibiy do th^ one, without

ix ing guilty of the other also. Nor can a proud re-

beiiious spirit more strongly exprtss contempt of

God's government, than by coi.ciuding it his own
interest to walk contrar)^ to it ; ond when doing so^

despise his wrath> revealed in the niobtsolemnmanner
against allthe unrighteousitessand.ungodlinessofman*

But in whatever light man himself ma} regard the
practice of sin, it is beyond dispute God will punish

j

it as inexcusable CD itt-nipt of his authority ; for he
^

represents himself on this very account inexorable
cj

to the cries of sinners, when they are appalled at the

miseries-coming upon them.- Because 1 have called,
1 1^

by my law, ministers, and people, upon the. diso-

bedient, and ye refused; and whtn, as a man vc-

hemently desirous to be regarded, I have stretched

out my hand, and no man regarded.- But ye have
set at nought all my counsel, and would none ofmy
reproof: iaiso will laugh at your calamity, and I
w ill mock u lien your fear cometh. \\ lien your
fear eometh as desolation, and your destruction

Cometh as a whirlwind, whi n distress and anguish
come upon yoiK" Prov- i. 24, 27. In thisalanning

passage, observe, the Almighty expresses the
strongest contempt and scorn towards ob.^rinate sin-

ners, W'hich is described as a just i ctaiiation u]-)on

them of the very same usuage, which he, tlirough his

forbearance and mercy,so long receivedat theirbands.
' What has been offered, clearly proves much de-
pravity in the natural temper of man towards liis

Maker. There is noway of denying this, unless ^^^^

you affirm it is no baseness to forget the fountain of j:

all good, and treat infinite excellency with contempt.

not

0}]e

JS^t the impiety of such a shocking^ assertion cari u

proc6€id from no heart, which is not itself a living; /^ '^t

demon<^UcU.ion of the great depravity it canuot bear »

«

to own* ^
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SUNDAY IX.
I w

CHAP. XX,
" '

' - .

The Hmftan Heart's Enmity agadnst God*

The deplorable blindness of inaii in his natural

coudiuon, his neglect and contempt of God, nicuii-

fest in the whole form of his iii^, liave been already

proved*. But there is still, ^s ! something worse
chargeable upon us ail, till created again in Christ

Jesus. This i shouid have cai LiuiU cuiiccaled, did

I write for reputation, or to please my readers, and
not to bring them to th^ knowledge .of themseivcSi

one; of die richest blessings they, can receive. I well

know what is going to be proved upon fallen man^ is

infinitely offensive to pride, and, sooner than any
• other chart^e, kindles indignation. I remember the

time, when, full of self-complacency,.! should have
' resented such an accusatipn beyond measure, for the

'truth of which 1 now contaid.* 1 only .entreat the

candor of mv readers, to believe I would conscien-

tiousiy avoid adding any thiiig- to the sinfulnesb of

faiica man, which ui nature ha^ no existence, and in
' the Bible no proof* I desire also to be esteemed no
less full of love .to the human, r^ce, than if I main-
tained that man was bom with perfect rectitude of

soul. With the greatest pleasure 1 should embrace
that notion, if fact and God's express lestnnony did

not compel us to renounce it as a dangerous self-ilat-

tery, and an absolute ialsehqod. . ,

Having thus endeavoured to procure an unpreju-

diced hearing of my proofs, I am bold to open to

the bottom die detestable corruption of liuman na-

ture ; and m^ntain that there dwells in the heait of
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every man, till changed by gmce, an aversion to the

Author of his being. This accusation, those who
are notoriously abandoned will not allow, much less

will the decent, sober« and bonest. The proofs, theft-'

fare, I ahall bring, ave what aU confeaa, ^ demon*
strate hatred in every other cate. After these proofe,

the infallible decision g£ God's word upon the matter

fhall be produced.

It is then universally aUowed, that nothing but
Inversion in the besari towards persons, beyond #
doubt, wise and excellent, can render theiroompany
irksome. Whenever we obbcrve this, we conclude

there must be some personal dislike, however con-

cealed or denied. >jow, secret prayer, and reading

the scripture with a devout mind, are a near approacli

to God, so like being in his company, that thest

fencans of grace are called seeking his face, and en*

termg into his presence. If, then, strong aversion

to holding su b intercourse with our Maker, can be
prov^ natural tp fiillen man, it will prove his aver«

'

sion, since nme caii dispute the wisdom or glorious

excellency of God.
By this test, try the human race in everj^ stage of

life. Do young or old, before they are divinely

changed, love prayer and reading the scripture, ana
take delight in both ? 1 do not affirm they totally

neglect tnem ; but do not they repeat prayers hasti*

ly, without desiring to know the meaning of what

they repeat or read ? Are not a few minutes in a

day thought time sufficient for such a task ? Is not

the Bible, that authentic account of God, ourselves,

and the womkriiil tldngs he hath wrou^t, a taste*

less book, very little read ; whilst hours arc every

day consumed with joy, in despicable amusements,,

mid frothy entertainments ? W hat can more clearly

prove man's aversion to God, than dus conduct^

IliDecially aft h^t ill infinity amih»oeittfo ofers t^



lUid communieii with us, iiiTites our acqiiaintaiice^

would have m regard him as our exceeding joy^

and kadoitr Hvcs vifth him. Why do we nott
Because we like not to retain lum in our knowiK

ledge, nor to glorify him as God.

Further, when the excellency of a person is fai^

S^tpmMj greftty nothing but aversion towards hii

«elf can make strong regard for hb honor, the cause

of separation between nearest reladons and dearest

friends. Rut if the dislike reach even to those who
are zealous for his honour, only on that account, ia

wh^t viruleBce must it reign against the party who
is the cause of the quarrel ?

By this rule <5f judging, rtum's natural aversion ta

liis Maker is no less flagrant than detestable ; for

zealous subjection to the Lord Jesus Christ, and love

Ibr his fKune, is nothing more than suicc re attach*

inent to the gltry and truth of God* Yet, in att

atages of lifef this temper is insufferably o&nsive to

mankind*
Sometimes, as a prodigy, it appears in a child at

achool. Instantly his playmates, as from instinctive

Enmity, will have him in derision* In universitiea

you may consume your time in idleness, be lewd«

intemperate, or profane in discourse and principle,

and suffer no persecution or reproach. But if, with
'

Christian fortitude, you refrain from all fashionable

lice, and dare to uige the law of God as the stand*'

«rd of right and wrong, sneers and abusive insult

must be expected. As this is the case, before the

corrupt affections of the heart are iiiflj[nicd by long

indulgence, it must necessarily be worse afterwards*

Accordingly, £uth in Christ worlcing by love, and
producing tte most excellent fruits, are the cause of
Tariance and separation, where the greatest intimacy

and friendship subsisted before. The sanit persons

wh() were pleased with your ^pod sense aiid good
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. manners, who even proposed you as a pattern for

imitation^ whilst living with them in fashionable for*

getfuhiess of God, so soon as you are divinefy chaiig-

ed into a real christian, will look sh} upon \ on, cen- -

sure sharply your prmciples, and, if interest prevent

not, nly abuse your extravagant piety, and re-

nounce your acquaintance. Could, this ever be the

case, was there indifference only towards God in the.

heart, and not aversion? By no means; for though
you may not approve of your friend's intimacy with

a third ptrsor^ ol known woith, yet you would never

be enra,^ed with him on that account, unless you
greatly disliked that person.

It is a certain pfoof of aversion to your King^
when you cannot bear the respectful mention of his

name ; when in silent chagrin you hear the relation

of his good qualities ; and are impatient to leave the

room, till another topic of discourse be introduced*

What then are we to conclude, from the general

hatred of religious conversation ? Why, in all the

vast variety of subjeets on which men discouisc, is

,objccnon only made ai2;ainst those sentiments which
exalt the honour of God, and Jesus iChrist whom be
hath sent ? What but inbred aversion would imme-
^ately brand conversation of this kind, as odious
cant, and obbtinateiv ascribe it to ostentation, or

some base desi,u;n. Men will be pleased with mc cs-

. sant prating about every the meanest trifle, dogs,

horses, cards,, and courtezs^ns; but as aoon as an
attempt is made to turn our attention to the Lord
of the world, his transactions, commands, govern*

mentj or love, the very mention of the subject occa-

sions, in almost every company, a visiljic disgust;

disapproving silence iostandy ensues ; tiii some mean
foolish pursuit of men is again introduced^ as a pleas-*

ing topic of discourse. Ah ! what can demonstrate,

that God is the object of general a\eisiu]i, li tliis
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fcrils, which proclaims alpud,. that he is the only per-

son of whom no one chooses to speak, and whose
prabi^s no one desires to hear ! Could a circle ot
avowed atheists desire to have it otherwise ?

Again, no one doubts whether enmity reignsin the .

heart against our earthly sovereign, when the tongue
is ever abusins^ his best friends, and casting reproach

upon his government, and the hand active in oppos-

ing it. Judging by die same rule , how plain is the

enmity of men,- unrenewed in their minds, against

God ! It is common to hear them pour out ridicule

on the faithful servants of Christ, as creatures ab-

siu'dly demure, in judgment pitiably weak, in tem-
per madly enthusiastic ; though ever, .so prudent,

discreet, steady, and excellent. What a. malicious

insinuation is this against the glorious God ! It U
saying, in effect, that all who have any concern for

his honour, are under the power of dchision, and
truly despicable in their choice and pursuits*

: Add to this, that the disobedience of men to .the

law of God of itself proves enmity. Every wilful

transgression is a controversy with him who forbids

it, and a direct opposition to his will. It is expressly

called m scripture rebellion against God. . For
though we cannot bring forth the weapons of our in-

dignaition against the invisible^ as rebellious sub^i

jects do against their mortal king, yet the bidding
dt tiance to his law demonstrates our inclination to

do this execrable deed. It is an evident declara-*

tion that our spirit is in a state of hostility against

Heaven. Every presumptuous oiFender calls aloud

by his practice upon all who behold it: Come on,

rise up with me, as an enemy against the Lord.
Who is he, that he should reign over us ?

From these instances, notorious in all places, and
in every conditipn of life, it is evident the natural

temper ofmankind towards the author of their being

Digitized by Google



n . COMPLETE DUTY OF MAIJ.

h enmity itself; for these instances, ereiy mm
WowM confess a demonstration of enmity in every

#lher case. What then but the biindeac, baset ad£m

love, can lead us to deny it in the present?

Biit wliedier we will altow it or noti our Maker
lias decided the matter. He constantly speaks of the

children of men in their natural state, as haters of
iiim, his adversaries, and enemies* Christ* we are
tssured, died for the ungodly, which, we aie told, in
A few verses after, includesourmost obnoxious 09it« '

iition of being enemies to God.
The carnal mind (which the context explains to

be the mind of man in his natural state) is afHrmed,

Rom. viii. 7, to be not only averse to God, but tn^

iHty against him ; which enmity expresses itself m
abhorring to pay the homage due to the Creator, by
^lievin^ and obeying his word.

Indeed the gospel itself, by one of its most lovely

titles, emphatically proves the mielancholy truth, far

It is called ilie ministty of iMoncitiatioii* A mediod
oontrivedby^nsummatt wisdom, and exeeu^ bj^

almighty love, to reconcile us unto God, who wens
enemies to him in our minds, and fay wicked wonks^
Col. i. 21.

Frcmi this deplorable depravity of«nan, feds sinMU
ness appears in a glaring light. For ^kiat can bo
more criminal than such a disposition ? Consider it

in its direct tendency. It is no less than a denial of
the relation which subsists between the Creator and
Hrektuie* . It is tinming the noblest part of the divine

WcN'kmanship visible on earth from its proper bans*
Was you to break in pieces the whole frame of na-

ture, and resolve the world into a mere chaos, the evil

would not be so great, as breaking tiie primary bond
between the Almighty Creator, and his more escel*

lent woA, a rational immortal soul. For all the re-

Iktions winch subsist between creatures are ii^^ean, in
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oatnjMttson of the relation between creatmeS) tad ibm

AuAor of tMr being. Besides, what monaktroui

wickedness is disaffeetion to the glorious Author of

our lives ? What do we think or sav of those vvha

bate iheir excellent parents ? VVe judge such chil-

dren guilty in the highest degree, and biand them
tnth every name of repfoach. Yet in how snfiall n
measure do parents contribute to the being or wel-

fare of their children, compared with what the bless-

ed God doth to ours? And how little superiority

have parents in point of power and excellency above
tlieir childraa f Whereas the majesQr and excellency
of our Maker, none deny, exceed our highest con«

ceptions.

Further, what cause can man alledge as the ground
of this disaflFection towaltls God ? Many good works
has he dcme for us all ; fiif which of these is he haU
«d f WhBLt in|urie6 hav^ we received from lum to

offend us? With many ]Dowerful allurements he
draws us, as with the cords of a man ; by benefits

visible to every eye, and repeated every day, in all

the comforts and coiivenbpces oflife ; by inviting all

who will return to their allegiance, to partake of the

highest degrees of honour and everlasting salvailon,

through the sacrifice of his own Son, by whom he
beseeches sinners to be reconciled unto him.

Enmity against God comprehends ail other wicfc-

•doess in it. For as love to God and man is the sum
of all the precepts, so hatred of God comprehends
all iniquity, since every branch of it may be resolv-

^ into this detestable depravity of mind.

If you ask, what is the great use of representing

tbe natural vileness of man in his apostasy from God,
and describing his character in colours so opposite to

those, which have been long in fashion ; I answer, the

knowledge of man's natural corruption, in the degree

fffioved above, £rom fact and scripturei is absolutel};
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necessary to justify the caphid doctrines of the Bt«
ble : to prove, that, for from being arbitran' deciara-

tions, they have their foundation in our misery, of
which they are the only cure.

* By the capital doctrines of scripture, 1 understand,
redemption from sin, and acceptance with God,
til rough hdth in the atonement and righteousness of
God our Saviour ; the iiiumiuation of the mind, and
chcinge of all its tempers, by the inward operation of
the Holy Ghost

Aurainst each of these doctrines, you must be
strongly prejudiced, or only receive them as specu-

lative points, till you know man's natural condition

respecting God, is exceeding sinfuL For, though
conscience will not suffer you to say, you have done
no evil, vet, if vou have been decent, sober, and mor-

al, you will quarrel with the doctrine of scripture :

confident you are not so wicked by many degrees as

that book of truth affirms you are, nor deserve, in

anv measui e, that punishment which, it so solemnly

declares, is the wa^es of sin.

As strong an objection, and in Hits tendency as ru«

inous to the souL will reign in your heart against the

way of life. For your own better obedience, after

tra'jsgrcssions, will hold a high place in your con-

ceit, and consequently create steadfast hatred to the

doctrine of salvation by grace. A doctrine incom.
patible with a good opinion of our own virtues and
performances : for it annuls every plea to obtain mer-

cy, but the blood of the Redeemer, who, in infinite

pity, undertook to deliver man from ruin, by bearing

on the cross his sin. A w^ of reconciliation to

God, which never can be cordially accepted, nor ef-

fectually used, till we confess the human race is aU
together corrupt and abominable in their natural tem-
p&rs respecting their Maker. Whereas the meek

.
acknowledgment of this truth itiskes it evident be-
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yond a doubt, tliat it became Him, by whotn are all

things, and far whom are all things, in no other way
to juHtify the ungodly, sinners, and enemies to him,
and so to bring many sons unto glory.

^

Further, whilst men are not supposed to be in

their natural state, blind to the truths and excellency
of God, and in their earliest disposition set against

him, the doctrine of illumination by the Holy Ghost,
and his agency, as the principle of new life, must be
rejected as absurd and false. For if man's under-
standing be not dark, or he can, by his own applica-

tion and efforts, know die truth and obey it, there can
be no need of foreign help, in this case, exhorta-

tions to exert his own abilities are rational ; but calls

upon him to pray for the spirit of revelation are
foolish. For the same reason, the agency of divine
grace can never be thou.^ht necc ssary to form anew
the tempers of the mind, unless it was naturally

prone to forget, despise, and hate its glorious Crea-
tor : because, to reform the manners in a very con-
siderable degree, or to excel in the practice ot justice,

honesty, humanity, and mercy, requires no super-
natural aid. We daily see some who despise prayer^
and the oracles of God, yet live in peace, probity,
and good-will towards men ; so that we do not uni-
versally act contrary to bocial duties. But it is that

strength of impiety which opposes our giving to God
honor, and glory, and obedience, and supreme love,

which renders the agency of the Holy Ghost indis-

pensably necessary. This detestable depravity run-
ning in the blood of mankind, and being interwoven
with their frame since the fall, demands his energy,
who i$ the great Restorer of the divine image on the
mind of man.
The conclusion, therefore, is plain : in proportion

'

as ignorance of the condition of human nature re-

specting God prevails, the whole scheme of Chris-
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IhR piaeiples must be lejected, or received in hf

-

pocn^ ; whilst, in the same degree as we know our*

selves, we shall rcverciicc, embrace, and improve it,

to the glory of God, the good of all, about us^ and
the salvation of our souls.

PRAYliR,

For the Knowledge of Ouisclves,

iuUed to the Preceding Subject*

O LORD GOD, Thou resisteth the proud, but
givest grace to the humble : subdue our haughty
spirit which cannot brook the charg-e of sinfulness

brought against us in thy word. Bring to our re-

membrance^ days in which we were like beasts,

ignorant of our dependence upon thee; of th^

excellency, or thy authority over us ; or of the de-

testable baseness of rebelling against thee. How
long was it before we said, where is God our maker?
How <rflten, when sickness or pain, danger and de*

liverance from it, have forced us to think of thy

mercies, has the remembrance of thee fled away, as

a dream when one awaketh! Or if, through good
Education and example, we could not forget thee,

how daringly have we despised thy counsel ! We
have behaved to thee, as if nothing was so unrea*

sonable as thy commandments, or so contemptible

as thy service. Our vile lusts we have served frotA

our hearts, but would have none ofthy counsel, not*

be checked by thy reproof. Our mind luis bee^l

enmity against thee, not able to bear thou shouldest

be so highly exahed, and we be absolutely restrain-

cd firom every evil gratification. In aversion to thee^

we liave chosen the company of the ungodly* We
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have t^ken pleasure in their profane manners. We
have held thy most zealous servants in derision,

counting their lives foolishness, and their end to be
without honor.

Such, O Lord God, have been ihe eftcts of out

natural enmitjr towards thee. How exceeding sin-

ful in thy sight! Save us from palliating and dis-

sembling this our condition. In tlK deepest acknow-
ledgment of thy grace, enable us to cry, Lord, what
is man that thou regardest Urn ! From full convic-

tion ofour entire depravity, may we feel our need of

a Redeemer. May we see our sinfulness, such as

could not be pardoned, but through his atonhig

blood ; our vile afiections so strong, as not to be
subdued but by Ms spirit f and our souls so fallen

from God, as to be incapable of entering into Ins

kingdom, till born again from above.

Grant us wisdom, O God, to trace up all our

transgressions to their fountain head, the corruption

of our nature. And from every discovery of innate

depravity, teach us to set an higher value on the

blood and rigliteoubiiess of Christ, and depend only

on the grace of tlie Holy Spirit. From a clear per-

ception, that in us, i, e. in our flesh, there dwelleth

tio good thing, may we be jealous of ourselves, and
circumspect, and put our whole trust in God's
promises, power, and grace, to keep us from falling.

O Lord, knowing there is none righteous, no not
one, that all are Corrupt, and wholly soin their nature^

give us an heart to pity and pray for all men ; to be
kind, tender-hearted, and full of bowels of mercy.
May we be led, by what we observe in others, to

turn our eyes inward, and lament our own mani-
fold defects, since we are all of one blood, and all

inherit the same evil nature*

Finally, we commend to thee, O God, who alone

canst shew to men in error the light of thy truth.
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all who deny their natuiul bluKlna»& and depravity^

O hide pride from their eyes. Convince them by thy

spirit, and, by setting their evil ways and doings be-

fore them, that they ought to abhor ihems>eives, to

bow down before thee, wretched, and miserable, and
poor and blind, and naked, as they are, begging to

bf made partakers of the riches of thy grace in

Christ Jesus who came to seek and to save that

which was lost. He^ us for liis bake, our only Me-
diator. Amen.

SUNDAY X.

CHAP. X.

On the Perfection of the LaiT.

^HE laWy with its terms of perfect righteous-

ness and life on one hand, of disobedience and death

on the other, is the first thing in the word of God
which claims our attention. And till this Uw is

known, the gospel cannot be understood ; because

it is a revelation of the way which Gfod has ordained

to deliver sinners from the curse of the law.

This niost important connexion between the law
and gospel is frequently taught in scripture. Yetf
from a strong aversion in us all to confess our shapne

and guilt, and from a false construction of what is

spoken of the law. as if it related to the Jewish state,

tliis point is fatally overlooked by most, who call

tlicmsclves Christians.

To remove such hurtful ignorance, I shall lay be*
- fore you the perfection and extent of the law ; the

excellent benefits which flow from understanding
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both its Tiatiire and derign ; and the pernkiious er-

rors which govern the mind^ till the law is under-

stood.

The perfection of the law of the Ten Command-
ments will be evident, - from comparing it with all

other laws, and consideruig its extent.

The best laws of human contrivance are sadiv

defective, because they cannot take cognizance of

the intents of die heart, nor condenuf the first pre
pensities to evil. Their whole force reaches no far-

ther than the preservation of public peace. On the

contrary, the law of God forbids, under pain of pen<>,

alties insupportable, our compUance with the invi«

sible suggestions of evil concupiscence, and strictly

condemns our giving place, but for an iuitant, to a

wicked thought.

If it be said the law of conscience is not defec-

tive here, as human statutes must be; that this,

going deeper, serves as a supplement to them, and
restrains, where penal laws fail. The answer is

obvious ; the law of conscience is formed by their

mannersand sentiments with whom we are educated,

and constantly converse. It must be of course ex-^

ceedingly depraved by customs and prejudices, and
on that account an uncertain and dangerous, instead

of a sufficient rule of action. But the lawrof the

Ten Commandments leaves us in no difficulty, nor
under any doubts. We know, whilst wc are con-

forming to it, we obey a rule of perfect righteous-

jiess.

Furdier, the laws which are established, even for

the peace and welfare of society, are often severe

and distressing; to some individuals, nor can human
sagacity prevent this. The best laws, therefore,

srt those which are attended with the fewest 4ncon-

Teniences. But the law of God is at all times, and
in all places, equally of universal benefit. The most
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eacact «tteiitiMi to it i» mm to produoe Ae atmtmk
measure of comfort and peace amongf men. r7o one
can say, with truth, he is in tKe least aggrieved hf
it: neither rkh nor poor, g-overnors nor subjects,

whilst they regard their true interest, have cause ta
wish the least alteration in it.

To proceed one step farther, the law or doctrme,
wliich moral philos(>})hers taught of old, and many
still profess to adii^ire above the scripture ruie^ i&

little better than deceit varnished over wkh ^;reat

awrellin^ words. It talks of eradicating the passions,

yet neither promises nor intimates that sttpematural

aid shaii be given to accompiidh this arduous work ^

the man is seif-suftcient. Besides, instead of con*
demning, it encourages the worst tempers in tiio

human breast ; for it directs us to conquer intem«r

perance, resentment, and revenge, by pride; and
the sins of the body by those of the mind, that is, U
will make men less ISat beasts^ by making thou
more resemble devils.

How superior the law of the Ten Command^*
i;nents ! which equally condemns every evil tempei^

and strikes at the whole body of sin, and at everjf.

defilement, which prevents the perfection of holiness*

There is still one law more to be considered,

which claims, no less than the Ten Commandments^
the God of heaven and of earth for its author, the

Jewish ceremonial law. Yet, when weighed with
the moral, it will be found of far less excellency t

for, though of divine appointment, it was limited to

one people ; whereas the moral law extends to all,

resulting necessarily from the perfections of God^
and our relation to each other as his rational off.

spring. Besides, there was only a temporary and
relative use in the ceremonial law ; it was in all its

branches to serve as a figure for the time then present*

It shadowed fortii, Messiaht the substance; and
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when fae appeared, and had finished his work, it wasw

to cease for ever. But the commandments of the

two tables, are of unalterable obligation, so long as

the world endures ; and whilst the Levitical ordi-

nances did mystically respect the inner man of the

hearty the law of the Ten Commandments emphatic

cally, and without a figure, ordains what its tempers
and desires ought ever to be.

The admirable perfection of the law will appear

still more manifest, from briefly pointing out the

great extent of duty enjoined by the Ten Command*
ments* They are designed to secure the honor due
to the name of God ;

sanctify all the powers of man
to his service ; regulate the life and heart in every

situation, and describe the perfection of holiness.

For though, in our natural ignorance, seduced too by
names of great weight in the learned world, and
criminally partial to ourselves, we, wkh an air of con-

fidence, conclude the commandments mean no more
than they are understood by us to mean ; yet our
Grod and Ju^e, by interpreting, himself, tluree of the
ten, plainly proves, ever?/ one ofthem reaches to the

thoughts and intents of the heart.

The First Commandment requires supreme, un-
rivalled love of God ; that sensual pleasure, honor,
riches, and every earthly comfort, compared with

him, should be vile in our eyes. The Second
obliges us to take heed, that we conceive of God
as has revealed his own nature, neither adding
nor ffinunishing any thing ; that we worship before

him secretly, and in the congre^^ation, according to

the rule he hath himself appointed, ofiering to him
spiritual prayers, praises, and thanksgivings, keep-
ing at a distance from every appearance of idolatry.

The Third Commandment requires us to be mind-
ful at all times of God's majesty, conscientiously

av^ding, in our conversation and thoughts, every
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tiling savouring of irreverence towards him } tfiat we
observe faithfully the religious profession we muktf

Ixfore him, and with the form of godiinebs join the

power. The Fourth ob'igt s us to lay aside every

worldly occupation on the Lord's day, that the worth
of the sout and things ofa spiritual nature, may tak<$

up our thoughts, and more btrongly affect our minds.
The Fifth requires us, as soon as we can understand

our duty, to pay u cheerful obedience to our parents,

testifying the sense we have of our debt to them^
under God^ for life« for much tenderness and care

over us ill the helpiehs state of ehildhood, and num-
berless benefits beside. The Sixth not only re-

Strains our liandsfrom murderous violence, but con-

demns every degree of wrath, hatred, or want of
love in the heart towards men. The Seventh not
oi^ly condemns the whoremonger and adulterer, but
the looking upon the face of beauty with impure
thoughts, as the adultery of the heart* The £ighth
is a barrier against ever}' injurious encroachment
which self-love would lead us to make upon our
neic^hbour's ])roperty or rights : it forbids every

species of fraud, however prevalent, or palliated by
plausible excuses. The Ninth exacts from us an
mviolabte regard to truth, and the character of our
fellow-creatures ; a victory over the tongue, that

World of iniquity, the tongue so impatient of re-

straint from the law of kindness. The Tenth con-

demns every covetous wish, all love to the things of
the world, and every degree of discontent at our
appointed situation.

It is evident from this brief account of the Ten
Commandments, that there is not one moral precept

in the Bible, which is more than an explicit declara*

tion, of what in substance and intention was before

ei.joined in the law proclaimed by the mouth of the

Lord of Hosts, oamount Sinai* Our Judgc compels
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ma to allow this, by explaining the import of the

Commandments written on the First table, as requir*

ing us to love the JLord our God widi all our heart,

and with all our mind, and with all our strength.*'

In other words, with a love so fervent, as to desire

jDOthing in comparison of hx3 glory ; to regard bim
as our chiefjoy in prosperity, our alUsufficient por-

tion in adversity,' and his favor as better than life it*

self ; endeavouring, by all our services, and all the

means which our understanding can discover, to

bring men to the knowledge and love of his name.

Thus, according to the demands of this spiritual

law, you see all our powers and facuitits must be
wholly engaged in the servici^, and to die honor
of God.

The Commandments of the Second table, as our
almighty Judge interprets them, oblige us to love

our nciglib(;ui as we love oui selves, 2. e. to pity his

misery, compassionate his mistiikes and infirmities,

conceal his faults, and exercise every office of kindU

ness to him in our power*
From this view of the Ten Commandments, the

law appears altogether worthy of its autlior, who
Ipveth righteousness, and hateth iniquity ; who is at

once jealous of the honor of his name amongst men

;

and full o^ tender regard for their present and eternal

welfare.
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SUNDAY XL

CHAP. XL

The several Uses of the Law.

0NE obvious and excellent use, is, to serve as a
complete unchangeable standard of right and wrong.
Whilst man possessed the glory he received from
his Maker, a law eugravtn on tables of stone wdn
needless, because the ^ces of his soul were a liv-

ing copy of the law. As face answereth to iace in

the water, so did Adam's unsullied mind to the will

of G(xl. But with fallen man the case is entirely re-

versed. Instead of innate knowledge of truth, man,
if left to himself^ must labour by slow and multiplied

deductions to know but a small part of his duty.
His understanding is so defective in determining
what is right and wrons^, that things utterly detesta-

ble in our judgment, who liave the pure light of the

law, were practised and approved, without one dis«

senting voice, in nations most famous for knowled^
and arts. A palpable proof, that man has no lightm

* himself to find out a rule of life, which ought to be
trusted. It is one grand design of the law from
mount Sinai to supply this want ; to deliva: man
from fallacious reasonings about duty ; to demand
his obedience to a rule of action complete, though
short ; and which, by virtue of its Author, ecjuuily

excludes all doubt and all debate.

Another perpetual use of the law is to deter, by
its tremendous curse, those persons from sinning

gainst God, who disregard more generous motives.

It represents the thunderbolt of divine indignation,

as lifted up and ready to fall upon the presumptuoui$
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offender. It brin,c;s men under dread of a Judge,

who "will visit the sins of the fathers upon the cluU

dbren unto the third and fourth generation," whilst

he keeps "mercy for thousands of them that love

him, and keep his Commandments.'*

Now, though it must be confessed, the inclina-

tions of the heart, when restrained by terrors, remain

evil as before, yet much mischief, which would foU

low from indulgini:^ them, is prevented. Thousands
who abhor no kind of villany, yet dare not disturb

the peace of society by acts of violence, through fear

of death. And ten thousands are kept from excess

in wickedness by the threatenings, which are the

sanction of the law of God.
To serve as a standard of right and wrong, and to

deter from transgression, are uses which the law of

God has in common with human laWs. Besides these

ends, there are others, which it is designed perpetu-

ally to answer. Yet, so mortifying, alas ! to human
pride, that we are brought with great difficulty to

aUow them. The scripture teaches us, diat the law
was given, that every mouth might be stopped, and
the w hole world become guilty before God. It was

' given also to serve as a " schoolmaster to bring us
to Christ, who is the end of the law for righteous-

ness, to every one that believeth."

It is plain, from the inspired apostle's arguing,

that one principal design of the law was to conlound
all who trust in themselves as righteous, by fixing

on them a conviction of sin, deserving and exposing
to endless misery. For the apostle distinguishes the

law of the Ten Commandments, from the ceremo-
nial Jewish ones, by calling it the law w ritten and
engraven on two tables of stone. After this distinc-*

ti<m, he calls it the ministration of condemnation,
because it binds over every man living to suft'cr as a
criminal, unless a sacrifice and mediator is found to

interpose and save, 2 Cor. iii« 9,

Digitizedby Go ^s'^



COMPLETE DUTY OF MAN.

Lest we should foi^t or evade a single decl ant*

tion of this useful but cJeiisive truth, or Siink flight*

ly of that condemnation the law brinj:^s upon every

transgressor, it is called The Ministration of

Death it arraigns and convicts all men, and then

pronounces sentence of death upon them. And» lest

it should be doubted whether we are to understand

by death the damnation of hell, or only the dissolu-

tion of the bod} , this law of the Ten Commandments
is called the strength of sin.** That formidable

power which binds over every unpardoned oflFender

to answer for his sins, and transmits him, after judg-
ment, to suffer the bitter pains of hell ; that po\\ er

is the law. And to decide the point, that the grand
design of the law was to prove our ruined condition,

^vithout redemption by Christ, believers are exhort-

cd to abound in thankfulness to God, for giving

them victoryover this insupportable accuser, through

our Lord Jesus Christ, who is celebrated as an in-

estimable benefactor to his church, not because
he taught us " as never man did, or left us a perfect

example to copy ; not because he came to save ail

who trust on his arm from a seducing world, and
the power of Satan. No, but mark with the utmost
attention die gracious declaration, because ** he hath

redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made
a curse for us," Gal. iii 13.

Further, God has been pleased to use an admi-
rable method for confirming the capital doctrines of

his word, b}' recording an ackiKowicdgmcnt oi iheir

truth, from his most eminent saints. In this striking

manner we are taught that the law of the Ten Com-
mandments was given to convince men of their sin-

ful state. St. Paul, by inspiration of God, is direct-

ed to relate his ignorance of this grand design of the

iaw, and the change the knowledge of it produced in

his mind.- " 1 was alive,'^ says lie, without the law
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9ncc:'* I thouf^ht I was paying such an obedlcncs

to it, as, considerine^ human infirmity, must upoik

the whole render me accept ble to God. **But

wtien the Commandment came," when its meanii^^

Ac ]es9 than high authority, was understobd by me,
*sin revived," accubc d uie with irresistible evidence

of my guilt, **and 1 died all my hope of life and
salvation from my obedience vanished. I felt myself

a ruined sinner before the holy law of God. And
the Commandment which was ordained to life,*' ori-

ginally designed to be a covenant of life upon per-

jfect obedience, ^^1 found to be unto death/' So far

from justifying me, that it annulled every plea 1 con-

fided in ; set aside every method I used for my re*

lief, and condemned me to death eternal.

Should it be said (for what will not men say,

father than confess all their misery and viteness ?)
that, in the passage above, the aposktle speaks not

in his own person, but in an asbumed character: In

answer, this apostle as strongly expresses the same
truth in his epistle to the Galatians, speaking of

himself, as was never doubted, (says he)

tiirough the law, am dead to the law.*' Umkrstand-
iiig now the extent of its demands, and the grand

design for which it was ordamed^ not to justify but

condemn every soul of man ; 1 have done with ail

dependence upon it to acqtdt me from guilt, by anjr

obedience I can pay, ** I am dead to the law, that I

might live unto God," by faith in his Son.

But as the spirit of God well knew there would
n>|>earin all ages learned men, highly conceited of
TOcir own goodness, who would confine these declar-

ations to the Jewish ceremonial law, in order to leave

room for self-exalting ideas of Christian obedience

;

to expose this £dse and pernicious construction, the
apostle affirms such things of the law he means, as
in no sens^ belong to the ceremonial law. For the
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kw he means, 13 given to stop every mouth, mi
biing in the whole world giiUty before God. Where-
as the ceremonial one will never condemn the Gen-
tiles, He means a law which faith in Christ estab-

hsAeSf the same faith which abolished the Jewish

kw. To the kw, he means, believing Romans
were dead ; but many of them in no degree ever
submitted to the ceremonial one. The law he means,
the man whn obeys shall live, *^ and if the uncircum-

cision keep the righteousness thereof, his uncircunoi-

cision shaU be counted for circumcision.'' It is a kw
which is spiritual^ whereas the Levitical kw wholly-

consisted of carnal ordinances.

There is not one of these properties by which St*

Paul distinguishes the kw he means, which can with
any truth be applied to the ceremonial one ; there-

fore, the law of the Ten Commandments, and its

grand end, conviction of sin, can only be intended

iu this epistle. And, after such various testimonies

what clearer scripture evidence can reasonably be de-

mmded in proof of this doctrine f

Before I proceed to explain the other grand de-

sign of the law, viz. of bringing sinners to seek sal-

vation by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, it will -

be useful to make some observations upon the inex-

orable nature of the kw, against which our pride

and prejudice are ever ready to rise with great re-

sentment.

You think it very hard, probably, that every rea*

sonable creature of God should be under this kw.
But can less than perfect love, and its effect, perfect

obedience, be due to our Maker? Su})posc a law
given, which would admit of imperfect obediences

it would then be impossible to determine what is sin^

or what not ; for sin is the transgression <^ the kw.-
But if the law itself would be satisfied with sinceri-

ty of intention, or tlie best obedience a corrupted

Digitized by Google



COMFL£T£ DUTY OF MAK» M
Weakcre could pay t6 it, then how could anjrtrans-

^ression of it be defined Shice^ upon this supposi-

tion, it is essential to the law to admit of imperfec-

tion and sin, under the notion of accepting sincerity.

Again, could we jusdy conclude, thatGod would
overiook dn^ transgression of his law, why not mmttf
Where then shall we stop ? Or who shall say how
fer we may, or may not go vnih impunity ? And
what must this prove in the end, but giving man a
Mberty and right to dispense with the law of God at

pleasure, and in effect abrogate the whole f

It is a counsel, therefore, every way worthy infinite

wisdom, to publish a law^ the perfect rejuesentation

iDf God's glorious holiness^ annexing to every transi*

gression of it the curse.

If you say this is giving up all men to destruction

without exception, you quite mistake the matter. It

fil indeed to prove upon them, that they have de«

fitroyed thenis^ves, and can find salvation only in the

way which God reveals. For as he requires obedi-

ence alike at all times : and as scripture affirms, that

every act ofdisobedience is a forfeiture of all claim to

&vor, and subjects us to punishment ; in this ex*

Iremity , what must we do f 'Where look for help ?
Can we say to God, " Have patience with me, and

i will pay thee all ?" Will you venture your soul

upon the perfecd(m of your own works ? You dare

not. This, you see at once, is giving yourself up to

tlestruction. Perhaps you will fly to your sincerity^

concluding that God, notwithstanding the confessed

imperfections of your obedience, will accept you for

your sinceri^. fiut what scnpturt vmrfant

Jrou to say, that though God required a perfect obe-

dience to his law at one time, men are now discharg-

ed from that obligation, and will accept at their hands,

what diey in their sincerity offer him, though it be
most unworthy of his acceptancci and far beneath the

K
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demands of his perfect law? The thought 5s heaven^

darini^ presumption, without especial ground from

the word of God, where you wUl certainly find none

for this novel and mischtewus Opinion*

Besides, what do you gain by it, unless you could

answer for your sincerity to that God, whose eyes

are as a ftame of fire, searching the heart? For

(mark it well) if you make sincerity the ground of

your acceptance with Him, you must stand or fiatt

by it, and, on pain of eternal condemnation, arc

obliged to make it good, without failure or blemish.

So max stiU you are upon no foundation ibr Me,

solid peace, or comfinrt

What a merciful contrivance therefore is the hm
of God, as a ministration of condemnation and deatlu

It acts like an engine of irresistible force to swtep

away every refuge of lies, iuwhich proud man would

seek for safety only to his ruin. It compels all, who
understand and hear its voice, to renounce thMC

felse and foolish pleas for obtaining mercy, which

*we shall be ashamed to think we could use, so soon

as the tight of Oruth shines into our heartSb

SUNDAY XU.

CHAP,m
The same Subject condnued.

We have already ccMisidered the perfectkm ml
the extent of the law. VVe have taken a view of it^

as a rule dctermming our duty in all cases. Wc
have produced scripture evidence, to prove it was
also designed <to humble the ptide of man^ and coiif
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wot bim of his wifuloess and ruin. Its use ex^

<ietids stiU fiurther^ by acting as a schoolmai^ter to

brin^ to Christ* No sooner do we perceive our*

selves cut off from every hope of mercyi which we
4vere wont to entertain in conceit of our goodness^

innocence^ repentance, or sincerity, than we sliall

$et to llie cross of Christ, and rejoice in the gract

of God manifested by him* A scheme of marvel-

lous love to man, called in scripture, "The righte-

ousness of God without the law, which is by faith of

lesus Christ, unto all^ a^d upooraU them that be^

lieve. " For knowled^ oftm law alarms 4hc con-

science, before asleep, dreaming of peace and safety,

when there was no peace. Thus alarmed, the ear is
'

opened, to hear the word of reconciliation, and the

jheart disposed earnestly, to apply to the Redeemer,
as alone able to save from the insupportable and im-
pending misery, the curse of the law. Repeated

conflicts arise in the soul, feeling its obligatioui^, on
.one hand to obey the -commandment known to be
boly, just, and good; and on the other, its ovm
weakness and depravity^ Hear in what an affecting

manner St. Paul speaks of this inteifttine war in his own
case, ^om. vii. 18. " For I know that in me, that

is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing; for to will is

present with me, but how to perform fas the law re-

quiresj tliat which is good, 1 find not ; for 1 deii^j^ht

in thp law of God in the inner man ; but I see ano-

ther law in my members warring agadnst the law
of my um^** In other words, I perceive two con-

trary principles within me, one of God, the other my
corrupt nature ; this leading me forward to heaven,

and approving the spiritual demands of the law

;

that opposing my progress, and rendering it impos^
sible for me to fulfil the righteousness of the law«

My ^ ^j^^. o£ battle, where njiy ^vil mturf
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continually exerts its efforts to conquer. In this case,

what must bedone, St. Paul iubtructs us by his owi|

mactioe* He cries out, O wretched man that

I am, who shall deliver aae* frond the txMty of dan
death?" And then noses himself iroari every des-

ponding thouerht, by sayine^ I thank God, that is fof

bb graoey through Jesus Christ our Lord. Thisi

tius only can and wkl deliver torn. So then, with
the mind I myself serve t|)e tew of God, but iinUi

the flesh the law of sin, »

The law of God is designed to bring all, who un-

derstand its natore and beUeve its high authoriqr^

into tUs pungent sensibility of their own sfaifafaiesB^

that they may feel, what otherwise they never would,

the necessity of redemption, and sec its glory too %

ior by annexing a curse to the least breach of it,

every door of hope is shut against us, eicoepting thai

%fiiieh God hath proclaimed in the Gospel. The
thunders and lightnings from mount Sinai, when they

sound in our ears, make us account ourselves un-

speakably blessed, ia being allowed access to mour^
^on, the church nmsomed by the blood of Christ.
^< For the scripture hadi eondnded all under Ml, thsft

the promise, which is by faith of Jesus Christ, might
Ije given to them that believe," Gal. iii. 22. The
jqxMtle, you are to observe, is proving, in this pas*

sage, that the tew, of which the Jews made tfador

boast, because delivered from Heaven to them alone,

was so far from rendering salvation by Christ need-

less, or interfering wUt^ the grace of God, that, when

* Ib mom to all which learned men (avtfis ts tlis doc^ine
of great vlleiiess in the best ChrUtuaia) have said to set aoids
the testimony, it is fully sufficient to say, if St. Paul did really

'Mfteak in hi^ own fiereoxit he could not have expressed himself
In other words^if he did not, he is the first and' only maA on.

'^artb, of seate,who by the espesskn, JmyHlfi iateoMi fia#i

tfaer p|»r80|i.
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understood, it strongly acted in subserviency to

l^h. Sinewy.so great are our natural pride and self?

^uftcieocjry so sli^t our thoughts of sin, and aoex*

travag^ our conceit of Good's mercy, tbit if wedid

not perceive ourselves condemned, by the mouth of

lln^ Lord, to suflFer eternal death for our transgres.

fions, there is not one of the human race who would
cor^atty subnut tp the righteonsaess of God* Not*
withstanding every divine perfection, so brightly dis*

played by him in our flesh, and all the pains he en»

idwed for our sins, aod all the tender love he has ex*

|Vffl^ed for our softdsy there is not one of.the humaa
race who would give to him the honor of their sd«
vation, unless he plainly saw he must have perished

without him. Our Maker, knowing this to be the

jproud temper of man, has by his law actually shut

§n up in prison, as rebels against bis gov^mnei^
under a total inability of making reparation for our
treason. Hehatli done this, that our haughty spirit

being humbled through experience of our condem-
nation, we might with thankfulness and adoration

embrace salvation by the free grace of God, through

Jfche redemption which is in Jesus.

Qne passage more I will produce, full of instruc-

•tion, and decidve upon this important subject. The
apostle is establi^ing the grand privilege of Christ's

church :
" There is now no condemnation to them

that are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the fledi,

but after the Spirit." To this truth, he knew, maiqr
would object. They would say, how is this possi-

ble ? since every believer falls short of perfect obe-

dience, offends against the law, consequently must
be liable to its curse. He answers, Believers are de-

Jivered fixmi condemnation, by a new dispensation,

jntroducedin the room of the old law, which prom-
ises and bestows pardon, and the gift of the Holy
Ghost, the true lite of the soul ; for the law of the
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spirit of life, which is in Christ Jesus, hath made nut'

free from the law of sin and deatli that law which-

convinced me of sin, and doomedme to suffer deailu.

Glad tidings indeed 1 But does not this pmoeduro
deprive the law of its due honor, and skreen the of»

fender from his deserved punishment? B) no means*

For what the law could not do, in that it was weak
through the flesh, God (to whom nothing is impose
sible, has most wonderfully accompUshed* by) scndr
ing his own Son in the likeness of sinful fesh, to lim
among sinners/' to perform the perfect obedience

due from tliem, and for sin" condemned sin in the

flesh, charged and punished it with the utmost

severi^ in the very nature whieh was gnilty, dlsar

bled, and ruined. By this amazingly grand expe-

dient, he has provided for the honor, and accomplish-

ed the obedience due to the law. All this was doite

to lay tl;^ surest foundation, and make the comt
pletest provision for our justification : That the
rightcoaisnes^ of the law," both its righteous sen-

tence and precept, vvhatever either of suffering or

pbedience it required, b^vg fulfilled by Christy
<^ might be fulfilled in us/' As it was all done ia

our name, and as He and believers are one in divil

estimation, for he is their representative ; and one

in legal estimation, for he is their surety : theirs who
alk not after the flesh, seeking justification before

God by their own righteousness, but, in allhumiliQr

and gratitude, receive eternal life, as the gift of God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, Rom. viii. 2^4.
You have had now placed before you the scrip-^

tural account of the nature and design of the law;#

Nothing but pride, and the doctrines of men cd»
culated to sooth that worst disease of our minds,
can prc\ tnt your acknowledging, that the law is a
divine contrivance, equally promoting the honor oiE

God, and your own comfort in serving him* Since
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. * •

Urtulst it attows no palliating excuses to diminish the

of sm,' or flatter our self-love, it opens a way of

salvation exactly suited to our very imperfect state

;

it i.ndears Christ to the soul, and magnifies and ex-

alts tothe highest degree the imputation of his right-,

eousnesst a special mercy of the new covenant. I
shall conclude, therefore, this chapter, with a fid)

confutation of a popular mistake of great influence

on many^ keeping them in their prejudices against

ti^ law, and from acknowled^g the impossibiliQr

<if being saved from its curse, only by Christ Jesus.

It is objected, then, that to teach men they are

accepted of God, solely on account of the obtdience

which our Lord paid to it in his life and death, will

weaken the* obligations we are under to lead a holy

Ufe, I answer, it may, no doubt, be thus abused,

and from the beginning' has been by many. But
what is it men have not most basely perverted ? In

what light will you place the patience and mercy of

^od, to render them l^s liable to licentious abuse ?
But, on this accQuut, will you be jealous of those

periections as prejudical to practical religion ? Or
wiil you deny them, because of their supposed bad
tendency ? The thought is dreadful, and the conse-

quence univeraal destruction. It is just the same
with the doctriae of the law, inferring the absolute

111

mnth respect to both ; maintain the doctrines, detest

and expose the abuse of them.
Besides, what will you gain in favor of practical

religion, by giving up this scriptural account of the

law f . ¥ou wilF only set men at liberty to frame a
law oif their own, as in fact they do, subversive of
all fear and love of God, or subjection to his autho-

rity. But tliat the scripture doctrine of the law as a
aunifCratiOb of deathi compelling us to flee to the
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Redeemer for pardon and spiritual life, has any bad
tendency, is utterly denied by the apostles, and all

who hold the truth as tb^ did. Shall we oominM
in ski^ that graae nmy abound? Do we then make
void tlie law by fMth ? Yea, we establish the law.

This is their constant reply to all who arraij^n th©

doctrine as Ucentious« Indml it is chosen, and found
by experience the only aueceaaful means of tuniing

the hcATt to God in lore. Its genuine operation is

to bind us to him in everlasting bonds of gratitude,

and willing obedience* It says, know your guilt

and weakness, your desert and danger; tUnk what
you are bound to by the law, and wte must beyour
end, if left under its power ; then view the loving-

kindness of God, in giving; his own Son to fulfil all

righteousness. Is it possible to sin i^;ainst so much
goodness? Granting it is, you must allow suehu
representation both of the justice and mercy ofGoA
(if any thing as a means can) will awake in men a

thought of returning to God, bend their stubborsi

vnlly and make them hate iniquity.

Most unreasonabie, therefore, is it to charge this

doctrine with condemning all men to dcbtruction,

who will not confess tlieir sinfulness, and seek to be

saved through iaith in Christ only, as a doctrine

which rehuces the obligations to obedience, orinaof
degree favours licentiousness.
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SUNDAY Xlll.

CHAP- XIII.

*rhe dangeroUs Misttkcs, idiicb/Uirough Ignorance of
Law; govern our Mindt.

« •

If you knlw iiot the perfection^ nature^ and tuA
of tfae^IaW) you' will biigiXy mwtafce your naiLchanic-

ter,before God. For if you have fidlen into no in*

famous transgressions, but been esteemed for your
segular Gondoct, how can you confess yourself a
^condemned criminal^ merely because you have come
chort iftduty, or have o&nded in many points, of
little moment in the opinion of the world ? For as

the knowledge that judgment is come upon all men
;to GOiideBuu^a% is only by the law ; of coiise«

quence, unless yofu allow suileaa perfection your
bounden di^, and, on faBure, your ^kxnn, deaths

you cannot appear in your own eyes, what you are

•in the sight of God, a lost sumer* Far from it»

ttpedally if you have had some senae of duty to*

^frards Grod, mdrefirained fixnn mis common at your
age and condition of life, tlien ignorance of the law
will leave yon under a fatal conceit of being safe.

You will think all calls to repentance, addressed to

those who have given themselves up to vices, from
which you have been always free—or to those who
have never led the innocoit life froai their youth up,

which, in your own opinion^ you have done. This
ddioioiK self.flattery will excite bitter resenbaent:

against all attempts to make you know yourseU^
and bring you before God with true humiliation and
faith in his Son. Every thing of this kind will kindle

your iadigoation, as a pruel design to wound your
N
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peace, and a Y^ry unjust charge of wkkcdne&s upou
you.

The fofce of so fatal an error will penrot also tte

tdvaritages of a good ediicalioii, the blearing of

God's restraining grace, and make even that v irtu*

ous behav iour, which has gained you esteem, prove

a greater obstacle m tim w^y of our salvation than
even gross wickedness proves to maiqr; fiMrgpx>8^

wickedness carries its own condemnation mth
It has a tendency, on the first lucid interval to ex-

ca&e coiifceaioQ of guilt, and cries for mercy. Where-
•sabehaviour more i^agulated theconunandmeitl^

wben the hw is not mderstqod, does but miniMr
fuel to iiclf-suflicienc} , and self applause. Hence
we read continually of the Scribes and Pharisees

Jusiafyiog tiiemselves. Many of them were vcrj

scgtttiir in their livea» dooent^ and fonnaUy religioun*

TfaereJim, being ignorant tst the kw, thejr oonid set

no need they liad citlit r of repentance, or his grace

who came to save that wiiich was lost. Exactly in

Ike snme £dtee estimate of your conditkm, you must
MntiiHie through the same ignorance^ and either aui*

daciously contradict scripture (feclaradons, concern-

ing thv s^inlt and apostasy of the human race, or equi-

vxKate about then^ till you have reduced them to »
mve nothing;

On Ife cMtfary, when, in the iqiosde's emphatic

cai iangua,^e, the commandment has slain you,'^

you will confess, without hesitation, all your snif ul-

aess. And whatever snares you may have escaped

In good edneation, or restrunts of grace, and what*
ever esteem you havet;Mned amongst men, still yon
will know these adva..tages alter not \ our state re-

jqsectiitg God Though innocent of those iniquities

iwlnoh abound in the world, yon are . Mvertheless a
transgressor, juaty Uable to eternal punishnient, if

deaii with according to yuur deaerts* Happy con^

*
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victioti of guBt, diachai^tng ia the coiiscieii«€| thft

Baptist's beneficent offidc of oW, preparing the wagp

fiC the Lord, and rendering liis name and salvation

hiestimabfy precioua.

2. Ignorance of the tawr^ncouragfes hateful mo»

lives of obediencje. Bjr ereatiM the bleaacd Gqd ba$

an indefeasible claim to all we have, md our entiPi

objection. This claim he has enforced by express

commind in aU ttoign to obey him. He has added

also Ac strongest commeiidatioiis of ailobed^
rh, and promised to it an eveitastiiig. lewira* Bi<

a most ungrateful perversion is too generally made

«f thes^ graeious deckuralions and promises, till thd

hm 18 imderstood; what obedience is paid to

the commandments, is paid upon principles, whicb

«nder it odious in God's sight. For mtance, sonie

t^gard die precepts enjoining liberality, and wiH

tbed tiie imngryi and ek)Che the naked^ and rejoice

itie widow** hearty in order to atooe to semmiitjr^

sayinsj, "Blessed are the merci&il, for tihcy shall obt

tarn mercy.*' Others are conscientiously true to their

WOidv and finthful to all their engagements; flatter*

ing tfiems^lws; that such integrity will make pride

and profaneness in them easily overlooked a» venial

infirmities : for the righteous Lord, say they, loveth

righteousness, and a just weight is his delight. A
tfui^ and WW8C sort, if possible, multiply ptcrcisea

of devotion in oommvitation for justice and insin^

ceritv, malice, and covetousness, confiding inall thi

promises made to prayer and ^dliness.

From ^ch hateful motives does that morality, hu^

momtfV and fiilae devotion, of which thousands ^e
«o conceited, spring. Notions, whi^ prove thcy

have no sense of the sinfulness of sin upon their

woim^ which sooth their pride, by exalting the

vahie of polhitod obedience, and wliich even en-

jsourage transgresskxH by fuppoaing we haiwil in
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our power to make compensation for it. Yet, ofien*
*

sive to God as this mistake is, nothing can overturn
the foundation whick supports ixit <faiowledge -of

die UiWf wbkh^ denouncing a curse on everjr itAng

short of sinless perfection, leaves no ground for this

vain imagination. By rejecting with dreadful men*^
aoes all human attempts to atone for a sing^ >viola<-

tlon of duly, it leaves no possibilitf of dreaming that

obedience in some or many instances can make satis-

faction for the want of it in others. It compels the

little sinner to confess himself insolvent no less than
Ae greatest; and that nothing can administer nlief
in his ease, which is not equal to thedenumds c^the
law, ai)d will not be accepted by it, f. <?. the right-,

eousness and blood of Christ Jesus our Lord.

3« Though you may possibly be fiee from tho
gross and common error of fancying some sins wiH
be overlooked in die biase of many virtues, still,

through ignorance of the law, you will impiously
conceit that your personal righteousness, and Christ's

obedience, have equally weight with God, act in

the same capacity, and, by their jointinfluence, pro^
cure your salvation. Many, in fact, under a strong

sense of religion, do thus dangerously deceive them-?

selves. They endeavour to do their duty in morti-

fying ttieir lusts, and kadii^ a devout life. On this

account, though confessedly guilty in many points,

their own goodness, they are confident, will contri-

bute to recommend them to God ; and what is want-

ing, the merits of Christ will make^ip.' Of conse-t

quence, so long as they fall into no gross -sin, but
continue regular, honest, and attentive to religion, -

they are satisfied they have done their part, and that

such woith is in their sincere, though impexfect

obedience, aa will procure them acceptance with.

God*
This r^^lned error, unsuspected of danger, |s;eeps
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nill possession of Uie mind, till swept away by know-
ledge of the law. Yet no error can abound more
wkh 8dfi«oiitradietion, or affimt toGod. With pal-

pable self-contradiction, since it supposes, that at the

very time you confess yourself under the guilt dt
sin J for many omissions and defects, there can be*

stiH exodfencj enough about you ta obtain &ror
with God : Aat even whilst conscience accuses, and
the law condemns you as a sinner^ your righteous-

ness will have considerable influence in making re«

<KmeiUation*for you. PalpaUe Gontmdietionl to con-

fess yourself j^ilty, and implore pardon, yt^ eixpa^
to be favorably regarded for your works and life.

To implore pardon, implies that you cast yourself

at the feet of mercy, without any plea^ but what is

drawn entirely fixxm God. To trust at. all in your
own obedience, as a comljntor with Christ, certainly

implies a high degree of worth in what proceeds
from yourself.

Besides, by JboUing this error,, your aSrMt to*

GkMl) is us notorious as the contr^idiction in whieh
it involves you. According to this scheme, the

glorious Redeemer undertook our ransom only to

raid^ our deficient duties meritorious, and our sins

inolenuve. His life, sacrifice, and mediatorial un-
dertakings, serve only as a pedestal on which human
worth may stand exalted and recommended. Ac-
cording to this scheme, the pardon of rebels against

the Most High, and Htxt reception of leprous dnners*
infeoAe bosom of Heaven (effects great ind^edl)*

are owing to the work of our own hands, and the

virtues of our own character, in conjunction with
Christ#

Cun a grestor affiront be dfered to that divine

goodness, which interposed to save us, when we
were lost, than thus to divide the cause of our ac-

d^^tance betiveen Christ and ourselves ? What more
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darinj^ opposition to God the Father, who hath

givea Uinst for hia s^vatkn to the aids of ths

airdi» than to trust in our ovm obedwace as hsiriBi'

a paitial iidumce to pmcmic k What
more plain denial of scripture, which appropriates

the salvation of biimers, from first to last, to the

maise of the glory of God's grace in Christ Jesuh ?

sublime account of the combat and conquest of tim
Redeemer^ and then conclude how injurious to his

honor it must be, to confide in your owu works a»
coadjiitoiB with him.
The prophet, in surprise at the appearanoe of »

most majestic personage, asks, "Who is this that

Cometh from Edom, with dyed giirments from Boz*
rah from the country and capital ci the implaea*

ble foes the Ismel of God. The Rtrdeeaser

plies, '4 that speak in ri^teoiisiiBss^ m^tjr t».

save." The prophet then renews his inquiry^

Wherefore [il thou art come not to destroy, but

save] art thou red in thine apparel, and thy garments
fike bim that treadetb in tfae wine*^?»' The Be^
deemeranswers, ^ I ha¥etnxlden the wine-press bjp-

myself alone.'* Infinitely too gre at in my power to

want an associate, and iniiniteiy too jealous of my
honor to accef^ of any assistant ; ''<^ thepeq>le
there was none with me:" the salvation of sinners i» •

my act alone in every part ; yours be all the bencEty^

mine the whole glory, Isa. Ixiii. i—3.

The inspired penmen uniformly teach the sam^ -

dsctrme. Yet so pleasing to the human heart is the
Aought ofassuming a share to ouraelvea in the grand^i

affair of our salvation, that nothing but the know- *

ledge of God's law can make the attempt appear in •

its fuU absurdity and provooation. Tfab indeed will^

because it fixes with the greatest exaotaess the ofice
of good wwks, and the place of human obedienpCk^
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scK Uiious course of obcdidicc in any other light,

than as a proof that you believe, with godly sincer-

^9 ihe^lc^hliful truth, that Jesu* purged away y6ur
mm by the saonfiee of Mmself i for vvhitih inestiinft.

ble benefit, wu love him, you keep his command-
ments^ you abiior those sins which caubcd liim t9

groan, and bleed, and die.

To think and live thm is Christian obedience, of

a quite diievent •oom|>lexioii from what ev<erf c^htt

kiiid of religion can produce. This is to use tfie

l«iv lawfully, not as iiiterienng with the Redeemer,

w shading his ^ry, by encouraging^ expectation of
fife itom keeping the eomnuAidments, but as a clear

revelation of the infinite demerit of sin, and the ab-

solute need of Christ's iiiterposition, " who is the

end of the law for righteousness, to every one diat

beiievelb*'^

4. Self-prefc«noe and conceit of personal perfcc-

tkMi in the saints, maintain their ground in men
ignorant <^ God's law. The slightest observer of

hmMA nature fvill soon perceive our ruling passion

is; to haffc die pi^eminence in all things. Hence,
not only beauty, wealth, learning, or noble birth, but
even spiritual attainments, become strong tempta-

tiansp'to pride. Of old, we find a numerous party

uidngst^ lews, conscious of their superior good-
fiess, crying out, Stand by thyself, come not near

iio me, for I am holier than thou," Isa. Ixv. 5.

The same persons judged it impossible the chief

4Bf mmetk 'should be pardoned, and treated them
iritib 'tdi^cfan. That proud spirit is not extinct, but
governs many at this day, who stand distinguished

for strict religion. To purge out this leaven of the

PtmiBeeSy the bunr is ii sovereign use. To tell

' lime wiu> Mf^Mr toteem ihemseTves for their reli-

gious eii.celkacks, that tlie}' owe thepi all to God, i$
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not sntiiiirr^rt. The Pharisees allowed it» yet tofic.

much compdacency in themselves on that very ac«

count Neither is it sufficient to remind diem, that

many blemishes cleave to and defile their best ser-

vices, so that they have no pretensions to self-esteem.

For these things they will place to th^ &core of

man iofirmitiesi still proudly dwelling, in their own
minds, on the manifest difference betwixt diemselves

uiid others. But when you lay the axe to the root

of this evil tree, when you convince such self-con-

ceited professors* that after all they have received

- or done, they are not only imperfect^ but hii^ if

dealt with according to their deserts ; since they, no
more than the vilest felon, can say they have con-

tinued in all things written in the book of the law«

consequently they have incurred its curses and per-

petually want, as much as any upon earth, the blood
and righteousness of our Lord Jesus Christ, for their

justification.

Thus self-esteem and self-preference, in every
state, and in every soul of mafi» is excluded. Since,

whatever difierence there may be between sinners,

respecting degrees of guilt or excellency, the law
suiicrs no man living to imagine he stands accepted

with lus Maker, on account of his own good life or
temper.

5, The conceit of personal perfection also in the*

saints (that ofiispring of spiritual pride) is owin^ in

part to ignorance of the law* For such poUu|cd
creatures as we are, aftor our highest attainments,

could never possibly dream we were free from all

charge of sin, if we knew the full extent of our
duty, what, in every instance, and on all occasions,

the law requires : that we are commanded not^^ly
to serve the Lord, but to serve him mth all our
strength ; not only to love our neighbour, but to

. love him as ourselves, and (UxiiQn^Uuta wc do Ipoth
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by every word, desire, temper, and thought : Ii>

short, that it requires us to live up to the very-

height of that adorable example set before us in

. the man Christ Je^us, and be to tlie full as holy as

he was himself, since he only fulfilled* the pemct
law : Who can know this, and say there is no ini-

quity in me ? Who can know this, and not readily-

acquiesce in that vety humUing confession inquired

by the Holy Ghost There is not a just man upoa
earth, that liveth and sinneth not ? If thou, Lord,

' shouldst mark iniquity, who shall stand ? But there

is forgiveness with thee [equally needed by every,

child of Adam] that thou mayest be feared.'K

From what has been advanced, it is evident, ifyou
desire to be a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ,

upon rational and sound conviction, you must ac-

quaint yourself with the nature and design of the

hw God spake from mount Sinai, as explained and '

enforced in Holy Writ. Then, like a faithful mir-

ror, it will give you to see all your poverty and sin-

fulness. It will make the mercy of God in Christ

Jesus appear as great, and necessaxy, and glorious,

as the Bible declares it is. Then you will live by
faith in the Son of God, pleading, with all humility

at the throne of grace, his sacrifice and perfect right*

ebiisness, the sure and only foundation 6f hope to-

wards God.
And as a son, who, through folly and extreme

baseness of mind, has brought himself into a state

of disease and ruin, duly affected with his condition,

win most thankftilly acknowledge the kindness €i
his loving parentj who, notwithstanding all, re-

ceives him home, and embraces him with love un-
feigned : So, the sight of your own sinfulness, man-
ifeisted by the law, will excite in you intense de-
sires to live to God, who had compassion on you,

and loved your person, when not one single feature

o
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4£ comeliiifiis about yoii» and, ia the midst of

much inherent deprnvi^, loves you still. Thus

those two universal and nughty principles of diso-

t>cdience, stli- conceit, and self-esteem, will be ex-

pelkd, and a rational humility, the excellent ground

of cfvery. fruit of righteousness, will be secured.

Convinced, beyond a doubt, that if judgment be

laid to the line, and you were called upon to ssiswer

in every article of duty, according to what you owe,

you TOUst be found exceedingly wanting ; you will

adore, love, and obey biso, who hath redeemed you

from the curse of the law, by beingmade aouiee far

yoUy to aa eternal iubcriuuicc

PRAYER,

Suited to the preceding Cliuptcrs ou the Law.

O GOD,' glorious in holiness, jealous of thy

iionor, yet full of mercy, Thou hast given us a bw^
'holy as thyself. Give us, we beseech thee, the

knowledge of iis perfection and design, that we may
utterly cease from every expectation of escaping the

punishment due to our transgression by our obedi-

ence. O let the time past suffice to have^been so
long alive without tlie law. Now may we place all

our hope of acceptance with thee, on that sure foun-

^tion thou hast laid in Sion, on that tried chief cor-

> ner-stone, the crucified Jeaus. O may tlus gteat,

this only fulfiller of the law, be always our peace,

"our righteoubness, all our salvation, and all our de»

sire. Him may we love and serve : and always re-

joice, knowing, that whilst the righteousness of the

law saith, the man who doth these things shall live

by them, the righteousness of ikith saiili, if thou
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ahakt eonftss with thy mouth, the Lord Jens, and
skOt bellrve in thy heart that God hath raiaed him
from the dead, thou shall be saved.

And the nearer the all-decisive hour approaches,

when we must give account of ourselves to God, so
much the more may we long to be found, not under
tht^ law, but under grace ; not having our own
righteousness, which is of the law, but that which

is through the faiih of Christ, the righteousness

which b of God by laith ; that, to the confusion of
alt the enemies of our souk, it may appear, in the

presence of men and angels, that wc arc passed from
death to life, and shall not come into condemnation.

We beseech thee, O God, to have compassion
upon all who have religious zeal, but without know*
ledge ; who being ignorant of thy righteousness, are

g^ingabout to establish their own, and have not sub-

mitted themselveii to tlie righteousness of Godt
Give them to know, they never can find peace or

safety upon any foundation they can lay with their

own hands ; for the bt d is shorter than that a man
can stretch himself upon it, and the covering nar-

rower than that he can wrap himself in it. Lead
them to the Rock that is higher than themselves, to

the Lord our righteousness.

Finally, wc entreat, that thou wouldst convert

Irrai their pernicious error, all who wrest the infi-

nite purity of thy law, to their own destruction:

who not only reject it as a covenant of works,
but as a rule of hfe ; who, in their mad and impious
folly, despise and deride that holiness, without

wbich no man shall see the Lord. Teach them,

that the law is good, if a man use it lawfully. Con^
vince them, that all who are dead to the law, by the

body of Christ, are married to another, even to hiui

that is raised from the dead, that they should brmf[
^tsffth fruit unto God.

Hear and answer, O J^in^ of Heaven^ these* our



*

m COMPLETE DUTY OF MAW.

rcqoeits, for the aake of Jesus Christ the righteous^

cm adracale^ and the propitiat|oii for our siifiSt.

Amen*

SUNDAY XIV.

. CHAP. XIV.

Faith in our Lord Jesus Christ aAcertaiued Irom
Scripture Tettimoay.

In almost every page of scripture, excellent tilings

are spoken of the power of faith. And whatever i

some may boast of their shining deeds, and merito-'

rious virtues, extolled for their good effects in soci-

ety ; still, so long as the authority of the Bible re-

mains, it is a decided point, that to be without

fidth in Christ, is to be actually exposed to the

math of God.
Every one, therefore, ought most carefully to iflt

form himself what is the nature of tliis fundamental

grace. The plainest and shortest method to deterr

mine so import^t a matter, I apprehend, will be to

ascertain what they did, who are highly commended
by our Lord Jesus Christ for their faith in him, and

in what they ofiiended, whom he rebuked for their

iinl)eUef. When these two points are fixed, th^

nature of faith will be so far liud open, as to pre-

vent erroneous opinions concerning it ; and deli\ er

serious minds from that perplexity, which, amidst

continual disputes about faiui, they find it difficult

to avoid.

The first example, I shall select, to determine

precisely the nature of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ,

is the Ccu(urion, meiitioiied, Matt. viii» Warine4
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with benevolenc€| and touched with sympathy for

an ai&icted servant in his own fiuniLy, .be eainestly

applied to the Redeemer, beg^ng him to take pity

on the case, and heal his servant, whom he had left

grievously tormented with the palsy. The faith

which inspired this^roquest, though perfecdy known
to Jesus, was not to the surrounding multitude.

They could not say, whether he might not come,

glad, as one in a desperate case, to catch at any

thing for . relief. Our Lord, therefore, replies to him
in such a manner, as he knew would bring forth full

proof of his faith : He saith, I will come and heal

him." But the amiable modesty of this great be-

.Uever will not suffer him to think of the honor of

j^ecd^raig such a guest under hb roof. He answers,

^tieiefore, that it was wholly unnecessary for Jesus

to trouble himself " to come ; Speak the word only,

and my servant shall be healed." Adding, that he

^.was not less assured of Christ's power over all bodily

^^diseases, both to inflict and remove tliem at his

,
pleasure, than of his own authority to command his

soldiers.

" When Jesus heard it, he marvelled at the in-

fimtely grand and just idea, which this Roman cap-

. tain conceived of his power, who was m outward

;
appearance the poorest of men. To make his faith,

^ therefore, most conspicuous through all ages, and at

'

i^<& same time precisely define the nature of iaith,

by which every member of the church is saved,

;y!* Jesus said unto them that followed, Verily I say

i,
unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in

jrJ^aaeL And I say unto you, many shall come from

t^fi^ £a$t and the West [partakers of the same pre-

mpious ^th you now see exercised towards me] and
shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob,

^n the kingdom of heaven."

But the faith of this Centurion was neither more
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nor less than absolute dependence upon Christy as

able to heal his sick and dying servant. Conseouent-^

ly 9 at tit times, and tn alt persons, true faith in Christ

is the depciulcncc of the licait upon him for con-

tsnual help in all our need.

This is again strongly confirmed by the memo*
raUe instance of the Caimnitish woman. Hearing
that Jesus was in the country bordering upon her
abode, she came unto him, saying, "Have mercy
upon me, O Lord, tliou Son of David. My daughter

is grievously vexed with a devil,'' But, contrary

to his behaviour in every other case, he answered
her not a word. And his disciples [more benevo-

lent in appearance than their divine Master] came
and besought him, saying, Send her away, for she

crieth after us. Regard her anguish, and grant her

request.'* In his reply, he seems abboluiely to re-

fuse her request, giving for a reason, that his minis-

try was to be confined to the Jews. And when again

^entreated by her, he adds, in a still more discourage

ing tone, That it was not meet for him to display

his mercy amongst the Heatlien, who, by their idol-

atry, and other detestable pollutions, were become
like dogs before God. This he was to exercise to-

wards Israel only, the children of God by covenant
and profession.

The woman replies, Truth, Lord, yet the dogs
eat of the crumbs which fall from their master's

table." Permit me only to share the privilege which
dogs enjoy in a family. Amidst the plenty ofmiracu*

Ions cures bestowed by thee on Israel, thy children,

drop one on me, a poor distressed Heathen^ by which
act of beneficence, they will suffer no more loss, than

the children of a &miiy do by a few crambs cast to

the dogs.
" Then Jesus answered, O Woman, great is thy

£uth, be it unto thee even as thou wilt^" Mat. xv^
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U

121. But whax wats her faith? A patkmti reiohitoi

invincible trust for relief upon the grace she knew
dwelt so richly in him, notwithstanding the greatest

discouragements to trust aay looker. This, therefore^

no less clearly than the former instance, c^termineSy

that faith in Jesus Christ precisely means reliance4)f

the heart on him for help and deliverance.

The fault charged on those who are rebuked by
Him for unbetief, proves as strongly the same thing.

•In St, Mark we read that our Lc^d, fatigued with

ibis abundant labours of love, fell asleep as he was In

a ship with his disciples. A storm in an instant

arises. Now, the raging billows toss them up to

the clouds, then, parting, let thenji sink, till th^
are almost buried 'in the deep. The disciples exerl^

in vain, their utiiiost skill to niaiiLige the vesseL

The, waves fill her, that she beginning to sink^

when, giving themselvc s up for lost, they ran shriek-

'ing out to Jesus, Master, ' master, we perish/'

Their cries awoke him. He instantly rebuked the

winds and the sea, and there was a calm. Immedi-
ately he turns upon his disciples with this reproot,

VVhy are ye so fearful ? How is it^ that ye have
no faith Mark iv. 38.

In this instance, want of assurance in the power
of Christ to save them, even when destruction had
opened Its jaws to swallow them, up, and a doubt -

of his ability to gather the stormy wind in his fist,

and bind the raging flood from overflow ing them,
wh n they were almost overwhelmed in the sea : It

was this which our Lord rebukes, as a demonstni*
tion of their unbelief. And very justly too ; since,

after the wonders they had seen him do, and his

promises of love to them, they ought to have known
his power could deliver them in the time of their

distress, though the vessel had foundered, and save

(hem ally as he afterwards did one of their number.

Digitized by Google



112
• COMPLETE DUTY OF MAN.

hy mking tfneni walk on the waves^ as oil SOU
land.

To avoid being tedious, only one instance more
shall be produced^ but decisive on the point.

In St* Mark, ch. ix. we read, diata &ther, in ifki*

guish for his son possessed with a devil, brought
him to the apostles, that they mie^ht heal him. Upon
finding them unable, he, dispirited b^ the remem*
brance of his dm child's long contmued miseiy,

was afraid this ease might surpass also the power of

Jesus to cure. " The father therefore saith unto

him, If thou canst do any thing, have compassion

on us,*and help us. Jesus said unto him, If thou

canst believe, ail things are possible to him that be-

lieveth, [z. e. depends upon my all-sufficient power.]

And straiglnway the father of the child cried out,

and said with tears, Lord, I believe, help thou my
unbelief." Now I can trust in diee as able to help

me. With shame I lament the renudning unbelidT

which I feel struggling against me. O forgive it,

and take it all away. Thoroughly cure both me and

my son; me of my spiritual, hun of his corporeal

disease-

I know not a single instance ia tlic New Testa-

ment either of faith extolled, or unbelief reproved,

where the nature of this fundamental grace is not pre-

cisely fixed to be the affiance of the soul in Christ,

for help and deliverance.

Should it be said the Centurion and Canaanitish

woman shewed their trust ^ the disciples ia the tem-

pest, and the distressed father their unbeliefs in things

temporal ; therefore, they are not proper exaimples

to determine the nature of that faith, to which the

salvation of the soul and eternal life arc promised

:

the answer is obvious—Difference in the nature of

benefits implored certainly infers ho difference at all

in the principle of fai& by which they are earnestly
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Bought. Noah built llie ark ; Abraham ofopd his

son ; and Moses esteemed the reproach of Christ

greater riches than all the treasures of Egypt, from
one and the same principle of £uth. The acts though
totally different in kind^ were the glorious effect of
one single cause.

In like nicinner, whether reliance on the pow er of

Christ be for delivenuice in things spiritual or tern*

poral, from wants in number less or more, it b still

the verjr same temper of hearty exenasiiig itselfm
the same glorious object.

SUNDAY XV. i

CHAP. XV.
m

The extent of Faith in Cbiist.

This reaches as far as our necessities, of which a
particijdar knowledge is needful ; and the use of faith

to obtun a supply for them all being considered, we
shall have as ample and distinct a view of this grace
as can be given.

Compare then your life, the tempers, desires, and
purposes of your heart, with the law of Godi the
rule of your duty. Accusations against you will im«
mediately pour in from every side. Each command-
ment, as Christ himselfexplains it, charges you with

innumerable sins of commission or omission. God
and your own conscience tells you that youro&nces
have not been merely mistakes and inadvertencies,

but provoking expressions of unbelief, pride, self-

laye, and self-will, rebelling against his government.

To believe in the Lord Jesus Christy is, under
p
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hrart-felt grief for all this sinfulness, and in abhor*

fence of it, to dcpciid on his blood as the onl) pro-

pitiation which Ood hath set forth for sin* It is to

tise only this plea« The blood of Christ cleanseth

from all sin. It is in steady rejection of every hope
built upon your own ^006 qualities or repentance,

or simply the mercy of God, to place your whole
Confidence in Christ, made sin, though he knew no
sin, that all who believe ori his name, might be madte ^

(in spite of niouiUaiiious ol)st:icjcs, dismaying to be-

hold) the righteousness ol God in him. It is under

consciousness of perpetual defiitment in yourself^

and infinite puritr in Ood, to regard Christ as your

Sassover, and his blood your whole safeguard from
eserved wrath, as the faithful Israelites of old

sprinkled the blood of the lamb on their door, as
their protection from the destroyer.

Equal in degree to your guilt, you will confess is

your ignorance in things spiritual. Tluit your appre*

hensions of God are exceeding low ; your concep-

tions of bis law, sin, and your own demerit, all de-

plorably wrong; that numberless prejudices remain
m your heart against the truths and an inordinate

affection to earthly things, weakening the impressi(Jiis

which tilings eternal ought constantly to make on
your mind.

In these circumstances, faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ mccUis dependence upon him, as one able to

cnlin^hten your understanding, and secure you from

all the delusions of your own false reasonings. It is

to look up to him for instruction, who came into the

world, that all who believe in him should not walk
in darkness, but have the light of life. It is, with

the simplicity of a child, to believe jusi what lie tells

you is the truth, without a murmur, or a doubt. It

is every day, as absolutely to depend on the teach-

ing of Christ by liis word and spirit, as pupils do on
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the lectures of a profesiK)r most famous for know*
ledge in his scienoe*

£aniest end^vours to obey the commandments of
God, without which, external religion and a sober
behaviour are vain, will soon convince you of you^
own weakness. You will feel your nature violently

prone to evil, and the desires of your heart often
;shamefuL You will see yourself surrounded with
temptiitions to tranbgress, and many bU ong discour-

agements against paying obedience in all things ta
vour Maker's will* Vou will soon find it is a worl;
£u* surpassing human power to alter the course of
nature, bv bringing back that heart to God vvhicli

has been alienated from him ; by making your will^

almost lawless before, bow in all things to his right*

eous commands : and after having walked in the
paths ofself-indulgence, as the only paths of pka^ure,
to oppose its suggestions, and in humility bewail
them. Yet this inward change alone is true holiness;
all short of it, partiality and hypocrisy. ,

Acquainted then with the. nature of true religion,
you will earnestly enquire how j oti shall be ever able
to pcriorni your duty? Faith in Christ is dependence
upon him, in those circumstances, to purify your
heart, to give you victory over every corruption of
nature, a blessing no less to be desired than pardon
of all sin. It is daily to make application to him,
in assiuance that he is able to save your soul froi^
the tyramiy of beloved lusts, though all other
methods used have uttefrly failed ; and that he will
sanctify you wholly, make you entirely devoted to
himself, and preserve you blameless in understand-
ing, soul, and body*
Thus &r the exent of faith in Christ respects our

condition here. But as this life must very soon end,
when cither the dismal cfFccts of Uncancelled and un-
conquered sin must be eternaUy endured, or th^
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lunsearchable blessings of redemption be fully en-

joyed : In this view, fiuth ia the Lord Jesus Christ

enlarges itself by firmly depending on his love for

an abundant provision when earthly comforts fail,

and present objects cease. It rests assured on his

inaked word» that your separated spirit shall not wan*

dbr desolate in the unknown world, nor your dead
body remain for ever a prisoner in the grave; on the

contrary, that the one shall be raised and fashioned

by him into a perfect resemblance of his own glori-

ous body; and the other be admitted into that bless-

ed kingdom, where his infinite wisdom and almighty

power make the bliss of his saints exceed all we can

imagine. It is, ui habitual expectation of death, to

commend your spirit into his hands, knowing he is

id>le to keep that which you have committed unt€i

him unto that day.

I^UNDAY XVL

pHAP. XVI.

Preat advantages from receiving Christ's own DefiDitiou ol;

Faith in his Name.
- -

Several scripture instances have been produced

above, of those our Lord commended for their faith,

or reproved for their unbcsUefi proving it means z
constant dependence upon his power ahd grace for

relief in ail our need. In this chapter, I shall point

out the great advantages of receiving this definitioQ

of fiiith, and being established in its truth.

This definition of faith m Christ is easy to be un«

derstood by all mankind, and in its very nature exr
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eludes every abuse of fiiithy whilst it gives comfort

and assurance to the mind, and ascribes to Christ

that glory in the salvation of sinners, which is so

fully asGribed to him in the word of God.

Men of learning frequently condemn the laying

great stress on the doctrine of &ith, as very perplex*

ing to those of no education. They tell us, after all

we can say about it, common people will be still at

a* loss to conceive what faith in the Son of God
means. Could this objection be made good, it

would overturn the whole credit of the gospel ; be-

cause it perpetually inculcates faith as the root of all

excellencies, and affirms the want of it to be the

death of the souU And certain it is, that whatever

is of such moment to the salvation of all, must be
levt I lo the capacity of every one who will diligently

attend to iniormation. But what place is there for

. objection, when the idea of faith in Christ means
only constant dependence upon him, to receive wis*

dom, righteousness, sanctiiication, and redemption?
Are not the poor as well acquainted to the full, as

the learned or rich, with the nature of promises, and
the confidence ^ey deserve, when ^ven by men of
integrity and power ? Is the meanest capacity at

any loss clearly to conceive, that children who would
learn must entirely depend upon their teacher ? Or
that insolvent debtors must go to prison, or stand

beholden to some surety, or some act of grace ?
That those who cannot resist their enemies in their

own strength must seek for defence to one mightier

than they ? By transferring these very common ideas

to the Redeemer, you have a full distinct idea of
fiuth in his mme. And supposing the grounds for

putting your whole trubt in him such as all may
equally perceive their force (a point which will be
proved hereafter), then no one can say with truth.

Digitized by Google



Ut Q0MFLET5 DUTY OF MAN.

there is any obscurity in the nature of the faitia^

Christ requiresi or its immoveable fotmdation.

2. The scriptural idea of faith in Christ, as z con^

stant dependence on him for wisdom, righteousness,

sanciificatloa, and redemption, excludes ail ii buses

of the doctrine of salvation by faith. That many
and grievous ones should prevail, is not straiige«

since the incomparable blessings promised to it uork
like so many bribes upon our self-love, to make us

deal dishonestly, and in want of the reality, embrace

ft counterfeit. But all false notions of faith, when
compared with the above definition of its nature^

stand at once detected and exposed.

For in -uu ice, speculative faith is apt generally and

fatally to deceive, without suspicion. When a

learned reasoner has compared the glorious prophe-

cies of Christ, with the events which prove their

exact accomplishment ; has canvassed his miracles

and doctrine, till his conviction of the truth is com-
plete ; this learned reasoner, probably, will be very

confident he is a true believer in Christ, though hit

fuling passions utterly disgrace his feith, and give

all vvitnchses of his exampk cause to think his reli-

gion contempuble.
To convince a man of this sort, that he shame-^

fully imposes upon himself by calling his knowledge
and assent to evidence, faith in Christ, will, I grant,

be difiicult. Yet, so far as means can be of use to

effect the conviction of such deplorable self-abuse,

it must be proving that his acquaintance with scrips

ture prophecies, miracles, and doctrines ; his readjr

acknowledgment that Jesus is the Christ ; and alac-

rity in defence of his gospel against the whole army
of infidels ; still leave him upon the same ground^

where all stand who despise revelation, j. #. just as

much a stranger to any daily dependence upon Jesus

Clirist^ that he, no more than impious scoffers.
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humbly looks up, as a p< )or, ignorant, helpless, sin*

All creature, for relief oi his necessities, to the all-

sufficient Saviour. Consequent^ this speculative,

learned, self-satisfied believer, may perceive that

faith intlie Son of God, which the scripture requires

to the saving of the soul, is a thing entu*eiy different

from giving asseM to the gospel as the truth of God*
The latter may be given by the vilest of men in all

their villany ; the former can be possessed only by
the humble and contrite iu spirit, who long after true

liberty and the salvation of God.
3. By the same way of trial, another detestable

abuse of faith in Christ, to which love of sin inclines

Qs all, will be iuUy detected. No sooner was the

name of Christ preached to the Heathen world, and
glorified by the conversion of vast muhitudes, than
Satan, jeaiou^^ o r his own empne, prevailed over a
large body of prol'essing Christians to boast that

they had faith, and were complete in Christ,, whilst

ftey Hved in contempt of his authority. They
l&udly vaunted that Christ*s righteousness ^vas theirs,

while they despised, disdained, ancK with infernal

malice, hated holiness, the image of God. In every

revival of Christ's religion, the same accursed error

lias revived witfc it : what is said of envy respecting

great merit ?

Knvy*s the shadow, proves the substance true,

holds good in this point. Wherever the true gospel

ta enforced, this dreadful abuse of it will certainly

make its appearance in some degree.*

* St Pkul, St. James, St. Feter, md St. John, saw this di^
tottoMe penreraon of gospel grace, and give, in all their epis-

tles, an anddote a^dnAt its poison. In Gennany and England,
some time afber tlie glorious Reformation, the infernal delusion
ef Antlnemian &ith sprad much. Far, therefore, is this li-

muaomA atase fimm beisg a nason lot bet pleaching the doc*
trteesL of goace* B«it it is a oooatant call upon Christ's minis-
ters, clearly to explain, and by a scriptural idea of faith, guard
their people, and expose the devices of tiw wicked.
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This delusion, very properly called Antinomian

iaith, from its avowed opposition to the control of

Ciod's law, can find no reception, nor ever be mis-

laken for &ith in Christ, as &ith means ccmstant de^

pendence on him for wisdom, righteousness, sane-

tification, and redemption. Because nothing can be

more opposite to this disposition of mind respecting

our Saviour, than the blasphemous falsehood that

you are to depend upon him for no communications
of grace. Nothing can be more contrary to the faitli

so extolled by his own lips, than the infatuation

which leads you to conclude you need not look to

his power for victory over every evil and comipt
desire* Nor can any thing so effectually abolish all

uitercourse between the Redeemer and the redeem-
ed, tlian so to interpret the efficacy of his divine

obedience and precious blood, as if no purification

of the soul was needful. This licentious notion, in
'

its very nature, absolutely excludes all application

to the Redeemer, consequently all dependence upon
him. However, then, many may vehemently con-
tend for this notion, as the only purefaiths it cer-

tainly has not me single property of scriptural faith

in Christ.

4. It is common to mistake opinions, received

only from education, for faith in Christ Jesus. En-
grossed by earthly pursuits, most men feel not the

importance of revealed truth. The} take, therefore,

the national religion for granted, be it what it may,
and regularly conform to all its institutions. After
having done so for a course of years, they absurdly
take it also for granted, that nothing less than true

Christian faith could have kept them so long wor-
shippers of God, without ever calling the doctrines

of the Bible in question : whilst the fact is, gross
carelessness, sensuality, or immoderate application

to business, or love of moae} , would never sufiFer
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them to think religion a
.
subject deserving serious

attention.

If you interro^te such deluded, but confident

{c^nmaUsts, whether they were, ever painfully con*

vinced of their natuml ignorance of God, gr&it

guilty and depravity of he»t before him? Whether
they are wont, with grief, to confess the provoca-.

tion of their sins, the pow cr of their evil tempers^

and, in view of both, diepend on Jesus alone to save

tbem ? These leading questions will at once lay bare

the lies which they nuuce their refu|;e, and prove,

that what they call faith in Christ, is nothing but

vain and despicable credulity» founded ou educatiop^

and the traditions of men.
Further, if you dsk any one of these self-satisfiedi

formalists in religion, who assume to themsclvcb tho

name of believers in Jesus, why do you think your-
self in a safe state? He will answer, that he has used
his best endeavours to lead a good Ufe» , and that

God is merciful, and knows our frailty. An answer
which flatly contradicts the scripture. That, so far

from teaclung us to expect pardon merely because
God is merciful, or we endeavour to kad a good
life, ' fM'oclaims Christ's death on the cross a si&sti-

tute for sinners, is the one only possible means of
reconciliation with God. So far from intimating^

that our unassisted endeavours will succeed^ it com*^
mandsus constandyto seek the Lordand his strength;

Judge, therefore, what a mere delusion is the faith of

formalists in religion, since it leaves them ignorant

how their sins are to be pardpued> or victory over
tfaem obtained.

5* -There is still asiotber mistake about the nature

of faith in Christ, which this plain scriptural idea of
it discovers, and, without encouraging sloth or for-

mality in religion, refutes. Men of the best inten^

tions^ and with hearts warm for the good of souls.
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have Ttpresentfd faStft in Chrfot to be H ftoHimitir

revelation to every individual btiiever, the moment
he does in truth believe, whereby the forgiveness o(

litt Bim b made self^Idetit itpon the ii^^
fcelin^ ofify^

That the blessed God can impress on the mind so

Stroiii^ a sense of pardon, as to make his dear obedi-

ent children certain ol their aalvation, none but those

will doubt, who take Qpon them to limit the ihen^
And power of the Ahmghty, and pre^eribe to h»
wisdom. That, in many instatices, he is plettsed thus

to manifest his name and love, none can dispute who
have known the lives or deaths of the excellent

among his saints. By diis, martyrs have been aifate

to sing in the flames : by this, thousands are kept

faithful to God liod duty, amidst scoffs from the

formal, and insults from the pro&ne.

Indeed, men most first strangely undenraliie the
idvation of their souls, and the love of God, whd
can rest satisfied, till thev know their sins are for-

given. Nevertheless, it is one thing to feel thejoy

^pardm i another, to kno«r you depend upon the

Ijcm Jesus Christ only, for pardon and supply ofA
your wants. One thinp to exult in God's love to

your soul ; quite another to call upon him, who is

exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give re«

E»itance and remisshm sins to all who believe in

s name. And to say, real faith in him can be evi^

denced no otherwise than b\ feeling an immediate

testimony of paidon, is as gross a mistake, as to sup-

pose tH> credit can be ghnen to the writim promise

of a firiend any longer than you hear lum enforce it

with repeated declarations of his affection for you.

In every other case, this woidd argue violent distrust

of the promise maker : How then can it be the only

test of feith in Christ ?

It was needful here to guard against this mistake
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|lower of religion revives, nmy lay too great a stress

^ the knowledge of forgiveness of sins, through th^

force qSm iaward fc^ng; many m^e it thieir wliolf

lHisiae89 to 4eek die prooC of ilieir pordbn in %nA
sensations, noc from, lliewritim word explained an<}

applied by the Holy Ghost, and speak as if nothing

ivaa worth aduEiowkdgiQg as a gracious. gi£t fro^n^

9|lxiT€» whilst meo are atfwgers to aucb aa fvidencf
of their pardon. Others (we most own with pkf}
have by this mistake dreadfully imposed upon ihemr

selves, in taking a strong emotion of joy for ^ith^

though ignorant of the evil of sin, and strangers to

«U kumiUatiosi for it. In the wme mist«ke,,a thut|

cUiSs have been overwhelmed with terrors, and leij

for a long time cruelly to pass sentence upon them*

selves, as persons concluded in unbelief^ and withr

out Chriat, ft the very time they were depending
apon iHm'ati all their saheation; consequently, act

wording tp the ^criptu^e^ ide4 Qf f4ith, were true b^t
Uevers«

Another great advantage arising from this scripr

lure defimtion of faith in Christ, is the g$iabU$hmm9$
of believers in peace. Christ promises, to all who
receive him, more than an equivalent in this world,

for every thing they noay lose» or suier for his sake|

tnd etenial life in the next ; assuring than that hqt

lumciliation is made for their iniquity ; that they are^

without ceasing, the object of God's care and love,

wd the heirs of glory. But assurance that these

blessings*belong to any particular person,, dependf
wholly on the certainly the peirson possesses of havv
ifig tnie faith in the Son of God. If this point b^
brought into doubt, his peace departs, his comfort

4ies away; because all the promises of God's
spaial love belong to them alone^ who are in Christ

Jas(us» * * '
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' It 5s no doubt with anv member of hh church,

whether a true believer is accepted of God. But
the doubt so cruelly perplexing to serious mindSy

and chilling to their hopes, is, whether they are be-

lievers or not. In order, then, to secure to the faith-

ful, tliat peace which the \\ord of God declares they

liave a full right to enjoy, the evidence which proves

the reality of faith must be both clear and perma-
nent. Of this perfect kind, is the evidence which
accompanies a lively dependence on the Lord Jesus

Christ, to supply all our spiritual wants. No one
can possess it, without being conscious he does so

;

for it implies an intimate interesting connexion be-

tween Christ and the soul ; a knowledg-e of him
affecting the heart, and full of influence, a daily and
persevering application to him. Whoever therefore

lives in this dependence upon Christ, might as

icasonably call in question the reality of what passes

between himself and his friends on earth, as whether
he is a believer in Jesus. This is an evidence also'

no less afttc&'itg^ than ddar; because, dependence upon
Christ, and application to him, do not vary as spir-

itual consolations do. No believer returns to the

love of sin, after having called, with sorrow and

deep humility, upon the Redeemer to deliver him

.

from its curse and power ; nor revolts to a legal trust

in himself as righteous, after having cordially submit*-

ted to the righteousness of God. By consequence,

one actually involved in gloom, and tormented with

fear, lest he should have no part in Christ, because

lie feels no transport, or is troubled with doubts,

will be fible (when he knows the nature of faith) to

prove himself a believer, by proving his whole de-

])endenoe for ^al^'ationis on Christ alone. And from
5h establishment in this truth, the very joy whose-

absence he was mourning will spring up, flourish,

and, like a fragrant flower in its proper soil, yield a
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delightful odour. He will be able, with the highest

satisfaction, to say, ** In the Lord's word will I re*

joice, in the Lord's word will I comfort me."
Bedides, active trust on the Lord Jesus Christ

for present supply of our wants, proves, from its

success, an abiding source of assurance to the mind
which possesses it. For every sinner first exercises

trust in the Redeemer in a necessitous condition;

He would never cast himself a supplicant at his feet,

could he be safe without his protection, or satisfied

witliout his peace. Upon such application, the

promise of God engages that tl>e things asked for

diall be received. Accordingly, when you depend
upon Jesus as your prophet, very soon wisdom from
above will be given to you, and an understanding

of the way of life will in some measure be bestow-

ed. Very soon the world, sin, and your own heart,

Will app^ to you in a new light : God, in his per-

fections, his works, and gospel, will bu seen ex-

ceedinp;ly glorious, and vour i^russ i^^noraiice of the

leather. Son, and Spirit, will be removed. A wit<^

Itess this in yourself, that your dependence on Jesus
lito not been in yain.

' In like manner, when first awakened, your con-

science was full of fears, and you could have no
Comfortable communion with God ; but^ by depend^
erne on the merits of Christ's blood, you have ac«

cess to God with confidence. So, strength and
power to deny yourself for Jesus' sake, and the

change of a lawless will into meek subjection, (ano-

ther immediate effect of dependence on Christ)^

p^ves to demonstration, that you have actually re-

ceived what is promised to the faithful.

' It must be added, that this constant dependence
on our LordJesus Christ for supply of all our wants,

and deliverance oat of all our woes^ ascribes to him^
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Ij declares he sh^l receive from his church.

This will appear from consideiiiig 4 few remark-

able passages in Qid an4 New T^DM^Qftfot oia*

forraig: Christ.

In the icvcnty^seeond Padm, k is foretold of tht
Redeemer, that when his name should be preachc d^
*^ prayer sh^ll be made to him Qontinually, tufid daily

aball he he pnised ;" a glorioMs predieiiQD indeed f

irhioh can rcoeive its acoomplishnient only by tht

eontinual dependence of the church, on Christ, for

wisdom, rii>hteoiisness, and strene^th, and contw>U4j

gratitude and praise to him for such su|^i^8« '

' laaiab abounds with emphatical deckMtioua ^
Ae perpetual affiance which the charch should place

in Clirist. He expresst s the conversion of the Heat
ihea world to the true faith thus : The isles shall

wait upon me* and upon my arms shaU they trust;.^*

The same prophet rebtes the Redeemer's grrand
proclamation, where majesty and mercy appe^y in

their brightest forms. His proclamation nins thus t

Look unto me, and be ye s^v^, all ye ends of tht
earth, for I am GoAt and there is none else. I ha«f
sworn hy myself, thewocd is gone out of my mouth
in righteousness, and shall not return; unto me every

knee shall t)0W| every tongue shall swear. Siurely

dMdl one sajr, in dbe Lord Iwive i righteousiicss>*am

Strength, unlo Mm shall men emne, and aH that ana

incensed against him shall be ashamed. In the I;«ord

shall all the seed of Isra^^l he justi^d^ siX^ him
phall they glory," Isa. 3|1m« '

. Hene die Soa of Ciod preaente hiimelf hi aU thi9

glory of his divine person, and all the efficacy of his

grace, as the object of faith, and the author of sal-

vation. ^^Look unto me," says be« ^^ wmehedi
Mined Iranagreasors ; lookf u^ m» dying on tbi
cross as your victim ; not by your own sineogtb

1
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yfitttm^ hnt by defyencknce on fne, be Jre saved«

deansed frolli guilt, reeoncuUid %m Qoi^ frgdl

Ite dDflftittion of wu' *

Do you ask, who Btt incited to partakt of this in^

estimable benefit? " All the ends of the earth:"

people of every nation under heaven, of every ^talioa

in life) of cYclry oondidon, and of tVeiy tuiacter^

tut excepting fAnt cldef of simiert.

* 'Do you ask, is it possible that in a way so shorty

90 simple, merely by dependence on Jesus Christy

Inniiiiierable millions should be saved ? It is not

dnly possible^ but c^rtain^ for I $m God ;^ thene^i

fore all-sulEcient to save ail who come unto me, be
ttie multitude ever so i^reat, or tlitir casts ever so

desperate. And besides these diere is none other/^

Such is my eompsssiontte call. And diis b my is*

tioIaUe decree $ 1 have not only spoken, but
Rave sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my
month in righteousness that word which relates to

fte grandest of ail subjects, and the most important

of all interests, is platmed, adjusted, and unalterably

determined—It shall not return, neither be repealed

by me, nor frustrated by any other. " To me every

knee shall bow every soul of man, in order to hu
kerit-etemal life, shall submit to, and de])end wholly

tfpon me, M on obnoxious criminal, as an indigent

Mature, and obtain salvation wholly through my
atoneaoent. To me every tongue shall swear

tcmMiacing etery other trust, they shall ccmfide m
mt abne, and puMitly profess they do so befove

the world. And this shall be the form of their oath^

and the tenor of their heart-felt confession ; each

member of my church shall say, Surely in the

Lord him 1 righteousness the expiation of all my
Imquides, the obedience the law demands, and
^rength for inereash^ improvement, and ^ctifica'

tlMi^ aou|«
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To this sovereign decree, the prophet sets to, aa

h were, hb seal, aod, in a tnuiq>ort of joy, foretels.

the accomplishment of it. *^ To him,'' Ihis great*

and e^racious Redeemer, "shall men come." I sec

them flying as clouds for multitude, and as doves for.

speed. They believe the report of his gospel, and
feceive of his fulness. " Whilst all they who are in*

ccnscd against him," not able to brook such absolute

depLiidciicc upon him, nor Ix^ar his holy govern-

ment, shall be ashamed. The fig- leaves of their

own virtues and endowments slmll neither adom
them for glory, nor skreen them from wrath ; but
abandon them to vengeance, and cover them with

confusion; whilst ail the seed of Israel, the whole
company of true believers, shall be justified in the

I^ord. Against them no accusation shall be valid,

or condemnation take plaee ; far from it, for so mag-
nificent is the Saviour's inLijesty, and so beyond our
ideas the merits of his life and death, that in him
they shall not only confide, but glory ; not only be
safe, but triumphant ; able to challenge every ad«
versary, and to defy every danp^er.

For this admirable exposition (though a little

altered) of a very capital scripture, the reader is in-

debted to the late seraphic Mr« Hervey.^ But with
or without this striking comment, it proves, beyond
a doubt, that Jesus Christ must be acknowledged
the Author of all our salvation ; it marks, in the

strongest. lines, tliat true faith in him is the perpet*

ual dependence of the soul on his grace and power.

It ])roves also, that to conceive any thing to be faith

in Chiist, wliich does not amount to an absolute

constant dependence on him^ is to contradict this au»

thentic and full representation of fiiith ; to degrade
the importance of Christ to his church ; and greatly

* See his Letters to the Rev. Mr, Wesley, p. 33.

N.
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^

obscure if not abolish, his glory. For to suppose it

is Christian faith to allow Jesus was no impostor iH
what he "taught, or even that his death was a vica-

rious sacrifice for sin, is to give him very little glorjr^

in comparison of maintaining uninterrupted depend-
ence upon him. In one light, he appears only like si

common benefoctor, to whose piast generous deedi
and toils we stand greatly indebted. In the other,

he is our continual support^ of whom we may say in

triumph, The Lord is my light and my life, whoni
then shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of my
life, of whom then shall I be afraid?^'

The New Testament perfectly concurs with the

Old, to place Christ in this gloif'ibus point of view
before us. St. Paul and St, Peter represent the faith

of the Christian church as the same incessant de*
pendence upon the Lord Jesus, which the several

parts ofa lofty temple bear upon its foundation, Eph^
ii« 21. 1 Pet. ii. 4. They again explain this de-

pendence by the union which the members of th&
body have with the head, Eph. iv. 13; whilst Jesus
himself compares it to the union subsibling bctweea
the branches and the vine.
* But none of these scripture images are used with
propriety or truth, unlessi by faith in the Only be-^

gotten Son of God, be meant, heart-felt dependence
on him, perpetually, for gracious uifluences, bless*

ings, and salvation.

It is needless to add more scripture pfooft But
it is of the highest importance, that you examine
yourself, where the stress of your dependence for

the welfare of your soul rests ? Where are you look-

ing for pardon, strength, comfort, and sanctification?

Is it to your own repentance, endeavoursi prayers^

and good qualities, or, through them all^ to the ex«
haustless treasury God has provided for poor, guilty,

helpless men^ in the person of the Saviour? Blessed
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«i« ymi, if you have a testimooy in your conscience ;
li, ;ulann nnng your natural ignorance and blindness,

you C4ul upon the Lord to enlighten your miiid, and
giTC^ou a distinct effectual perception of the

f^at things which concern your everlasting peacie.

lessed arc you, if, Reeling your utter inability

stand .icquitted before God, by your reformation^

dutits, and prayers*, you have no hope but in what
Chribt has done and buffered. Blessed are you, if,

afflicted with the strength of your corruptions, and
longing for more love to Gixi and man, you depend
upon Christ to work thib divme change in your mind.

This is to believe in the only begotten Sou of God,
without partiality and without hypocrisy. This is

a dependence which the word of God declares shall

never be confounded. The Giver of every good and
perfect gift bestow it upon you, if you possess it

not ; and if you do^ increase it still more abundantly*^

PRAYER^

Suited to tiie preceding chcipter on Fuith in Christ.^

GLORY be to Thee, O Lord and heavenly Fathe)^

for laying help upon one m^hty to save, one chosea
from amongst the people ; and for commanding us
to place our whole affiance^ in him.

But thou knowesit, O Lord, our pride and unbe«

lief ; how unwilling we are to confess our sinfuhiess,

or make application to him, who alone can deliver

us. Give unto us grace to believe on the name of

thy only begotten Son: to diaw nigh to thee, de-

pending only on his atoning death, and meritorious

righteousness, as our whole safeguard from the wrath

to come. FUl us with solid peace aiKi lively hope
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towards thee, though our fiuth. Though conscious

of daily defiltsment in ourselves, and infinite purity

in thee, may we iiaire boldness to enter into the
holiest, thiough the blood of Christ, aiid cry uato

thee, Abba, Father.

May we know our need of instruction in right-^

caosness; and in rpiiding thy word, and in pra> er,

depend upon Christ, the wonderful* Counstlior, to

reveal to us, by his spirit, vvhat is for our profit.

Help us against our vain conceit of wisdom ai id un-

4erstanding in ourselves, that we may draw nigh to

Christ, to anoint us with eye-salve, Rev. iii. 18 that

we may receive our sight, and be made wibe uiuo

jsalvation.
^

And, as thou, O Lord God, knowest all our weak*
ness, and our enemies are open in thy sight, may
our souls be stayed upon thee ; assured that thou

wiit come with a stroi\^ hand, and thy arm shall

rule for thee, instead of yielding to doubts and fears,

(ever ready to assault us) may we cleave with full

purpose of heart to our Head and Redeemer, and bQ
stroni^ in the Lord, and the power of his might

;

walking uprightly, working righteousness, apd in

jdl things adorning our profession.

We pray for tl^ spirit of wisdom and revelation

in the knowledge of thy Son, that his power, love,

iand all sufficient mediation may be our chief joy,

i^d richest treasure; that, when the tryin.^ hour of

our dissolution draws nigh, and naiural hfe^ with

all its comforts, is about to cease for ever, we may
know in whom we have believed, and that he is

able to keep that which we have committed unto

him, and to save us, for his own name and truth's

aake, with an everlasting salvation.

We beg these blessings, O heavenly Father, iu

dependence upon our only Saviour, Jesus Christ,

who liveth and reigneth with thee, and the Holy

.

Ciho&t, one God. Amenu '

^
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SUNDAY XVII,

CHAP. XVII.

The Fbundaiioii of F^tb |n the Iiord Jesiu Chri%t.

God, who, in infinite grace, planned the method
of salvation through Christ, has not only command-
ed us to believe in him, but, from the entrance of

sin into Qur world, he began to reveal the glory of

the Redeemer, on whom we are to trust.

This testimony is the rational, immutable founda*

tion of Chribtian faith. And from this ample, infal-

lible testimony which God hath given of his Son, I

shall prove there is no part of our misery, as sinners,

for which an all-sufficient remedy is not provided ia
the perfections which lesus possesses, and the offices

he executes.

Every man, it has been shown above, Is chargea-

ble with the sin of rebellion against his Maker. Con-
sequently, every man stands exposed to the curse of
God's violated law : and no sooner do we cease to

dispute with him about the justice of his plaiiies.t

declarations, than we confess ourselves guil^, atid

in danger of eternal ruin.

The first question, then, of utmost moment to be
resolved, in this, What sufficient warrant has a sin-

ner and a rebel, when he calls upon the name of

Christ, to depend on hjs blood as a propitiation foi}

sin, in the sight ofGod?
'

The answer returned by the divine record to this

question, is sufficient to give strong consolation to

the most guilty, who in earnest seek acceptance with
their Maker : for the divine record displays the infi«

nite majesty of Chr&t *^ln the beginning, the
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Ward was with God, and the Word was God. All

things were made by him, and without him was not

^my thing made that was made," John i. 1—3. "Bjr
liim were all things created, that are in heaven, and
that are in earth, visible and invisible ; whether they
be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or pow-
crs, all thingb \vx re created by him, and for him, and
he is before all thin^, and by him all things con*

aist," Col. i. 16, 17.

On account of this original glory, when the Re-
deemer came into our world to save that which was
lost, though he was in appearance but a weeping
babe, bom in a stable, and lying in a manger, yet at

that moment the Father said, Let all the angels of
God worship him." For though abased in this

mysterious manner, he is God manilesL in the fleshy

the Creator di angels* He is Immaimel, God
with us.

In this character, drawn by the Holy Ghost, be-

hold the proper object of every ruined sinner^s de-

pendence. See with what reason you are commaud-
ed to confide in him, who, at the very time his ap«

pearance in the likeness of our sinful flesh was fore-

told, had his .^lory proclaimed by the prophetic her-

ald in this magnificent style :
** Unto us a child is

born, unto us a son is given, and the government
shall be upon his shoulders, and his name sjiall be
called Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, die

Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace," Isa. ix.

Had the Lord of Hosts only declared, that one of
such infinite majesty would be favorable in any de«
gree to sinners, and plead for them with the Father,

that they might be forgiven, this would have jusiified

our dependence upon him. For a Redeemer, pos-

sessed of infinite perfections, must be a fit object of
confidence to the soul humbled for sin, supposing

lie had been pleased to declare his merciful disposU
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tioa tOMrards it. But Christ has clone much more
than simply declare his good will te the children of
men. The depth of his humiliation, and the pain^

of his death, are costly astonishing proofs of hi^

love. And ^he same iiifaliib e record, which teache*

us that the Redeemer is our God, assures us, that

from seal to manifest in the highest degree the di«

vine wisdom, holiness, and grace, and from phy to

a ruined worlcK he was content to live and di^a sub«»

stiuite and surety for iiiiuiers.

In the fulness of time, according to that counsel q(
peace between the Father and Son, recorded in the

fortieth psalm, the Saviour, who is Chi 1st the Lorcl^

was born into the world in the body prepared for

him by the poMfer of the Holy Ghost. But instead

of the appearance which the carnal Jews wished him
to assume, (a conqueror over all enemies to his na-

tion) he was couiited as no man. And though mei)

in the lowest stations have generally the iewest trou«

tries, his case was the reverse, the reverse of the

grandeur of princes, and the tranquillity of the vul*

gar. Pre-eminence in tlie multitude and weight of
his sorrows, and the very first place among the ofi
piessed, was his only external distinction. Yet a
man of low condition, in the midst of troubles, may-

have a high character, at least an untainted one ; but
Jesus made himself of no reputation ; he bore that

vile character before men, which man bore before bis

Maker, the horrid character of a blasphemer : nay,

he stooped still lower, and not only stood as a crim*

inal at the bar of Pilate, but appeared such by impu-
tation in the eyes of God. And the Lord haih
laid on him the iniquity of us all." Malefactors are

jcharged only with the crimes they have done, and
%vith only a few of those. The scripture describes

this unparalleled sufferer as oppressed with the in-

numerable and abominable coruues of multitude^
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like saiids upon the sea-shore, and %vith all the sim
Of each individual iti those multitudes. A weight

iftuch more terrible to stistain, than we are able w
coneeive ; thouf^h we know this, that die curse of

the law was a w eight sufficient to crush a worid : for'

when legions ot angels, who excel in strength, abus-

ed that strength against the law, it sunk them from
the highest heaven to the lowest hell,

Jesus undertook to brar this weight. He was
made sin,'' t a siu-uftcring and a curse for us;

he interposed his sacred body between the load of

Wrath from above, and us the hefa^ of wrath be*

tdw. Instead of that high hiefikble communion of
love, which he maintained with his Father, he was
content to feel the exqnisite torture of being forsaken

6f him* It pleased the Lord to bruise him. And
how* he, who was like a sheep dumb before hi*

shearers," is dumb ito longer. The Lamb of God^
^vhen brought to this most dreadful slaughter, opt ns

his mouth, and pity itself must cry for pity. The
impious language of his murderers, was. Where h
How thy God ? Behold, in the prodigious pangs of

his soul, something like the same language conies

from his own mouth : He cries out, My God ! my
God ! why hast thou forsaken me ? Thus scripture

delineates the Redeemer's humiliation ; nor with less

exactness ascertains the eiiel for which he stooped

thus low, and the everlasting benefits he thus secur-

ed to all his faithiul dependants. Notwithstandin|p

.

he paid so dearly for it, yet, in spite of all the op-

position iTt)m the enemy of sitmers, and from sinners

themselves, he obtained a perfect conquest, dying

with this word of transport in his mouth, It isfinish^

td! The debt of penal suiTering, and of perfect obe-

dience to the law, paid ; the powers of hell are

Vanquished, and God is well pleased.

Ponder tills marvellous tr^isaction, this horrible.
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tormeat and death, sustained by him who Uveth fcnr

cvernum. Consider deeply the ignominy of his

abasement, and the cxtremitir of his anguish, aU en-

dured with no other view, than to make atonement

ibr sin, and purchase redemption for all who should

ever trust in his name« Consider this &ct, and then
you may say, it is not possible for the most afflicted

conscience to desire a surer foundation to trust in for

pardon and acceptance with God, What can the

law demand of you, either to exempt from suffering

ks penalty, or as a title to eternal life, which this

vicarious obedience and sacrifice of God manifest in

the flesh, has not abundanti)^ provided in belialf of
all true believers ?

I will suppose your sins enormous, and or} ing

with the loudest cry for vengeance : still, can they

have so much weight to condemn you, who, in an-

guish for your offences, depend upon Jesus, as the

blood of an incarnate God has, to cleanse you from
all sin ? Who dare say, your offences have dishon«>

ored God's law, so much as the obedience and death

of the Redeemer has magnified it ? or that those

transgressions have not been iuily expiated, for which
the Law^ver himself submi^tted to be put to death t

Though you are shocked at the daring presumption
of expecting pardon, on the vague notion of mere
mercy, now your understanding is enlightened, and
your conscience faithful in its rebukes ; though you
Munot give into the modish religion, which leaves

the justice of the Most High, and die law of the

Most Holy, destitute of their due honor; nor trust

to obedience and future amendment^ to atone for

past offences ; yet steadfasdy fix your eyes on the

matchless ransom pud by Jesus on the cross. See,

there, the glory of the Holy God, reconciled with

the salvation of criminals : see, there, the justice of

Cod appear more awful than if mercy bad been ex-

r

I
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fehided;m4mmy flMsre rauabk^ tfau if justice had
been given uih See hMe ven^anee and lorbearanot

there meet together; V€ngeam;e on the crucified

Kedeen^ and, for hi$ sake^ forbearance to all be**

litrwf; penhenta. See^ there, wmth and love kist

each odier; wrath ioiimds the divine Stntty and
Substitute, love to insolvent sinners. By this infi*.

nitely wise contrivance, every honor done to the

eriminals is an honor done to the iaw^ because thef
refieire it only through tiie satisfaction andtibediemni

paid to it by their Surety i and all the respect put

upon the law puts respect also upon the criminals^

because he who undertook to pay their debt, and
bear their curse, is God and man in one Christ.

Is not tins transacdon a solid ground of peace to
the broken in heart ? A tnuisacuon in which God
holds forth his equal Son to be a propitiation for si%
through faith in **his blood, that he might be just,

and yet the justifier of all who believe in Jesus.

What cloud so black can hang over the mind^ which
this truth is not able to dispel ? It is desij^ed to give

light to them that sit in darkness^ and the shadow oi
deatht and to guide their fi^et into the wi^ of peace4

Further, this ground fiir depending on the Lord
Jesus Christ to obtain forgiveness, will be found still

mcM^ adapted to our guilty state, when you know
the way in which men becmne partakers of Christ.

The great generally sell^ even what they call theiif

favors. Powerful recommendations, or long ser-

vices, only induce them to give preferment. Far

Otherwise, as our impotent condition requires, is the

ease reqtecting ourpaidon fromCaod. Noworka
of righteousness are required to be Jirst performed

as a recommendation, no set of holy tempers, or

stock of moral virtue. These are fruits which ever

follow upon true bdief in Christ, and from grace

s
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(eceived by constant dependence upon liim* The
invitntioii to sinacrb is expressed in the most en-

couraging terms. **Hof every one that thirsteth,

come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money,

£no single valuable quality] yea, come buy wine aod
milk without money and without price.'' Isaiah K
**The Son of Man is come to seek and to save that

which was lost the ungodly, sinners, enemies to

God. Can a conscience, loaded with crimes of
largest size, of deepest dye, and b^rond number,
conceive a refuge more adapted to its distressed •

co!idition? or more free promises of reconciliation,

and peace with God ?

But should neither the divinity of the Redeemer,
nor the merit of his sacrifice, nor his invitations to

all who thirst for salvation, be sufficient to engage
your entire dependence on hini for pardon, there is

still another ground for trusting in him, his office:

Every high-priest, says the scripture, " taken from
among men, is ordained for men all his influence

and power is to be employed for their spiritual

good. The things appointed for him to do strongly

prove this ; for he was to offer gifts and sacrifices

for sin ; isacrifices to make an atonement, and gifts,

on account of vv hich, it became God to continue his

favor, though forfeited- The one grand indispen-

sable qualification therefore for the office, was a

heart, which knew how to have compassion oA

them that aie ignorant, and out of tlie way of duty

and safety.

But this office of high-priest, and its functions, we
are infallibly taught, were m/y designed to serve

unto the example and shadow of heavenly things

;

7*. e. to be a way of teachin fr us, by objects of sense,

the office which the Lord Jesus Christ bears in the

high^t heavens^ and what sinners are to expect firom

him* He is made an high-priest of good things
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|o ooine« He is eotexied with his own blood intQ

Imven itself» to ^p^^esr in the presence of God foe

us:'? cmsequently IS . under the strongest engage^,

ments of office, to mediate eflFectually for all who
shall ever come to God by him.

And lest we should fear we are too mean or vile

|o engage his most active pity, particular mention!

is made, that he is "touched with a feeling of our
infirmities, having been iu all points tempted like as

we are, yet without sm«'' Therefore, from an ex-

fciiniental knowledge of all our difficulties, hard*

ships, and distresses, he hath that exquisitely tender

sympathy with us, which otherwise would not luve
been possible.

. Is y.our spirit then wounded by sin ? Listen not to*

jFOur fearp ; parley not with the accuser; look to the

intercessor .for the transgressors. He must first

prove false to the engagcintnts of his most holy of-

fice, and do violence to the bowels of mercy, which
constitute his fitness for it, before your humble de*

pendence on his blood and intercession can be dis-

appointed.

After all we have advanced, blessed be God, there

• remains yet another ground of confidence in the

Saviour, for remission of sins, to all who call on him,
I mean repeated assurances from God, that the sac-

rifice of his Son is in his sight a complete atonement
for their sins, who believe in the name of Christ, and
shall aa^re them for evomore.. Declarations of this

import are so many, that we can select only ^ few of
the chief.

Isaiah, in his affecting account of this great event,

haying affirmed that Jesus suffered as a substitute for

pinners, being wounded for our transgression, and
bruised for our iniquity, thus magnificently des-

cribes the efficacy of his sufferings : " He shall see of

the travail of his squ1| s^id shoU bQ satisfied ; by his
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iknowledgi^ shail my righteotts servant |iifttify>Bi«iqp^

ibr lie filiatt beMrllMrir ku|DitMir War cbcm mnqr>."

m the Kcaptgoat ilid^ ovrjring them inlo iIk ]Bitliiie»i

wildtrness. nomoic to be found, tlioiigh sought for

hy the oiaiicious tempter aixl a cuser.

The angel Gal^riel is commissioned to reviye the^

lieftrt of Dwiiel. ^neatly befavedof God. F«r tlu»

purpose he assures him, that whea Messiah the
prince was cut off, he shall, in that oblation of
himself on the cross, accompkUfih^a work of infimti^

ytory: He alwU ^oiiifa tfafi^[i«6m
A, smd redoeming all firom ks eiirw «4io almild bft»

lit ve in him. "He sh^l make an end of ski,*' by de-»

livering (in virtue of his death) all from its detesta*

liie dominion, who shall call upon him. '^He shall

make reconciliation for iniqiiity," by a fuU, perfect;,

and sufficient sacrifice and satisikctiofi. **He shaft

bring in everlasting righteousness," a righteousness

which wiil Justify all who believe, throughout aU
ages, and wit^ which everlasting life stands connect-

ed by the pronuse of God. Ak» Uie testimony of ii

prophet, and an angel, hear the voice of God fromr

heaven: "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am
well please^/' His life and deatli' magnifies my
law, redeems simiers fram its ciWM, and is-oi att

tilings on earth, or in heaven, incomparably A0-
noblest in my eyes. The Redeemer himself bears^

the same strong attestation to the efficacy of his deaths-

as the salvation of l^schim^ God 9Q>^lawtAe
world, that he gaye hisonly begotten Son, to«tlte endt

that all who believe in him should not perish, hut'

have everlasting life. My flesh I give for the liie of

the worl4«-^This is^my blood of the N^w Testament^i

shed for the remission of the sinsof manjr."' Weigb^
well these decisive testimonies. They will constrain

you to sa\
,
notliing more could have been done to

^ki^ awa^ ev^y obj^ouoo^ a^' gwiU^ wo^iQ^cd-
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gM mftke aj^sun^ 'it» ottakiing faggivcnoiw WMi
tqUMd propriety and ineroy b this call addressed to
perishing' sinners ;

** Come unto me, all ye that l»»

bour, aiid are heavy laden, and I will refresh y©«.**

My body bore your sins oa the tree, when I soffer#

ed, the jost for the unjust; my blood wa» ahed t^
ikttnae you. I, the brig^aiess of the Father's glory,

and the express itm^ of his person^ w ho uphold all

things^ by the word ol my power, purged away su|

by the saeriice of myaeU, atnd asi set down a mc-i

diatcroA the right band of the IMaijesty on high»
Believe, therefore, on me, and you shall receive

vemisaioa of mus, and iiever pehsik

SUNDAY XVIIL

CMAP. XVUL

the same Subject continued*

We have ptwed the l^srceeding' abundant grace of
eirr Lofd Jesus Christ, to save from the guilt of sin.
We are now to shew what foundation there is tode*
pend upon him for knowledge^ strength, and ever*'
katiig salratkin.

As Mam^a first dkdbedience sprung from his im-
pious desire to be as the j^ods in knowledge, the
righteous punishment of his sin was, extinction of
light in his simk Hertce we arc bom Wind to God^
and'the *ings ef God, though the knowledge of
Arm be for more desirable than life itself. Hence
we are in perpetual danger of delusion, and, by our
hists, prejudiced stroi^ly against the truth.

In theae cffcnmstaiices, God is pleased giaciousif
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to command us to depend on the Locd Jesus Christ,

to reoover our saght, and enrich us with spmtusL
knowledge. To prove tlie reasonableness of this

dependence, the Father declares, he hath given

Christ for a light to the Gentiles ; to open the blind

eyes, Isa. xlii. i

Malachi calls htm the Sun of Righteousness ; fom

as the sun in the firmament dlbpcnses invigorating,

influence throiip;h the whole earth, unveils the face

ef every object in the visil^k citation, and gives it ta

ke seen in its true situ&don ; so the Redeemer, by
his word and spirit, scalpers darkness from the mind,,

makes divine truth visible, and strengthens our dim*

iaculties to behold the glory of tlie Lord, and the

cxceUeocy of our God. Zacharias^ fuU of the Holy
Ghost, celebrates the appeaiance of Christ as an ef«

fectual teacher of men in things of the utmost mo-
ment, which the use and exercise of their own ra-

tional faculties could never have discovered* Ue calls

Jesus the day-spring from on high, rising through
the tender mercy of our God, to ^ve light to theaa

that sit in darkness and the shadow of death, and to

guide their feet in the way of peace. The Baptist

points him out as the person from whom all tlie di*

vine knowledge proceeds, which ever was or will b^
amongst men. This is the true light, that lighteth

every maji that cometh into the world.

The Redeemer himself conhrms these high testu.

monies, when the lews attempted to . enanaine him
by their subtle and captious qiimdons. He said untiQi

them, "I am the light of the world :" what possibil-

ity tlien is there of deceiving me, or deluding, by
your felaehoods, my disciples ? He that followieth

' me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have tb^
iiL^ht of life." How could he more strongly assert,

that he came to make the way from eartli to heaVieflL

plain before siim^s* .
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' St. Paul, inspired by the Holy Ghost, teaches the

<^Qrcfa, tluit Christ is made of God, unto aU who
believe, wisdom ; and that God, " who catlsed the

light to shine out of darkness, hath shined into our

hearts, to give us the knowledge of the glory of God
in the face of Jesus Christ, in whom are all the trea^

siifes of wisdom and knowledge hid - covered tin*

der the veil of humanity, and the depth of his huf

miliation. Observe the strong import of his expres*

sion ; the apostle does not say treasure ia the singu^

lar number, though this implies excelleney an4
abundance of knowledfj^e, but treasures, ^ He dotH
not only say treasures, though this would have greatly

enlarged our conceptions; but he saith, in whom
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are hidi

So that nothkig pertaining to spiritual life and godli*'

ness can he imagined, no knovviedgc in the least

degree profitable to poor, weak, helpless, sinful

creatures, which is not to be found in Christ, as in

tfi inexhaustible magazine, provide by the God
of glory for the supply of our necessities.

' In this emphatical manner do the scriptures exalt

Christ, in his prophetic oiiice, as appearing to make
a complete revelation of the name of God, his wiU
and designs cohcenungus ; and after having deliver^'

cd, as the prophets before him, the words of pure

ljuth, he was not, as they, impotent to impress effec-

toally what they taught. This prophet of all ages
and nations declares, I will send unto you another

Comforter, even the spirit of truth, he shall lead you
into all truth."

Do you then feci your ignorance in rel^ion, aiul

bewail the dulness in your understanding to appie*

hend spiritual things, and a weariness when your
attention is turned to them? Are you grieved to

find so much obscurity rest upon the book of God,
when it is befeipe you ? Behold your relief. The

niriitized



GOWmkM. WTX QI*^ MAit

acripture exhorts you to depend upon Christt to^

give' jrou ail the kn(»wled|ce you need. WbatcjOi
induce you to mskt applicatioa to him^ if not the

declaration, that he left the bosom of the Father to

declare him ? What can encourage our utmost con-

fidaice ofsucce3»« if the manner in which his Church
publiihes their suooeit faile ? ''The Son of God is

oome, and halh gi\«n ua an understanding, that vm
may know him that is true." He hath given us not

only our intellect, which distinguishes us from the

world of animals^ S6r thia was ever eommon Id all

0ien; he hath given ua not only the revealed woid«

which deluded pretenders have as well as wc ; but

he hath given us, say the faithful in Christ, the spirit

nf wisdcm and revelatioUt in th^ Jsnowledge of hiin<^

aelf^ the truth* They who bear diia testimony

once as ignorant and dark aa you can be. When
blind Bartimeous cried out, ** Jesus, thou Son u{

David, have mercy on me^ that 1 may receive my
aigfat," they that stood by said, Be of gopd com^
fcrt, rise, he calleth thee.'' But the same compact
sioaate Saviour addresses thee, thou child of ignor-

ance, from his glorious high throne, in terms no less

kind : I counsel thee to buy of me eye-salve, tl^at

Ihou maystfioe;" have the kmnrledge of God* tod

aright judgment in all things. Light, not only t£|

see the way of life, but to discover and baffle the

devices of the enemy ; for beiore Christ all things arQ

naked, even the deepest counsda of the destroyer*

mid all hiscrud snarea. He knows how, with equal

ease and certainty, to confound his force, and infatu-

ale the author of aU subtlety and malice. Ue cam^

to ruin all hb contrivances against the faithfult ac*

cording to the name ofglory Srst given him. Bruiser

of the Serpent'^> Head. How worthy then is twa

matchless person to be trusted with unsliakcn con-

fidence tor our instructor and guide all our day^>
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ifctiver the godly oot oi every temptatioii vaA pre*

ittre them safe uuto his own kingdom I

fiUNOAY XUL
*

CHAP. XIX4

The OiwumI far Faith in Clurht M turn itshm aU

Naturally blind, we att a1<?o slaves to aii

Mtthly, sensual, devilish spirit. This s^ truth h
often feh in remorse, shame^ loss, and many incon-

veniences. Then we wish on rselves free ; and, con-

fident in our own strength^ determine no more to

jrield* But the veiy next temptation adapted to our
beloved lust prevails as easily as did the fbflner ; so
that, soon disheartened by repeated foils, we give

up the all-important contest^ we begin to palliate and
excuse the Ignominious shveiy) which we find nd
heart to ^iake o£

This is the state of man. And, take notice^ ex-*

perience concurs with scripture to prove^ that no
share of good sense, or superior learning. Or good
cdtlcatlon, give men power to resist their comipl
liatuTe, any more than savage ignorance. The most
these advantac^es can do, is only to gild those shac-

kies tlicy can never break, and slightly conceal fromi

(he slip^cial eye ofa feUow^cfte^ure whii!l galla

and defiles the inner man#
This subjection to sin is grieVoils to a soul bortt

again, as the infamy of vassalage to a free citizen.

Enlightened to judge aright, you will long to have
yotyr iniquittes subSuod; and; wMiout s&ength 'm
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jfouraelf, you wUi gladly implore .ckliicerance from
such tyrannical oppresision. In sure and oeitam
hope o( this deliverance, Ciod cdmmands you to

depend on the Lord Jesus Christ. To justify your
dependence, a display U given of his power, such

as makes the slightest suspicion of miscarriage un^
feasonabte to the hst degree. For the ancient pro*

phets, describing his majesty, call him, The Lord
of Hosts the Lord mighty in battle, who has the

earth for his footstool, and heaven ibr his throne ; the

light for his garment ; the douds for his diariot ; the

thunder for hb vmce ; and all the legions of aj^;el0

for his servants.

f And, lest his deep abasement of himself should

weaken our idea of his mighty povmer to save, we
have a very pardcukr relation of the wonders
wrought by him in the days of his flesh. Innumera*
ble multitudes of diseased and impotent people were
brought to his feet, and by his word instantly made
whole, every one of them* The dumb and deaf^

the blind and dead, his energy restored lo die
biessiiig of life, or the full exercise of all their facul-

ties and powers. The vvliolc creation he commanded
, with absolute sway. Though winds and storms aie

migh^, yet Jesus of Nazareth rebukes them, and
^y are hushed into ^nce. The waves of the sat >

rage horrible, yet sink at his word into a perfect

calpi. Death and the grave, to mortals inexorable,

cannot one momait detain their prey, when Jesus

saith« ^* Lazarus, arise.'' The powers of darknessp

though more mighty than diseases, storms, and
death, crouch before him, and adore him as their

Lord.
Further, to encourage sinners to confide in him

as a deliverer from the tyranny of sin, Jesus, when
on earth, carried about with him many monuments
of his savixig power, FjubUpHUs^ the yrorst of men.
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kuAxMf the most infiamms of women, he siifwi^
from their inveterate lusts, giving proof, in each of

these instances, that no one can be so enslaved to

sin and Satan, but he can make them free indeed/

After preaching this transporting truth with hi&

0iimlips, and confirming it day by day during his

ministry, he displays his power to the height at the

very hour of his death. Behold him hanginp^ on
the cross, his vissage frightfully blotted and mangled^

Ids whole body covered with marks of scorn, swelled

with strc^es 6t vidence, bedewed from head to fcxA

with his own blood I Is he a deHvcrer from sin?

Can he save ? Hearken, though thus low himself,

his power and grace destroy in a moment the do«
loonion of sin and Satan, in the utmost strength we
can possibly conceive it. He says to the dying
malefactor, who turned to him with the prayer of

iaith, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, this day shalt

tim be with me in paradise." I will carry mee up
with me into heaven, as a trophy of my victory

over Satan, and will show thee there as part of the

spoils which shall adorn my triumph over helk

%He snatches this abandoned wretch as a brand out
of the fire, an earnest of the everlasting salvation of
all who should ever call upon him. He snatches

from the very jaws of hell one who seemed not

only void of grace, but past it ; and in an instant

aanc^fies that heart, which had been for many yem
the habkation of devils, and the hcAA of every foul

spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful

bird.

In this conquest, the Redeemer ws^ttd with a
double view, t6 prove himselfthe Messiah; and gave
an indisputable w^arrant for sinners, even the chief,

to call upon him, tiiat they may be saved.

Should it be said, the Redeemer's death and burial

indicatie his wed^ness, Christians reply, he lay in the
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opt a« 4 sub)ect, tiala« a conqueiw; he caiBe

iiere to dutwout the sting from the king of terrors;

and on the third day from bis death, triumph as the

rcburrcction and the life, in whom whosoever liveth

and t^eiUfVeth shall never djic« The language of ht&

lesurreQttOtt was full ofpower : it spoke again, Thy
^3ead men shall live, together with my dead bodf
shall they arise : Awake and sing, ye that dwell in

the dust, for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, an4
the earth shall C4St out the dead." Isaiah xxvi.

These ample testimonies of decisive authori^
prove the power of Jesus, and present him befces

Qur eyes as a fit object of unreserved dependence for

deUverSi^jge from the power of sin. And they arc

Still corroborated by declarations both in the Q14 and
^ew Testament. Hear how every doubt is answer)

ed, and all desponding thoughts reproved.

**Say to them that are of a fearful heart, [under a
lively view of tlie^r own wqikness, sins, and corrup.

lion] Be ^pog, fear npt : behold, your God wkl
fu>me with vengeance, evenGod with a recompenoe,

he will come and save you," Isaiah xxxv. ** Behold

!

the Lord God will come with a strong hand, and
his arm shall rule for him : behold, his reward is

with him, and bis work is before him ; he shall fe^
his flock like a shepherd ; he shall gather the lamb^i

with his arm, and parry them in his bosom, and shall

gently lead those that are with young : he shall bring

forth jtidgmpnt unto truth,'' Isaiah xl^ and xlii.

Confident of the certainty of these d^laratiGm,
St. Peter addresses the Jews, though a people aban-

doned to all wickcdiiess, and tells thcni, that " God
having raised up his S/m Jesus, sent him to bless

them, l)y turnii^ ^Y^iy one of them, who shall call

Upon his name, from their iniquities.

See how magnificently St. Paul describes the ex*

^ding greatness of Ciurist's power. . to sav^ iron)
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-MDiaiidMi^ ^'G<4 [sai^ bc] hadi raised htm ftdn
itie deadU and set him at his own right hand 'in heav-

enly places, far above all principality and power, and
might and domiuioa, and every name that is named,
«ot onty in this world, but also in that which is to

come; and hath put all diings under his feet, and
giveji him to be head over all things to the church,-

which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth fdl

in aU,'' Eph. i. 20^23.
Ms^ify then, as you please, the number or

strength of temptations ; the weakness or corrup-

tion of our nature ; the power of Satan, and of evil

JiatMts; still, what are all these before him, who
Igave himself to redeem men from all iniquity, and
to purify to himself a peculiar people, zealous of
good works ?What before him, whose office, as

jLiog in Zion, is to turn from darkness unto light,

£rom the power of Satan unto God, and enrich tha

idlen soul with that bdiness wluch shall make it

meet for heavtn ? What are these usurpers, avarice,

lewdness, envy, malice, or unbclic^f, by whom
strengthened, d^at they should be too hard for him
mtter^. to subdue, from whose fulness all the saints

who ever lived on earth received their every excel-

lency, and all the angels their spotless purity? Was
it possible to prove that one single persevering de-

|iendant on the power and grace of Christ ever died

m sin^ how could the promises of God concerning
his Son be true, or he answer the character given of

him'? l:Utlier he must be falsely described in scrip,

ture, or this conclusimi be infallible : ^^if the Son
shall make you free, you shdl be free indeed*'^ All

your evil tempers shall be subdued, and you be pre-

served blameless in spirit, soul, and body.

So able is Christ to save. 1 proceed to prove he
IS as ready and willing, by evidence the most de-

pimve. What means his humiliation from first to
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bsl ? His pleading with sinners all the day, and his

midnight intercessioas for them? What mean his

invitations? *' Ho, every one that thirsteth, let hinx

come unto me, and drink. Whosoever cometh unto

Bie« 1 will in no wise cast out:" What waait, but
love, in the hip^hest degree, which made him soloi^-

endure a condition in ail respects the reverse of lam
original glory? Instead of hallelujahs from the an-'

gelic host, blasphemous revilings from the children

of tlie devil ; instead of joy inconceivable, an heart

in the midst of his body like melting wax, through
the intenseness of his ai^ish ; instead of udxmAoOr
from myriads of ministering spirits, buifetingSi^

bloody scourges on his back, and on his face a load

of spittle ; instead of his throne high and lifted up,

before which the whole host of heaven cry, ^^Holy»

. holy, holy is the Lord of hosts : heaven and earth

is full of thy glory !" a cross between two thieves,

in the midst of insulting shouts, and the frowns a£^

ttemal justice.

Come hither, behold and sec if therewas ever love
like this. Come, and hear his \oice in the height of
all his sufferings: looking upon his murderers, when
his eyes were about to close in death, he cried, Far-

ther, forgive them, for they know not what they do.**

Now then, if you can, doubt. Now, if it be pos-

h\h\c. question his willwpiess to sa\ c poor sinners,

turning to them with the prayer of iaitli, who prayed
even for his bitterest foes.

In the last place, the Lord Jesus Christ is* as
proper a person to trust for eternal salvation, as for

wisdom, strength, and righteousness in this life..

His dominion reaches equally over the worid in
which we dwell, and that into which death trans^^

btes us.

- "Fear not," saith the Saviour, "lam the first*

and the last, I am he tliat Uvett^ and was de^i^aiuL
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behold I am alive for ever more, and have the keys

heU and the grave. 1 go to prepare a place for

you ; and if I go to prepare a place for you, 1 witt

eome again, and receive you unto myself, that where^

I am, there you may be also." And in his last

solemn prayer for all who should ever believe in him^

he declares his infinite love, and their eternal salva*

tibn. ' Father, i will that they abo, whom tboa
hast given me, be with me where I atn, that ther

may behold my glory, which thou hast given me.
After a constant exercise, therefore, of depend-

ence' on Christ to save from the guilt, defilement^

and power of sin, from ignorance, temptation, and
every enemy which ca^;^ assault U6 in tht \\ a\ , what
well-grounded comfort, what abounding hope in

death, is his name, and faith in his name, able to in-

spire I Able to make us die in triumph, no less than

live in righteousness ; to copy the pattern of the first

martyr in the Christian church, to behold by faith

what he saw without a veil, and expire in peace and
,

joy, sajring Lord Jesus^ into thy hands I comment
my spirit.'*

PRAYER,

'
: Suited to the preceding Subject.

0 LORD J£SUS CHRIST, display, we entmit
thee, the glory of thy name, that we may exult and
extol, and honor thee, even as we honor the Father.

Kniighten the eyes of our understanding, that we may
know thou hast fulfilled aI!*righteousness, magnifi*

cd the law, and made it honorable ; finished trans**

gressioii by thy death on the cross, made reconciiia-

^Qn {gr iniquity, and brought in everlasting right*

Liiyiiizeo
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cousness. Take away all unbelfef, that thy blood

and ri^^htcousness may be our shield against ail the

fiery darts of the wicked one, and a covert from the

tempest of divine wrath due to our sins. So shall

our hmts be set at liberty from all fear that bath

torment, and we shall run the way of thy command-
ments.

Give us grace, O good Lord, to be strong in thjr

power and might, ^i;ain8t all the enemies of our
souls* Assure our hearts against all suggestions to

the contrary, that thou art able and failhiul, and wilt

subdue our iniquities, who call upon thee, and keep

m unblameable and unreproveable. Deliver us from
a self-sufficient spirit, that we may never attempt to

perform duty, resist temptation, or bear the cross in

our own strenorth. Let us know and feel, that when
we are weak, then are we strong ; and that when we
depend only on thy arm and favor towards us, neithw
the flesh, the worid, nor Satan, shall be able to pre*

vail against us.

Give us full assurance of understanding and faith

in the great mystery of godhness, that thou art God
and man in one Christ, mfinite in wisdom to teach

;

in power to help and defend ; in justice to destroy

thy adversaries ; infinite in goodness to supply all

our wants, and complete our felicity ; infinite in truth

to accomplish all thy exceeding great and precious

promises, and altogether such a Saviour as our deep
and manifold necessities require.

Finally, we beseech thee, O Lord, to grant that

we may have in ourselves the witness of thy power
and glory, by the change wrought and maintained in
our views, pursuits, and tempers; that we may shew
forth thy praises, who ha^^t called us out of dcirkuess

into marvellous light, and be ready, when we depart^

to join^the son^ of the ransomed of the Lord, say-
ing, " Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to reccxf^



p0W«r, and riches, wisdom, and strength, and
glory, and honor, and blessing. Blessing, honor,
and glory, and power be unto him that sittethupoil
the throne^ aad unto the Lamb^ for ever and evet*'^
Amen*

SUNDAY XX.

On the Divinity of the Holy Ghoat;.

The scripture teaches us, that the work
inan*s salvation is through the joint agency of the
iFather, the Son, and the Holy Gho^t. God tl^
Father, in infinite wisdom and mercy, provided him^
self a Iamb for a burut-ofFering to purge away sin,
God the Son, in his own person, as mediator, sub-
mits to suffer the just for the unjust, rising for their
justificatim, and ever living to make intercession fo^
all who come to God by him. God die Holy Ghost
gives knowledge and understanding of this gloriouii

salvation, procures it a cordial reception, andsaacti«
fies the soul for endless bliss*

Each of these, persons, who thud do-operate in
man's salvation, must be by nature God, because no-
thing finite can execute any part of this grand
acheme. Who, but the supreme Lawgiver, caii

admit of a substitute to bear the curse due to sin-

ners f What creature can possibly have merit,
much less be sufficient, by his ow n obedience and
death, to atone for oftbnces against the majesty of
Heaven f Or to whom but God doth the power
appertain, greater fhan that of creation^ to brmsf
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man's will, obhtinately fixed in rebellion against his

Maker, to be in all things gladly obedient to fatt

command ?

Bui if the scripture teaches that the salvation of

man is owing to the a^ncy of each person in the

blessed Trinity, it is then no speculative notion, but

a doctrine of substantial and perpetual use, worthj
tfie most devout attention of ever>' Christian, to im*
press his mind, by earnest meditation, with w hat God
has revealed touchinfj^ this subject : revealed not at all

to teach us how the Father, Son, and Spirit, are

three persons in one eternal Godhead (for this it

never attempts), but that we may know our obliga-

tions to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost,

^ih! live in such entire coniideitce in the mercy of

God, and such devdtedness to his service, as the

|Lno%vledge ofthis roost sublime and'mysterious'tmtb

is designed to produce.

The scripture character of God the Father has
already been delineated ; and that of God the Son in

his mediatorial office. We shall now lay before you^
at one view, what we are taught of the nature, person,

and office of the Holy Ghost. May he, the Spirit of
truth, give us to understand the things which belon|^

to his glory f

That he is one in essence with the *Pather anfl

Son, the scripture proves in this pbin manner. It

ascribes to lum tlie periections of God. Now the

distinct nature of every thing is determined by its

{)ropeities. He who possesses the properties pecu-

iarto a man, is on that verv account esteemed one :

by consequence, he who possesses the perfections

peculiar to God, must on that account be worship-
ped as God.
But the scriptures teach us, that the Holy Ghost

is an eternal, irifiiiiK
,
almighty Being, and called, in

exclusion of all creatures^ the Holy Spirit. The
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l^iood of JesuSt» we are assured, was offered under hist

influence, under the name ofthe Etemal Spirit, Helv
ch. ix, A title given only to God : for wt* no where

read of an eternal angeL The Holy Ghost is infi-

nite, for he searcheth uU things^ even the deep things,

of God, i Cor. ii. He is almighty, he formed the

chaos into order and beauty, and by his energy the

world subsists each day. Thou sendeth forth thy

Spirit, they are created, and tbou renewe&t the face

ofthe earth," PaaU civ.

His almighty power is no less conspicuous in th^ .

dispensations of grace, that in the sphere of nature.

The spotless humanity of Jesus v\as formed by his

|lower in the blessed vir|;in ; by him Jesus was led

into the wilderness ; anomted to preach the gospel,

and fulfil his ministry ;
** Anointed with the oil of

gladness, above all kings, and priests, and proplu ts,

who were typical of his glory." la all that Jesus did

on eanh, he was supponed, we are expressly taught,

by th& Holy Ghost. A most forcible proof of his

divinity ; for Jesus, as Mediator, has a name given

wiiich is above every name, to so high a degree, that

%ll in e^th and heaven must bow their knee to him ;

yet consider as Mediator, he is still inferior to thQ

Holy Ghost, because by him consecrated and enabled

to discharge that very oflice. But nothing in earth

45>r heaven, except God, is above the man Christ

|esus ; the Holy Ghost must then be one in essence

with the Father, as the scripture teaches, and the

church of Christ has ever believed.

Again, the Holy Ghost does works proper to

God. He renews the souL When those sinners at

Corinth, sunk into the lowest dregs of wickedness,

became new creatures, the glorious transformation

is ascribed to this divine a^xnt. Such were sonic

of you (whoremongers, adulterers, abusers of them-

9Silves with mankind^ thieves, covetous) ; but ye are
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washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye arc justified ia

the name oi our Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit

our God, 1 Cor. vi.

Further, the Holy Ghost endued the apostles with

miraculous powers, laid the foundation of the Chris-

tian church, published its laws, and {governed all

tilings. He separated Paul and Barnabas, and ap*

pouitecl their mission to one rather than another

place, the high prerogative of the supreme Director.

A dispLiisation of infinite consequence, and incom-
muaicable to a creature.

In the cpnsununation of all things, the Holjr

f>host will work in a manner altogether divine, the
masicr- piece of all he has done, a demonstration of

Jiis providence and grace, in a degree which can be-

long to none but God. He will raise the bodies of

the faithful £rom the dust, and clptl^e them with im-
mortal glory* ** If the spirit of him that nused up
Jesus from die dead dwell in you, he that raised up
Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal

bodies, by his spirit which dweileth in you,'' Rom.
• . •

vui.

Further, the Holy Ghost must be one in essence

%vith the Father and the Son, because divine wor-
ship is paid to him. This glory, which the jealous

Qod will not give to another, consists in swearing by
him, touching the truth of what we affirm ; accord-

ing to that command, Thou shalt worship the Lord
thy God, and sware by his name. It consists also

in making him the only object of our faith and trust.

Thus saith the Lord, Cursed is the man ths[(

trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm,'' Jer.

xvii. This one only fountain of benediction and
grace is to Ue implored for the continuance of both^
and obeyed as the only one whom we are to fear«

The principal end of divine worship is in this maUr
i;er lo ascribe unto Grod the honor due to his
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Mme. But we find in scripture all these particular

acts of supreme worship paid to the Holy Ghost.

St. Paul swears by him, and appeals to him as wit-

ness of his sincere good- will to his enraged breth-

ren the Jews* say the truth in Christ, I He not,

my conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy
Ghost." We are required to believe in the Holy
Ghost, and to obey him with the father and the

Son : for the import oi our baptism in each ol their

names is, that we entirely surrender ourselves

unto the service of the sacred Trinity. He also ift

implored with the Father and the Son, as the foun-

tain of all blessings and graces of the Gospel.

From the days of the apostles, the church of Christ

has concludeid her public worship with this address

to the Trinity (which were blasphemous, if they"

were not equally divine), ** The grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellow*

of the Holy Ghost, be with yoti all. Amen."
The mfinite glory also given to God, and the

'self-abasement of men and angels, under a sense of

his appearance, are ascribed to the Holy Ghost.

'Isaiah relates his vision of the glory of God : the

prophet saw the Lord sitting upon a throne« high
and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. Above
it stood the seraphims, each one had six wini^s.

With twain he covered his face, with twain he cov-.

ered his feet, and with twain he did fly. And one
eried to- another, and said, Holy, holy, holy is the

Lord of Hosts ; the whole earth is full of his ,^lory.

Then said I, Wo is me ! For I am undone, because

I am a man of unclean lips>" Isa. vi. By compar*
ing this scripture with the quotations of it in the

New Testament, there is full evidence that this ado-

ration was paid to the Holy Trinity. As to God
the Father, none dispute that ^^^orship was addressed

' fb him^ With respect to Chria^ we are in^b^
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assured, that Isaiah s^ke these things, when he saw

bis glory. And St* Paul expressly asserts, that the

yoice of the Lord, whieh at this very time spake ta

Isaiah, was the Holy Spirit himself. " Well spake

the Holy Gho.st by Esaias tlic prophet unto our fath-

ers. Go unto this people and say, Hearing ye shall

hear, and shall not understand," Acts ii* 8.

Again, the Spirit is exalted above the rank of

creatures, therefore he must be God : for there is no

middle state between. That he is exalted above the

rank of creatures is evident, because he is never re-

presented as a ivorshipper of God. But the relation

of all creatures to him, and their dependence upon

him, are necessary ol>li9fcUioiis to pay him worship.

And the more cxcelltat the endowments of a crea-

ture are, the stronger will be his obligation to glo«

rify his Maker. Accordingly, the scripture frequent-

ly represents the whole company of heaven offering

up to God their most ardent praises. But how comes

itt if the Spirit be also a creature, tliat he is never

mentioned as a worshipper ? Is it not strange indeed

that he should be forgotten, who, if a creature,

should, as the principal person, have led this concert

of praise ? Was it not highly needful to have made
mention of him, in order to prevent our mistaking

in a matter of such moment? The total silence^

therefore, of scripture on this head affords a strong

inference that the prophets, apostles, and Christ,

knew the Holy Ghost was not a creature, but by
nature God.

It was foreseen thatmany prolane disputers would
affirm the Spirit is no more than a quality in God,
viiich cannot subsist, or be distinguished as a person.

To confute this notion, he has a name significant of

his essence and energy ; that his essence spiritual,

and his energy the cause of all holiness in the soulji

of men. Qie spirit within a man, which obscrvefir
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ills own thoughts, is not a quality, but something

really distinct from his thuugiits ; so this Spirit,

which knows the thoughts of God, and even searches

die deep things of God, must be a person distinct

firom the Father, who is thus known by him. Be*
sides, all personal actions arc ascribed to the Spirit t

He shall not speak of himself ; but what he has
heard, that shall be speak/' He convinces the world.

d[ sifi, rightemsfiess, and judgment And whea
Peter was still doubtful of die import of the heav-

enly vision, **The Spirit said unto him, behold three

men seek thee." All these expressions are without

a meaning, if tbey do not clearly mark the person-

rfky of the Holy Ohost
From this summary view it appears, that the Holy

Ghost possesses the essential attributes of God, that

he does works proper to God, and receives tl^

honor due unto God only. To this scripture proof

there is no reply, but such as infidelity is never at a
loss to make a^^ainst the plainest truths. These
fvcripture proofs, which have been oiten urged at

large widi great strength and cleamess, are a suffix

cient warrant for our faich in {his important article

of the Christian creed. As to those who will con-

tradict and blaspheme on account of insuperable

difficulties which occur in this subject, the moment
we -presume to step beyond what is written, it must
be observed that all the peculiar doctrines of revela-

tion, no less than this, become to such, first matter

dispute, and then are rejected, because they seem
jmationat, till at length Grod's blessed system oftruths

which none of the wise men of this world knew, is

reduced to little more than some moral maxims, and
the revelation of a resurrection of the just and unjust.

Whether this be to receive and rationally interpret

^e book of-God with all reverence* or to renounce
-all subjection to its authority, aud bit in judgment
iipgn his dictates^ judge ye !

^
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SUNDAY XXI. ' i-i

CHAP. XXI. '

Oa the Operatious of the Holjr Ghost*

A.FTER ottrjudgment is fully informed and cofi^

vinced of the divinity of the Holy Ghost, we muflt

know for what gi'eat purposes that infinite, almighty,

eternal Spirit, exercises his office in the church of

Christy and what are his influences ; ibr till these

thin|;s are clearly understood, we can never ascribe

to him the glory of hia own work, nor be secuie

from dangerous delusions. But the scripture is

not more full in declaring the divinity of the Holy
Ghost, than in determinii^ the nature and invanabte

e&cts of his operation.

To him, we are taught hv hdy writ, is intrusted

the management of Christ's cause against a rebel

world. By his secret, yet mighty energy, the foun-

dation of the Christian religion is hid in the soul

;

by him it is maintained, and at length produces much
fruit to perfection. The fouudatiun of the Christian

religion, as the words import, is the knowledge of

Christ ; without which, though you may do many
things which are commanded, and be in professioa

a Christian, you still want the foundation of accepta*
blc worship, according to that assertion, " If any man
serve me, him will my Father honor," John xii. i. e.

he will honor no one else.

But if you consider the scriptmre account of the
oondition tiie world was in, when the name ofChrist
was Jirst preached, or the natural blindness of the

human mind to the truths of God in all ages, you
will readily acknowledge, that wherever the gloiy of
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Ife Loitl is perceived, it must be owing to die teach'^

ing of the Holy Gho^ Few posdbly doubt of this,

at the time when Christ was first preached. For then
to conceive justly of him, was directly contrary ta

the whole force of inveterate prejudice, corrupt edu-
cation, and worldW interest Suppose yourself an
inhabitant either of Jerusalem, or Rome, at the time
when the gospel was published in those cities. Pha*
i^^isaism and Sadducism reigned throughout Jerusa-

|^v«s4 '^uliia ; and the impurest i^tolatry, with the
most enormous sensuality of every kind, triumphed
amongst the heathens. In this situation, suppose
jrou had heard an apostle, in the name ofGod, com*
^and you to confess your sinfulness, and, as a wretck
for ever undone (but for this refuee from deserved
wrath) to call upon the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ ; that this apostle, instead of concealing the

, meanness and weakness in which Jesus Christ livedo

^the shame and torture in which he died, told you^
lihat on his cross he made atonement for sin, pur*
chased sinners with the price of his blood, that they
might live in subjection to him as their Sovereign

;

;that he possessed power irresistible, to save^ reward^

eWd eteroally emich his friends, or to confound, can"
^uer, and punish his adversaries : suppose the apos-

tle to conclude this address with a most solemn as-

j^rtion, that if you refused the call now given to

fMu, and died without pardon from Christ, yoU must
JkcI the wrath to come : Instantly upon such an ad^

,
dress, in the circumstances above described, your

. heart tells you, you would reject the messenger and
his call with equal disdain and hatred. For the life

0f Jesus, infamous through innumeraUe slanders of
the vilest sort, and his death ignominious iii your
apprehension to the last degree, must make you
treat the report of salvation by him alojoe, as the

. aooat palpable lie ever forged to decdve*
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Accustomed from a child either to wor«/hip USse
gods, or the true one, without any affiance m a

Mediator, a sacred horror must chili your bloody

tipon hearing yom idols degraded, and the worship

ofthem decrared worthy ofdamnation. Or if a Jew,

you would be ready to rt nd your garments on hear-

ing Jesus, who was a man, declared to be one with

God ; whilst every passion for sinful pleasure, love

of praise* fear of reproach, or desire of happiness in

the world* must inflame your rage ag iiubt a reli-

gion, which was huch an enemy to them all. What,
is the light of reason to pierce through such a cloud

of error and prejudice ? What, the force of moral
suasion, or the resolution of man to make at once a
sacrifice of friends, relationb, reputation, and even

be deemed by those, to whom you was before most
dear, a curse to your country * ? Yet nothing less

was a certain consequence before the eyes of ail, who
dared to join themselves to the Lord Jesus ; that

Jesus, who, from the odium cast upon his name by
the Jews in every pl^ce, is marked as the man
whom the nation abhonreth.''

' To vanquish such deep-rooted prejudice and en-

mity against the Redeemer, the gospel is to be preach-

ed witti the Holv Ghost sent down from heaven.

Thus furnished, the apostles were to be witnesses for

Jesus, and the redemption he finished, both in Jeru*

salcm, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the

utterniobt parts oi the earth. This almighty A<j^t nt,

by his miraculous gifts in rich variety imparted to

them, bore down die prejudices of education, thje

• The unlearned reader is to 1)p infomicd, that the first de-
U riders of our Holy Faith ull Uike notice of the cruel charges
brought against Christians, as the cause of all the public Chlam-
ities amoiig the Pacjiuis, whose gods tl\ey nbhoi red. Tlit- Pa-
guns, ilicrcforc, iiiH iiiH'd with supcrbUiioD/UwUght they piciiJi-

c4 their guds by puttiiig them to deatli.
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fear of reproach aiid death, and all base ^f-love*,

^imt ^i/S^y Agf^^ gracious influence on
file mind (at the time he was appealing by wot^era.

ful signs to their senses), made the glory of the Lord
ajji^ear such tra^iji^^^Kknt excellency, that thou*.)

S0^;f[erQ in every [i^ace added to the cbMrch» whof
1^1^. their Saviour be^rthan their Uyes. -

.1 ,
=

Thus, in a visible and grind display of power, the^

Holy Ghost fulfilled the Redeemer's promise, and
laid the foundation of faith in his name. In this

manner, He testified ofJesus« and glorified him.";.

He reproved the world of sin, in their contemptuous,

rejection of Christ ; of righteousness in his cause and
person. He convinced the world of judgment, ia
C|pening theineyes to see the throne of Satan over-

turned, his oracles silenced, his temples deserted,

abhorred, and miserable captives under his yoke set

at liberty without number ; for \<^hilst the Holy,

Ghost, in the judgment of all who. would consider,:

lyiKT^glilt inightily for the gospel, he enlightened the

lyfiderstuiding by a subsequent internal influence. ,

This is evident from the apostle's prayer for the

iihurchat Ephesus. By the miracles they had seen,,

they were convinced of the divine authority of the.

gosi^el. They adored its much despised and blas-^

phemed Author. Nevertheless, tlie apostle clearly

distinguishes this conviction flowing from external

evidence,, from the. internal gracious influence of the

Hpl^ Ghost. He prays unto God to grant them hi^'

spint, that ** the eyes of their understanding being

enlightened, they might know what was the hope of

his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his in*

heritance in the saints, and the exceeding greatness

ijf his power towards us that believe.'*

, This goes much deeper than the force of miracles

could reach. This implies a transforming know-
leni^ of those subliipe truths, which mirades alqni^
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am never produce, and a happy experioioe of tho.

certainty of the words of truth, from their vital ope«>

ration within.

From this plain and true aGCOunt of the state of
Christ's church at the b^hining, it is dear^ that tha
Holy Ghost must then lay the foundation of feith im*

Christ in each individual, who believed to the saving
l^hissoult

SUNDAY XXII.

CHAP. XXU.

On f/ap coRBtint Agency of t)ie Holy Ghost in aU Aget^

His min^ulous gifts aie dlowed, by dl who
ceive the Bible, to have been displayed in the first

ages of the church. But his divine influences on the

heart now are called in question by many professing;

Christians. They allege that our circumstanoei|

totally di^frpm the state of the primitive believers.

T^ow instead of blasphemous revilings cast on the

name ofJesus, he is constantly adored as God in the

public service of our church. Instead of bitter pre-

judices from education against his death as a sacri*

lice for sin, we are baptized into it, as our redemp-

tion, and generally hear it spoken of with reverence,

instead ot persecution from friends and relations,

enraged for our professing Christianity, we should
jgive offence by not doing so.

From this great change of circumstances, as great

a difierence has followed in the work of the Holy
^host. • •

^e j^e fiot one ininicle immght ki MEKGiri9ia4oi)
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, itf the gospel now : its own establbhment, the most
astonishing of all miracles, appeals to every mam
Tiie extraordinary operations of the Hoi) Ghost
thus ceasing^ many make a very false and dangerous
conclusion, injuriously restraining to the apostolic

Ihnes, the teaching, strength, and consolations com*
municated by the Spirit to all the faithfuL A mistake
destructive of vital religion, and proceeding from
gross ignorance of man's natural blindness and de*

pravity of heart. For if we are to credit the account
given of both in scripture, it is certain no man left

to himself would ever embrace the truth of God,
though the rage of Jews and Gentiles be removed^
and the Bible granted to be a revelation from Heaven.
The natural man, acting only upon principles which
he concludes to be rational, and seeking no illumi-

nation from God, **receiveth not the thnigs of the

spirit of God, ior they are foolishness unto him;
Beither can he know them,, because they are spiritti*

jflly dincemed." Their truth and excellency is only

discoverable by the teaching of the Spirit. From
this declaration it necessarily ibllows, that all profita-

ble knowledge of the truth as it is in Jesus, must
proceed from the Holy Ghost at this day, no less

than when the aposties first planted churches in the

name of Christ. He must take of the things which
are Christ's, and shew them unto men. And what
was his work immeifiateiy after our Lord's ascension,
is still so in every one who believes to the saving

of his soul, the gift of miraculous powers only ex-

cepted. The proof of this assertion, now so much
questioned, nay, cSten vilified as despicable enthu-

siasm, i shall endeavour to evince from the same
instructive declaration in holv writ, which has been
already considered in relation to the apostolic age.

" When the Comforter is come, he will reprove

'file worid of aiD> because; t)ie^ believe not in me/'
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Crimes destructive or injurious to society, arc scan-

dalous, aud resented by all as very evil. But the

grand provoking offence of thinking so well of our-

selves, and so highly of our own virtues, as renders

;Ji honor we give unto Christ in the creed, and wor-

ship of the church, nKrely verbal, this offence you
i^ever see in the catalogue of faults, which uuea-.

lightened men confess dmrgeable upon themselves*'

Impure and wicked as we are, we can dare to ap-

proach the holy jealous CjocI in prayer, without hav-

ing recourse to a Mediator, or feeling, in any degree,

that we need the atonement he has made.
To expose thh^ in all its malignit) , is the work

of the Holy Ghost. He must open your eyes (if

tliey be ever opened) to see your own vileness. He
must convince you what mean and low thoughts you-

entertained of the Redeemer, and your base neglect

of him, though every name, and office, and glory,

that can magnify, exalt, and endear him to mankind,
is constantly given him in the oracles of God. The
Holy Ghost also can alone enable you to say, with'

knowledge and certainty, Jesus Christ is Lord, to"

the glory of God the Father. And, by his influence

only, you can believe in your heart, and boldly

make cmfession with your mouth, that if any man
love not the Lord Jesus Christ, he is anathema mar'
anat/ia, accursed of God ;

and, \\iihout a divine
^

change, sure to be destroyed by the Lord when he

Cometh to judge the world. Thus, clearly lo see

the glory of Christ, and heartily to detest the neglect,

and dishonor shewn to his person and his works, is

a grace bestowed by the Spirit of truth, by whom
men are led into this necessary aud most valuable

knowledge of Christ.

Again, "when the Comforter is come,** saith our

Lord, ''he shall reprove tlie world of righteousness,
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because I go to my Father, and the world seeth me
no more,"
To confess we are recei\Td into the favor of God

by virtue of what another hath done, and that the

efficacy of the lite and death of Christ derives pardon
and everiastinp^ salvation on all his faithful people,

is a rock of offence to our haughty spirit, and a pal-

pable absurdity to men, who trust in themsehes as

righteous* And though we profess (having always

been taught to do so) reverence for the word ofGod;
still, if left to ourselves, we make personal worth

and moral character our foundation of acceptance

with our Judge. Under accusations of conscience

we fly to human frailty, and the strength of tempta*

tion, as our advocates ; or to repentance and amend-
ment, as our propitiation. So obstinately (thronp;h

our corrupt nature) are we prepossessed in iavor

of our virtues, that we can talk, and trust too, as if

we were as good as the law of God requires we
should be, to eater into lite by our own righteous-

ness.

It is the work of the Holy Ghost to reprove the

world for this self^exalting lie ; this hateful over-

rating our tainted and much blemished obedience.

He overturns all vain confidence, by establishing the

mind in tlie fviU knowledge of Christ delivered for

our ofiences, raised again for our justification, ap-

pearing in the presence oi God with his own blood,

i rom whence the. conclusion is irresistible, that even
the holiest members of the Christian church, are ac-

cepted, not for their own, but Christ's sake ; that his

going to the Father as Mediator is all our hope, and
his name, the Lord our righteousiiess, our onfy

ground of confidence that God will be favorable

unto us, and not remember our sins ; that though
rc'pciitancc, h^ve to God, and obedience without re-

serve, must vouch our relation to Christ, yet neidieir
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ungljr or uiuled do tfaejr cover our transgressions,

or obtain for us eternal life ; for this we stand in-

debted to the blood and righteousness of God our

Saviour*

But till the Holy Ghost has convinced us of our

absolute need of imputed divine righteousness, it is

one of the most offensive articles of the Christian's

creed. Piqued at the low account this makes of the

best virtues in the best of men, we shall clamour

against exalting so highly the Saviour's obedience

and death, as a disparagement of personal holiness;

and the gift of justification unto eternal life, through

die redmption that is in Jesus, will be deemed a

eoDtempt of good works.' To remove this natural

blindness and stubborn prejudice, the Spirit of truth

must exert his kindly influence : and then what

Christ has done, suffered, and pleads before the

Father, will be all our salvation, and all our desire.

In one instance more, the text under consideration

declares the perpetual agency of the Holy Ghost.

He shall reprove the world of judgment,'' because

the prince of this world is judged ; i. e. convince

men of the complete victory obtained by Christ over

Satan, in order to make ail belicverii in liis name
more than conquerors too.

Subjection to sin, though the vilest slavery on

earth (so very low has man &llen), is eamesdf
maintained to be unavoidable. Every one (it is said

in all companies) has his foible: which, in polite

language, means some detestable lust, or intolerable

temper, which lords it over him. Unwilling to be

set free, we magnify the force of temptation, and our

own infirmities, keeping out of sight the mighty Re*

decmer, and tlieu say, Who can stand before all

theseV
The Holy Ghost, that grand agent for the glory

,of Clirist, convinces us (if wc are ever coaviacedj|.
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tliat we greatly err in this matter, since the prince

of this world, Satan, y^/^ecf, already dethroned

and vanquished by the Saviour, who is infinitely-

stronger in them who belie \ c, than the combined

force of all outward opposition, or inward corrup-

tions. Thus it is plain to demonstration, if pride,

or passion, ' or discontent, if intemperance or lewd*

ness, covetousness or envy, or any evil temper what-
' ever, hold the mastery over us, it is because sin is

neither exceedingly sinful in our eyes, nor grievous
*

to bear ; therefore we refuse to cry out for deliver*

ance. Like infamous wretches, who prefer rags an3
sores, with idleness and beggary, to honesiL labour,
" we will not be made whole.**

For this purpose, now perpetually^ as in the

aposdes' days, - is the agency of th^oly Ghost ex*
perienced by every one who believeth in Jesus.

And nowi as then, a man cannot enter into the king-

dom of God, except he be bom of water, and of
the Spirit

But the agency of the Holy Ghost, when he tes-

tifies of Christ, and glorifies him, is quite distinct

from the means which convey the testimony. This
important distinction is carefully noted in scripture.

Thus it is written of the apostate Jews, ^^'Hear ye
indeed, but perceive not, make the heart of this peo-
ple fat, and make their ears heavy, and shut their

eyes, lest they see with their eyes, and hear with
their ears, and understand with their hearts, and
convert, and be healed.*' Here, observe well, is

the call of the word, yet a refusal of grace to make
it effectual, on account of their insulTerable provoca-
tions . The alarming expressions, ^

' Make the heart

of this people fat, and make their ears heavy, and
shut their eyes," cannot possibly meaif that God in-

spired Israel with contempt for his holy word, or

disaflcction to it; but they mean^ that disdainful

X
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contempt of his word, and obstinate disafiS^tion lou

wards it, do certainly follow, where the Spirit of

prpace is wiiliheid. In confirmation of this truth, it

u written, that the Lord (^ned the heart of Lydia to

- attend to the things apoken by Su Paul. In tbit

instance, you plainly see the man of God preaching

Christ, and all that is netdful for the conversion of
j

the soul, on the one hand : on the other, the God
{

oT all grace exercising his powerful influence, by
\

which the apostle's preaching obtained buccess. In-

di ed we are taught always to distinguish be tut en

tl>e means and instruments made use of to convey
grace to the soul, and the Holy Ghcist finom whom i

that grace proceeds. This animated interrogation

on the subject is put by the great apostle, who •

tiu^nis Paul, and who is ApoUos? but ministers by

whom ye believed, a^ the Lord gave to every man«

I have planted, ApoUos watered, but God gave the

increase," I Cor. iii. Here, in the stroiigLst light,

the means of grace, and the eternal Spirit fn m which

they receive their whole eflicacy, are represented as

entirely distinct from each other. By undeniable

consequence the foundation of Christian faith is laid

bv the Holv Ghost in the heart of each believer, and

his agency is as real and successful at this hour, as

when miracles were wrought by bkm through the

hands of the apostles.

From what has been offered, you may understand

the nature of the abiding operation of tiie Holy

Ghosty and know whether it has taken place in your

soul or not, by your knowledge or ignorance of

Christ crucified.

Besides this, the scripture teaches us to regard the

Holy Ghost as the author of every divine temper, by

which his indwelling presence is manifested beyond
a doubt. If you love God for standing his Son into

the world, and feel co4Uciwu;»nu>s of his love to your

4

ft
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soul, this is no more required by your own reflec-
tions or conclusions, than the foodful grain which
enriches our fields is self-produced. **It is she d
^roadin your heart, by the Holy Ghost given unto
you.'^ If this love crtares joy, from the considerd-
tion of the great ^ond you possess, and as an ear-
nest of infinitely be ter, this sensation, in honor of
its author, is called joy in the Holy Ghost. If,
whilst God and eternal judgment are in ail your
thoughts, you now possess peace through Jesus
Christ, by whom you have received the atonement,
when before, mention of such awful subjects excit-
ed dread or dbgust, this marvellous change clain)s a
divme parent, and is called the fruit of the Spirit.
If, possesbinr^ the heavenly treasure of love, peace
and joy, you are patient in troubles, and under re^
peiUed injuries gentle, merciful, and meek, this

.
union of amiable tempers is from abov e, the super-
scription of one scanctified by the Holy Ghost. Fur.
ther, in order to withstand temptation, mortify our
evil tempers, and perform obedience, we are taught
in seripture to implore the spirit oi God, who helpsMr mfirmities in prayer: and all true Christians
have access to the Father, through the mediator, by
one Spirit, Ephes. ii. i8. And when thevareex"!

,

horted to be fuU of the high praises of God, theym exhorted at the same time to be lull of the Hoiv
Ghost

;
which is expressed not onlv as a promised

privilege, but a necessary duty. Ffom whence it is,
evKknt, that, without him, all our services will be amwmed sacrifice, and want the very soul which can
emiven them.

In a word, to express tlie never-ceasing agcncv of
theHoly Ghost on the hearts of the faithful, and
ttieir perpetual need of it, their life ib called walk^
mgf komg m the Spirit.
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SUNDAY XXIII.

CHAP. XXIIL

<|n the Properties of the Sjurit'ft Influence^ and the dariog

Impiety of denying it.

Having produced, from scripture, proofs suffi-

cient of the operations of the Holy Ghost on the un-

derstanding and will of man, and pcnnted out its dis-

tinct agency, it is proper, to prevent enthusiastic

errors, that some farther observations should be

made on the peculiar properties of tlie Spirit's in-

fluence.

It is discernible only by its fruits. He acts in a

manner quite similar to the established course rf

nature. The prophets, apostles, and Christ theift

head, refer us to the vegetable world for iliustratioa

of his influence. As the juices of the earth do not

immediately shoot out in Iruits or flowers, but are at

first received into the root, from tlience gradually

asceiul the trunk, whence they are diffused through

die branches, by which means they live and flourish

to the conviction of every spectator, whilst the most

penetrating cannot tell hoNv, so is it with the agency

of the Holy Ghost.~-He breathes spiritual life into

man, which appears in the turn of mind, the subjeet

of his thoui^hts and discourse, in his hopes and fears,

joys and sorrows, 1o\t and hatred. Every one per-

ceives tlie change, while the author of it remains in-

visible ; and the method in which it has been accom*
plished incomprehensible. Yet, though the influence

be secret, its effects is noble and powerful. He who

is bom of the Spirit is born to conflict, toil, Jabour,

and victory ; not so much at present to enjoy,^ act

;
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a power, therefore, is given, proportioned to the dif-

ficulties a Christian meets, and the enemies with
whom he fights. Thus» it is declared, " Whatsoever
is born of God overcometh the world the love ik
its pleasures cannot corrupt him, nor the fear of its

frowns deter him from his duty.

. But this mighty influence exactly corresponds

with the written;Word ; and is preserved and increas*

cd by use of the means appointed for\this purpose.

The Holy Ghost makes no new revelation in point

of doctriiie or duty, only gives eihcacy to what is al->

ready revealed respecting both* No other change
he works in the soul than what the oracles of God
describe and promise, and unprejudiced reabon must
pronounce excellent and desinible in the highest

degree. He works, by apt means, the increase of
his own infiuence, which yet remains distinct from
them. As natural life, though perpetually main-

tained by the power of God, i^ not miraculously up*

hdd^ but in the use of food, exercise, re^t, air, and
sleep, so the immortal soul, when bom ofthe Spirit,

desires the sincere milk of the word, to grow there-

hf.i watches and prays, and, by light from heaven,

avoids all things hurtful, and values and prizes

whatever can be profitable to it.

This uiflucncc varies In its degree. Thoj^e who
partake of it not only difler from others who share

m the same divine privilege, but in the state of

their own mind, at different times, with respect to

the benefit they enjoy. Some have mueh more
light, comfort, and btrength than others : and often

the transition from peace to trouble, from tran-

quility to conflict, is very quick. But this difference

in those who live and walk in the Spirit is owing ge-

nerally to different degrees of watchfulness, dili-

gence, and tidelity in tlie use of talents intrusted to

tiieircare. The Spirit, we are told, is often grieved
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«fid quenched by carelessness, neglect of seesct

prayer, and meditation on God's word, and nnuch '

more by self- pleasing compliance b. and more i>till

by a faU into a presumptuous o&occ. In such

cases, the paiemal jubtice of God requires proper

rebukes should be given ; that his children, feeling

their own miserable deadnesb of soul, and being tuU

of uncomfortable reflections, if not of dUmal fore*

txxling|s, may be more vigilant, in future^ to avcnd

every instance of undnotul carriage, and learo to

prize the light of God's countenance above every

temporal blessing. Whilst to encourage and reivard

the humble, zeabas obedience of those who labour^

with all activity, to spread knowledge, and save

souls, to comfort the distressed, befriend the poor,

the fatherless, and widow, God, Father, Son, and
Spirit, will love them with peculiar delight, and
come unto them, and make their ^bode with then^i

Declarations to this purpose are frequent in scrip*

turc, and plainly marked in the lives of the prophets

and eminent servants of God, These deciarations

^suffidently vindicate the doctrine ofdivuie agency on
the mind, as if it represented or made men ma«
chines ; \\ hereas it is impossible for us to do any

act with liberty, if we, when our understanding ap*

proves, and our heart chooses the service of God as

good, are not free indeed.

After the proofs above advanced of the divinity

and work of the Uolv Ghost, the inference unavoid*

abl^ follows, how impious is the way of the world,

which blasphemes the agency of tl^ Hdy Gho|%
as the whim of a distempered brain, or the notion

of enthusiastic knaves, who make fools <^ th^

people.

To cover the daring impiety of these reproaches,

it is common to urge the shameless practices of reli-

gious men in past and present times. A plea whicbf
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wetk fts the ofience it would excuse, is provoking
in the si^^ht of heaven- For what caw be more weak
thuii to ridicule and explode a thin^^, merely be-

cause it has been and is abused to purposes totalljr

opposite to its itat tendency ? Had ttus argument
force, we must renounce the use of reason, no les3

~ than reject the doctrine of divine influences: for

what can be conceived more injurious to the honor

of God, or good of man, than principles which the

loudest advocates for the sufficiency of reason's

light have published? And if the fancies of wild

and wicked enthusiasts, who claim the Spirit's in.

fluence^ to sanctify nonsense, spiritual prid^, or, what
is worse, to cover villainy and lewdness, be a good
reason for denying the influeiice of the Holy Ghost
on the hearts of the faithful ; we must also allow that

Che execrable blasphemies against fiuth and hpliiiess,

vented by many who extol the powers of reason, is as

good an argument for buppressiag the exercise of the

rational fliculty, at least for representing it as ex-

tremely hurtful, and always to be suspected. For if

doty be violated, what does it signify whether the

violation proceeds from imaginary inspiration, or self-

sufficiency in a worm, who makes his God out of
his own brain, and gives him properdes pleasing to
his own wicked heart ? Does not every intelligent

person distinguish between the use and abuse of rea-

son ? And is it not infatuation to do otherwise ?

Reason, therefore, and candour, and, what is more,
th€ authority of God, requires you to try, by the

touchstone of his Word, whatever claims to be the

fruit of the Spirit, lest you condemn what is really

y/iac and excellent, when its base counterfeit only

deserves to be condemned. If you refuse to ex*
^mine by this test, it is plain, enmity against the
Spirit's influence reigns in your heart ; therefore,

igrith impious rashness, you gladly confound things
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most widely diffcicnt, the Spirit of truth with the

spirit of delusion.

The other plea urged, with airs of great coiA-

dence, against the influence of the Holy Ghost on

the heart, is as shamefully inconclusive ; ignorance

of sucli influence on their o^vn minds, we know,

say all profane, careless, and proud men, nothing

of this kind. Argue, therefore, as long as you please

about it, we are determined to believe it is only the

mere work of imagination. In every other case,

you would despise this inference as a palpable ab-

surdity. Was any one to affirm, we never ought to

believe another person can possess any excelleiKy to

which we are strangers, would not you think their
;

stupidity too great to deserve an answer ? We do

not esteem brutes capable ofjudging about the per-

fections of man ; nor some men at all more capable

of judging what excellencies others have attained.

Men eminent in the sciences feel a pleasure, to which

all besides are strangers. Should a number of

clowns grin and scoff at the mention of such plea-

sures, confident they have no reality, would not

{h( ir folly be too gross to need a reply ? But the

diflcrence between spiritual men, and ail who know
no more than their own understanding can teach

them, is greater than that between clowns and
philosophers. This is certain from scripture, be-

cause there the difl'erence between men born of the

Spirit, and those bom of the flesh only, is called a
passage from darkness to marvellous light, from
death to life, to exercise the mind with hii^li esteem,
frequency, and deHii;ht, on subjects before neglect-

ed, despised, abhorred. Besides, when it is said,

we will admit no operation of the Holy Ghost in die
soul, because we know not there is any, this is to
make their own knowledge the me:isurc of truth; a
folly of the largest size. They iiave a right to say,
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f«We indeed know nolhing of divine inioeMe on
our own hearts we never receive any illuminatioA

of our minds, or change ia our will, no desire of
communion with God, or joy or consolation ia

Christ. All unreasonable and wicked men, who
have not faith, may with great truth sp^ thus of
tliemselvcs ; and in this maimer the scripture con-

stantly speaks of their condition. But to go fardier,

and be confident it is the same with all men as with
themselves, this is to deny the essential difference

which marks those who love and are in Christ

Jesus, and separates them from the children of this

world. It is impudently to deny there is any work
the Holy Ghost, though the scripture gives a

clear, full, distinct account of this work, and of die

life it produces and maintains in the soul. It is to

Ue against the Uoiy Ghost ; because, if there be no
operation from him, then the scripture, which so
constantly speaks of his influences, commanding men
to seek after them, is a fabie, though it be said to be
written by inspiration of the Holy Ghost, Finally,

such an absurd assertionbetmys the miserable condi^

tion of your soul who make it, since you could not

prate with malicious words ag!;ainst this divine Ag^ent,

unless you was yourself earthly, sensual, having not

the Sphit.

PRAY£R,

For the infiuence of the Holy Ohost«

ALMIGHTY, eternal Spirit, glory be to thee,

l>y whose inspiration all scripture was given. Glory
be to thee, for all the signs and wonders, wrough):

bythee, through the aposdes, to bring the Heathen
fi> be the liei itiige of the Lord, and the utmost parts

Y
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of the earth to be his possession. Thou artth^

Comforter who dost testify of Christ, stnd open the

tyes of men to behold the exoellency of those thingSt

which naturally we receive not, neither can we know
them. By thy sacred influence on our minds, may

we be abl^ to say with affidace, Jesus Christ is Lord*

Glorify him ; give us to understand and firmly be*

lieve that Jesus, by his death, resurrection, and as*

ceiislon into heaven, Ixath vanquished Satan, and de-

livered man.
We desire to live in the Spirit, and walk in the

Spirit, to cherish all thy suggestions, and yield our*

selves up to be guided by thy counsel.

And knowing how apt pride is to betray us into

ftlthy dreams, and bring reproach upon our Chris-

tian profession, we beg we may bear witness -t0

the reality of thy influence in our souls, by bringing

forth all the fruit of the Spirit in love, peace, joy,

j;entleness, meeknebs, goodness, fiiith, temperance.

Lead into the way of truth, O Almighty Spirit,

all who are deceived by Satan's subtlety ; who boast

themselves to be full of the Spirit, though they be

heady, higb-minde^, speaking and walking contrary

to thy law and tesdmon^. Give them to know and

fersake th^ir own delusions : save them, and endure

them with a sound nuiid, btfi)re they are called t0

answer for the offence they give to the weak, and

occasion of triumph to the adversaries of the Lord.

O that thou wouldst pity those who mock, like

the profane on the day of Pentecost, at the things

spoken of thy influence on the members of Christ's

church. Bring them, who in ignorance contradict

md blaspheme^ to &ith and repentance, that they

may themselves experience those rich blessings tbef

now deride.

O Lord and giver of all spiritual life, hear the

jpniyer» of the holy church universal: pourdowi^
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|hjr influence from on high upon all flesh ; convert

all Jews, Turks, infidds, and heretics. And grant

that all who hear those oracles written by thy inspU

ration, may understand, to their salvation, the n^ys*

tery of God ihe Spirit, the Father, and of Christ

;

to whom be everlasting prsuse^ mig)it, maje&ty» 9fA
dominion* Amen.

SUNDAY XXIV.

CHAP, XXIV.

«

On true and Else Eepentance*

4 *

The word of our Saviour is express, in coneui^

reucc with all the prophets, that without repentan«

we must perish. 'I'his is a truth too plaia to be call*

«d in question. Yet the love of sin rendering us

averse to repent, we naturally substitute something

for repentance consistent with self^ndulgence, and
' foolishly trust in this base counterfeit.

To put, therefore, true and false repentance in

, <^posit3on to each other, will be a subject of much
instruction, and great use, through the divine

^blessing.

Observe, then, false repentance takes its rise only

from fear. When conscience sharply accuses and

thf^ateos impending destruction; when the law

draws up the indictment, Aus and thus hast thou -

done, and the wages of thy sin is death ; much dis-

tress of mind must be felt, and self-love will prompt

to tears and lamentations, to resolutions and prom*

of amendment, an4 a renunciation of th^ b$love4
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lost, whieh i& now the cause of so much pain and *

HO sooner is the storm orer, which Star

of death and judgment raised, than the felse pemtent
gruwb easy ; iibtcns again to his vile seducer, and
works iniquity with all ^eediness^ till some fresh

riarm revives hb ficars, wUch again produce llie aam^
efl&fcts* Thus too numy repent af£d live in rin» till*

tlicir hypocrisy receives its just reward.

Or perhaps deeper impressions, made by distress

of conscience, produce a refc»*matkm of manners^
and an abiding dread of some presumptuous ofence>
which lias made the false ])enitent smart so severely.

Yet, in this case, the sinner's passions are only chain-

ed up, and he deterred, by an cisternal cause, fromi

living after the desires of his heart It is true ter-

rors often prepare the way for true repentance ; but^
remaining alone, cficct no conversion.

Yet it is much better to tremble under apprelieil-

^ns of wrath to come, than have no forebodings,

and a conscience past feeling. And £eur the greater -

part uf true penitents, who have been most exem-
plary, and whose conversion encourages the vilest to .

turn to God, have first cried for mercy, like the jailor

at Philippi, almost at their wits end, for fear of be^

ing lost for ever. Instead, therefore, of construing

>vhnt has been said to expose false repentance, as if

you had not taken one step right, because you have

turned to God out of fear, let it only excite yoQ to

pray, that terrors, and checks, and reformation from
mere sell- love, which are no certain proofs of true

repentance, may be periected in what undoubtedly

are. These certain proofs are, sorrow for sin, and

avestion to it, from an abiding conviction of the dise*

honor and injury it offers to God ; from a conscious-

riess tiiat your deportment, and the ruling tempers

oi your heart, before you turned to God, have been

very bas^ and detestable* The language of a true
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' pttiiffim.il tlw. I ackmy«i4edge my tnmi^mrioii^
and my sin is ever before me. Against thee, thee

only have I sinned : mine iniquities are gone over

my head as an tuavy burden; they are too heavjr

for me. Deliver me from aU my tmnagressionsi let

not my sias have dominion- over me." Here is

hatred of all sin, and grief of heart lor havhig done
iniquity : here is a desire, th^t no lust should be
spared, though dear as a rig^t eye. How glaring %
difference between the restraints of fefn*, and casting

awav sin because conipciied for a staboii b\ ihe

lashes of a guilty conscience, and loatliing our^ivcs
for what we have done, and the very temptations

and mouves with which we w vilely and readily

compht d ; between a mere regard to our own safrty,

and ardent fixed desires to conquer corruption ill

^ery shape, and live for God alone

!

False repentance dishonors God, by ^atmsting
liis mercy. It is full of unbelief though a biehhcd

door of hope is opened for sinners largest size and
deepeal dye ; though pardon and everlasting salv^^

tionareeffered without money, or price, to ruined

sinners, through the blood of Christ, which cleanseth

from all sin. Even in this glorious refuge, the false

pemtent sees no safety. The law of God chaliences

his obedience, »id 4ndemt» his transgressions:

conscience concurs with the precept and sentence of

the law ; in order, therefore, to pacify conscience,

satisfy tiie law, and lay a good foundation, as he
tiitnks, of hope, the false penitent is made up of re«

solutions, promises, attempts to obey better, pen^

ances, and a variety of self-righteous schemes.

But his sad defects in all these things still leave him
in fears, which again excite to new endeavours*

Thus a felse penitent, notwithstanding the greatness!

of his sorrow, and the pain of his convictions, still

j$^cks righteousness by his works, afraid to trust in
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tte mercy of God, manifested in the death of hSt^

only Son. Indeed, a false penitent may have so

much regard to Christ, as to use his name in prayer

for pardon, though he dare not trust in bU sacriiice

for it: still he has a secret hope that his sorrow, if it

were more sincere, his reformatioii, if more exem*
plary, and his performance of duties, if more exact,

would recommend him to the favour of God, more
than Christ's merits can, and prove a better security

against punishment. He cannot look for the mercy
of God unto eternal life, throup^h our Lord Jtsus

Christ ; he must feel some worthiness of it in him«^

self.

The nature of true repentance is in every respect

different. The true penitent approaches his much
injured Maker feeling his desert of eternal rejection,

but he comes before a mercy-seat. He confesses^

were God to mark iniquity, he could not stand be*

fore him, yet remembers there is forgiveness with

him, that he may be feared, and plenteous redcmp*
tion. He looks to the blood of Christ alone to

cleanse his soul, and take away the curse due to his

great offences. ** Wash me thoroughly from my
wickedness, and cleanse me from my sin ; purge me
with hyssop, and I shall be clean, wash me and I

shall be whiter than snow." This hope of mercy

imbitters to him all his sins, makes him loathe them,

and cry for deliverance.

Is God ready to forgive, saith the true penitent,

and have I sinned against such astonishing goodness ?

Is sin so hateful to him, that, to make atonemeoti

it must be punished in his dear Son ? How then

rnu^t 1 appear in hi^ eyes, who am nothing but sin?

Have my offences been accessory in nailing Christ to

his cross, and bringing him under the agonies of a

cursed death, and shall I take pleasure in them/

Hjguiu ? Have I dishonored Qod so much alreadyt
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k)aded his dear Son with so maay indignities, and
brought such a charge of sin upon my.self ? It is

high time to cast away every vile lust» as an enemj:

to God.
How plain is the opposition here between flying

from God in fear, like Adam after his fall, and an
humble selfcondemning approach to him, like the

prodii^l son to his Father ; between proud, though

earnest attempts to obtain favor w ith God by new-
ness of life, and dependence for pardon on the blood

of Christ alone ; between distress from regard to

personal safety, and grief and shame for sin, as the

greatest e\ il in the world, and the basest return td

God and Christ.

False repentance can consist with aversion to God
' and his law ; in true, the love of both prevails.

Those terrors, vvhich awakened sinners feel, arise

from lively apprehensions of God's justice. They
know they Imve greatly provoked him, and there^

fore want some covert from his wrath; and having

some idea both of his holiness and power he appears

an insupportable enemy. They desire, therefore, to

be at peate with him, knowing the quarrel will

end in their everlasting destruction. Upon this ac-

count they resolve to obey him, as slaves serve dili-

gently a tyrannical master, though their inclination

be direcdy contrary to their work. Thus in the

case of false ]3enitents, were the penalty of the law
removed, they would presently return to their old

course with delight.

The true penitent, on the contrary, sees great ex-
cellency in obedience, and strives, for this reason,

to obey with all exactness. He grieves, not because

the law is so strict, or its penalty so terrible (for he
esteems the law to be holy, and the commandment
holy, and just, and good), but that he is carnal, sold

under sin; that, from a aature opposite in its bent to

•
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God, he caa make no better progress in his waji
and service. He breathes eamesuy after holinesfl^

esteeming it no less a blessing than deliverance from

condemnation : he doei> not desire the law should
\

bend to his corruptions, but that his heart should
|

become fully subject to it. To partake of the re-
|

demption that b in Jesus, to make a progress in con-<

querin^ every vile affection, and to live in commua-
ion with God, is the whole wish of his soul.

False repentance wears off with the alarming con*

tactions from which it ^rung ; but true repentance

is the constant exercise of the soul. Many sad in-

stances we find of persons, who for a time appear

under much trouble and sorrow for their ^ns, yel

they return to them. Others quiet their consciences,

by reflecting upon the distress they once were in for

their sins, and take comfort in their reformation and

formal , course of religious duties. From henqe

Aey become lukewarm and secure. Some of tbk

character will even boast of their experience, and

talk of the joy they have in God, whilst they know
nothing of humiliation, for their remaining manifold

oorruptionSy imperfect duties, and numerous bH^

ings. Hence, their prayers are habitually offered

' up in a slothful spirit, without desiring an answer ;

the great things of God's law are but mean in their

«yes, and all their religion is reduced to a lifeless .

form, to God hatefiil, and to themselves unprO'

fitable.
^ j

On the contrary, true repentance produces lasting

self-abasement for remaimng corruptions, as they
|

are discovered. The true penitent does not forget

his past sins, 'because he has peace with God. Th«

enjoyment of so high a favor makes the remem*

brance of his offences much more grievous. Not

&at he looks back to past years for matter of humil'

iation ; his present stiite of mind calls upon him ^
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teasw hSm ocMnfiessicm and aorrow before God. Such'
- frequent workings of a carnal, worldly, unbelieving

spirit ; so little love to God or man ; such a taint

brought upon the soul, under provocations to envy,

pride, anger, impurity, and dkcontent, though his

fellow-creatures see it not, yet he groans often, be-

ing burdened with an evil nature. Sorrow and

shame therefore lor sin, he continues to feel, tiU

death gives him a discharge from this warfare.

Do I know (says.the true penitent) that God has
pardoned my sins ? What an instance of mercy is

this ! How marvellous the grace which plucked a
brand out olT the fire ! And am I stiU doing so
litde for him who hath done so much for me ? O
vik ingratitude ! O that 1 could obtain more victory

over my corruptions 1 How often have I lamented

my infirmities and defects, yet have cause to do
so stiil! How often designing and pursuing closer

Gonununion with God, but what a poor progress do
I make ! How would the defilement found in my
best duties separate betwixt God and my soul for

ever, had I not the blood of Christ to cleanse me^
and the benefits of hb intercession, as my glorious

Advocate with the Father ! O wretched man that I

am, who shaU deliver me from the body of this

death?

SWDAY XXV.

CHAP. XXV.

The same. Subject conliiiuesl.

False repentance produces only a partial amend-
mcui; true^ and equal opposition to every kmd

z
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own conduct, as around him do, and to suppose

he has done oodupg which calls for godly sorronv; *

or ought to trouble his conscience : he is confident

you greatly injure him by insisting that he can never

be saved, without such a sense of sin, loathing of

UmseU; £uth in Christ, and zeal to honor God, a#

€0nstitute true repentance*

In the same mistake a young lady, trained up to

afiabiiity and politeness, to love peace and harmony,

can be guilty of no offence in the eyes of the wprld,

unthotit doing violence to all the restraints of modr
e^sty, decency, and character ; of consequence, self-

pleasing thoughts of her own virtues will fill her

mind : she will hardly believe a young lady of her

good character has any occasion to confess her sin-

fulness bdfore Giod with shame and sorrow, or that

she needs repentance. Many, and of great name
too, I allow, are advocates in favor of such amiable

persons, who conclude (human frailty considered)

none can be in a better state. But the scripture is

the decisive standard of right and wrong, and must
at last prevail. Now, the scripture has condemned
all. No sobriety of manners, therefore, no dutiful

or kind carriage towards parents and relatioos, can

exempt you from this condemnation.: nor can your
state be safe, till you have repented. A charge of

great sinfulness stands in fuU force against you, as

shall now be proved.

Be it granted that you have been always decent

and of good report ; that no relation or friend, touch-

ing your behaviour to them, can see any thing which

wants amendments To a better chaiacter no one,

CMd of true repentance, can lay claim. . Yet, grantr

inf^ all this, an entire change of heart is as necessary

before you can please God, or he meet for heaven, as

in them whose company you fiee for the baseness of

^irc^uct.
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Consider, much admired youth, how has^ yam
heart stood aflfected towards your Creator, Preacrver^

and Jud^e ? You haw recdved from his bouci^r

«verv endowment which makes you please. He is

infiiiitely exoelknt. Have you loved him, and from
love eiBpIc^ed your tiane, talents, and influence as

he has commanded you to dof Do you reverence

hib word, meditate with pleasure on its sacred con-

tents, and in the solemn hours of prayer, endeavour

to honor htm by the deep humility of your soul?

In obedienoe to his tender cbunsel, do you avoid

living into fashionable conversation, calculated to

justify and indulge pride, sensuality, ambition, or

avarice f Is your desdre above all things to live in

subjection to God, and continually to depend, as he
commands, for righteousness ai^ strength on the

Ltord Jesus Christ ?

If conscience testifies that you are a stranger to

such intentions and tempers (and it must test^ scv

except you have repented), then your life has been
led entirely under the power of a depraved mind

;

it has been <Hie continued course of sin, aotwith-

standing your many amiable qualities, and all the

esteem they have procured you: for your whole
study and aim has been to please yourself, and gain

reputation. God, liis truth, honor, love, and mer-
cies, have been utterly forgotten. In the midst of
all that decent regard which you paid without £adlune

to every one around you, God alone has been treat-

ed with nej^lect. But if this be true, what account
is to be made of your exemption from the common
vkes of youth, or your great and good character

amongst men ? Is not neglect of God, and injustice

towards him, a charge of itself sufHciently base and
wicked ? Does it not call for deep sorrow, for self*

aUiorrence, for an entire change of mind ? .Or can
any one absurdly suppose dl offences iqune^iatel^
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against God are cancelled by amiable deportment to

parents, and relations, and friends ? Where no de-

sire to please God forms and governs tl^ temper,

life di«rence must be nothing, whether self-love

chooses a way of gratification more reputable, or one
which men agree to reproach. In both cases, the

service of Grod is equally despised, and himself treat*

ed as a cypher. Without true repentance, therefore,

you remain involved in all the guilt and mibcry of

a creature ikiien from God, setting up your wiU
above his law, and yourself above him ; aiid| dying
in such a spirit, you must be lost

, Equally v iin (though very common) is it formca
to trust in honesty or generosity to relations, depend-

ents and neighbours, as setting a side, in their case^

the need of true repentance. What can be more
weak? Is no sin but dishonesty forbidden, or hate-

fui to God ? Is there the least hint in his revelation,

that one or two good qualities will atone for what is

wicked and detestable f You may abhor every spe«>

cies of dishonesty, and delight to do acts of kind-

ness, yet be proud and self-sufficient as Lucifer,

lustful as a satyr, utterly profane as an infidel ; a
fltrahger to every temper a creature and a sinner

ought to feel, as much as if you were the vilest cheat

on earth. I grant, selfish men extol honesty and
benevolence with the loudest applause ; yet must the

mind be humble, before the honest, generous man
can 'please his Maker. Though I give all my
goods to the poor, and have not love'' (the love of

God and man, which, before true repentance, can
have no place in the heart), it profiteth me noth*

ing."
When the observance of social duties, therefore,

is used as a plea to dispense with godly sorrow for

sin, and dependence upon Christ for salvation, the

Heaven*darmg imagination proves the heart, which
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liaibours it, totally depraved, aiid requires as great

an exercise of mercy to forgive so wicked a thought^

as to pardon those who defraud and injure men.
You have now been instructed in the nature of

true repentance; that it is an entire change of judg-

ment, tempers, and practice: and that every creature,

fallen from God and righteousness, must experience

this divine change, or perish.

I would hope, therefore, your conscience is now
in some degree awakened, and that you desire to

know wliat metiiod you must take, in order that

your repentance may be unto salvation. If this be

your desire, instead of multiplying directions^ it will
* suffice to point out the few which follow.

Read much the scripture, with prayer to under-

stand it, as the method which God has prescribed

for your recovery, and dwell on those particular

parts which describe the nature of true repentance.

The fifty-first psalm delineates, to perfection, all the

properties of a contrite spirit returning to God. The
fifteenth of St. Luke presents us with an aflfecting

picture of an acceptable penitent ; and in the film

and sixth chapters of the Ephesians, the entire change ,

of heart and life essential to all Christians, is at large
|

laid before you. These, and several similar parts of

scripture, you must read with care, and take pains

to understand. In this employment, you are seek-

ing after knowledge, and are in the way to have diosc

very dispositions towards God spring up in your i

soul, which, you read, constitute true repentance.

2. Consider, with much attention, the corruption

of vour nature. Only commune with vour own

.
heart, and you will immediately find your inclina- ^

tions strongly bent to many things you ought to

hate, and that you have a great aversion to things

excellent; } ou will observe an excessive degree of

seliisliacss cleaves to you, and a lameutabie wd^^'
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met to the peace, comfort, and wel&re of others*

Upon examination, you will find many base tempers
have a root in your heart, and work on ail tempta-

tions suited to excite them to } our great deiikment.

The fruit also of this natural depravity
^ you must

observe, has appeared in your numerous ofences*

Recollect the several relations and places you from
your childhood have lived in, and what your faults

were in each. Above all, dwell on what is called in

scripture, your own iniquity, which has enslaved and
defiled you above every odier corruption : it may
be paiibion, pride, envy, lewdness, lying love of

money, or praise from men. Call to remembrance
ttie many instances in which your sin has broken out^

so as to leave great guilt upon your mind, and sharp

upbraldings, yet has prevailed after all. Think how
you have pleaded for rebellion against God in vour
own case, stifled convictions, and even presumptu-
ously, and with deliberation, done evil. Think with
what neglect and contempt you have treated the

gospel, though the wisdom of God, the great result

of bis infinite understanding and richest mercy. You
would not so much as inquire about it, or take the

least pains to inform yourself why Christ came into

the world, and what benefits are to be received from
him. Conclude with reckoning up the several ag-

gravations of your sins ; that they tetve been com-
mitted after counsels and reproofe, warnings, judg-
ments, deliverances, and tender mercies. No one
has been a transgressor in so little a degree, but upon
a £ur and honest detail of his offences^ so far as coo-
science has registered them (though there be yet

only a small knowledge of dnty) but he will find

himself an oHender far beyond what he has coUf

ceiyed.

This examination must be crowned with prayer,

for repentance in the gift of God. We aic pleased

Aa
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lo thinkf it is an easy work to repent, and conclude

flickocsa, or advance in age, or £sar at deaths will

ef themselvea lead iis to repeiitBnce. Proud mistake,

niauiiest by daily experience! and a contradiction to

the llol)' Ghost, who calls repentance the grant of

Oodt To fix on the heart a conviction of sinfiibieaSy

and 8elf4oalhing for it; to obtain confidence in

Christ, and zeal for his honor, evidencing themselves

in newness of (life, must be the effect of Almija^hty

grace, because sdf-iovt* viokntiy resents every charge
of a heinous natoie, and every natural passion rises

up in indignation against confessing ourselves to be
viicand hell -deserving; whilst it is impossible, with-

out divine light, to see any thmg lovely in a God
wbo so severely condemns those very lusts which
have long been indulged as sources of our pleasure^

Wherefore, from that fountain only whence proceeds

every good and perfect gift, you must receive repen«

tance unto life. As a reasonable, immortal creature,

you are commandedto repent; and asa helpless sinner,

insufficient to every good work, you arc also taught

to pray for his Spirit, that you may be obedient to

his command. It is your own part to confess y4>ttr

own inability to glorify God by true repentance, and
implore him, in whose hands are the hearts of all

men, to help you effectually against yourself, the

•world, and Satan. The following prayer, so very
humbling, availeth much : Turn thou us^ O good
Lord, and so shall we be turned. Save us, aud we
shall be ^aved, for thou art our prai^.'*

PRAYER,
Suited to the preceduig^ Subject.

GLORY be to Thee, O God, who hast exalted
thy Christ to be a Prince and Saviour, to give rc-
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pentance and remission of sins. Thou hast com-
Biaiukd all men every where to repent, and utikas

we repent, we must periab. Let na deiuskms de^i

eeive- us^ and puff us up with pfide^ no restraints of
education or reputation anioni^st men, or praise from
them^ make us fancy we are innocent, and need no
vepentaBce. From such blindness and hardness «f

h( art, good Lord, dcHver us. Convince us it is a

great provocation in thy sight for man to say, 1 am
innocenti neither is tliere iniquity in me, for u hich i

ought to mourn* Teadi us, O God of truth and
merc \ , to knoiv the precious grace of repentance

from aii counterfeits which deceive so many. Let

no other evidence satisfy our souls that we are in the

number of t^iose who have repented unto life, but

the casting away all our transgressions, loathing our-

selves for tlie c\ ii of our doings, and flying for re-

fuge to the hope set before us in the death of thy

Son. Have mercy on all who are wounded in spirit,

and distressed for sin ; give them beauty for ^hes,
and the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness,

that they may flourish as trees of the Lord's plant'^

.

ing^ that he tMy be glorified* Bring those to the

right use of dieir reason, who are putting off their

repentance to a time of sickness, and the approach

of death* Alarm them, and sweep away the refuge

of lies in which they hide themselves* Speak by
thy Spirit, what is said in thy word, unto all such
despisers of their own souls ; in the great water-

floods, they sliali not come nigh thee* If thou say^

in thy heart. My Lord delayeth his coming, 1 will

come in an hour when thou art not aware, and cut

thee asunder, and appoint thee thy portion with hy-

pocrites and unbelievers.

Lord, thou seest the lie so many workers of in*^

iquity hold fast, that no harm shall ever happen unto
them 5 that thou art merciful to save even those who
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die ill their sins. Pull down, even to the ground,
thift strong-hold of thine enemies. May none cry
to themselves peace and safety, till they have repent<-.

ed, and obeyed from ihf groniid of the heart, \Milk-

ing as dear children of God b} faith in Christ Jesus.

These blessings we ask of thee, holy Father, in de*
pendence upon the merits and intercession of Jesus
Christ the righteous, who has commanded repei tincc

and remission of sins to be preached in his naaie t0.

every creature* Amen.

SUNDAY XXVI.

CHAP. XXVI.

*fhe Tem^rs of a Christian towards God| and tfae Priiiciples

which form them.

God, in himself infinitely excellent, and to us
perpetually bountiful,, has a double claim to rule in

our hearts without a rival. Yet we naturatfy neglect

Um, and find all our pleasure in living as^our awn
masters. And it is owing to the doctrines of the

gospel revealed in the heart by the Holy Ghost, that

a Christian entirely renounces all disa&ction to hia

Maker, and glonfies him with body, soul, and
^irit.

l^he grace of God, saith the scripture, " which
bringeih saivaticMi, hath appeared unto all men, teach*

ing &em (by such a display of infinite good-will) to

deny ungodliness;*' no more to insult their adorable

Benetacior by rebellion, or dishonour him by neg«
lect. The doctrines of grace make every duty
pear rational^ and win the heart to the pmctiee
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universal godliiiess. Having, therefore, explained

and established these doctriaes, which constitute the

divine knowledge peculiar to a Chriatian, 1 proceed

to delineate the several txceUent tempers by which
he stands disting'uished from the unbelieving, and
that practice which shews fonh the praises of hia

God and Saviour, who hath called him out ofdark*

Bess into marveilons li^ht.

VVe begin with thobt tempers, which every real

Christian exercises towards God.

The first is fear, one of the chief springs which
govern the human mind. Some suitable object,

there fore, must needs engage our fear^ to kct p us

from the influence of imaginary terrors, or of things

little to be dreaded, whilst we remain duly sensible

to impressions from what.is of greatest moment*
In this excellent manner, fear is regulated in the

Christian's breast. Iiilerior causes and temporal evils,

he knows, are ouiy instruments in the hands of God,
subserving his wiU ; therefore he sanctifies the Lord
God in his heart. He is his fear and his dread,

A God too wise to mistake, too just to do wrong, too

mighty to be resisted, and too good to be known^
widiout adoration of his name, and self-abasement

before him. The fear of a Christian produces no
uneasy feeling respecting God ; it is the tear of a
creature towards a merciful Creator ; oi a sinner re-

deemed by the richest act of love, and a child

towards an affectionate father. In the same proper*

tion, therdbre, as he increases in the knowledge, he
increases in the fear oi God, for they are insepara*

hie irom each other. So insepai able, that the inhab*

kants of Heaven cry out^ Great and msv^ellous
are thy works, Lord God Almighty, just and tnifc

are thy ways, O King of Saints ! Who shall not
fear thee, O Lord, and gloniy chv name ?" It is in

^uieial a nohle» ingenuous iear oi the Lord, and his
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goodness, which rules a Christian. But as he is

encompassed with aliurenicnts to brilx with foea

to intimidate, and sensible objecu whicii make a

ibrcible i0ipre9SM>ii, it is nece89ary» in seaacms of
\iok'iit temptation," to call to remembrsnice the

wrath K \ l aU (1 fVom htavta against all the uagodii*

fiess and unrighteousness of men*
This fear produces^ in evety real Chrisdiu^

readiness to obey God with a cheerful mind, and
without reservT." He bclio ds his Maker's absolute

dominion over him founded in his ver} being. £ve*
ly &culty of his soul, and member of his body, it

given at first, and perpetually preserved by the act

oi' God ;
coustquenily, when he requires to be

employed according to his will, he docs but appoint

the use of what is his own absolute property. £»ver

conscious of this truth, a Christian resolutely regards

the authority of God, in a world whicli despises

it; and unilc rnily persists to obey his commands,
Uiougli naturai corruption, worldly interest, and
the terror of custom, continually oppose. In his

judgment, the command ol God alone constitutes

a practice perfectly reasonable, and absolutely neces-

i>ary* Yet, conscious of his prouenc&s to yield to

sin, and prevaricate in his obedience, he calls upom
liis God. O teach me thy statutes : set my heart

at liberty, that 1 may run the way of thy command-
ments. O save me, for 1 seek thy commandments."
And if, by surprise or violent temptation, be lisU

into sin, shame and pungent grief succeed his trans*

gression ; and, like a luau oppressed with bodily
disease, he groans, being burdened with misery on
account of his vikness, and longs to have his braK^k**

slidings healed.

He cannot but be thus affected, because g'rati-

tilde to God is an essential part of a Christian's tem-
ix;n Ilis food by day, liis sleep by night, his
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ment, licalth, strength, and safety (rich blessings,

though rarely noticed,, and received with thankful-

ness) make suitable impressions on his mind. He
savs to himself, there is an eagerness to embrace
the first opportunity of convincing our altcctionatc

friends we are sensible of their kindnesses : and all

are ready to brand the ingrate, who utterly forgets

his liberal patron. And where obligation is the great-

est, slia|i gratitude be set at nought ? Shall 1 treat

my supreme bene&ctor with contempt f How in«

excusakbly base would this be, were I indebted to

him only for the comforts of this life? Cut my
debt is beyond all that CcUi be reckoned up. He
might justly have cut me off in my sins, or left me
in the delusions of pride, and uitbelief of my heart

:

but he hath forgiven all my offences, covered all

my sin, conquered my haughty spirit, and created

me again after his own image. 1 am able to com*
prehend, with all sauits, the lengrth and breadth, the

height and depth of the love of Christ ; and 1 know
what reproach and misery the Lord of life and
glory bore to save my soul. On one hand, I see

the&t^mlese abyss of woe, from which he preserv*

ed me ; on the other, the exceeding ct:riiul \vei!i;ht

of glory ready to be revealed in me. Whilst 1 med-
itate upon these things, assured of their certainty, I

aay, even the stones of the street might well cry out
a^^ainst me, if I was not fired with gratitude to make
some becoming return ; 1 am glad to coniess no
slave so absolutely the property of his master by
purchase, as I am Christ's ; nor any pensioner on
royal bounty so obliged to honor the king for a rich

undeserved provision, as 1 am to love and please my
God, bbth with soul and body, which are his.

Such, it is evident from the apostle's declaration,

are the feelings of a Christian ; for when he is shew-
ing what influenced him, and all th^ faithful, ta
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serve the Lord with such eminent zeal, to the hazard

of their lives, he says, ** The love of Christ coa-

stiaineth us like a mighty swelling tide, it bears

U8 above all opposition, carrying forth our souls in

Uvel) acts of gratitude towards God.
With gratitude, affiance is strictly connected,

for when we know our beoe£iCtor hath bestowed
upon U8 many rich fiivours, wc are then able to
trust in his goodness. It is thus the sin of unbelief,

so sharplv upbraided in scripture, so dishonourable

to God, so sadly perplexing and hurtful to the i)Oul,

is conquered in the heart, of a Christian. And
though, in seasons ofextreme trouble and temptation^
he may be sometimes afraid, he can say with truth,

yet will 1 put my trust in God. A Christian can

do this, becauscmany exceeding great and precious

promises are given to him for this very purpose,

that his faith and hope may be in God. He cannot

open the scripture without meetin^g^ with animating

descriptions of the Lord God Omnipotent, as full of

compassion, abundant in mercy, forgiving iniquity,

transgression, and sin.

Besides, he knows the love wherewith God hath

loved him* He hath promised (saith a Christian)

to bring every one to glory, who believes in the

name of lus only begotten Son, and confirmed the

inestimable promise by covenant and oath. It would
be the height of presumption in me to expect what
God has no where engaged himself to bestow ; but
after he hath ^ven such exceeding great and pre*

cious promises and is able to do exceedingly above
all that I can ask or think, it would be casting

reproach upon his faithfulness and bounty, to har-

bour fears and suspicions of his good-will towards
me.
But though a Christian first trusts in the Lord,

and suys himself upon his God from £uth in the
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]pfromises, yet, after growth in grace, his experience
strongly confirms his trust ; because ail tlmt help,

proUxtioa, and comfort, which the promises encou-
raged him to expect, he has now, in many instances,

seen accomplished. A vast variety of temptations,

Angers, and enemies, try the word of the Lord to

the uttermost, whether there be any deceit in it,

'

But the experiment, though ever so often repeated,

only enhances its value. The mortification of my
irile afftctions (says the Christian), my deliverance

from deceit and violence, both used to destroy my
soul ; my pleasures and consolations in the service

of Christ exactly correspond with the account givea
ofthese things in the word of God. From this com*,
plete evidence, therefore, he sees it is good for him '

to put his trust in the Lord God. And though the
workings of unbelief are very far from being utterly

extinct, they are always lamented^ resisted, and at
length put to flight. He rises superior to every
trial, when he is enabled, through much prayer, and
confession of his own evil heart of unbelief to re-

ceive that comprehensive word of promise; ** All
things shall work together for good to them that love
God." Afflictions, he says, though sharp and long
continued; injuries most maliciously designed or
whatever way sufierings come upon me, they are not
the scourge of an enemy, or the wound of a cruel
one, nor do they come by chance ; they are sent to do
me good. This is all the fruit, to take away sin ;

he afflicts for my profit, to make me partaker of bis
holiness. Therefore will I patiently wait, and
quitely hope, for the expected end.
Thus the Christian, by passive obedience to the

will of God, honours him in the , midst of all his
troubles ; he honours him no less " by doing all

things ta the glory of God." Glory is the shining
Ibrth of some excellency. We give it to men,
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When« wkh high esteem and cordial regard, we speak

of their worth, and the good which Ac world faafh

received from them. The Christian has a single

intention, in this manner, to glorify God. He
would convince all, by his whole life and ccmversa-

tion, that he engages in his service on account of

his goodness, wisdom, holiness, and sovereign do*

minion, which ail appear to him in the most amiable

Kght. False motives, which form many shimng

characters, have no influence in his heart Fear of

shame, or loss, do not restrain him from evil ; not

love of praise, or self-applause, c xcite him to dd
well ; but sense of doty, and regard to his Maker'd

honour. He ofiers up all his social virtues, as ht
does his devotion, with a pure desire that God tMtf

be better served by himself, and all around him.

The usefulness of actions to society, is all the w<^id

regards. To them the end and design for wMch
they are dbne, is nothinjg. A Christian, 4m the cM^
trary, kiiows the temper of the mind stamps th*

value of the action, and above every thing the res*

peet at has to God. Wben he discharges, therefiM^

the duty of his particular station (be it diat tf A
master, husband, or father, a s n, a servant, or

tradesman, a magistrate, or pastor), he would h^vt

all understand, is conscientious in his piactkey

not to be highly esteemed and commanded, but
because he knows all God's precepts concerning att

thiof^s to be right, and is persuaded he hath giveA

us a law, iu all these respects, which ought not to

be brdcen. It is this heaven*bom intendon whicil

consecrates his whole behaviour, and makes it trulf

relii^ious.

inseparable from this constant intention of giving

honpur to God in the ejres of men, ispurity ofkearh
A Christian prevents sin from conceiviiig, by resist*

ing its first appearance in the soul. Though he
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moBttt root out the corruption of nature, nor totally

«up{ini8ft tbe rising of evil thoughts or senmtions^

he is uneasy when he feels them, as kin^s are at the

rising up of rebellion in their realm. He entrmls

his God to send him immediate help, and expel his

enemies. What was at first an involuntary motion

within (sad indication of his fall from original righte-

ousness), he will not suffer to grow exceedhig sinful

by cherishing it ; because this would be a plain

proof of love for sm, though sel&ih motives might
leslriun from the commission of it.

This excellent temper of a Christian must be

more particularly explained. Observe him in the

flower and prime of life ; he not only avoids th$

brothel and harlot, he is offended at foolish jesting,

g.t the impure lusUngs of his heart, and the wanton
pictures a corrupt imagination would be drawing

before his eyes. In husinesSi he does much more
Aan use a just we^fat and measure : he re^ats the

love of money and inordinate gain. In his behav-

iour towards competitors and enemies, he does much
more than abstain from slander aud railing ; he coiw

demns and resists silent ravy, secnet animosity^ and
injurious surmises, as the offspring of 4>a8e selfish«»

ness. He appears guilty of revenge and malice in

liis own eyes, when he detects himself listening

with satirfaction to those who speak evil of his foes,

Uiough the evil be true. To mention no more in-

stances, •the Christian is not only careful to avoid

setting off his owa accomplishments, which good
aense and good manners teach ; J>ut he maintains a
steadfast opposition to self applause and self-admira-

tion, not ceasing till he hath put lo flight these grand

opposers of the glory of God, the giver of every good
and perfect gift. In each of these instances, and
more which might be named,- a Christian honours his

Maker, as searcher of the heart, and Lord of con-
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science ; before whom the fervent desire of his soul

oontiniuiily ascends in this prayer, Search me, Q
God, and know my heart, try me, and know mf
thoue^hts ; see if there be any wicked way in me, and

kad me in the way everlasting."

SUNDAY XXVII.

CHAP. XXVII.

On the Tempers of a Christian towards God*

• *

C ARE to imitate the example which he fcft us/

when he was manifest in the flesh, is a principal part

ot a Christian's temper. He watches, prays, and

kiboors with success, to have implanted in his soul

mercy, forbearance, love of righteousness, and hatred'

of inicjuity. These excellencies in Jesus Christ,

wiiliout measure, he contemplates ; upon this all-

perfect pattern his eyes are fixed, as a limner's on

an invaluable original, which he copies ; and, by per-

severing attention, its transforming efficacy is feltio'

his soul. *

But granting mere character, though bright as an

ange l's, is too refined to produce imitation, a Chris-

^

tian has the express command of his Lord, whom he

lovcb to obey, cnjoinint^ him to tread in his steps.

" Ye call me master and Lord, and yc say well, for

so I am. If 1 then, your Lord and Master, have

washed your feet, ye ought sdso to wash one ano-

ther's feet. For I have given you an example, that

ye should do as 1 have done to you," John xiii.

This injunction has a strong tendency to make>

every temper, contrary to . the mind tlmt wasJn-
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Christ, appear to a believer deformed, and very crim*

kiai. He sees the mean hypocrisy of professing to

be a follower of Christ, without confonnity to hU
image ; a conformity which manifests itself by a
measure of every grace which shone in his life ; and
in hatred, not of one evil temper or anpther, but of
the whole body of sin. Though some may repre-

sent this as carrying the holiness of a Christian to ini

unwarrantable h( ight, we have authority incontesta-

ble to affirm, that every living member of Christ's

church must shine in a real resemblance of his moral
excellency. We all beholding as in a glass (in the

person of the Lord Jesus Christ) the glory of the

Lord, are changed into his image from glory to glo-

ry, even as by the Spirit of our God* And this

imitation of Christ becomes easy, frbm the love

a Christian bears towards him : for we copy with

pleasure the manners of the person we admire ; es«

peciallyif, added to his excellencies, his generosity

to us has been striking and most beneficial. This
is the case between creatures, whose richest favours

are but a small vakie, and amongst whom the

brightest characters are very imperfect. How much
more powerfully must a Christian's heart be affected

in pondering the riches of the Saviour's love, and his

unspeakable kindness ! tie is drawn by a secret at-

traction to imitate his character, who is his peace and
hope, his life, and God, and all.

Such love does more than excite to imitation ; it

creates love to God, and supreme delight in him.
Man, sunk under bodily appetites, understands not
that God can be a richer source of present than

money, grandeur, sensualit} , or even the sciences.

Hence, expressions of supreme love to him, though
unsullied by enthusiasm, fall under censure with the

world. They will have it, tliat such expressions,

though they abound in scripture, are without ti
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meaning. And what we c:ill warmth of afFcctioa

towards God is all ascribed to temperature of body,

Quicker circulation of the biood, or |l)e power of
Imapfination.

A Christian on the coulrary, loves the Invisibly

and eternal God us really as covetous men love their

money, the vnluptuous theic gro»s delights, or pa^

rents their offspring. He loves himt because hi^

iKunc is all excellent, and his goodness eclipses, at

once, all that is praised amongst men. AlmiG!;hty

power manifest in bis works, unemng wisdom, uqii

blemished truth, tender mercy, holiness which caa**

not bear with evil ; in short, every thing fitted to

raise the admiration ol an intelligent being is united

in God, and made palpable by his revelation of him^

self in Christ Jesus. From these views a Christiw
is won to love God, and express his love, by enters

taining high and adoring thought* ofhim i by medi«

tating on him with pleasure.

This love of God for bis own perfectimia, though
not commonly discerned in a Christian at first, yet»

as he grows in knowledge and faith, becomes indis^

putable. It has a strong influence, even whilst lie

doubts whether he shall be saved; because he will sitiU

esteem and speak good of his name : he will constant*

Iv and zealously niahitain his truth, and commend
his precepts, be faithful in his service, and prize

nothing so much as his favour.

Besides the incomparable excellency of God, a
Christian has oilier motives to love him ; for the

more benefit we derive from any person excellent in

himself, the more life we feel in our afi'ectioos to*

wards him. But the chief good to a Christian is his

God ; all beneath him is mean, transitory, dissatis*

fying. Rut his glory shining into the miad, and his

peace enjoyed, make him cry out, " Whom have I
' in heaven but thee ? And there is none upon earth I
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desire besides thee." He cannot be happy whilst a
cloud remains upon his mind, and prevents his fel-

towship with the Father and with the Son. Thft

vehement desires of his s6ul he expresses in such
requests as these :

*' Cast me not away from thy pre-

sence, and take not thy Holy Spirit from me. Re-
store unto me the joy of ih}^ salvation, and uphold
me with thy free Spirit.'* And when he can cdl
God his God, it animates and gives him joy, more
than all riches ; it satisfies him in the midst of trou-

ble. Under false accusations and reproach, he finds

cbmfort in the thought, that his best friend can never

be deceived, but will, in due time, make his inno-

cency shine forth. In afflictions, distresses, and ne-

tessities, it is his strong support, that the Lord
knoweth his path ; and when he is tried, he shall /

toine forth as gold. In national calamities, which
spread consternation on every side, a Christian finds

t place of refuge, and a never-failing spring of peace^

§o as to possess his soul in patience, knowing he
faath a treasure above the reach of sdl that annoys
and terrifies the children of men.
Such illustrious proofs of love to God, and the

all-sufiicieht comfort it aflFords, we find on record,

eVeh before the kingdom of Heaven was preached.

This more full display, therefore, of divine love to
"

men must certainly be etjual to such a blessed effect.

Habakkuk, strong in faith, could say, Although
the fig tree shsdl not blossom, neither shall fruit be
in the vine ; the labour of the olives shall fail, and
the fields shall vield no meat ; the flocks shall be cut

off from the field, and tliere shall be no herd in the

Stall : yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the

God of my salvation." Could a man of like pas-

sions with ourselves experience such full consolation

from the love of God, under the comparative dim-
ness of the Jewish dispensation? Certainly, now
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the day-spring from on high has visited us, the lovt

of God will enable a Christian to feel as high de«

light in him. And if we see very few experience

any thing comparable to this, yet the desire of all

wno are Christians in truth is to do so. They prove

this, by condemning and opposing the first tendency
in ihcmselves to impatience, though in great tribula-

tion. They lament the weakness of their faith, say-

ing ** Why art thou cast down, O my soul ? And
why art thou so disquieted within me f Hope thoti

ill God : for 1 will yet praise him for the help oi liis

oountenance.'*

Whether, therefore, the Christian be weak or
strong, it is apparent diat his love is set uponGod*
When he rejoices in pain and tribulation, then Im
love fo God flames forth with astonishing brightness.

When he grieves that he cannot j&nd hib heart thus
honour him, it is as sure a proof of supreme love;
because, otherwise, he could not possibly feel grief

and bhamc for want of joy in the Lord at such a sea-

son. To natural men, it is a thing uninteiiigible*

The utmost they suppose man's fortitude of mind
can reach, is to bear with calmness, as our lot, the
pains and troubles we meet with. A Christian's

desire, therefore, to be strengthened with all might,

according to God*s glorious power, unto all patience

and long-suffering with joyfulness, from the know-
ledge of what God is to him, and has done for him,
is a demoiistration that he loves and delights m God*
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SUNDAY XXVIII.

CHAP. XXVIII.

On the Tempers of ft C^nristiaii towards God.

It is a temper peculiar to a Christian to use, with

#ltgehee and pleasure, the appointed means of
nomb in knowledge, feith, love, and every grace.

Naturally, we have a strong aversion to these means-
Confession of sin, prayer to God, study of his word,

workup of him in public, and receiving the sacra-

meiAj are very dtiU, hcavj, and irksome, till we love

God. These dmigs we may do in a slovenly manner
from tradition, and blind imitation of our fathtrs, or

be draggled to them to pacify conscience, or, from
Ae leaven of the Pharisees working in us, labour

atoudy to gratify our self-exalting pride. Hence,
iJie whole devotion of the multitude is comprehcnd-

#d ia a few minutes morning and evening, and a cus*

tomarjr attendance at church on Sundays, where
iniidi elifienration is made on what passes without,

little attention paid to the inward man of the heart,

and no more consciousness of pleasure is felt in the

wkoie, tbsoi a child feds in repeating words by rote.

How diferent the temper of a Christian ! Know-
ing the sinfulness^ of his past life, when all the imagin-

ations of the thoughts of his heart were evil only, and
tiiat continually, and feeling so mvich disorder and
dqnravity still remaining, it is a relief to his soul ta

pour out complaints against himself, prostrate with

holy shame before the greatness of eternal Majesty,

to whom, notwithstandmg all his vileness, he is infi-

ilitely desur. Then are opmed the springs of ingenu-

ous sorrow, then the most pure and solid satisfaction

cc
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is felt within, in giving glory to the holiness of God.
The Christian lias also much pleanare in makii^
known his requests to God by pra\ er : because hef

earnestly desires spiritual blessings and graces, and

is certain that every good and perfect gilt shall be

^ven liberally to them who ask in faith. As hunger

and thirst, therefore, seek their proper gratification^

and the desire of every thing living is turned to what

it apprehends will do it good, so the hunger and

thir^it ol' a Christian is to receive the supplies which

can enrich his souL Far, therefore, firom blinking

prayer a burden, or performing it merely as a 6myj
the Christian is always prayings unless some diffi-

cult business engross his attention. All places can

bear witness to his devout aspirations. No sooner

does sleep depart from him on his bed, then he is

aw ake to the most sublime sensations : " With my
soul, O God, have I desired thee in the night, yea,

%vitii my spirit within me will I seek thee early,''

From the same love to God, naturally arises joy ki

extolling the name of such an almighty friend. It

becometh well, says a Christian, the just to be thank-

ful, i^raise the Lord, O my soul, and all that is

within me, praise his holy name : for he hath deliv<^
|

ered my soul from death, my eyes from tears, and

mj feet from falling. My mouth is filled as it were

with marrow and fatness, whilst 1 am praising thee

with joyful lips," This spiritual pleasure is as de-
licious to me, as the glutton's feast is to his pi^te^

when swallowinj^ the riciiest dainties.

Every thing which belongs to God, and is intend-

ed to manifest his excellencies and will, are delight*
j

ful to a Christian. His w€»rd, his day, his house, and !

his servants in the ministr} , and the memorial of his

abundant goodness and dy inf?^ love, are highly esteem-
j

ed, and the use of them much enjoyed. How I

k)ve thy law ! it is my meditation all the day. One
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day in thy courts is better than a thousand. I had
rather be a door-keeper in the house of my God^
thaii dwell in the tents of ungodliness." Uow bene- '

ficial to the souls of men their preaching, who bring

glad tidings, who publish salvation, who are given

bv the risen and usccnded S;u iour, for the work
of the ministry in the conversion of sinners, for the

perfecUng of the saints, for the edifying of the body
•f Christ, which is the church* And how affecting

and tender, how i^racious and benevolent, the com-
mand given by Jesus to his children, to make his

sacrifice more precious to them, that, with deep

humility, gratitude, and joy, they should eat of tliat

bread, and drink of that cup, asapublick testimony

that every blessing they receive from God, and every .

good they expect, descends to them only through the

blood and ri^teousness ofGod our Saviour. Eve*
ry one of these institutions^ I revere and observe, to

my edification and great comfort. And though it

must be confessed, the most lively and devoted Chris-

tians too often feel no delight in holy duties, yet this

is lanAented and felt as a burden. God is always the

object of their reverence and trust, gratitude and love.

Whether, in solemn acts of devotion, their pleasures

rise or iall, they punctually ofler up prayers and
jpiaises, never weary of God or duty, though more
and more so of that body of death, which so sorely

hinders and oppresses them, when they would be all

self-abasement, fgith, love, aud zeal, in approachii^

thethrone of graoe.

But this glaring proofofinbi^ sin, whicha Chris*
tlaii laments, tends to increase another excellent tem-
per in him, humilUy. By humility, 1 do not mean
his entertaining a worse opinion of himself, orabasing

himself lower than he really ought to do, but a just

sense of his weakness, corruption, and sinfulntsi> in

the sight of God. Men islmn^efully dissemble here,^
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IF not openly contradict tkeir Maker; for tlwi|^

they confess some fauUs, they fancy they hawmom
good qualities, and over-rate u hul they own a gift

from Heaven, because it belongs to themselves.

They will not allow^ that after aU they have done and
f^ceived, eadi has nothing to say for himself, but

God he merciful to me a sinner," through the

atonement. But a Christian knows his poverty and

guilt, m his best estate on this side glory. As a
scholar, who hath reached into the def^ <tfsoim^
sees much more of his own ignorance than wheahft

began ; so, the more the Ciiristian advances in the

knowledge of God, himself, and his du^» he

comes sensible of mmy and great defects wj^pb

fore escaped his notice, and sees himself -Si morei

distance from perfection than ever. The law of God,

says he, I know, re(|uires a perfect regularity of tem-

per,and perfect rectitude io eyeiy motion of theJbiarl

under all temptations ; diat not so much as the^teM^

taint of sin bhould come upon my mind, no wander-

ing in prayer, no dekct in active zeal to do good by

every talent and power, no warpbg of my afefitftWiS

from God, or deviation from ms will upon any .^e*

count. Seeing; the line of duty in this extent, and

acknowledging that in " this manner God ought to

be honoured and obeyed by all reasonable cicaUires,"

his innumerable fitults glare befcm him ; and whilst

his deportment is blameless, nay, exemplary in^he
sight of men, he feels cause to implore forgiveness

of his trespasses, and to cry out, ^'Bebold, lam
vile. £nter not into judgment with thjr servanl^ O
Lord, for in tfiy sight shall, no man Uving be jus^
tified."

Thus is the Christian taught effectually humility

by the knowledge of God's law, and not less by tt^

kno^vledge of the gospel. Have my sins (says he)

fciidcred me so guilty in the eye of God^ th»t it
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wouM' raflect dishonor upon )us fni^ty lo receivif

my i:>rayerh., or shew me mtrcy, but in con^ideratioQ

«f the death and intercession oi owu Spn ; and
on 1 in du« state regard myseif as aay tbing beti^
than 8 sinner ? Shall 1 conceit i am perfeedy fret

from defiU ment, wIk ii I am not permitted so mucli

as to ask pardon, without im|)ioriag the mediation of

Christ ? Thus deeply laid is tlie fouodatian of Chri$<*

•ian humiiity, a grac^ which acts as an antidote tm

the first born bin of man, and a guard against every

delusion of Satan. By it a Christian is made meei
£3r that world, where God is all in all ; w^ce, .€¥«r

soiisible of infinite distance from him, though ea-

dowed with surpassuig excellencies, angels abcise

themselves before him, and cover their faces with

their wings, whilst they cry, **Holy, holy, holy i^

Hk^ Lord God ' Afaaiiglity."

I have laid before you, in one view, the chief of
those excellent tempers respecting God, the object

<and end o4 all duiyi which dwell inev^ry real Cbr«a..

tiaiu ' if fou^ who read these pages, are utterly dea-

tittite of any one of the tempers above described,

call not vourself a Christian, for you deceive your- '

^If.with an. empty jiiaaic. It is true, these several

tempers adorn the several members of Christ's

lehuich in different degrees ; shining forth in some
•with brighter lustre, with less in others, as stars dif-

fer from other in glory. Yet the joint influenoe

all is as essential to the veiy being of a real Chris*

4ian, as every member of the body, or leading facuU
ties of the soul, are to constitute a man complete.

With as much propriety, a multiiated form, or mon-
^stsons birdi, may be deemed perfect, because it has
life, as a sovl, void of one of these tempers, be call*

ed a Christian. For what greater absurdity can you
• affirm than that a man can be a Cliristian without the

fear of God| or unfeigned submission to Jus author-
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ity ; a Christian without gratitude to his Maker^ or
affiance in his goodness, a Christian widijOut love to

Christ, without piety, without humility ? Take away
any one of these disposition, and you rob the soul

that which must express the spiritual life it pos-

sesses.

Examine therefore yourselves, whether you be in

the faith ; prove your own selves. If a man say he
hath faith, and hath no works^ can that £uth save

htm ? You may leave out, or put what you please

into the character of one you choose to call a Chris-

tian. You may make baptism sufficient, or an assent

to the truth of scripture, and that capital doctrine,

in it, that Jesus is the Son of God, the Cluist who
should come into the world, and on this ground wor-
ship among Christians. Nevertheless the unchange-

able standard is, the character of a Christian deline-

ated in the word of God. This speaks so plainly^

it needs no comment. It speaks to men <h every

age ; it makes no dift'erence, and allows of no abate-

ment ; it |)a:emptorily affirms, in a variety oi com-

pressions, all importing the same universal change
of temper respecting God, that they who are

Christ's have crucified the flesh, with the afibctions

and lusts.

This alone is the Christian character, though it

were to be found only in one of a thousand, in one
of a nation. To delude ourselves with popular no-
tions w hieh reduce the Christian character to a re-

ceiving certain articles of faith, and a regular observ-*

ance of some religious ceremonies, b die sure way
to confirm infidels in contempt of the gospel, and
sooth men in tlKir ruinous conceit, that the fona of

godliness is sufficient witliout the power.
As you desire, therefore, to obtain salvation^ and

would not be found a hypocrite in the great day,
take good heed that y ou worship God in spirit and
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in truth ; that the most exact observer of your life

and tempers shall be compelled to own, that all the

fruits of righteousness, which arc by Jesus Christ,

prove, and strongly recommend^ the excellency of

your fiuth ia his name.

PRAYER,
Suited to the prece^g Subject.

O GOD, Father of angels and men, who wast

in Christ Jesus reconcihng the world unto thyself,

give us grace, we beseech thee, to serve thee ac*

ceptably with reverence and godly fear, that we may
have respect to all thy commandments. Add, O
our God, to all the multitude of mercies we have

received, this great one, of a thankful heart ; pene-

trate our souls mth a sense of our infinite obligations

to thee. Created, preserved, and redeemed by thee,

give us grace to present ourselves, our souls, and
bodies, a living sacrifice. Save us from an evil heart

of unbelief. In pressing difficulties, how ready are

we to iUstrust thy goodness ! How hard do we find

it, to rely upon thy word and thy invisible power

!

We have often given thee cause to complain of us,

and say. How long is it ere this people will believe
^

me ? May we receive thy promises in the full assur^

ance of faith, lukI widt the accomplishment of them
in hope, though all things seem to go contrary to

thenu
To thy rich bounty, O our God, we are indebted

for all our talents and faculties, which exalt us above

the beasts of the field \ and thou hast given them to

us, for thy own glory. May we diligently use them
all to promotethat great end ; to spread the savour
of the knowledge of thy truth, and convince all men
who observe our life, that we desire God in all things
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may be glorified^ Crtve us grace to hon<H*, thee bjr

iHrting VHm tfaongfaAs, by never soflbring that to ledge

within, which we Am not indulge. May we have

power to walk in this world as Christ walked in love

to thee, in victory over the temptatioas which sur-

round us, in the enjoyment of thy presence, waiting

till we come to the spirits of the just made perfect.

Till that blessed change takes place, teach us dili-

gently, and with delight, to use every means which
thou hast appointed to keep the remembrance of thee

and thy benefits fresh upon our minds; and, sensible

of the ^lory of thy Majesty, and our own meanness,
of thy spotless purity, and our great and mani£bld

pollutions, may we ever walk humbly withom God^
judging ourselves unworthy to lift up ow eyes mii
Heaven, or take thy name within our lips, though
thou humblest thyself to dwell with men.

In this manner may we, day by day, worship thee,

O Lord our God, in the beauty cl* holiness; and
may every thing short of such substantial goodness
appear to us no better than empty form. Till we
finish our course, be thou our exceeding joy ; that

when we enter eternity, we may find the delight of
tngels and glorified saints, die very happiness w4
were accustomed, in a measure, to enjoy before.

We beg an answer to these our requests for the

sake of Jesus Christy, our onlry Medttitor sod
deemer. Amem
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SUNDAY XXIX.

CHAP. KXIX.

The Tempers of a Chiistiiai towards his Fellow ci-eatures;

The scripture teaches us, that God has made aU
dungs for his owti glory. Yet, £ur from requiring

any duty Irom us detrimental to men, it is impos*
sible to please him without being a friend to human
kind. No parent ever so affectionately studied the

liappiness of bis o&pring, or took so much pleasure

iu HMoat hamony, as the Father our spirits ia

seeing' us aU obey his great command^ of loving one
another.

Were his command universallyobeyed, the church
Christ vpuld be apicture of Heaven, a po^ietuaL

«t^utafeion of mutual good- will. It is^ alas ! to#

true, that few out of a multitude of Christians pro-

fessed have ever been subject to this law of love^

Nevertheless, it is the noble peouUaiaQr of a real

C^hiiatian to behave tonirards odiers as every man
living would wish to have all men do towards him*
self; and to stand as much distinguished by ex-

ceHent tempers towards men, as by faith, love, and
devotion towards God.

These excellent tempers I shall now delineate,

proving every real Christian must be an invaluable •

blessing to socie^, whilst he stands forth an intrepid

witness for the peculiar doctrines of die everlasting

^ospeU
May the God of the Christians make this repre-

sentation o[ their duty towards men effectu^ to con-

vince the reader, that if he Wishes well to mankind,
ilieir good oaa never be'so much prompted, so,
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ill fact, secured by any thing, as embracing the &ith

of Christ.

In delineating the tempers of a Christian, I shall

ht'i^m with thateniiiient one, sincerity. As a Chris-

tian, you will esteem it your duty constantly to speak

the truth ; to give no commendations where you do
not think they are due ; to flatter no one as possess*

ing^ excellencies he hath not ; nor speak as if you re-

garded them with peculiar affection^ when by this

you ofily mean to pay court. Though, amongst
the refinements of the polite, and in the commerce
of the world, this be a requisite accomplishment, ia

fact it is a nuan and detestable dibsimulation.

Sincerity in your conversation will be attended

with equal sincerity respecting all your promises
and en^fagements^ Besides a general obligation to

speak truth, which breach of promise \ iulaies, you
would in this case incur additional guilt; .since,

when you promised to do a good office, or confer a

benefit, immediately in the court of conscience^ be-

fore the God of truth, the rip^ht of the thing promis-

ed passes from you to the receiver of it. Wherelbre,

without his leave, you have no more right to recal

it than if you had given bim a tegal bond ; conse-

quently you will esteem yourself obliged to perform
your word, though it may be much to your preju-

dice, in every instance where you have made a
promise ; unless some specified conditions not ful-

filled, or somethingconcealed, vacates its obligation

:

and when your testimony is given upon oath, laying

aside all affection or prejudice, and iinavved by the

gi^at, you will represent every thing as it has tallen .

under your notice, in these important and similar

instances, you will be sincere, whilst your motives

to be so ;tre very different from those which have

weight with upright moralists, and much superior.

He may be an advocate for sincerity, because it is
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the cement of socktf, and the only* £Dundation of

mutual confidence. Feeble motives, alas ! whenbp-
posed to violent selfishness, under temptations to

gain, by the sacrifice of honesty and truth.

The glorious God, on the contrary, is your en*

couragement and support, O Christian, in the exer*

«ise of this temper. Truth is wteit he commands,
and deiightb in. ** These are the things that ye shall

do," saiih the Lord ; Speak ye every man truth to

his neighbour," Zeclu viii. He 8t%matizes the

want of sincerity, and threatens erery blse ton^e
with endless woe. In the character given of a mem-
ber of Christ, and an heir of glory, you are assured

he hateth lying, Prov. xv, and speaketh die truth in

lus heart, Psal. xv. ^* Lying lips are an abomination

to the Lord," Prov. xii. " A mark that men are of

their father the dc\ il, and the lusts of their father they

will do," John viii. And that whosoever loveth and
maketh a lie, shall be cast into the lake which bum-
cth with fire and brimstone," Rrv. xxi.

A desire, therefore, to please God, a regard to

his high and amiable authority, and a fear ojf incur-

ring his righteous displeasure, all work together, so
that you can meet with no evil great enough to deter,

or bribe sufiicient to make you violate truth and
sincerity. Add to this, the Holy Ghost, which every
true believer in Christ receives, is the Spirit of
truth, and his fruit is in all righteousness and truth

:

it is not, therefore, possible to be a Chrisiian, and 1

at die same time false and insincere, for the sake of

your own paltry interest and worldly gain.

If your conscience, therefore, accuses you in this

matter, your religion is vain. Be assured, it is not
making many prayers, glorying in vour experience

;

it is not extolling free grace, or affecting to cover
yourself with the righteousness of Christ, or any

you may express for his honour, that wtU ei«
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tfier excuae or Mrten yon in yom UariModnd i%
iinomty. On the ^ontnirjs if you csn dms afcme
the grace of God, it proves your idea of him is ia*

finitely despicable ; you make him even worse than

youm?lft a God pleased with what kindka fesent-

pient in your breast, deceitful fiur apeechea, and de^

sibling flattery, as if, for the sake of such nauseous
compliments, he would dispei se with the weighty

inattcrs of the law* livery Christian is called upon
to lay this matter much to heurt, and be cait&ful^

ttbove all things, his sincerity be put beyond a
doubt ; because a general suspicion is entertaiiit

and too much cause in a thousand instances has been
l^ven for it, that religious people, of all others, am
not to be trusted, thinking themselves at Kber^
to cIlmI deceitfully with men, whilst they profess ex-

traordinary fervours of devotion, and zeal for the

bonour God and Christ « a practice mean and odi^

ous to the last degree; a ruck of ofencem all tha

world ; and a greater hindrance, than any other, to

the progress of true religion in it

With the love and practice of sincerity, there ia

joined, in every real Christian, the love and practice

of justice too. Has the providence ofOod invested

you with the dignity of a magistrate, senator, or

judge ? you will see that the poor and oppressed

have ri^t, and punish the oppressor ; you will be
active to put salutary htws in execution, to estaUiali

and promote peace.

Mindful of God, the high ordainer of all govern-

ment, to whom every one intrusted with any part ol

it stands accountable, you will discharge your dutf.
^* Ye shall do no unrighteousness," saith the Lord,

in judgment. Thou shalt not respect the person

ofthe poor, nor honour the person of the might}^

but in righteousness shalt thou jud^^e thy neigh*

hour,'* Lev. xix. <*He that ruleth over mci^**
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must be just, niluig in the fear of God, and he
shall be as the light of the morning, when the sun

rUethi even a morning without clouds, as the tender *

grass springing out oi ihe earth, by elear shining a&
«er ram,'' 2 Sam. xidii.

* Have you numerous dependents ? From the abun-

dance of your weahh, if a Cliristian, you will be

just towai^ them all ; you will sconi to extort the

Utmost your estates can (noduce, till honest hus^

bandmeii groan under the load of rents extravagant*

Iv advanced; you will abhor the custom of owing
large^ums of money for furniture, equipage, apparel^

er the tablei whilst your tiadesmen are distressed to

pay their cieditors for what you have pretended to

buy of them, but never piiid for: to distress them
uriih fear of bajikruptcy, if you refuse to discharge

your debts to them, or of starvii^. through yout
iFuel resentment, if they attempt to recover thdr
light.

The sacred rule of your conduct is> Ow€ no tnctH ^

imy thing : and the opposite practice, though there

fee no remedy against it for tradesmen, but such as
- Uiey are most unwilling to use, b marked as the ob-

ject of God's severe displeasure. ** Behold the hire

of the labourers, who have reaped down }Oiir

ields, which is of you kept back by fmud, crieth

;

and the cries of them which have rei^d, are entered

into the ears of the Lord of Sabaoth. Ye have liv-

ed in pleasure on the earth, and been wanton.**

The application of this alarming word to those who
keep their tradesmen an unreasonable time out of
their money, is direct, and mubt make tfFtctual im-

pression on all who tear God.
4 Are you occupied in trade and merchandise ? Here
die energy ofyaar Christian faith is to shine. It will

n<)t puffer the love oi money to lay wa^ie j oui cun-
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science, or seduoe you to take advantage of the igno-

rance or distresses of diose you deal with ; to put at
bad for good commodities, or take exorbitant gain

for what you sell. It is said, with grtat assurance,

no man can live thus honestly as the world now is.

A righteous man, dealing with conscience amidst

those who have none, is a sheep among wolves, sure

to fall a prey ; and ii he will not give over his busi-

ness, he must soon lose all his substance. This

reasoning I allow is plausible ; and very diiBcult it

is not to be carried away with the general practice

of using first little frauds, till grosser succetd, and

give no pain, and till the acquisition of a large estate

be judged man's supreme good, and a scanty in«>

come the greatest evil.

Nevertheless, every real Christian must be a truly

Iioncst man ; for though, before the truth is received,

men are not able to stem the torrent, nor face a

threatening storm ; afterwards, no room is left for

infidel excuses, constantly ui^d to palliate umust
dealings, as if there was no provision for this life in

a strict observance of justice.

The Lord, whose is the earth and the fulness

thereof, gives you hb own inviolable promise, and
paw ns his honour for your maintenance and pros-

perity, i you will deal uprighUy. " Thou shait not

have in thy l>ags, says he, divers weights, a gieat

and a small,'' [the one to buy, the other to sell

with] ; thou shalt not have in thine house divers

measures, a great and a small ; but thou shalt have

a perfect and just weight, a perfect and ju&t mea-
sure shalt thou have, that thy days may be lengthen*

^ in the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee

;

for all that do such things, and ail that do unrighte-

ously, are aa abomination to tlie Lord thy God,"
Deut. xxiii. You say, iniquity in trade is almost
universal ; but is it the less evil, or the less abhorred
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mt God on that account ? " Are there yet the trea-

sures of wickedness in the house of the wicked, and
the scant measure that is abominable? ShsUl I
count them pure with the wicked balances, and with

the bag" of deceitful weij^hts ? For the rich men
thereof are full of violence, aiKl the inhabitants there*

ofhave spoken lies, and their tongue is deceitful in

their mouth. Therefore also will I make thee sick

in smiting thee, in making thee desolate becau2>e of

thy sins," Micah vi.

] If it be said, love to yourself and family must
gain the ascendent, and prevail over you to use com-
imon frauds, I answer, this temptation u ill be with*

stood from a clear conviction which every real Chris*

tian possesses, that he and his family become ob-

noxious to God by presumptuous omnces. " The
curse of God is i!i the house of the wicked. Woe
unto him that buildcth iiis house with unrighteous-

ness. Be not deceived, the unrighteous shaU not in«

herit the kingdom ofGod."
Besides, the Lord who redeemed you, and from

whose grace you expect eternal life, whose ty< s is

ever upon you, strictly requires^ AU things what-

soever you would that men should do unto you, eveqi

so do unto them ; for this is the law and the pro-
phets."

After these full instructions, dear commands, and
denunciations, all righteous and unalterable, were
you to give in to the frauds so common in trade, or

do any thing unjustly, you must bid farewell to

peace of conscience, and to that delightful commu-
nion with God which has been the sweetest comfort
of your life. You must exchange the pleasing hope
of a blessed immortality for sharp self- condemnation,
and a certain fearful looking-for of fiery indignation,

to devour the adversaries.

Comparing, therefore, your spiritual with yoitr
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temporal interest, you will feel that honesty is al-

Miys the best policy. And though you J>ee tbe

fcve of filthy lucre tyrannise to such a degree^

^ tliat you may rufi to and fro through the Greets of

the city, and seek to find a man, if there be any

that executeth judgment, yet unseduced b\ the mul-

tkude, yoo will pity all who prosper by doing wrong

to others* Surely," you will say, they have raade

their faces harder than a rock. Surely tliey know
. «ot the way of the Lord, nor tlie judgment of their

God," Jer.v.

Fnrdier, if you pretide in a family, you will thea

«Bteem it a grand brandi of your duty to give wita

your servants that which is just and equal. You will

Heat them with gentkuesa, and not with haughty

, airs, because entiiely dependent. You will preva*

ricate in no contract made with them, nor withhold

Aeir wages when due. You will make conscience

0£ laying no heavier burden on them than they arc

able to bear, nor exact harder labour. In case of

slight fiiults, you will not fly upon them in great

wrath, galling them with abuse, or provoking them

by threats , or, when you observe them diligent and

feiithful in your service, be backward to give them
suitable encouragement. And you will abhor that

indelible reproach to a civilized, much mere Jt

Christian country, the custom of abandoning your

servants in time of their sickness, rather than bear

the charge of their cure ; turning them out of your

lioiise, unable to work, without money, widiout

friends, when their condition loudly calls for medi«

oine, attendance, and bowels of compassion.

The command of your God, respecting the jus-

tioe, due from masters tx> their servants^ is express*

He has taken care to i>rocure for them a very tendef*

regard, wherever his own authority is respected.

^ Thou shalt aot oppittss aa kuuxd servant thai is
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poor and needy, lest he cry against thee to the Lord,

god it be sin unto thee," Deut. xxiv. You are

assured that God, a loving Father, equally resents

ihe vmnf^ done to ai^ of fa^s oflEspring, and iriA him
is no respect of persons. * •

• Thus instructed, you will look upon your servants

In a tight very di&rait fix>m what is common ; and
watch against your own settsh tempers, and rq>ress

the first emotions of a shure angry spirit, which
Would vent itself npon those who must bear with

rour humours. You will reason as Job of old, If

did despise the cause sf my man-servant, or my
maid-servant, wheii liiey coi^nded uriMi me;^* tf,

in my matter of debate betwixt myselfand them, I

condemn and accused them, without re^d to jus*

Ifee, or treated them harshly, because m my pow-
er. What shaH I Am do when Ood riseth up f
And when he visiteth, what shall I answer him ?

Did not he who made me in the womb make him ?

and did not one £Eishion us in the womb Job xxxi*
' So essential: to a real Christian is this just behar*
iour towanls Us servants, that wlioevw violates it,

does but expose his faith to derision, by pretending

to religion* Can any thing be more nauseous than

is profess yourself a follower of the meek) patient,

loving Saviour, when you are as a lion in your house,
ind frantic over your serv ants ? One of the most af-

fiicting object m the earth, more so than a leper

covered with aores^ or a paratytip half dead, is a

sslisbpassionate master of a fiunily, calling himself

a religious man, or valuing himself on a fancied

relation to Christ. For every servant in his house,

and all who observe his carriage towards them, will

bekd both to loathe and to revile the religion they
see joined with such hypocrisy. From regard,

therefore to the name and gospel of Christ, that it

may. not tbrough you be blasphemedi no kss than

Digitized by Google



ttf COMPLETE DUTY OF MAlif.

from love to him, you O Christian, will giveM
occu^ion lo )Our servants to compiam of your c^vil

tcUipiTS. ,

But if, instead of authcnity, the all-wise God baa

ch( for you the place of subjection, that of an ap«»

prTiiiice or servant, you will do justly ; neither

waiting or embezzling your master's money, goods,

or provisions yourself, nor basely conniving at others

who are wicked enough to do so. You will not give

away to people about the house what is not yours to
give, nor be idic nor slothful in their abst ncc who
employ you, but consult the interest of your master,

ID some sense, as if it was your oMrn.
,

The motives which will influence you as a ChriSf^

tian to do .so much more in this case than is common,
are peculiar and powerful. You will act thus, from
a desire to be approved of God, though no one be- I

wdes himself observe you, and from an invincible

resolution not to disgrace a religious profession, or

bring rt j:)rf)cich upon that gospel whieh you prize.

In this subbtaniiai manner, you will prove your iaith

is more than a barren n^tiDi^^ that it makes yoi|

in a servant, the confidence yolM^master can place

woi tl^y of all and preserves you from falling into

those lies, those mean and base prac^ces so oiten

found amongst servants. This consciendlpus integ-

rit} you will esteem as the grand appeal, te^all who
have no faith ihemiich ts, of its divine power,v Jtidg- 1

ing that the whole family will certainly, and ^^^^y
too, make a mock of your religion, however dcVoil^

you may appear, if you should be found idle,

fcring, or not to be trusted in the dark. A mfcck
of your religion, no less than if you were detecupd
in the lewdest practices, or enslaved by the love
liquor ; for one kind of immorality is as contrary ^
true religion as another. \
Much oppoiiuuu and Uacr hiiUcd you will pro-*
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bably raise against you from your dishonest fellovr*

flfervatitSt which you will be able to endure, assurtfd

that in wdl-doing God will provide for you, and of
him you shall receive the reward ot an eternal inher-

itance ; for though the value of your services be low
in thejudgment of the world, they, like the widow's
mite, are as much in tke sight of God as the greater

deeds^ men in high employments. Since, w hen
there is a willing mind, he accepteth according to

what a man hath, and not according to what he bath
tiot.

But less such promises should not prove sufficient

to secure iavioubic this justice due to your master,
the u ord of God declares no fraud, however com*'
mon, or slightly thought of, either in purloining or
Wasting things, or neglecting your master's business,
Sf persisted in, will be overlooked. Every one that

doth wrong shall receive for the wrong that he doth;
whether rich or poor, master or servant "

' Another important instance and act of justice, ob-
served by every real Christian, is the pa\ nient of
tliose customs enacted by law, and from tiience our
earthly sovereign's right, as they are abs^olutely

needful to defray the high charges of government,
and procure our defence. The divine command
adds a sanction to this law. Give tribute to whom
tribute, custom to whom custom is due/' This
command was honoured by the obedience of our
Redeemer, who had neither silver nor gold. He
wrought a miracle to pay the tribute demanded of
him, and his poor disciple He did this, to discoun-
tenance the viie iniquity of defraudmg the king's cx-
Chequen
You cannot, therefore, without renouncing sub-

jection to Christ, attempt either to bribe the knig's
officer to betray their trust, or contrive to deceive
their , utmost vigilance. Besidcss^ this practice of
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smuggling not only defrauds the public trcMurjr, if

also injures honest tradesmen, and encourages an
infiunous set ol men to get their livelihood in defi«»

anoe of the law ; men who spend all tbey earn hf
iniquity, in drunkenness and lewdness ; often a ter#

-

ror to the ntigboiirhood, till, increasing in villany,

the halter ends their shameful course. An accest

sory to 1^ tUsguih, and a abaitr in it, you becoiM
as soon as you deal with a smuggler*

The last instance of justice 1 shall insist on, ia

that ofrestitution to all wilfully injured by you, either

jn soul, body, estate, or character. Have you led a

friend or acquaintance into pernicious errors in reli4

fion, or tempted them to sinful compliances? The
rst step you will necessarily take, after you have

believed and repented yourself, will be, to take your

companions in miquity, as &r as you are able, aem
sible of their condition. Have you defrau^d anjr

one ? Like Zaccheus, you will make ample restitu-

tion, esteeming it base and scandalous, provoking

before Qod anid men, to live yourself in affluenoQ

whilal others suflfer through your former inyustiee*

No evidence can you g:ive of faith and repentance,

but what must be deceitful, if you can fatten on the

q>oils of which you have defrauded your neighbour
Further, as a good name ia rather to be ohoseii

than great riches, if, from private resentment, violei^^

passion, or licentiousness of speech, you have in-

vented or propagated a falsehood to the injury of
your neighbour, you will think it a pertof justice to
make a particular retraction of the ialsehood yoil

advanced, and openly acknowledge the particular

aggravations with which you have enlarged. For
^ugh pointing out the truth in thjs matter may be
prejudicial to your own reputirtion, and some, in*

atead of commending your honesty, may abate of

t})e est^m thfy at present have for your tbi^
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esteem belongs not to you in the measure you pos«

tess it. You must consider the right the person

jOtt have ii^ured has to be esteemed what he is, and

not wittt you have bhtly described him ; and yott

must tell the whdlc tntlfa« though you expose your-

self. Mortil) iiig as this procedure appears, it is

dAtest the falsehood and liceatiousDeaa cS ywr
tongue.

SUNDAY XXX-

GHAP, XXX.

On the Tempers Qfa Christiaa towards his Fellow<reatureSr

Sincerity and love of justice, in tlie extent

above described, though the perfecdon of nloralilj^

(as too liiaiiy undiersttod that term), are only two
considerable branches which grow from faith in

Christ. Where this lives in the heart, negative

righteousness towards men will nev^ be deemed
auAcient, nor cati a Christian rest satisfied with a
base freedom from the offence of wilfully injuring

or deceiving his fellow-creatures. To the conscien-

tious observance of sincerity and justice, you will

add die love of mercy* When Providence places

the tmserable before your eyes, as it did of cAd the

wounded traveller before the priest and Levite, you
will not pass them by, but be moved to have com-
passion on them. Disease and pain of body, trouble

of mind, pinahing poverty, hard and crud usage
from men, and even ruin incurred by a profligate

life, will excite in you grief and active pity. If you
b^ve much, like Job, you wiU^ in the distribution of



330 COMPLETE DUTY OF MAN.

your bounty, be eyes to the blind, feet to the lame,

and a lather to the afflicted. The blessing of him

that was ready to peiish will daily come upon you^

uid you will make the widow's heart leap for joy.

If your scanty lot can enable you to f^we but very

Kttle, your heart will be large, iritndlv, aiid charita-

ble, as if you had wealth to &uppiy die wants ol all

in need. Though you have no bread of your own
to deal to the hungry, neither know a man of afBu-

ence wliom you can ask to relieve them, one way
Still remains to give vent to your merciful temper, a

way pleasii^ to God, and profitable to men ; you
Ittake your intercessimi with the Father of merciesy

and the God of all consolation, to support them un-
der the pressure of their troubles, in due time to

deliver them, and make afflictiou a bovereigii medi-

mnt to heal their souls*

In this way the rich and poor meet together, nor

has any one pre-eminence, iu a merciful, benevolent

spirit, above the other.

Further, you will exercise mercy, if you are a real

Christian, towards those who are in your power
from injuries they have done to you, or debts for

which they must answer. In such cases, where

mercy to the offender will not prove injustice and

cruelty to the public,
.
you will wave the rigorous

execution of the law, and without exception, w^here

not idleness and vice, but the appointment of Pro-

vidence, lias disabled those indebted to you from

answering your demands, you will abhor the thought

of adding affliction to him whom God hath wound*
ed. You will reject with indignation the common
maxim, that you are to have some sort of satisfaction

for your debt, by making the man who brings a

loss upon you rot in a jail* From the same merci-

ful temper, in every instance where the innocent

luust be deeply involved with the guilty, you will
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sooner s\iffer yourself than bring many, for the fault

oi one, into great distresSi by taking away the sup-

port of a whole family.

Besides these cases, there is one grand province

in which a Cliristian^s merciful temper shines with

the greatest lustre ; I mean, in tenderly regarding

the spiritual miseries and dangers of the human race^

It is, I confess, generous and noble to alleviate and
remove the sufferings of the body, and to take a
pkasiire in doin^ good to them Who are in adver-

sity by liberal gifts. Yet how limited, how partial^

Ww tiiansient are the benefits ! What can alms avail

to comfort, where every ^stemper of the mind still

rae^es? Pride, envy, hatred, wrath, maiicc, strife, or

fiiihy lewdness in fanuiies, destroy all good, all en-

joyment of comfort. You relieve the family daj- by
day, but'tli^ husband abuses his.wife, beats and ter*

rifles his poor cliiidren ; or the proud imperious wife

vexes to death her husband, driving him into drun-

kenness as a refuge from her assaults ; or the chil*

dren, after the bad examples they see at home, grouts

, in wickedness as in stature, to do mischief, and in-

crease the guilt and wickedness of the world by their

evil tempers. In every station and walk of life, im-

mortal souls are provoking their adorable Maker and
Benefactor to jealously, spurning at hLs counsel and
his salvation, and heapinii^ up wrath against the day

of wrath. These are the great objects which, louder

than even widows or orphans^ call fot bowels of

mercies, and the most active exertions of our pity.

If you are a Christian in truth, you will say, **I

beheld the transgressors, and was grieved, because

men kept not thy law." This compassion to the

souls of men will inspire you with zeal to save them
from impending rum. You will watch for oppor-

tunities to do good by sound arguments and winning

pen^uasioas^ by faithful aod «Uroug declarations ofth^

Digitized by Google



Z3i ,
COMPLBTS DUTT OF MAK;

evil of sin and its consequences, where there n ail

car to hear, ard a lucid interval in the midst of the

wicked ; by distributing heart- searching books, an^

^ng those who are engaged * in the del^tfiil

work of sprcadinj^ the knowledge of Christ*

The causes which excite and maintain in the

Christian a temper, so extensively merciful, are, re-

irei^nce of hb Maker's command, trust in bk pro^

mises, a sense of his redemption by Christ, and the

agency of the Holy Ghost on his heart

The command of God to shew mercv is most fre-

menL If there be among you a poor maii, one of

Ihy brethren, tfaou shalt net harden thy biiart, not
shut thy hand from thy poor brother, but thou sl^ilt

open thy hand wide unto him. Beware that thine

eye be not evil against thy poor brother, and thoi^

givest him nought, and he cry unto the Lord against

thee, and it be sin unto thee. Thou shalt surely

o;ive him,'* Deut. xv. 7. In every definition of

right behaviour, a merciful temper bears a chief part.

He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good ; and

what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly

f

and to luvc mercy, and to walk humbly with thy

God?" Mic. vi. In this estimate, pure and unde-

filed religion manifests its efficacy **in visiting tbo

fcrhrrless and widows in their afiUction, and inkeep*

ing the soul unspotted from the world.'* No duty;

is more frequently urged tiian this. " Be ye there*

• There are two venerable Bocieties engaged in the glorious

work of distributing Bibles, Testaments, and other good

books* These societies are supported by subscription ; and

s guinea or two annually subscribed, is often productive of pre-

sent peace and otemal salvation to the souls ofn\en. To the

$rst of these aociecliBS yon may ufifif through the Revere!\d

Mr. Brottghtmif secretary tp the society for promoting Chris*
turn Knowledge amcmg the poor. To the other> called. The
society for promoting Religious Knowledge umoncij the poor*^

you may apply through tlite Reverend Dr. Steimetf London.
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•fere tnercifuly as your heavenly Fathar is also iiiei*cu

fui," Luke vi. 3. 6. " Be ye all of one mind, hav*

iug compassion one of another/' 1 Pet. iii. Theait

c<»nmands prove, no one destitiUe of a merciful tem^
per can be acceptable to God.

Again, his repeated promises invite and encour-
age the Christian to abound in acts of mercy. For

' though these promises imply no worth ia a merciful

lemper, whesi it subsists with love to sin^ or {Mrtju^

^ce against the glory of Christ ; though these pro*
mises are not to be construed as ifa merciful temper
would be rewarded in derogation to faith in the Re-
deemer, or cover our iniquities, still they are of
threat use to remove objections made by our worldly
hearts, if not by those around us, against doing
liberally for the j)oor and needy. They fully assure
US that all acts of beneficence, springing from faith
«nd love to CJod, are highly pleasing to him, and,
through his own amaaing grace, shall be honoured
with an everlastin^^ reward. " Blessed are the mer-
ciful, for they shall obtain mercy,'* Matth. 5. He
that convcrteth a sinner (torn, the error of his way^
^lall save a soul fipom death, and shall hide a mul-
titude of sins," James v. 20. " A new command*
ment I give unto you, that ye love one another.
By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples.
If ye have love one to another," Jdhn itiii. Above all,

liie Redeemer will proclaim his high dehght in this
excellent temper, from his throne iand glory, in the
presence of the whole human and angeiib race.
Then will he reward every Christian exercise of
ftlercy, as if it had been conferred on himself; as
if the afflictions it relieved had been sustained in his
person, and he (miy had received benefit and conso*
lation^ from the mercy. ** In as much as ye have
done it unto one of the least of these my brethren,
ye hav€ dom ii unto me," Matth. xxv. 40.
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is the sense you have, O Christ, of your owm
redemption bv the blood shed on the cross. Yon
xemcmber your aposlacy irom God b such, aofl

such has been your practice, that had God dei^rey*

cd you bodi body wd soul in heU, k would have

bi (. u no more than your desert. Instead of tljis jn-

bupportable doom, you, O Christian, know that

God ciMnintndetb his love towards you, thai wiutel;

yom were yet a sineer, Chriat died for you-: an ift^

$tance of mercv in itself, and its beneficial e£cacy«
absolutely without a parallel. This is the onl) iouiv

datiou of your peaice and hope; it is all your aalvn*

tion^ and att your deaire. By « a amfittail

^iew of this maiahless grace, which has raeomakd
you to God, and made jou his heir, the love of

Christ will constrain you ; with pleasing energ} it

jirill engage you in an uniform intercourse of broth*

erly fcindnessand charity. A delightfiil cmoiaoii sf

mind, peculiar to the faithful in Christ Jtbus, wK
lead you, without adveitiug immediately either to

(he command or promise oi God, to this juiit ooudiH
aioOf Beloved, if God so loved U8» wt ought alaa

to love one another,^' I John iv.

Besides these plain commands, precious promises,

and the mercy oi God manifested in tbe death U
his Son, which, with mutual operatioii, comsar
laake the Chrislian love menqr, the Holy CMMMt if
given unto him, and dwells in him. By his influx

ence, through the motives and truth contained in

the written word, he is delivevrd from the sway of

selfish passioiia and selish pwmits. Thcr firuit af

that Spirit, which distinguishes at once, and infin?

itely eniK.bles every on$ wto b^QWgS iO Clvistr »
love and aii gQ^dn^^ -
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SUNDAY XXXI.

CHAP. XSJBL

The Tempers of a Chlistiaii towai'ds liis Fell6W«ereaiurea.

X HOSE which we have already cQosidered as ea^

«nUal are of ihe^QUrve'kiiMi ; jusiiee, wicieiity aiid^

mttcy* .Thefe are odiers, nolen exeelleiit, of a>

passive nature. The world we live in Libouiids withi

litireasonable and vexatious men ; and our unavoid^
jdbie coanexioii wkh them requires.much' s^tx^Dgtli g£
miiid properly torbear th^ evil tempfens. Little selft

llemal, in g«iieral^i» requisite to do justly, to hptdk
#ie truth, or shew mercy, compared with what is ne-'

<)essary to bear, with paiiencet meekness,, and love^
the turbulent and litigious^ dhe violent and unjtistk^

Vet a Christi&n mum meek. Trivial injuries, a
reproachful word, a smaii indiscretion, or a casual
loss, must not iullame your micd^ as is commonly^
ihe case with men. Such things you will estae»
Worthy of a very sUght notice. Nay, supposiiq^
some great provocation is offered, you will be jeal-

ous over your selfibh spirit, lest you be overcome-
hy ill^iflfiage lest the siii of othssm should cause yoa
Id grieve the Spirit of Giod^ to bring guilt upon
your souls, and dishonour upon your professi(jn.

Even when you are so materially injured that \ ou
have a right to seek rediess, you will do it with
Bieeluieaa;^.first usiog, every miid method to bring
fwwr advevsaiiy to reason. You will try arguments
before punishment, conference before law, aud pri-

vate pen»uasions before you seek redress iti, a. court
of justice ; or ifyou are compelled to have i^course
to thk last mmdf^ you will refraiu from passionate

Diyiiizeo by Google



an COMPLETE I>UTYt>F MAM.

•xcbunatkms and bitter itiectbiis agafaiat your cm*
mies.

Further, you must shew a meek spirit in GareftiUy'

avoiding any just cause of ofFcnee to oiIkts. Fop.

this exceUeut temper does not more t&ctuaUy sup»*

port under provocations, than enable men to den^
their own inclinations, rather than give uneasiness^^

It vvili make you cautious, that neither your actionsi

or words are uubccommg. You will be civil and
respectful, honouring all men, never loud aafr

overbearing in company. Instead of rage and-

ti mess against those who are seduced to depart fronr-

the apostles' doctrine, you will seek their recovery*

by calmly poducing the abounding evidenDes fiear*

the truth, and by cordially praying they may per-:

ceive their force. You ne\ei cover private re^

sentment with the venerable name ol zeal for God's
glory, and the good of souls. You will not think?

oontempt<^ your erring brother, or passion; pleas-j

ing to God, of in any degree justifiable. Though
it be common to veiit our rage against infidels and
heretics, who are doubtless very hurtful membtm
of society, yet the divine command is, In mtek-t

ness instruct those who oppose themselves,* if Godr
peradvcnturc will give them repentance to the ac-

knowledgment of the truth.**

The peculiar motives which excite and support

the ezercia^ of this extensive meekness are Aich as*

philosophers of old, and their unbelieving succes-
sors in our time, know nothing of, though there has
been often, in both, a great resemblance of meek<^^

ness. You wiU not be meek firm love ofease, leadn
ing you to submit to the ill-humours ^er mc%'
rather than bear the trouble ol contention. I'his
often gains the credit of great sweetness of temper,.
Nor will you be meek from any pr«iud disdain of
fipfiearin^ to be hurt by the pervaararai gr Qi^icQ
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*

0t your enenues, which woutd oo think ) betrajr

the weakness of your own mind ; but because the

will of God conceniiiig you ib, Be no brawler, l;at

gentle, shewing all meekness unto all men," Tit*

iii. . Put offanger, wrath, iiatred, variance^ emula^^

tion. strife, and put on kindness, meekness and k>ng«

suffering." Your Saviuur, from whom you have re-

ceived all your peace and hope, severely checks every

«ally ot pasbioii. His i^ords on this subject are

aWming to the last degree : VVhosoeVer is angry

^vuh hib brother without a cause" (through heat

of tempei). shall be m danger of the judgment"
|shail fail und^r the di^ieasure oi God) ; and u ho«

fiioever shall say to him, Baca" (thou worthless fel*

low, suflferiug the passion in his mind to vent itsdf

by deri ion oi a creature of God), shall be in dan-
ger of the council" {oflfends in a higher degi?ee)

;

6ut whosoever shallsay thoufool ^ (in his wrath, re*

pr);senting bini not cpiiy as 6i to br despised* but
abhorred ), shall be in danger of'hellfire.

'
' A w t ul

guard of meekness, inteadea U) keep Ub at a distance

from sour angry passions, the bane of domesticcom*
liart, the^ cause of unspeakable mischief amongst
men, and one of the chief enemies to the soul.

Besides the command of God to be meek, huch
bonour is put upon this temper, as must make every

Christian smbitiouft to possess itii ^> He that is slow
to anger is better llian die mighty, and he that nil*

eth his spirit than he that taketh a city." The meek
are blessed, and the inheritanoe oi the Lord promis*

ad to them ; meekness is diatinguiahed is the princi-

pal ornament of a Christian, and ofgreat price ia

the sight ot God.'* '

Added to all these motives, there is one still more
poweifol with every Christian; the astonishing

meekness ofthe Audhor of his salvation. The in^.

^ircd writers, alter oyr Lord i> asGCiisiuii, always
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fix our attention upon him in his low estate, m ordex

to make sinful anger appefo* without excuse. Le|
•U bitterness and wrath, and anger^ and clamourt

and evil-ijpcaking be put away from you, with all

malice : and be ye kind one to another, tender-heart-

ed, forgiving one aAptber, even as God for Chnst'f

sake hadi forgivea you« Christ suffered for us, leav^

ing us an example, that ye should follow his steps^

who did no sin, neither was c^'uilt found in his

mouth; who, when he was reviled, reviled not ag^^
when he suffered, he threatened not ; who his own
self bore our sins in his own body on the tree, that

he might bi ing us to God.'' Behold the grandest

inducement imaginable to be meek ; reconciliationi

with Godf and justificai^n unto eternal life, by the

meek, patient suffering of the Lamb. lmustgo»
tht-rcfore, says a Christian, and do likewise ; for

every one that abidLtli in him must himself also so

walk, even as he walked.

Added to these mighty modves» what has passed

in the breast of a leal Christian effectually inclines

him to be uicek. For self-abasement and sl^ame for

ain are inseparable from faith in Christ and true re*

pentance. But a self-abased sinner can eauly bear

with temper thoseprovocations which set the hmighty
and scli-admiring all in a flame. Enormous crimi-

nals, when they see themselves as they are, feel no

resentment at whaterer is said of tbe^n^ er done to

tfiem. It is what we deserve,, they cry, sigUmg at

the remembrance of their offence. The same just

sentiment, when you have been humbled for youf

ain^ before God, will rise i^i your mind under pro-

vocation to wmth. Far worse treatment do I 6^
serve, you will say, and a severer trial of my p«h

tience.

. This argument, against every violation of meek*

fiessy St«JPaul uripes, fiwndiii^hUexbn^ whoUy
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m tiie sinflil state in which we are aH naturally, as
every believer in Christ well knows. Put them
in mind," says he, **to be gentle, shewing all meek-
ness unto all men. For we ourselves also were
sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving

divers lusts and pleasures, living in malice aiid ciivy,

Ikateful and hating one another."

» As you advance in the knowledge and practice of
religion, fresh evidences of your own corruption wilt

discover themselves in your heart, and prove so
many repeated admonitions to pray for and exercise

meekncikS, sensible with what long suiiering God
endures the multitude of your own failings. Foir

fliough the dominion of sin is destroyed, the strug*

glc between flesh and spirit still remains, conse-

qtiently sufficient matter for self-abasement^ so long
u you Jive*

SUNDAY XXXU«

CHAP. XXXII.

The Tempers of a Chiistiiui towards his Fellow^creatttfctsi

To judge charitably of the actions, characters, and
intentions of men, is the temper of a Christian ; I

Biean, when they are not evidently such as stand

Condemned in the word of God, and expose us to
his wrath. It is no charitable judgment to leave

drunkardsi, liars, fornicators, the dishonest, the proud,
or self-righteous, when their lives or principles arc

Dotorious, to flatter themselves they shall eseape*

It is taking part against them with their great adver**

aary the duvil, aud giviag our aid to ^ludc their
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80uls, till they are lost for ever. But setting aitidd

these instances, as sins which go before men tor

judgment, there are many actioub and characters of

a doubtful aspi ct. Here only is room for the ex*

ercise of charitable judgment ; and in these cas^
O Christian, you will be careful not to surmise evil,

or condemn men, when no sufficient light appears

to justify a peremptory sentence. Thus in quar-

rels amongst rrlations, and contests about makers
of property, violent accusations are common from
both sides, which have nu Joundation. The parties

are apt to give very seducing misrepresentations of

the fact, which few can know: therefore wc are

bound to suspend our judgment^ and receive no iU
impressions from conmon fame.

With regard to the characters of men also, you
will be charitable in your judgment The com-
mission of a sittgle crime^ contrary to the tenor of

the delinquent's lift , you will not cruelly construe

into an impeachment of his sincerity. You will

not brand one man as an incnrrigible viiiain, because

he was once guilty of a dishonest action towards
yourself ; or publish another to the world as a mere
hypocrite in religion, because you have once detected

him in doiiiL^evil. You will not inmiediately, as is

the way of the pn judiced, cry out, that, with such^

all pretention to conscience is only a cloak to cover
bad designs, and a snare to entrap the simple. You
will remember, on the contrarv% how often violent

temptation, suited to your constitutional sin, has
been too mighty, and overcome you, or brought
jrou near the very point of yielding. You will call

to mind that the best of men, cannonized as saints

by God himself, did not persevere in the path of duty
without a fall* They were overtaken with a foult,-

diough they soon recovered, and persevered to the
<ttd. You will acknowledge it very pobi^ibk for sucb
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as ^ve are, in our best estate, to offend contrary to

habitual practice and acknowledged duty.

. Fair evidences of repentance will therefore induce
you to pass a iavourable j

udgment on those who have
dishonoured their profession. You will readily con-

clude, that inward shame, and secret sorrow for their

fall has exceeded the reproach which their back-

sUdings have brought upon them.

With regard to the intentions of men, fts they can

be known only to God, you will impute no evil

where it is not maniiest ; but resist injurious sur-

miseSt that such and such things spring from a bad
idesign, when you have no proof to ascertain the

charge.

In these, and similar cases, you will exercise a
charitable judgment, because the command of your
iSod.and Saviour, that you should do so, is plain

and awful. " Judge not (where the law of God is si-

lent, or where you can have no competent know-
ledge), that ye be not judged, for with what judg«
ment ye judge, ye shall b^ judged ; and with what
measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again,'

^

Matth. vii.

. Your obedience to this command will app^
most reasonable, and be made easy by the witness

in your own heart You are conscious how often

you have acted uprightly, yet been charged with

evil intentions. Your conduct has often been cruel*

ly misconstrued, , often unjustly condemned. ,You
'

remember also that you have done what you ought
not, promised and vowed you would not; that many
prayers, much watching, and obstinate contention

have been scarcely sufficient, with the help of God,
to get the vict<ny over your own wickedness. Yott
know, that when you fell, the fidl was instantly la-

mented, and, though wounded grievously, you re-

mwed the combat^ grappling with jour £oq, as for

CO
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your life, till you was conqueror. You vnUi feel,

dierefore, for others in the same shoatkm ydli were

otice 3r0iir9elf ; assured that men may really deriga

nothing but the glory of God, and good- will to men,

notwithstanding they are betrayed into breach of

duty.
" Sutdi -sentiments, deeply impresstd on ymir owa
heart, will form in yow a habit of judging your fet*

low creatures with tenderness and mercy.

Connected with candour towards all, you as a
Christian must exercise forgiveness and lovetoymtf
enemies. Your befaaviour under proroeations mnst
be contrary to -custom, and the violent impulse

corrupt nature. Is your character basely reviled?

You wiU refute the malicious slander^ should it kieed

an answer, without netuming abiM for abtiM
Should your foes proceed from ill-language to ill-

usage, you will still forgive, and prove the reality

Of your good* will towaids them, by pitying them

in their distress, and serving them ilsOcoa!non< x^t%
In some cases, grievous wronjg^ may be done to

you, such as demand redress by law ; you will use

the remedy without animosity to those who have

ibrced you to tdce tliis method of obtaini^ yoiur

tight. ... J

' Further, should the providence of God leave yott

In the power of his enemies, as well as your own^

Who are determined, unless you will renounce the

truth, to persecute yon even nnlo deadi, such eflU

cacy flows from your feith, that you will feel goo<t

will towards those who seek vour destruction. M(M
will pray for them to God, before whom kis equaHf
dangerous and impious to dissemble ; yon wik en*

treat him to give them repentance to the ackno#^
ledgement of the truth, pardon their sin, and bring

them to heaven. . .

* lliuscMapi€leisthe£argivwf8BaodIol«li€aris«^
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tka e&erciaes towacda those wh/^ hatb and injiu^

Ittin* " '

The reasoMUeneos of this temper is proved, md
the prai^ce (enforced, by the most cogent 4rgu<»

laentSt

v^Yeur koj^ifledge of God m ius govermneot of
die W)9rld ootideiuiift all hatred 'even o^ your bit*

terest foes. What manner of affronts and insults

does he daily receive ? Consider the condition and
th^ ebligatiofis the perBOUS are under to him, whem
diejr oflSer them; to mind the glorjr of his ma*
jesty, die ample means he hath in liis power instant*

ly to avenge his own injured name, by consuming
his daring adversaries, in a moiiaeot- At the. same
time you see Um 8low.to<»i^er^ sodnf great mercy,
waitipg for many years in deep compassion towards

Ijhem, vv lio hate his ^vernment and his truth.

Every. Christian ^onsider^ this adorable goodness
pf God eonspfeuous ta his •govenament of th&Mforldi
and sees it shii>e with the brightest glory in the re»

demption of mem Bv frequent and serious medita-

tion on this Ikcti you wiil reason thus with yQ^rself

;

Had Godri^iiftl^ his «nwws> as I am prompted
to do with mine, had he been wanting in mercy, or

ehosen to take vengeance, what had become of us

^iiw of a world in arms against him ?> Had God
loyed none byit those who first loved him^ or waited
to give his inestimable blessmgs till we had made an
advance to obtain mercy, where had been the means
of grace, where.tbe glad tidings of salvation ? He,
<^/n tiie cmtmf^ ^ommendedi his love to us, that»

sviieti. wo.vm« yet enemies, Christ died for us.

How inexcusable then, and desperately wicked must
it be in me^ to be. wrath with a fellow-sinner, since

Cod has so much compassion on us all?

. ' The force rof tlus motive is also considerably in*

cnea^d by your experience u( God's tciider mercy
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to your own soul. You remember, O Christiaft,'

how long you lived in forgetfulness and contempt xi
God, as V you had been independent of him, or

he unworthy of your notice ; how long you was
engrossed by mean and selfish pursuits, never ion

quiring, where is God my maker? Yet you know
he suffered you to survive all this insolence of be-
haviour towards him. In the midst of it ail, his

mercy was not withheld from you ; he still protect-

ed, still provided for you, and preserved you from
perishing for ever in your sins^ At length he crowd-
ed his mercy towards you, by giving you repentance
and remissioii of sin through faith in Jesus Christ.

This very gracious and long indulgence from your
heavenly Father towards you, lays bare the hideoos

deformity ofa vindictive spirit Compared with the

treatment you have received, what a return to repay

your enemies hatred for their ill-will ? This con-

trast, where any sense of right and wrong remains,

is insupportable to the mind. Thovgh violent pio*

vocations, therefore, may suddenly kindle sparks of

rescutmeat in your breast, and prompt you to gra-

tify the impulse of your selfish nature, very soon

a recollection of God's patience and love towards

yourself, will make the transient thou^t of revenge

appear full of injustice, weakness, ingratitude to

God, and a denial of your sinful state before him*

By thb means the hell-engendered fire wHH- be pre*

sently extinct, and love reign in ymir heart.

Besides these motives, your fum belief of scrip-

ture, O Christian, convinces you that every rising

of ill-will towards any man is abomiable in God's

sight ; for you are assured, that whoever harbors

hatred iu his heart cannot be saved, till that detesta-

ble spirit is subdued. It is so highly offensive to

God, in such sinful wretches as we are, that itren-

^tr^ us incapable of praying, witfaoat jiiicir^asiiig
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4Mur sio and coikleiiination. The tongue which holds
•ny correapondenoe with a heart envenomed by hat*

mUl, invoices the curae of God, when it cries, For-

give US our trespasses, as we forgive them that tres-

80uiid» thus in hb .ears, For^v€ not me my tres*

passes, as I do not forgive thrai that trespass a^nst
me.'* And whoever dies in hatred of his foes, will

find himself answered according to this true meaning
of his jmgrer : justioe be shall have, and not mercy

;

vengeance^ and not compassion*

In so forcible a manner are you taught, O Chris*

tian, to forgive and love your enemies. Whilst
these arguments prove tlie reasonableness and indis-

pensable duty Qpforgivenoss, the grace of God is

promised, that what is impossible with man may
be your constant practice. For though injuries ex-

tremely irritate our selfish spirit, whilst we have^ a
Ugh opinion of our- own dignity, and imagine we
have a right to avenge ourselves ; whilst we have
ni'ver been broup^ht low on our knees, to ask with a

broken heart pardon for our faults ; yet afterwards,

upon receiving a spirit of love, of power, and of a
sound mind, we are not soon apt to think ourselves

so miserably ill-used ; the injuries done us appear

small, compared with what , we know we deserve,

and are accustomed to deprecate ; evils which threat-^

cn death to the soul. And through a supreme desire

to please our Lord by the- reasonable sacrilicc of so

vile ^ lust^ we can do it iii his i^trcngih.
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SUNDAY XXXIIL >

'

j

• . . . 1

CHAP. XXXIIL ' I

The Christian, by continuing in the faith of
Christ, and growing in grace, comes at length to pre-

fer every one before himself* Thi^ the crow^nuig

excellency in:his character, an attainment lyhicli not
oiily surpassea all the world judges to be esii^elleiit or
necessary to salvation, but appears to them big with

absurdity. How is it possible, say they, not to per-

ceive a vast difference in the praetioe and tempQr«,of

laankind f But if I am allowe4 to aw this diiferenise

in regard to others, can it be wrong to acknowledge
as much with regard to myself? What a violence

does it ofier to i^y reas^, to atten^ to. per^u^
me, that a man who loves righteoufmeasy and hm%
iiuquity, is not to prefer hiokself to the disobedieut

and lawless ?

But let tlie case be properly stated, a^d tjjiere wiU
appear, I conceive, very sjufficieBt4:eason fora Ciuis*

tian to take the lowest places * ^ «

.

It is certain then, if } uu are much advanced in

the knowledge and prajcti^ oi^ true re%i(Hi (which

is the case supposed), you are vary sensible,of thp

corruption of your nature; fornotbin|f but pri4p«

blinding the mind, can prevent this from being felt.

It is also certain that you are conscious of^much un-

.

faithfulness to the grace received, of very great de?

.

fects, many sins of omission, much negligence in the

.

service of God, and of a very small measure of those

holy tempers which ought to have been improved to

a high degree. At die same time, you clearly per-
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ceivc what excellent advantages you have enjoyed^

^hat peculiar obligations you are under on this ac»
Miinl, demanding suitable returns in faith, love and
ohc dience. You remember the atarming calls, the

aftectionate warnings, which have strongly impress-

ed your heart, the answers given to your prayers, th^

troubles, the dtogerw^ and tbe enemies from whidi
you have been delivered, with the peace, comfort,

and delightful liope so often refreshing aiid animating

your soul.

Ill 'these eireundstaiiees, must not every thii^

nrhiehr b^^ys evil obncufiiiscenoe, inordinate:Sec-
tion, or want of supreme love to God in any in-

stance, afflict and abase you ? Such being the case

^itil evevy humble and advanced Cfao-istidni i
^tild now ask, where is the absurdity of oonelud-
ingeach person of this character should judge him*
self (every thing considered) inferior to all men?
Or from the bo^ttom of his heart believe there is not:

We «pon * earth who, if blessed with equal ad*-

vai\tages, would not Iiavc far surpassed his attain-

ments ?

• The whcde diificuhy of conceiving that the moat
tftX'Cellent iti- the church of Christ do really entertain

SBch thoughts of themselves, arises from pride na-

tural td the heart, which ioves to dwell on any sup-

posed pre-eminence above others, without once coir-

fliifertng^hiow much more tfmn others they have been
favoured by Providence, or comparing the progress

they have made with the means vouchsafed, or the

duty tbey owe. The advanced Christian is of a
tOMe MuonaUeandliandbtle mind. He Mushes at

Ills* manifold and great defects : having his soul

strongly impressed with the rich grace he received,

,and the excellency of the God he serves, he thinks

itis not so with any man beside : the transition ibien

is easy, to prefer every one before himself.
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The command to do so is plain ;
" In lowliness of

mind, let each esteem other better than tlitrmselves,*'

Phil. ii. 3. A command expressly enjoined a& jthe

only prevention of vain glory. Nor must this com-

mand be interpreted only to imply a preference of

those who ^^ alk woriiiy of their Christian name,

leaving you still at liberty to look down upon
.
opea

tmnsgressors as worse tfaon yourself. This constnic*^

lion is contrary to a parable our God ^ke, on pur-

pose to condemn the sin of valuing ourselves above

any one. He sets before us a Pharisee and a pub-

lican ; the former is honest, stricdy conscientious and

devout, virtues which he acknowledges are the gift

of God ; he only prefers himbclf on their account to

the adulterers, the unjust and profane. One of

them he mentions in his prayer (not from personal

aversion) merely because he saw lum in the temple^,

and thanks God he was not so base and wicked as

this publican. You know the judgment of God in

this case. The Pharisee was left in his sins, highly

cifiensive to his Maker, because he exaUed himself

above the publican. He trusted in himsdf as righ-

teous, and despised others in comparison of himself;

a fuU proof, as can be given, that it is the boundea

duty of every Chrktian to take the lowest place.

This example proves, that all who prefer them-

selves to others in fact adopt the sentiment of the

Pharisee, and do just what he did. This instruc-

tive parable convinces you, that as there were none

in common opinion more wioked than puUicans^

* Observe, there could be nothing wrong in the Pharisee's

making mention of the pubiican's name, unless there was ii>*

justice in his preferring himself to him ; since nothing is more

plain, tlian that he might very innocently mention in his

prayer what he, at all other times, was allowed to think.

But this he was not allowed to do, if he raight esteem him-

9clf above the publican*
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thtte Br€ nmite so wkked as to justify ydir placing^ ^

yout^etf above diem. Henet you will constamljr

watch against self-complacency, a subtle enemy to
'

your soul. You will repel its insinuations whenever
you see the wickedness, or hear the faults of those

w>uiid you. You will be jealous lest pride should
be fostered by consciousness of what God has done^

for you, and be afraid of nothing more than the

vanity of your own mind ; remembering tlie righte-

ous ftecree, which truth itself 1ms thrice proclaimed^

£verf one that exalteth himself shall be abased,

and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted."

From the representation now given of a Christian

in his tempers towards his fellow-creatunes, it is

evidetit that he must prove a blessing to every one
about him. Who would not rejoice to have that

Inan for his superior, or relation, his acquaintance^

neighbour, or domestic servant, in whom so many
Excellent qualities unite f who is sincere, just, mer-
ciful, meek, candid, benevolent, and ready to for-

^ve every wrong done to him ; yet, in the posses-

sion of so much substantial goodness, is free from
an self-admiration or vanity, amidst the applause he
receives ; not preferring himself to others, or evcA
thinkinQ;" he has attained, but pressing forwards,

ashameci of his small progress ; and, penetrated with

a sense of his own vifeness, taking the lowest place.

What Jewish enmity agdnst Christ, what infernal

hatred of righteousness and true holiness must fill

the heart, which does not delight in such a charaoo

ler^ and extol, as the rich giit of God, that gospel

whichibnns and suppc»ts it

!

Such is not the ideal picture of what a Christian

should be, but the daily life of thousands, and of all

who have a scripture title to that highly venerable

name. Faith in the Son of God, as their atoning

sacrifice, and tlic Lord their righteousness, through

H H

«
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the influence of the Holy Ghost, produces this di-

vine truastormaiioQ ot soul, ibi& new oreatioa ia

Christ Jeras.

PRAYER,

Suited to the preoediii^ Subject

WE bless thee, O Lord our God, for all thy

loving kindness to the children of men. We
thank tliee that we are so strictly charged to abhor
all that IS hurtful to our fellow -creatures, and prac*

tice whatever is beneficial to them^ When we csAl

to remembrance the time past, w c feel, alas! much
cau!>e to be ashamed. Every relation, friend, mi
neighbour, testify against us« How destitute were we
once of all Christian tempers, and how sadly defec**'

tive in them are we still ! We cannot tell how often

we have offended against trutli, justice, and love,

always due from us to our neighbour. We re-

meiuber these our fiiults, we are ashamed, and
ab ibc ourselves, and look to our great and merciful

High- priest, to obtain our pardon through his blood.

Kever let us forget how often we have done evil, how
often neglected to do good to thy creatunes, whom
we ought to have loved as we do oursdves* De*
biroub of offending thee no more, by sinning against

our neighbour, we beg thy help to conquer our cor*

ruption. May we never more deceive or dissem^

ble ; never be injurious to others for filthy lucre

sake. In every hour of peculiar temptation to dis-

honesty, withhold us from doing evil. Open our

eyes to see so clearly that it will provoke thy dispka«

sure, and ruin our soub, that we may be ever kept

from being unrighteous, either in a great matter or a

sniaU* May all who live with us be witnesses to
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our integrity. To integrity may we add brotherly

kindness and charity ; be glad to contribute to feed

the kungrjs and clothe the naked, to visit the father,

less said widows in their affliction, to instpuct the

ignorant, give protection to the injured, and deliv-

erance to those oppressed with wrong. Above all,

may our bowels yearn over those who are ready to

perish ; may we watch for opportunities to do good
to their souls, and fervently commend them to thy

mercy.
Form and fashion us to exercise charity in judging

of the characters of ihen. Help here. Lord, with

all might ; O quench that hdiish fire within, which
inflames our tongues with bitterness. Deliver us
from that hypocrisy, which instantly takes great of-

fence at the mote in our brother's eye, whilst the

bbom is in our own. By thy almighty grace save

vs from this hateful spirit. Make us kind, tender-

hearted, and very pitiful. Set before us the exam-
pie of the meek and. lowly Jesus, that we may be
ashamed of peevishness and passion ; that we may
be galled with self-reproach, and confess how much
wc grieve the Spirit of God, when our actions,

words, or looks, are not governed by the law of
kindness. .

-

WhatevCT we suffer from the contempt, hatred, or
malice of men, may we, through the help of our God,
bear it with patience, and return good for evil.

What is impossible with men, enable us to do,
tfurough the knowledge of Christ, crucified for his

enemies, and praying for his murderers. And after

we have pci severed in the constant observance of
truth and justice, in the exercise of meekness,
mercy, and love to all men, O may we be found
clethed with humility ; may we take the lowest
place, and esteem every one better tlian ourselves.

Thus, as trees of righteousness of tlie Lord's plant*
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inpT, may we brinp forth every good fruit, tholsieii,

seeing our i^ood works, may glorify our Father

which is in Heaven, Grant these our requests, for

the iake of Jesus Christ, our Medi^tcur and ^k-

deemer. Amen*

SUNDAY XXXIV.

CHAP. XXXIV.

' The Dutf of 91 Christian in a married State.

We have takcQ a view of the Christian in those

teaipers which he bears towards ail mankind, ^n-
cerity, justice, mercy, meekness, candour, love, and

humility. We proceed to consider him ii^ the dts*

charge of duties w hich he ow es from a peculiar near-

ness of relation, in the married state, and with res-

pect to his kindred and servants. These connexions

are ordained by divine Providenpe, in order that i|

mutual observation of the duties arising from them

might prove a source of greater comfort than coui4

otherwibe be enjoyed.

In each of these relations the knowledge of tlie

LcHd Jesus Christ is of sinf^lar advantage, not only

by pointing out the extent of each relative duty with

more clearness^ but my making a violation oi it ap-

pear more criminal than it ever does tp men ignf»-

lant of Christian principles.

With regard to the married state, the mutual du^

ties ot hubbands and wives are tidelity and love ;
the

distinct support and government on the bushaod's

part ; on the wife's, assistance and obedience.

Fidelity to the marriage-bed is equally bound on
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bothpartes bj tjie injuTiage-cqvenant; because, by
this union, they become each others property ; so

that, if either yield to the embraces of another, the

covenant is annuiieid, a divorc^i ought to follow, aud
the high displeasure of God is iocurred; ^^Fof
whoremongers and adulterers he will judge.'*

In the eyes of all, thercioic, who revere the au-

thority of God, lewdness in the marriage-state is a
crime of great enormity. So far must Christian

. husbands and wives be from injuring each other by
defiling the marriage- bed, that they must be free

from every thing in their air, dress, or discourse

which savojiirs of wantonness, or woiild encourage

loose desires. Whatever has this tendency, howe«
ver fashionable, they will shun as of hateful 'ti§Wdeni

cy, contrary to the marriae^e- contract. In their

judgment it will be no su$cieat observation of

ix>njugal fidelity barely to 'abstdn from adulterous

commerce ; they must maintain a purity of heart,

and detest what betrays the want of it, foolish

jesting.

Kothing less than this is required on the man's
part to keep his marriage vow inviolate ; and on the

woman's, to shew a clu ste conversation, a chity

equally incumbent on bolh : and for either to trans-

gress here, is to despise the plain command of God,
jand his benevolent, everlasting ordinance.

To fidelity must be added mutual love, for love

is the life of man inge, without which it differs as

much from the comfortable society our gracious

Qod intended to establish by it, as servitude from
freedom. When this union was first made in para-

dise, it was immediately declared, that as s^on as

p\cr the bonds of marriage took place amongst the

posterities of Adam, they should prove stronger than

the bonds of nature : A man shall forsake even hb
fethcr and mother, and cicav^ to his wifi^" Like
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die two pieces of wood vdiich God commands Ea«-
kid to join together, and they became one in his

hand. KzekicI xxxvii. So nuirriajE?;e was ordained

as ail including rind, to make oi two persons one.

iesh ; from which union there ought to flow a con*

staiit circulation of kind offices and endearing atten-

tifjns, as the vitial juices flow through the natural

body ; consequently husbioids and wives, though
blameless in point of conjugal fidelity, are still very
gtilty, if they live in indifference towards each other.

A failure in point of affection docs not, it is grant-

ed, break the marriage bond, as adultery; yet it

defeats one principal end of its institution : for it

was designed to unite the hearts of the married pair,,

and to produce a consummate friendship from the
pleasiiig combination of two persons, whose interests

are by tliis means made invariably the same. But,

instead of these advantages, want of love in either

party perverts the state of marriage into a most griev-

ous burden and bondage.

Great strt ss is therefore laid upon this matter ia

tlie rule of a Christian's duty. Husbands and wives

are commanded to shew the most aftectionate regard
to each other. The precept is immediately address-

ed to husbands, but it equally applies to wives.

So ought men to love their wives as their own
bodies. He that loveth his wife, loveth himself!

For no man ever yet hated his own flesh, but nour-

ishcth and chcrisheth it, even as the Lord the

church," Ephes. v. In this command, observe the .

quick feeling which every man has of the least hurt

done to his body, the constant aversion to every

thing which would give it pain, and the incessant

desire of its health and comfort, are chosen to re-

present the strength, delicacy, and perpetuity of

conjuf^al afiection.

And aa the body partakes no less ofyour care and
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love» on account cither of its weakness, deformity,

or disease, so no disagreeable qualities or perverse

humours on either side can justify the other party

in withholding the tribute of love« These faults

indeed make it very difficult to behave with proper

tenderness , and prove a severe trial of faitli and pa-

tience, which yet, in the end, will certainly get the

victory*

Th^ tender affection is finely taught the husband
in the conclusion of tlic precept, l)y directing him to

copy the love of Christ for his church in his own to

his wife. As if it liad been said, you abundantly

experience the care and affection of your Saviour^

and see it exercised over vour fellow-Christians

;

you see how he bears with your iafirniities, and

with many things in y(3u exceedingly wrong and di^*

tasteful to him ; yet he grows not cold to your wel-

fare, nor rejects you from among his children.

Shew you, tlicreiore, the same tenderness to each

Other, which the whole church experiences from its

head, and never think yourselves at liberty to yield xm

moroseness, or live without endearing expressions

of mutual love.

Further, husbands and wives, who are Christians,

must have their affection for each other spiritualf

both in its foundation and effects. It must not be
built chiefly on beauty of person, for this is one of*

the most fleeting things in nature, and incapable^

even whilst it lasts, to maintain its enchanting power.
Very often those who come together in rapture,

^
enamoured with each other's form, soon grow cuol

J
in their regard, and hate one another as forcibly as

;they loved at first. Nor can there be any security

^
that this will not sooner or later prove the case, when «

the cause of affection is so mean and sensual.

^
But, suppose even c^ood sense, good manners, and

a temper formed for ineadshipv engage the parties
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to marry ; even these amiable accomplishtnents, ua*

less higher considerations concur, leave them in

danger of taking great disgust, and living unhappily

together. For these accomplishments perfectly

coincide with excessive love of pleasure, of tlie

world, of independence. Hence it often comes to

pass, that husbands and wives, wlio have no better

foundation of their mutual love than diose agreeable

qualities by which they vwe so pleasing to each

other on their first intimacy, are very miserable to-

g'ether at last. They find more restraint than they

expected, and less entertainment ; they cease study-

ing to please, and evil tempers, before concealed^

break out. Especially when misfortune produces a

bitter change of condition, frequentl} the well-bred,

sensible, agreeable husband and wife, changes with

their circumstances, and grows a peevish, complain*

ing, irksome companion.
The affection of Christian husbands and wives

must stand upon a firmer basis. The husband must

love his wife, not chiefly for her beauty, manners,

or even tlie affection she bears to him, but as a

creature of God, entitled by their union (which

is of divine origin) to his tender afiection. The
Cliristian wife also must love her husband, not on

account of the superiority of his understanding, the

applause he receives, the honour of his condition, or

the love he has for herself, but in obedience to the

will of God, holy, just, and good, which requires her

to dwell in love with her husband, with whom she

is become one person. Where conjugal afiection ia

not thus secured by conscience towards God, a

thousand unforeseen accidents may raise a storm ol

contention ; and some bitter expressions may escape

in the heat of passion, which will eat as does a can^

ker, consuming all enjoyment of the marriage state,

if they do not cause aa open separation.
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Husbands and wives, on the contrary, governed

ky the authoriqr and love of Christ, will be strongly

iinited in the common source of their felicity, and
the object of their highest adoration ; for here they

find a constant uaaltcrabk reason for mutual esteem

.and iov««

SUNDAY XXXV^ '

CHAP. XXXT.

Christian's Duty in the marriage Statd.

As the ground of affection between Christian husi

bands and wives must be spiritual, so must the tx#

prcssions and proofs of it. To be solicitous only

m procuring a comfortable provision for yoiir wife,

that she may not be left destitute or dependent, whetit

your diligence or frugaUty might prevent it, is the

affection every man mu^t feel, who is not sunk be*

Heath a brute. On the other hand, the wife majr

txpress love to her husband by a most discreet

management of the family, by cheerfully doing her

utmost for its welfare, and by studying to make his

life and home agreeable, yet be void of the least sav-

our of Christian knowledge. Mutual and earnest

endeavours to please each other are often found
whe re the parties do a thousand things in open defi-

ance of God's authority, and, instead of meek re-

monstrance, or disapproving silence on either sid^^
* they remain very well satisfied with eadh other's

conduct. A perfidious sort of love this is, though
every where prevalent* A confederacy against the

truth and govenutient of God, by which they

It
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«tren^1icn one another iQ unbelief and prolaneMasi^
'

and are principal instruments of each other's endless

misrrv.

In a niamier quite the reverse, will the afibction of

Christian husbands and wives fbr each other be dia^

covered. Their spiritual good will be a chief and
niutiial concern. Thev will be tender-hearted in-

spectors of each other's conduct, meekly corxecting

errors, which unnoticed would have struck root, or

poiutinfT out faulta before thejr are confirmed intoha-

bits. Thev will converse together on the power, the

g)orv, the niii^htiness of God's kingdom, to increase

tlicir knowledge of bis excellencyt and love of his

name. They wiil prompt each other to holy vigi«

lance, and a diligent care and labour lo please God,
and encourage that sort of acquaintance and inti-

mates, whose principles, seatioK nts, and tempers^

are animating and exemplary. As the nuptial union

gives the parties much influence to be either greatly

bc] \ iccable or hurtful to each other's eternal inter-

ests, they must look upon themselves as bound in

conscience to use all their weight against the corrup*

tions ofthe heart, against pride^ unbelief, and workily

lusts, through which their salvation is most cndaa-

gercd.

Thus, with unspeakable advantage. Christian

husband and wives prove the spiritual nature c£

their conjugal affection : sure to find it equally con-

stant in youth and age, sickness and health, indi-

gence or plenty, lastuig as their abode together, and

redounding to theiradvancement in eternal glory af*'

ter death.
' True believers in Christ are the only persons capa-

ble ol dwelling in the mutual exercise of such spin^-

ual and permanent affection ; since they only confess

their innate depravity, and, under an humbling sense

•f tlieir vileuess, u^ac with success the mcaiib rf
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grace. They know how to persevere in importunate

praver for the reinissioO'K>f each other's sins, for

daily supplies of stren^h against temptations, and
help under various infii niities. These their devout

sentiments and practices prove a fruitful source of

Mutual endearments they forcibly impress upon
them 4>oth the idea that they are connected by no*

bier ties than those of wedlock, that thev are ehil-

dren of one heavenly Father, servants of one graci-

V ous Lord, members of his body, and heirs together

of the grace of life.

A full persuasion of a common interest in such
inestimable priviieiJ^s is of powerful influence to

unite even strangers to each other, at &rst view, in

the bonds of friendship ; and can instantly create de-
lip^t in each (^er^s compan\ and welfare. Judge
then the efficacy of this kuouiedgv, win u inert iistd

and enlivened bv daily prayer. It is a prevention of
indifference to each other, and both persuades and
inclines to love fervently.

We may observe also, that satiety often prcn-es the

bane of conjui^al affection. The parties glow in:^ipid

to each other upon more acquaintance ; the husband
become«» more reserved, or the \^ ife loses.her vivaci-

ty ; in either case they are weary of each other. Bat
the spiritual life of believers in Jesus prevents this

satiety. An infinite grandeur in the objects oi their

common £uth, the importance of their nuptial union
with respect to them, joined to mutual desire of ob-
•taiiiiiig salvation, will not suffer that stagnation to

take place in the married state, which otherwise ire*

quently follows.

Further, strife and contention often first cod,
and then destroy conjugal affection ; but the de-

vout exercises, in which real Christians constantly

engage, e&ctually prevent this melancholy estrange-

ment jGrpm each otb^«. Should variaiice in any cpT
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gree arise, they are checked, they are sharply up**

D' vddt d ill their own consciences ; they have both
offended and grieved their best friend : Before hisr

throne of grace they are to appear, where they la«

ment their failings, and beg their trespasses may not
he imputed, but forgiven, as llit-y forgive every of-

f^m^ against themselves : Ueiice they find it easy to

make merciful aUowmices to each other : to divide
the blame, instead of placing it all to one side, bb
pride and self-will prompt men to do, thus inflaming

the quarrel* With unieigned self abasement they
will confess their depravity, froip which they are so
ready to kindle into rage, where Christian patience

w ould scarcely be moved. By these concessions,

contention ceases soon, and from mutual self-con-

demnation arises a desire ot greater vigilance to

guard against passion, and more earnest prayer tor^

be kept for the future in harmony and love. <

Though the vehement fondness, therefore, for

e^ch other, which usually precedes the nuptial

union, and flourishes for a time after it, may wear-

off, yet the married pair, who, in the scripture*

phrase, are joined together in the Lord, may be

sure a solid tender affection will ever remain ; an af-

fection true and rehaed, su£pient to produce sub*

stantial comfort, and ripening moi« and more as chef

improve themselves in every divine attainment.

Besides mutual fidelity and love, the common
duty of botli parties in the conjugal state, there are

some offices peculiar to the husband, others to the*

wife ; and the conscientious discharge of these res-

. pectively will be strictly regarded by the faithful in

Christ Jesus.

'i 4ie husband's peculiar province is to govern \

For the husband is the head of the wife, even as

Christ is the head of the church," Ephes. v. Whe«
the hubband, therefore^j ceases to presici(?^ giviug
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his authority to the wife, he transgresses no less than

a military officer, who should surrender the honour of

his command to the impertinent intrusion of his in*

ferior. But then as the head hath no interest distinct

from the other parts ot the l>od\', nor imy advantage

overthem (unless the care of direction, and providing

for them one), so the husband has no interest se«

parate from his wife. ' The authority intrusted hi his

hands by our God is desi,i^ned for the ciu ectioii and
welfare of the wife ; it never, therefore, can be exer-

cised by a husband who fears God, but to this excel-

lent end. Never with arbitrar v dominion, as tyrants

rule slaves ; but with such a benign influence, as the

soul exerts ox er the body : lor ilie command to the

Christian church is, So ought husbands to love

tiieir wives, even as their own bodies. He that lov«

«th his wife, lov eth himself, for no man ever yet hat-

•d liis own fl( sh, but loveth it, and nourisheth i^

even as the Lord the church." So that the axuhori-

ty lodged with the husband, by being managed ac-

cording to the appointed order, instead of proving
burdensome or uneasv to the wife, shall become a

.source of greater peace and good to both.

Another peculiar branch of the husband's duty, is

to furnish his wife with things necessary and con-

venient, according to his rank in life. He must ex-

press alacrity in letting her share the advantages he

jpossesses, and convince her he receives pleasure in

seeing her use, within the limits of Cbris^tian mode-
lation, his abundance.

The peculiar duty of the wife, which every real

Christian from conscience towards God will observe,

is to . aid and comfort her husband in the midst of

his business and labour. The good management
of a family is a thing quite different from making
provision for it. The former, in general, depends

jphiefly upon the wife; the latter is the husband's
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vided ; and if either neglect their respective dwly,

much lubs and conl iision will foiloWf which mun lage

was desigaed to prevent*

. A Chnstian wife, therefore, will not conform td

oomipt custom, and affect to be above the care of

ker family, as if she was made only to dress, visit,

or, like a picture, be admired. Slie will look well

to the ways of her household, and not eat die bread

of idleness.. She will give her husband a solid tesU%

lonv of her affection for liim, by bein^r careful to

see his income, or the fruit of his labour, is not ex*

travagantly consumed ibr want icmak inspectioa

slhome*
A second insteinoe of duty peciilear to the wife^

IS obedience to her husband. When our common
mother sinned through vain desire of being as the

gods, she not only faoied of the very end at which

she ainoed, but her {mud desire of jM^eminence was

made a reason of degrading; her. ** And thy desire

shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee,'^

Gen. iii. Whenever, therefore, the wife affects to

rule, QX refuses to submit to tlie authority of her

husband, she resists the ordinance of God ; she ex-

alts herself, in contempt of the divine decree pub-

lished immediately after Eve's transgression, and

confirmed again by the Holy Ghost ^^As the

. ehurch is subject toChrist*' (acknowledging andsub*

mitling to his authority, though contrary to natural

inclination), " so let the wives be to tlieir own hus-

bands in every thing." In every instance, where

the command of the husband does not contradict the

command of God, the wife is obHged to comply, aiid

without a murmur give up her own will.

I f it be urged, tliat the wife has frequently more

understanding and ability to govern than the bus*

Hiuid, and on tliis account ought to be c:icuscd frQua
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. Kvifig in subjection, the amwer is obvious ; die hatK
liberty to use her superior wisdom in giving counsel,

and producing such reasons as are proper to correct

a mistaken judgment But if her advice is not ac«

cepted, subjection is her duty; for if more iSbsok

to give advice was allowed on accoimt of greater

wisdom, authority would then be founded on supe-

riority of understanding ; a notion big with confu*

mon. For suppose a servant, as is often the fiict^.

endued with more capacity, and grace too, than his,

master, would it not be insufferable insolence, should

he urge this as a reason for refusing to be any longer

vnder control, which, on another account, was m-^

disputably his duty, viz. Jf^m his station in life?

An attempt, therefore, to gain the ascendency is an

attempt to subvert the order which the sovereign

Giver of all wisdom has appointed. Base return for

bis bounty ! The Christian rule is positive against

such an usurping spirit : the command is, Let the

wife see that she reverence her husband.'* in op-

position Id natural pride, let her carefully check* the

first desire to have her own will, and see she be not
wanting in submission ; for this behaviour is most
becoming a woman professifig godliness. Let her

remember that God, the author of tlie marriage state^

jbas appointed this subordination.

Such are the excellent tempers which husbands
and wives must possess, and the extent of tliat duty
which they mubt practice.

It often happens that one of the parties is brought
to the knowledge <^ Christ, whilst the other remains
in unbelief and bitter prejudice against the life and
power of godliness. In this case, much of the com-
fort the nuptial union should produce must be lost.

Here, instead of assbting each othar in their noble

endeavours to please God, the believing husband or

wife will find a severe crosi» iix tlie idle discourse,
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vain company, and low pursuits in which the utt-

be litving party can only take pleasure. Yet, in this

trying situation, the power of faith will display itself

to great advantage ; it will produce an invincible

meekness, and a patient expectation, in love, that

God peradventure may give repentance, to the ac-

knowledgment of the truth. It will excite to greater

circumspection in behaviour, that the mind disaffect-

ed to the truth and service of God may be won over;

it will Excite frt quent and earnest prayer, that, bemg

already united by wedlock, they may become also

•ne spirit in die Lord; a prayer frequently answered.

• SUNDAY XXXVI.

' *
' CHAP. XXXVI.

.... The natural Duty of Parents and Children.

The nearest connexion, after the nuptial union^

and often springing from it, is that between parents

and their children. From this relation, parents are

indispensably obliged to provide for their etenfal

welfare. And all real Christians will give great

attention to this matter. They are required to do

so. " These words," saitli the Lord, " which 1 com-

mand thee this day, shall be in thine heart, and thou

shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and

shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thy house,

and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou

liest down, and when thou risest up, Deut vu God
established a testimony in Jacob, and appointed a

Taw in Israel, which he commanded our fathers that
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iihey should make them known to their children, that

the ^neration to come might know them, even the

children which should be bom ; who should arise

and declare them to their children, that th^ might
set their hope in Grod» and not foi^t the works of
God, but keep his commandments." Thus em-
phatically does scripture enjoin parents to bring up
their children in the nurture and admonition of the

Lord/' as the. grand means of preserving the know-
ledge of iGrod, ms works, and truth, amongst men*

This injunction is solemnly acknowledged by the

covenant into which Christians enter their cliildren^

almost as soon as they are bom. In the ordinance

of baptism, thejr vow to educate them in the service^

and for the honour of their Maker and Redeemer ;

or, if they do not answer in person for their children,

they choose friends who solemnly engage to join with

them in seeing their children properly instructed

;

and by negligence in doing this duty, a reli^ous

rite, which undoubtedly claims God our Saviour

for its author, is turned into a worthless ceremony*
Natural affection also must influence to take much

pains ^OF the salvation of their children* They know
the worth of the immortal soul, otherwise they are

not Christians, but infidels. If then they neglect

die cultivation of its faculties, desirous only to pro-

vide a temporal subsistence, their aflfebtion is not
rational or Christian ; it is no higher than bears and
wolves feel for their young. A rational, a Christian

love for their children, dictates such sentiments as

follow. These tender plants, sprung from our«

selves, possess capacities of knowing, serving, lov*

ing God, and enjoying the vision of him for ever,

if their capacities are not improved to this high-

est end, their existence^ instead of a blessing, will ^

tufn out an insupportable curse. Our loVe for them
makes us think no pains or cost too great to heal
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tlv. m vvlien sick, and provide for their present well-

beuig. But what avails it to secure them (were

able) from the transieat evils of sickness^ pain, and
poverty, if woes endless duration are to be tbeir

final portion ? V \i avails the most ardent affec-

tion, wliich reach
.

nly to the mortal part, if all that

lieth in our pow not done, that, after passing

through the prest * ihoit-Uved sceni^^||iey max
enter eternity in the * our of God ?

Where there is any conviction of the certainty of

the world to come, a small degree of natural affec-

tion will powerfully and constantly sugg^t ^ught^
of this kind, and be followed with Mi^spondent
care in the education of their offspring. But all

Christian parents clearly see the realities of the eter-

nal world ,
they strongly feel their unspeakable im-

portance ; and such love have they to Go^ 9nd maii»

that, was their power equal to uieir kind regards,

there should not remain upon the earth one rebel

against his Maker. They are grieved to see aiiy

perishing, whilst Jesus, mighty to save, and n^^cL-

ful to pardon, b ready to receive, with open^^prm%

all who will come to him for life.

With what stronger force must this benevolent

spirit work tow^ard their own offspring ! How acv

tive must they be to secure their spiritual wel&ne^

which, from paternal love, must be their chid^ qo^
cern ?

Besides, it is the duty of parents, in the first

plaee, to teach their children the knowledge of Qqd
and his word, because they have the charge^rof
forming them, while they are in the fittest state to

receive and to retain good impressions. Should they

neglect this noble opportuiuty of seasoning |t)ieir

minds with the truth of divine revelation, ap profita«

ble to all men, every future method of instruction^

w means of grace, wiii in general fail of having zl
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good effect. For children very soon and naturally

conclude, that what their parents never mention, or

earnestly inculcate, can be of littK^" idvantage to them.

Ifthey have never been taught to >nsider the glori-

ous majesty of God, the absoV fe dependence of
every living thing upon him, his rich bounty and
mercies towards us all, they will attend public wor-

ship in as much ignorance as Pagans bow down be-

fore their dumb idols ; and with an offeniuve levity

and profanencss, which Pagans do not. What
mere babbling also must their prayers in secret be

(if they are directed to pray at all), since they have
never been instructed in the nature of sin, or the

worth of the soul ; never been taught to observe how
great is human weakness and depravity, on which
the need of prayer and divine grace are founded ?

What an invincible obstacle, humanly speakings

must be found in the hearts of young people against

receiving the gospel, where niitural ignorance, pride,

self-will, and unbelief, have been suffered to strength-

en, by their parents' criminal neglect ? Nay, even

aiBictions and misfortimes in the family, the death of
dear relations or intimate friends, generally lose their

effect, where no care has been taken in the educa-

tion of children. These awakening calls, sent from
God to lead men to repentance, and to consider their

transgressions, wherein they have exceeded, make
no useful impression on minds never accustomed to

advert to God their Maker, Governor, and Judge.
' It is true, (adored be his free grace, and the pow-
er of his spirit), some children utterly neglected, and
even depraved to the last degree by their wicked
parents, are daily brought to the knowledge of

Christ. Nevertheless, the prevalence of open pro^i

iiEmeness, and of senseless formality in religion, may
be traced up, as to its springs, in parents utterly

neglecting their children, and must be answered for
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by them. This suggests another motive, whicti

^should engage the study and labour of parents in

Eromoting the salyadon of their children^ The
,ord God takes particular notice of their behaviour

in this matter. Hear the high commendation of

Abraham, the father of the faithful, and the friend of
God- The Lord said, Shall I hide from Abraham
the thing which I do, seeing that Abraham shall

surely become a G^eat and nii^hty nation, and all

the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him ?.

For I know him, that he will command his children

$ind his household after him.^' There were many-

shining excellencies in his character ; but God se-

lects that in which he took peculiar delight, naming
it, together with a repeated promise of Christ|

That Abraham would, above all things, regai4

the religious education of his children, and tkt
lionour of God in bringing them up for his service."

On the other hand , how very awful is the scrip-

lure agcQunt of the indignation God manifests

gainst parents who neglect their children* Thou^
£li was not without the knowledge and fear of God
in some measure liimself ; yet, because his sons

^ade themselves vile, and he restrained them not ;

pnly mildly reproving, when he shou|d have rebuke
^d with all authority and severity ; onty expiessiiig

disapprobation, when he should have warned then^
their peril to persist in their evil ways, and, upon

their obstinate refusal to obey, have executed upon
them the law : for this crime, he is first bvaiided as

an accessary in their huquity, as kicking at the
sacrifice of God, and honouring his sons above
liim." Then a terrible doom is denounced upon
tiis family ; they are to be degraded from their most
honourable office ; they are to he cut off from the
altar, and the iniquity of his house is never to b^
purged, From tlieni tl^at komv n>e?" s^th th^
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Lord, ^^I will- honour, and they idiat- despise

shall be lightly esteemed.'' . ^

From this affecting contrast in the characters of

Abraliam and of Eli, judge how much parents are

concerned diligently to train up their children in thQ

knowledge of God«
Further, the condition in which they are born

lays a strong obligation upon parents to do all in their

power to promote their salvation. What compas*
sion is due to them ! They are bom wholly dis*

tempered^ Do not you see how much grief, anger,

and vexation they feel, even in their childhood, from

rntu^ stubbormiesst passion, envy, pride, and sel-^

^sluuess? Do you not know what these disorders

portend ; what greater troubles and severer conflictf

await them ; what frequent and more cutting vexa-

tions they are to meet with, unlei»s these violent an4
baleful passions are subdued? Areyou not conscious

that the lattent seeds df various lust in their hearts

will by time and occasion grow up, ripen, and
bring forth in abundance every evil work, unless

preventive methods are, in childhood^ seasonably

applied by thos^ who have authority over them ?
Cm you con^der all this, and neglect to bring them,
in the ai*ms of faith and prayer, to the physician of

the soul ? Can you be satisfied, nature should have
its eourae without discipline, without laying salutary

restraints upon them, without repeating to them a
thousand times, in all aflection and earnestness, how
much they need, and ought to seek, his power and
grace^ who oame to save the lost ?

Was a parent to desert his child in a wilderness

infested with ravenous beasts, or full of covered pits,

when his presence, counsel, and experience might
have given protection, would not his barbarity

. shock every humane mind ? But do y on, O parent,

^Qt in a ii^ore tender mamier^ wl|0 leave j our child
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to walk through a world full of enticing objects^

^ smiling only to enslave, and where subtle malicious
foes He in ambush to destroy ? To pass through
such a world, without the light of faith, the defence

of God, the influence of his Spirit ; ignorance of the

foundation of justice, truth, sobriety, chastity, and
a Christian life ; in wlmt strength th^ must be prac-
tised ; why so absolutely required, and what irre-

parable loss follows the violation of these dutits to

the last. A young man or woman entering upon the
stage of life, in ignorance of these things, is as' a
child deserted by its unnatural parent in the howling
desert, and not more likely to escape destruction.

Again, was you, O parent^ to abandon your cliild

to poverty, or see him hastening to a jail, and an in-

famous death, yet use no pains to reclaim him from
his courses, how could you excuse your conduct f
Be noi dccci\ ed

; you are doing so in cftcct, whilst
you despise their souls, and neglect deeply to impress
them with a sense of their duty. For go now, and
ask confined debtors what deprived them of sweet
liberty, their family and society of their labours (a

few cases only excepted), the answer from that place

of wretchedness would be this : No cruel rigour of
our creditors, or losses unavoidable, but head^rong
passions, unchecked by the fear of God, which was
never instilled in our childliood, hrouc^ht us to this

shameful house of our prison. Our parents were
first accessary to our ruin. Some of tliem have liv-

ed to see it, and been tortured by self-accusation oh
our account. Amidst all other instances of their
love for us, tlic grand one was still wanting* ; they
took no pains to give conscience authority, by teach-
ing us God*s work. This would have made us
tremble at those sins, which have destroyed our
peace, our character, our substance, and leave us
jio hope of a better condition in the world to come^ .

thiux we have in this*
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Consider, O parents, with yourselves, how would
you be able to bear such a charge Irom them, who
were intrusted of God to your care, that you might
eiarly instil into their minds the principles of the

. Christian faith, and guide diem into tiie paths of
righteousness.

But should there be parents so hardened in pro-

fane principles, as not to regard what becomes of
their uifspiing after death, provided they prosper

in this world, let then[i hear once more (whether

they will believe it or no), ,the day is coming, when
they must see their relation to their children was con-

stituted for mueh higher ends than to secure them
any worldly advantages, or to keep them from pov-

erty and want. Then, what ^gony will be felt,.when
children call out for justice on their infidel parents^

imputing, in some measure, to their cruelty, the

everlasting miseries which are come upon them?.

They kept the dreajdful danger out of sight, . they

suffered their passions to rule, they joined in extolU
ing pleasure, riches, honour, and power; but never
exposed the mischief, uifamy, and ruin, inseparable

from obstinate disobedience to God* How insuf-

ferable the anguish,, when, children, with, bitter

imprecations, will rage against their father and mo-
ther, and curse the da} in which they were born to

them ; born finally to aggravate their misery, by "

perishing all together !
,

The united force of tli^se various obligations and
heart-affecting considerations should make all Chris-

tian parents do what lies in their power to prepare

their offspring.to receive the truth of God, in the use

of those methods on which they may expect 1m
Messing.
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SUNDAY XXXVU.

CHAP. XXXVII.

The same Subject contiaued.

The duty of ail Christian parents to instruct —
children in the knowledge of God has been laid be-
fore you. Bui us the capacities of men differ no
less than their condition, it is accordingly the duty
of some, and what will undoubtedly be required at
their hands, to bestow more time and pains on this
matter than others are^ capable of doing, though ever
so desirous.

Poor people will discharge their duty to their chilw
dren by correcting them, from their infiincy, for
stubbminess and quarrelling, for lying, using bad
words, for pilfering in the least degree, and f or every
mark of a cruel dispoijition

; by frequently telling
them, it is a good and gracious God who gives their
parents strength to earn food for them ; that his eyes

^ in everyplace, beholding tiie evil and the ^ood,
that he may give to every one according to his do-
5ngs, when he shall judge the world; that this gloii^
ous God will ever love, bless, and comfort those
who fearand love him, and their fellow creatures ; but
wdl punish, with inconceivable pains, all the ungod-
ly, for doing the things, and living in the tempers,
which he hates, and hath forbidden.
Every poor day-labourer, who loves God, has it

fartherinhispower to teach his children to pray morn-
mgand evening; to tel! them the Bible is the word
of God, which mustjudge them, and all Christians,"
and which thty must obey and love ; to carry them
to church on the Lord's day, and keep them from
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|^ro£uiiQg it. When these things are enforced by
good example, there is little doubt but the children

of the poor will, in general, be much restrained

;

they will have u conscience well informed, and tread

in the steps oi their poor, but ri^ht hoiiourable pa-

rents ; and where so little time can be spared from
hard and continual labour, and .the understanding be
so little improved, this, I qiprehend, may be es^

teemed a full discharge of their duty towards their

children, whilst they are very young.

When years have ripened their minds, all who be*

lieve in Jesus, however poor, will be able to enlarge

their instructions which they give to them : they

will assure them, their own consciences nc \ cr were

purged from guilt, till they depended on the atone-

ment made on<the cross, and pleaded that alone for

their pardon before God ; that they have obtained

victory over their own wickedness, and violent tem-

pers, in his strength and power ; that they liave been

preserved in much peace from worldly fears and
anxiety for their bread, by seeking, in the first place,

the kingdom of God, and his righteousness, and by
casting all their care upon liim.

In the middle ranks of life, a better education

qualifies parents to go much beyond the poor in this

important matter. Such persons, therefore, must
not only use the methods of instruction above men-
tioned to form in their children a love for truth, jus-

tice, and mercy, a desire to serve and please God,
but study to make divine knowledge pleasant to

them. This may be done with great success by
using not books so much as outward objects and par-

ticular occurrences, which will give a body and sub-

stance to religious truths ; and, by proper attention,

a most agreewle variety of instances may be chosen,

which will take in the several grand branches of di*

vine knowledge.
L L
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To explain my idea at laree ; the first diiog in
which all children should be moroughly instructed

is, that God is good and gracious, and the earth full

of his goodness. To imprint deeply this delightful

truth, point out to them, in the spriog^ the whole
country arrayed in beau^, and coveted with the

bounty of God : tell them, they art At^dbuds which
il/ op fatness ; that it is /lis sun which inaparts gt- iiial

warmth to make the ground produce its fruits ; that

he causcth the grass to grow for the cattle, and herb

for the service ofman, and giveth bread to strength-

en man's heart, and oil and wine to make him of a
cheerful countenance : tell them, that could they sefc

the vast extent of divine goodness, they would see

innumerable myriads in heaven above, in tbe earth

beneath, in the waters under the earth, ail sustained

by him alone. In autumn, when the fields are filled

with standing sheaves of corn, and trees bend un-

der their load of fruit, draw aside the veil of ignor-

ance, and fix their attention upon God, the invisible,

yet adie Authcv of all the pleAty around them.
In winter, frequent opportunities occur of bring-

ing^ the elements to bear witness to their Maker^s
glory. When frost hardens the eartli as iron, and
congeals the flowing stream into solid ice, shew
your children how passive the whole creation lies in
the hand of its Maker. When the intense cold is

distressnig, and icy particles, like darts, pain our
frail body, that we are scarcely able to stand before
them, p^nt dut the sudden change of the scene ; in

an instant " he bloweth with his wind, and the wa-
ters How agam." And wlien liis snow covers the

face of the earth, and seals men up in their dwelling

;

lead them to observe how suddenly at his word it

' dibsolvesi having answered the benevolent purpose
for whieh it was jsent. Pursuing the same method,
when you have tola ^ our children -gf ilie excecdujg
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gr§at power of God, aad what a. dreadful thing it is.

to fait into his hands, repeat the salutary instruction

when his thunder has shaken your dwelling, and the

arrows of his lightninj^ have passed before their eyes,

or when his tempestuous wind has left in the neigh-

bourhood some traces of its ra^* Then is the time^

with a pleasing, yet solemn air, to assure them that

fire and vapour, snow and haii, storm and itniptbt,

wild as they seem to us, move only as Ciod appoints

their course, with more exactness than the best train-

ed troops obey the signal of their commander ; that

though the earth should be moved, and the hills he
carried into the midst of the sea, the Lord of Hosts

is with his obedknt people, the God ol^ Jacob is

their refuge.

Thus, by pointing out to your children the invisi-

ble God, working in all thei^e most sensible changes,

and furnishing their minds vviUi sublime scriptures,

in whicli he asserts his own immediate absolute do«.

minion over fire and water, earth and air, n^ien and
angels, you will make his creation the great book
of instruction. By this 'method of teaching, the

truth has a body and a substance. And diough they

would feel it an iricsome task to get a catechism by
heart, and would yawn over a mere lesson in divji-

nity, they will clearly apprehend, and hear with en-

tertainment, a description of the wisdom, power, and

goodness of God, exemplified before their eyes.

Lectures of this kind, repeated not too frequendy,

(lest they should surfeit children, a thing gready to

be guarded against), but at such intervals as

these various appearances occur, will early form
your children to adore their great Creator, and im-
press them with a sense of his presence and agency
ill every place. Tlius, in the most rational manner,

and in obedience to your Maker's conmiand. you

will talk of himi and his works, and truth, when

Digitized by Google



COMPLETE DUTY OF MAN.

you go out| and when yau come in, wben yov sit

down, and when you rise up."
Another truth, early and often to be inculcated,

which young children are able to understand, and
will feel, is, that sleep, health, and strength, are the

gifts of God. And this you will make indisputable^

by taking an opportunity of carrj'ing them to the

bedside of a brother, sister, or playmate, when sick

and in pain. Immediately after the visit, tell thenr

you waited for this opportunity to convince them of
the truth they have been taught, that it i$ God who
makcth blck and maketh well. This instruction will

have more weight, upon their own recovery from
languishing disease and pain, to the enjoyment of

health and strength.

It is no less useful to teach children that life and
death are, like sickness and ]:)ain, the appointment of
God. The time to realize this truth is, wiieii the

awful report is just brought to their ears, that a ser-

vant, friend, or neighbour, well known to your chil-

dren, is dead* Then the circumstances ofthe deceas-

ed immediately before death, the advice of physicians

without any benefit, the grief of friends and rela-

tions, are ail to be urged as sensible proofs that God
taketh away our breath in infancy, youth, or riper

years, just as he sees fit, and dmt none can deliver

out of his hands.

At the same time, you should be mindful to tell

your children what the news they have heard, Such
a one is dead^ means. Then assure them, that to
die is to pass out of a changing world into one un-
chaneeahle, to he happy or miserable in a deoree in-

conceivable, according to what the deceased has been,
and done; that to the unbelieving, proud, and
wicked, whether rich or poor, king^ or beggars,

death is the beginning ol sorrows ; but to every one

who ha$ lived and beUeved in the Lord Jesus Christ,
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it is the trambtion of the soul to the perfection of
holiness and joy for ever more.

Should it please God to bring your own children

]i]M» apparent danger of death, yet spare them, you
must not omit telling them how you felt their pain,

and hung over their bed with tears, but could give

them no relief ; how you made your prayer to God,
by whose power alone they were healed : Or should

either of you, their parents, be brought back from
tfce benders of the grave to embrace your offspring,

then is the season to imi>ress their minds with a con-

viction that the Lord of Ufe and death hath recover-

ed you in tender mercy, to be still the guide of their

youth, their affectionate counsellor, and best earth-

ly friends. This has a powerful tendency to work
upon their gratitude, and lead them to love the name
of the Lord, who is kind to them in a matter so

greatly aflbcting their weii'are.

SUNDAY XXXVIIL

CHAP. XXXVIII.

Oil jthc Education of Childicii.

The methods of instrnction pointed out above
should be used, and the several grand truths above
mentioned should be inculcated by the time they

have reached to the age of fourteen. After this

period, they are generally capable of perceiving the

force of the capital arguments upon whieh a Chris-

tian life is to be supported against ail opposition

from without or within. Now, their faculties are

able also to receive those important doctrines, which
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fkw can understand before. It £dUows, therefore^

that if parents are spared till they see their offspring:

so far advanced, duty now requires of them, and
they will be exceedingly criminal, should they neg-

lect to inculcate the absolute obligation

us to love God, to delight in his word agd service |
the folly, weakness, misery, and sin of pe^vjshnesi^

discontent, passion, pride, envy, revenge lejwdfiess,

or a worldly, selfish, covetous spirit. ^ * '

'

By this time, also, your children wiUJ^I^^m-
mitted so many fiiults, have been so oE^W^^c!^
or sharply rebuked for them, and only resti^ained,

contraiy to natural inclination, from committing

more and greater, that you will have various and '

stron|^ proofs to convince them they ave to^|ly^cpr«

nipt m their nature, disaffected to the goverhns^e^

and will of God, and full of vile propensities. No^
produce the scripture character of fallen man: **The
heart of the sons of men is full of evil, and madness
is in their heart while they live. We all like sheep

have gone astray, we have turned every one to his

own wav." •

To prove how truly they nnd their manners are

thus described, tell them wliat vigilance, and care,

and correction, and restraint have been used widi

them from their infancy, to conquer their innate

evil, and incliae them to love God and man. Then
appeal to their consciences, whether after all they do

not find vile tempers ready to get the mastery, though

they dare not suffer them to break out, jhit ksp^ pf

your displeasure. Whilst you are thus unansiiM?*

ably proving their base spirit, you must do it with

tender love, lest, by seeming to upbraid, their pride

should be inflamed, and their prejudice increased

against the truth. And the use you are immediately

to make of this discovery, is to prove to them tre

great need of a Redeemer* For after having ma4c
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4t evident, as they caiuiot deny, that in a thousand
instances they have done presumptuously what God
halh forbiddLQ, and Uikc n plca:^urc in so doing ; after

proving the compiication of folly, injustice, ingrati-

tude, and rebellion against God, which has been in

their conduct ; they will easily see the all-important

conclusion, that it did not become him, by whom
are all things, and for whom are all thinp^s, to pardon

such sinful creatures, and bring them to glory v\ ith*

out an atonements which should remain, not only in

time, but thrdbgh all eternity, a demonstration of
his infinite abhorrence of sin, whilst he was giving

salvation to men ruined by it ; that without shedding

of blood there could be no remission, nor any other

vtsiy than through Christ crucified, for the wisdom,
justice, and mercy of God, to obtain a joint triumph
in the salvation of man.
Now also is the time to explain to them the great

things revealed in scripture ; that the Redeemer ia

God, though he dwelt amongst men in the likeness

of sinful flesh, and died on the cross, that ail who
believe in him might be pardoned, sanctified, and
saved ; that no morality or religion (where the gos^

pel is proclaimed) can be acceptable to the Father,

however men extol it, which is not practised in en-

tire dependence upon Christ tlie Mediator.

One point more your chiidrtn are now very capa-

ble of understanding from holy writ, viz. their in-

ability, without the grace of God, to live as his word
absolutely requires. Observe to them how often

they have broken their resolutions, acted against

their strongest convictions, been sorry for so doing,

strove eamestlv to make themselves better, and yet

were constantly defeated, still only the more en-

tangled, vexed, and guilty in their own eves. Tell

them, this always is and must be the case till the

Spirit of God is implored, and their whole confidence
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placed in his power and influence : that God, know-
ing our weakness, has commanded us to ask and
seek for his teachings guidance, and defence. Desire

• them to make the experiment ; to have done with

placing any dependence on vows, promises, and

good resolutions; to pray, as creatures without

Strength, and utterly depraved, for the Sptirit ofGod

;

and conclude with assuring them, that in tUs veiy
manner you yourself make application for power to

lead a Christian life, and succeed.
' V Cliristian parents, who have had a liberal educa-

tion, ought certainly to use many other methods
widi their children when advancing towards man*
hood, in order to form their principles and practice

accordinc^ to the word of God. At this season of

life, it will be of admirable use to remark upon crimi*

nals doomed to an ignominious death. Let your
children often hear tliat these enormous ofienders, in

general, were early despisers of God's word, his Son,

and j^racc ; tho c tore tlieir sins soon j^ew to an hor-

rid size. Help them to trace the gay pleasure-loving

young woman from her first dislike of seriousness

and religion, to the loss of her honour, her friends,

and all comfort : till her huuds are imbrued in mur-

dering the offspring of her lust. Poait out to them

the robber, thief, perhaps assassin in embryo, in the

youth of high spirit, infected witli the leprosy of

lewdness, a passion for gaming, or a proud desire

of appearing above his equals. Mark out to them
the effects of self-will, from its impatience of control

under tutors and parents, at last delivering up the

man ofsense, education, and fashion, to be hanged

like a do,^.
'

It is incumbent upon you, in this alarming man-
ner, not only to warn your children against passion,

lust, and extravagance, but to persuade them, those

only are safe, and kept jprom the violent tyranny of
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every lust, who believe in and call upon the Lord
Jesus Christ. In full proof of this truth, your know-
ledge of the world will put it in your power to name
to tftetn many example^, where fine parts are shame*
tuUy abased, and shining abilities tendered perni-

cious in an hif^h degree by lewdness, intemperance,
<»• a proud impatient spirit.

These detestable evils, be careful to assure your
children, will generally prevail where Christian prin*

ciplcs are neglected; and that the Bible, understood

and believed, is the only barrier against the ravages

wiiich sin makes amongst men* This will worit

strongly in favour of true religion, and lead theitt

highly to esteem it, not only as necessary to ever-

lasting happiness in the next world, but as our best ^

friend, aiad only certain protector from evil and ruin

jn this.

The last metl^od of instruction I shall mention of
equal use with those above, is to remark to your
children, now capable of observation, the amiable
behaviour of real Christians. I suppose you are ac*.

4uainted with some who justify their title to this

g;lorious name. Observe to them the tranquillity dt
tfieir countenance, and the modesty of their manners;
how free they are from passion and positiveness,

iD-natured wit, or conceit of any superiority in them-
selves ; how &r from despising those who are desti-

tute of their advantages, either in understanding or

education, birth or riches; how careful to avoid

giving pain or uneasiness to any in their com-
pany.

Stin farther to exalt in their eyes the present ines*

timable value of Christian knowledge, carry your
children to see sincere Christians in the midst of
their severest trials, and to hear the patient meek
sufferers blessing God, under the pressure of all their

troubles. Their discourse, their very coimtenaace
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Will edifyf and convince them that true greatness oC

mind, and invincible courage in the evil diqrt are

.

the precious fruit of uiifeii^iied faith ia Christ, who
tniiiis up all his disciples to a cheerful resignation

and absolute surrender ot themselves to the holy will

of God.
And ifan opportunity could be found of bringing

your child to the bedside of a departiiig- saint, tiiis

object would infiaiteiy exceed the force of simple
kiitructioQ. Your child would never foi^t the
composure and fordtude, the lively hope and conso^
latiou painted on the very countenance of the Chris-
tian ; nor his warm expressions of love, and grati-

tude to the Saviour, tor a heaven of peace within^

and jssnrancc of pardon,, instead of gloomy thoughts
and foreboding apprehensions, or stupid insensibility

tu any iuture existence^ the general case of dying
men.
. Ail persons of rank or afluence, of education and
learning, have it in thdr power to use these, and
many other methods of the same nature, for the ad-

vantage of their off-pring. And if you know and

feel that the favor ol God is incomparably more than>

the praise of men, the happitiess of eternity above-

the pleasures of time, and that there is only one way
to glory marked out by the word of God ; in this

case a constant attention to the eternal wel&re of

your children wiU be.de%htfui. You will find your
labor of love not lost ; you will see considerable im-*

pressions made upon their minds, and in general

your prayers answered.

But if, instead of this attention, you can take cus-

tom and fashion for your rule, consumbg your leis*

ure hours in sensual gratification, or silly amuse-

ments, setting apart no time for the education of

your children in religious knowledge ; if they hear

from you no earnest aiiectionate. exhortations^ above
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all things to love God, and serve him ; if they da
not see you are more concerned for their salvation,"

than for their prosperity and advancement here,

your conduct .b without excuse: your regard to

scripture, whatever you profess, worthless and hy-

pocritical ; your ignorance of the excellency uf God,

his service, and the only means of solid peace,

slmmeful.

Examine, therefore, and prove your fahh by your

works. There is scarcely a clearer proof whom you
serve, God or Mammon, than this, the care you take^

for the salvation of your children, or your neglectof

their souls.

Further, it is a duty all parents owe their chil-

dren, to inure them to industry, to inspire them with

a contempt and abhorrence of idleness, as the great

corrupter of the human mind, and inlet to every

vice. The poor must strongly insist upon their

children's giving themselves diligently to work, i\ot

only as necessary to c^et their bread, but as the only

means of keeping them lirom pilfering and theft,

fipom infamy and the gallows. The children of the

rich stand in no less need of being excited to in-'

dustrious application of their time and talents. From
their earliest years they should hear, it is not wealth,'

a large estate, or even nobility of birth, which can
preserve them from being truly despicable and ma-
lip^nant to mankind, unless they take pabis to ac*'

quire what will imjjrove the mind, and give them
ability to perform the duty they owe to society ; that

without love of employment suited to their high sta*.

tion, they, like truant school-boys, must seek men
as idle as themselves for company; and, to kill time,

must be eager in the chace after foolish amusements,
not above the size of a little school boy's mind ; and
even sink into all meanness, and the horrid wick-

edjQcss of a 4^bauched life, to find in that sink their
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chief pleasure. On the contrary, by love of studjr

and fine writers, by being active and useful, by ctt|«

tivating their advantages of station, tbey wiU never

fed time a burden on their hands. They will be

independent on a thousand trifle s, wHliich agitate and

vex their equals. They wiii always be doing good,

and be honorable in their generation. Tbe«e in*

structions, enforced by the very conduct they incut*

C^te, will work mightily as an antidote to the iutoxi-

G^tii^ pride wliich wealth and grandeur naturally in^

e{ure. They will readily then believe they wer^ not *

lH>m only to please themselves. Exemplaiy conduetp.

I say, must enforce these precepts ; for, ifthepertKMis

who give them violate them too, they can have

no effect, because children must necessarily believe

^irpaientsjudgethattobe the way of pleasur&aB4

happmess in which they see them walk, because tbqr

do so out of choice ; and if they did not think i%

best, why should they choose it ? As it will, there-

fore, appear cruel in parents to correct or reprove

for tempers and practices their children kam from
themselves, so it will be absurd to expect paecept

or reproof should profit them, when the persons

from whom they come are not under their in-

iluencet

After the welfare of the soul, and the iaip%»ve*

ment ofthe mind have been duly consulted, one at*

tentioii more is necessary in parents, viz. to make
provision for their children, sufficient, if they can,

to enable them, by honest industry* ^ some liberal

profession, to support themselves, and be useful

ipembers of society. For what can be more contoi*

ry to the feelings of parenUil love, than, by idleness

or extravagance, to expose their offspring to pover-

ty, or to force them to settle in a station of life much
beneath that in which they were bom, a cause fre-

fjuently of n^uch vexation tQ them, and a bitter dis-

»
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appointment which few are able to bear. But with
regard to what may pro|>erly be called a provision,

remson, not fashion; the word ofGod; not blind af.

fcction, must determine. When persons who were
born to no estate amass wealth with a design to raiipe

their children above tlie want of any employment or
profession, scanty must be their charities, and strong

their love of money. Yet so far is opulence from
being any real benefit to children, that (few instances

excepted) it proves a corrupter of their hearts, a
- pander to their lusts, fixing them in habits of vanity,

eytmvagance, and.luxury.

The last duty I shall mention, which parents owe .

to their children, is to pray to God for them ; for

though the methods ofreligiouiS instruction mention-

ed have a natural tendeDcy to do iitiucli good, they

cannot of themselves convert die heart to God. You
may take all pains for this purpose, but still those

who receive the Lord Jesus Ciirist are bora not of

blood, nor of flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God« Therefore you must humbly and earnestly

pray to him for success iu your attempts, that, as the

mhabitants o\ the world are increased by your off-

spring, an addition may be made by their names to

me church of the living Godf and the inhabitants of
heaven.
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SUNDAY XXXIX.

CHAP. XXXIX.

The Duty of Children towards their Pai^ents.

It is the duty of children to honour their parents,

by abstaining from erery thing that may reasonaUf
give them the least oflfence or disquiet. Young
people, who have conscience towards God, will think

his command, Honour thy father and mother,"

worthy their strictest observance, and know th^ thk
respect paid to parents b well-pleasing uutp the

Lord, and his blessing is upon dutiful children* On
the contiaiy, disobedience to parents is strongly

marked as the just object of his displeasure. For,

after forbidding idolatry, (a crime levelled directly

against his own glory), and commanding.every Is^

raciite to pronounce every idolater accursed, the

self-willed despiser of his parents is held forth as the

next object of universal execration.: Cursed be

be that setteth light by bis &tber and mother : and

all the people shall say amen," Deut. xxvii. And
in case a son ^rown up did, after advice, and entreat) ,

and command, withstand the authority of his pa-

rents, diey were ordered by the Almighty " to lay

hold on him, and bring him out unto the elders of

his city, and unto the gate of liis place, and they

were to say unto the elders of his city. This our son

is stubborn and rebellious ; he will not obey our

voice; he is a glutton and a drunkard* And all the

men of his city shall stone him with stones, that be

die. So shall thou put evil away from among you,

and all Israel sliali hear and fear," Deut. xjci. VV i^v
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»deep impression of the guilt incurred by irreverent

behaviour from children to their parents must tlus^

law, enacted by the Most High, make on all who
fear him ? For though it be not executed now on the

stubborn refractory son, it still remains a decisive

proof ofGod's detestation of such a temper, he
changeth not.

A part of this reverence due from children to their

parents is to conceal their infirmities, and, as far as

truth and justice will admit, extenuate their faults.

'This is but a small return for the great benefits chiU

drt n have reci ived. And if they can join in expos-

ing either their indiscretions or faults, can publish or

iidicule what is the shame of their parents, they act

over again the base part of the wicked Ham, righte-

ous Noah's son, which brought down upon hun a
curse.

It is the duty of children to requite their parents,

if they are able, for the benefit of their education.

Ingratitude is the only sin which never found a sin-

gle advocate. Yet, of all ingrmitudc one creature •

can shew to another, nee^lect in children to support

wd comfort their parents is the blackest : for what
care and expence, to promote the good of their off.

spring, do parents ever refuse ? Now, when, in the

course of providence, they come to need some re-

turn of the same tender disposition ; when the mfirm-
ities ofage, losses, or afflictions, oppress them ; what
child, not destitute of all humane feefn i^s, no less

than religion, but would rejoice to prove us helpful

to his parents, now going out of the world, as they

were to himself when he first came into it ? This
expression of gratitude is marked in scripture, and
neglect of it branded, not oniy as a renunciation of
the gospel (whatever professions of zeal for it may
be pretended) but as a crime which many Pagans
would abhon * ^ If any provide n^t for bb own
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house'' (mf 1m children, they are not the pexsmit

meant here, but his aged parents and near relations

in wiuii), ' lie hath denied the faith, and is worse

than an infidel," I Tim. v.

What proportion of his income a son ought to set

apart for the support of his parents must be fixed by
his condition. Yet this rule is ever to be remem^
bcrcd : If the provision btur no proportion to the

ability of the person who makes it, God and maA
will regard it as a despicable offering. And if a son
or child can be lavish in pursuit of pleasufe, and tive

in expensive splendour, whilst a scanty subsistence

is aliowed to their parents, sense of duty certainly is

not felt. What is given, is given not from love of
God, not from aiiection to his parents, but to silence

remorse, or avoid the scandal of sofiering them to

depend on charity.

The last instance of duty from children to their

parents, which 1 shall mention, is obedience ; obe^
dience, without exception, in aU cases to which pa«
rental authority reacl^s : and all cases are eompre«
hendcd under that authority, where the command
!?i^'en to children does not oppose the revealed will of
God, nor do violence to their conscience in matter)
of reli^^on.

And, generally, those who arc neglected or despis-

ed by their offspring, may thank themselves for it

;

it is the efiect and punishmeiU of their own sin.

They fostered, when they should have corrected,
every wicked temper in their children's easiest years.

They shamefully sacrificed parental authority to a

froM ai d mind, nnd nbjectly submitted to be govern-
ed by those over whom they were appointed gover-
nors, in the order of nature, and by the command
©f God,
Where this most foolish and cruel fondness has

not been the cause of undutifulness to parents, a
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profane education^ in ignorance of Christian princi*

pies, often has ; for this encourages a proud inde*

pendent spirit, which, as it fears not (jod, will pay
reverence to no man, nor feel obligation, nor bear

restraint* So that, excepting a few cases, Christian

parents, through the grace of God succeeding their

endeavours, reap as they have sown, and often en-

joy, even before they leave the world, the fruit of

those cares and pains with which they studied to

promote the salvation of their children, and often die

in die pleasing expectation of meeting them in end<*

less glory.

' After the relation between parents and children,

diat subsisting between masters and servants follows^

In either station Christians are furnished with ample
directions and cogent motives to discharge their duty
with comfort to themselves, to all the family, and to

the great honour of their holy profession.

Servants who receive the word of God will be
fiiithful to their trust : free from fraud and deceit

themselves, and careful to prevent injury being done
to their masters by conniving at frauds which they

know others practice. This point has been before

insisted on* Besides, they will obey their masters

widiout that sullen look and behaviour which would
render their services ungrateful, and their persons

offensive : a sure sign of a lofty spirit, to which ser-

vitude and subjection, tliough ever so reasonably^

is gaUing. This surly humour in servants, is sel-

dom «h^vn but in families, where the lucre of the

place, compared witli that of grander families, is per-

haps small; or at least the servant is hired, not for

show or luxufy of life, but labour and usefulness.

In these instances, the benefit of Christian doctrine

and faith is especially to be manifest ; for the Lord
and Saviour of Christians requires them with good

K N
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will to do service, as to himself, aiid not to men^'^

Eph. vi. 7.

It is the duty of servants also patiently to bear

reproof for their faults, and to amend ; not rising

up cagLfly in self-vindication, ever apt to impute
all adnioiiition to lii-auiure or passion in their supe-

rior ; and, if they hear reproof without nuu'kb oi dis-

gust and contempt, to think themselves at liberty to

regard it nomore^an is necessary to keep their place.

But you cannot act in this unreasonable manner,

and obey your Lord. You cannot adorn the gos-

pel, as you are commanded, if you are deai to ju^
reproof, and hardened against it. Nay, you bring

shame upon your rdigioos profession ; you make it

contemptibic, and even to be dreaded in a family.

It is the mark oi a Christian, when he does well,

and suffers tor it, to bear it patiently. You do Ul^

and are in fault, yet fieel angermd resentment against

your master, who has a right, and does well to re-

prove vou. The plain and excellent direction given,

in scripture you trample upon ; for that strictly re-

quires servants to be obedient to theirown masters
and to please them well in all things, not answering
again^**

Masters, in their turn, who are Christians, will

behave with justice, mildness, and real good wiii to

their servants. These tempers, essential to the faith*

ful in Christ Jesus, have been already pointed out
and enforced. 1 shall, therefore, now call your at-

tention to the duties peculiar to governors of the

lamily« In the first instance, they are to be carelui

all thdr domestics behave well. Magistrates are
chiefly in &ult when the manners of the people are
dissolute : for the law invests them with power to
punish and control evil doers. But masters offam-
ilies, with less difficulty, can govern their own little

commonwealth, and prevent disorders there. Ser-
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Tants are upon a level with cattle, fed and kqit only

ibr their work. They are fellow-creatures, capable

of knowing God equsJly with their masters, and in

his si&^ht as good as themsdvcs* In this view it is

tlicir indispensable duty, and a necessarv' effect of

Christian benevolence, to suflferno open violation of

God's law, to oblige their servants to a regular at-

tendsffice upon the worship of God on ^ Ix>rd's

day, and to -abstun from all profiuiation of it ; to

I'urnish them with books calculated to enlie^hten the

mind, and bring them to the excellent knowledge of

Christ. And if business does not, in factj render it

impracticable, they ought to call the members of

dieir household to join every day in worshipping
' God, the giver of the blessings each member of the

lamily enjoys.

For the same reason it is yolir dutyI who preside

in a hocme, to set a Christian example to all under
your roof; constantly to abstain from all b^isiness

and diversion on the Lord's day, and, by worshipping
your Maker in the gneat oongregation, let your ser-

vants see you act hoinestly from conscience towards
God ; and that from reverence to his law, you neither

talk loosely, sware profanely, nor live in intemper-

ance or covetousne&s. By tliis exemplary conduct
you will check and restrain thoaeaiKMit your perscHt^

and be die means of stirring up igncxrant sinful ciea-

tures to repent, and turn to God ; or if they obsti-

nately i>ersist in tlieir wickedness, you will not be
chargeable as accessary to it in any degree.

. r shall menlion only one branch more of duty,

which masters owe to their servants, viz. encourage-

ment and reward for j^ood behaviour. Kind expres-

sions, without lilting up tlie man, quicken an iuge«

nuous mind to greater attention and diligence*
• They ought, therefwc, frequently to be used to al-

leviate servitude, Furilier, when the prime of life
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and strength have been laid out in your aervipd-f

when fidelity to your interest, and application to

your business have always distinguished your depen**

dent, you ^should, out of your ^fflueucei make m
proper provision for him in old age } ov^ in caae oi
sickness and accidental loss of limbs, you should
shew him great compassion. Consider how much
others have lost by the dishonesty of those aixmt^
them: how much trouble^ anxiety^v«^A9<MHIlioi^
tliey have suffered: whilst you i iiliiaiiiirt i WiTi
great composure and confidence, your affairs into

the hands of a good and faithful servant, and have
received no damage* Uow much of your comfort;^

in tbh life has been owii^ to thb infllitgiiyiiMi'iiiiiiM-

stance ! Where then is your Christkn love, your
generosity, or your humanity, if you do not take
pleasure in shev/ing much kindness in return ? t m

Having pointed out the several duties of a CbnB^-
tian in h^. domestic relation, I will finish the subject)
with a picture of a family in which each member
lives by faith in Christ Jesus, and under tlie tempers
it produces.

Consider those who preside in it ; they ccntlially

love and study to make each other happy. Whilst
both with boundless benevolence watch over their

children, ambitious to educate them for immortal-

ity in the presence of God; carefully^ thorefore, tliey

check every evil in its first appearance^ andaim to
inspire them with admiration of all exoeilencyv.

Both, with impartial affection for their whole off-

spring, gladly give them every innocent gratification,

every liberty and joy,, which wisdom and duty will

permit. Ldok upon the children, what affiance in
the love of their parents ! What prompt obedience
to their will ! What pleasure in their company

!

Look upon the servants, faithful to their office, and
prudent in their deportment, they are treated with
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respect, and, by the kindness they meet with, called

upon to use each other well ; whilst parents, chiU

dren^ and servants meet together day by day to mag- .

mfy the name of the Lord, who maketh them that

dwell toi^-e^ther in one house, li\-c in peace ; whilst

all are looking forward, in their degree of faith, to a
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens,

where^ without sin, and beyond the reach of temp-
tation, they shall dwell together. -

The age we live in aflbrds us instances of this

sort ; and were not a despicable notion of Christian-

icy, so commonly entertained, as if it were a mer^
assent to certain articles, or a set of religious pere-^

monies ; were not the Bible character of a Christian

deemed by man)i much too strict, and by more an
unattainable degree of perfection, individuals, and
whole fiimilies, in ^reat numbers, would become
altogether subject to the power and grace of Jesus

Christ, and walk in this world, even as he also walked.

PRAYER,
Suited to the subject of the preceeding Chapters.

O LORD GOD and heavenly Father, have mercy
upon all families called after the name of thy dear

Son. Give to each member of the house grace to

observe and do what thou hast commanded them.

Teach servants to do their work with all fidel i u ; free

from sloth and carelessness, from an obstinate .md
sullen temper. Give them wisdom to consider ti«eir

condition, not as any disgrace or hardship, but a$
' the place thou hast allotted to them* Let it be their

comfort to know, that by doing the business of their

station to the Lord, and not unto men, of him they

shall receive the reward.
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Bp favourable to all heads of families. Let them
not be high-minded, unfeeling, and unreasonable to-

wards their dependents. Convince them, no merit

in them, but thy all- wise appointment, makes the

subordination ; not that the rich or great should be

frantic over their servants, but add abundantly to the

comfort of their lives. O give them to abhor the

meanness of galling those who work for them, by
violent passion, or treating them with contempt.

May they remember they also have a master in hea-

ven, who is no respecter of persons ; before whom
both rulers and servants must give account of their

behaviour to each other. Inspire all who preside in

the family with mildness and mercy towards every-

one under their roof. Make it a pleasure to them to

comfort and support their faithful servants under

their afflictions, and give them grace to teach them
the fear of the Lord, in whose hands is their breath,

and whose are all their wavs.
*

' TeacJi parents to regard their children as immortal

creatures intrusted to their care to be brought up
for God. When they sit down with them in the

house, and when they walk by the way, when they

lie down, and when they rise up, may they speak to

them of thy power and glory, and the mightiness of

ihy kingdom. Make them vigilant and resolute to

check the first sallies of their evil tempers, and may
they dread nothing more than being accessories to

the destruction of their own offspring, by profane-

iiess, or sensuality, or Nvant of concern for their sal-

vation. May they earnestly call upon thee, O God,
to endue them with wisdom to train up their children

in the way they should go. Give thy blessing to

the relation established between them both, that pa-

rents may rejoice to see their children growing up as

pleasant plants before thee, and chiidren have leasoa

in time and cntcrnity to bless God for their pa-

rents.
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Put thy spirit into the hearts of young people, that

they may behave with all reverence, obedience, and
love. Not heedless when instructed, not stubborn

when reproved, not ungrateful to forget how much
thev are bound to requite their parents*

Grant, we beseech thee, O Lord, that all who are

united in the bands of holy wedlock may live in ten-

der regprd and love to each other, and teach, by
their own example, all inferior members of the fami*

ly to discharge the dut} of their station.

And we, of this faniiiy, now kneeling before thee,

beg, O God, we may be forgiven, for Christ's sak^
all the instances of irreverence, unkinibiess, or paa*

sion, by wluch we have offended, and provoked one
another. O grant us repentance, and heart} sorrow

for our faults, and grace to dwell together m unity

and godly love, that, when we are called to appear

before the judgment seat of Christ, we may not be
confounded. We ask this for the sake, and through

the intercession of our Lord and only Saviour Jesus

Christ*. Amm*

SUNDAY XL.

CilAP. XL.

On Self-denial.

False teachers court the favour of men, by base

compliances, with their corrupt affections. The
Trite Witness demands the sacrifice of them all

faixthe plainest terms : Except a man deny lumself,
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and take up his cross d^ly, and foUow me, he can-

not be mv disciple."

Self-denial is then beyond a doubt the duty of

every Christian. But in vvliat instaaces, how far it

must reach, md the peculiar motives furnished by
the gospel to deny self, are points of useful and ne-

cessary consideration : because enthusiasts alu ays

Iilace much of seit-denial in things absurd, frivoious,

or equivocaL And superstition has bound heavy

burdens upon men's shoulders as self-deniaU littfae

rec^arding, at the same time, those noble and sub-

stantial acts in which it really coii^ists.

Each ofthese points, therefore, shall be discussed^

and every duty to himself, which the Christian Is

obliged and enabled to discharge, explsdned. Self-

denial orij:2:inates in the corruption of our nature by

the oflence of Adam. Was there no innate j)r^^pen.

sity to evil in ail his offspring (Christ alone cxccpti-

cd), we mi^t indeed have been warned not to de*

base our dignity by a compliance with eslibtished

iniquity. But, supposing we possesed untainted

excellence of nature, so far would this be from self-

denial, it would be tlie highest self*gratification* In

this case, a total stead&st opposition to corrupt man-
ners w ould be perftetly undisturbed by any thing of

a contrary tendency w ithin. The native and only-

bent of the soul would be to peribrm duty in its full

extent Thus we conceive it must Qecessarily be
with angels, who are sent forth to minister to the

heirs of salvation, and must consequently see w^hat

passes amongst men ; for, to suppose it is by self-

denial they abstain from the pllutions that are intlie

world, would destroy our idea of their perfection.

But our present condition is directly opposite to

that of beings who never fell from God. A corrupt

bias prevails naturally in the heart of man, which,

instead of appearing detestable to him^ as it ought, is
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cherished. And such pleasure is found from evil

induleence, that the sacrifice of it, in obedience to

^ the vmlof God, is compared by him, who knew what

was in man, to the pain of cutting off a nght hand,

and plucking out a right eye. For though, in fact,

our happiness be inseparable from uniform subjec-

tion to the divine will, yet, depraved as we are, we
dTten think them incompatible. Hence men natur-

ally fight against God for what the} fancy are their

native rights, as against a tyrant; nor can they ever

submit to him, without first doing violence to their

own appetites.

This being our natural state, the Lord Jesus

Christ assures us, without reserve, that if we ever

partake of his great salvation, we must not only op-

pose the wickedness of the world, but those incUna*

tions too, which are interwoven with our fiame, pro<J

perly, therefore, called oursdves.

Having thus briefly remarked the origin of

self-denial, the important instances in which we
must practice it ace, in the next place, to be consid-

ered. >

As constitution makes that an easy sacrifice to

some, which to others is most painful ; and there

are also some cases, where decency, imputation, and
worldly interest 1^ men in a measure to deny
themselves ; and others, where the grace of God,
and power of faith, must operate to the denial of

<mrselves, I shall begin with the instances of more
easy practice, and ascend to those in which the

Christian only can persevere to the honour of God.
Temperance then is not to be maintained without

self-denial; for though few comparatively are in-

fomous for gluttony or drunkenness, yet not to ex-

ceed the.limits of temperance is matter of some dif-

ficulty to most people. We are apt to approach to-

wards excess, till the body becomes a clog to the

0 o>
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openitioiis of the mind, and d<jli|jjht in things of a
spiritual nature is abated, if not destroyed. With-*
out hurt to our character, we may indulge at taUe,
till we can relish nothing but what suits, an indolent
spirit. How many, vanquished by this low appetite,

-

often discover, and oftener conceal their vexation^

when ignoranc<' or neglect in the kitchen has disap«*

pointed the^// gratification of their palate in die par-^.

lour ! And how many sensual remarks are made in
most companies, upon what deserves no more to be
the subject of our discoiurse, than the husks the
swine devour! These things occurring so frew

qnently, prove self-denial needful even at our com-
mon meals. Indeed ht who receives any other gra^

tification, than heahh and hunger will make th6

common provisions of bis table yield, is already a
transgressor, and has given way to intemperance*
He encourages an appetite which will sensualize hid
soul, enthral it to fleshly pleasure, and of course
render him averse to suffer in the least degree for
truth ai^d conscience sake. And those who feed
themselves without fear, or allow themselves to dwell
on the dainties of the table, make provi^on for die
flesh. So far from being temperate, as all who run
successfully in the Christian race must be, they are

voluptuous ; incapable of making the least progress

towards Heaven, till they obey thecommand ; Put
a knife to thy throat, thou man given to appetite/*

As we must deny ourselves the pleasure of feast-

inpf the palate with meats, no less carefully must we
avoid excess in drink. It is necessary to speak in

the fullest and clearest manner here, because this

carnal indulgence many place amongst our infirmi-

ties, for which honest}, and generosity, and good
nature, sufficiently atone.

The proof then that it is our Indispensable duty
to subdue every inclination to drink in excess^ is ex*
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ce^dingly strong: for this offence carries with it

groat provocattion on many accounts. In every in-

stance, it is a waste of that plen^ which God de«

signed should supply the wants of men. Contrary

to reason and humility, you, by excessive drinking,

iofiame your body^ whilst others pine away, destir

tttte of the necessaries of life. You swallow down
pernicious draughts in your carousing, which pro-

perly applic d, would revive the healtli of thobe who
languish in want of such a cordial.

Had you a numerous offspring settled in a distant

land, some of whom had great abundance, whilst

the rest were destitute, without any fault of theirs ;

what mauirold grief and indiguatiou would you feel,

to hear the former consumed their abundance in ex-

cess, refusing to relieve the necessities of their own
bfethren f Yet this is always done in the sight of our
commou Father, when mt n waste, on the gratifica-

tion of a base appetite, what might have fed the hun-
gry, and clothed the naked. Even allowing the in-

tcwajpemtc drinker is rich, his conduct is cruel to-

wards those who are in want before his eyes, or so

near him, that if he was not wilfully deaf or blind,

he must hear their, groans, and see their distress.

But when a man is poor, or his income only suf-

fident, by frugal management, to support his family,

excessive drinking, in this case, is a crime still more
black ; for he tramples upon natural affection, and,

whilst takinghis cups, is stripping his childrenof their

garments, and snatching the bread from the mouths
ofbis almost famished family. Though his besotted

compauions falsely and stupidly call him no one's

enemy but his own, he is m truth the worst ot toes

to his own household ; and the father of us all looks

down upon no one more daringly in rebellion against

the Idw of love than the drunkard, or m ore afflicting

to those who are, alas ! his near relations.
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Further, our reason is an inestimable gift from
God. It renders us capable of receiving knowkdge
from his ward and works here, and of enjoying his

love for ever. We are happy in ourselves, and use-

ful to others, just in proportion as our reason is im-

proved and sanctified by divine grace. Accordiag.
Ijr, the loss of our reason is universdly judged to

the sorest calamity which can befal us. What a
crime then must it be to suspend wilfully the exer-

cise of reason, and become incapable of knowing
what we either say or do ? We are commanded to

set a watch before our moutlis, as those who must
give an account of every idle word we speak. What
more audacious contempt of this command, than for

a man to intoxicate himself, till there is nothing so

foolish, abusive, filthy, or blasphemouSi but he will

utter it?

Besides, duty requires that every appetite be
brought into subjection to Christ, What a daring

violation, to inilame your passions by excessive

drinking ! Yet this is inseparable from intemperance*

It increases pride, and inspires insolence, from
whence come quarrels and implacable hatred. It

often separates between dearest friends, hurrying

them into duels, and bloody transports of revenge

upon each other* Lust also it excitea to the utmost
degiee.

So provoking an abuse of plenty, so shameful a -

violence committed upon our reason, so daring an

act of rebellion against the government of God, must
certainly exclude all who die under the guilt of it

from his favour. The scripture abounds with denun-

ciations of punishment to be inflicted on drunkards,

and on ail who inflame themselves with wine. I

shall produce but one; it is fully decisive, and
enough to make their blood run cold against whom
itispointed«
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But if that evil servant shall sajr in his heart;

My Lord delayeth his coming ; and shall begin to

smite his fellow-servants and eat and drink with the

drunken, the Lord of that servant shall come in a day
when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that he
is notaware of, and shall cut him asunder, and ap.

point him his portion with the hypocrites; there

shall be weeping and gnasliiiig of teeth/' Matth.

xxiv. 48.

. Not <Hily the present evils, therefore, wUch in*

ten^>erance draws after it, but the final doom of this

shameful sin, are revealed in scripture to alarm our

fears, and give us full proof of their misery, who aro

enslaved by love ofwine*

So that either we must utterly subdue it, or glvse

lip heaven and God. But as the thought of losing

his favour is worse than death to every real Chris-

tiaUf it follows that, however he may naturally incline

to excess in drinking, or compair|r tempt to it^ or

worldly advant^ allure, as a recommenAition to

the intemperate, he will persevere in a course of so-
briety, and, whether he eats or drinks, take care by
no means to displease his God*

SUNDAY XLI*

CHAP. XLL

On the Sin of Lewdness.

Every Christian must deny the irregular gratili-

cation of his love for woman, to which depraved na-

ture violently impels ; because this passion, though
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necessarj^ for the propaf^ation of mankind, and useful

in wedlock lo several excellent ends, yet, unless re-

strained and governed by the law of God, it proves

one of the vilest seducers, and a source of evils ex-

tensive and beyond number. What time, parts, and

influence are prostituted through the impulse of lust

to inveigle and debauch the innocent ! Men of lib-

eral education and finest sense will be guilty of what
shocks every mind influenced by the fear of God, or

compassion for their fellow-creatures; guilty of lying

in wait to gain an advantage in an unwary moment,

by vile deceit, over a heedless virgin ; of bringing

her to indelible shame, and loading her parents also

with hopeless grief ; guilty of offering to the ruined

object of their lust an injury, which, if done to a sis-

ter or daughter of their own, they would instantly

revenge with the point of the sword. Instigated by
their lust, they will open the way to adulterous com-
merce, and all its tniin of mischiefs, by seducing

unmarried women, who too seldom prove chaste in

wedlock when they have been debauched before.

They will be guilty of contributing to fill the world

with whores, at once its sin and scourge ; creatures

abandoned to every detestable temper and practice ;

.

cruel, remorseless, corrupters of youth, plunging

them into desperate courses, till they are cut off by
the hand of justice.

These consequences, in a less or greater degree,

arc sure to follow the unlawful indulgence of our
natural appetite for women. Yet these make only

a small part of the evils which flow from fornica-

tion. No pen can describe fully what the soul

suffers by it. When sense of duty or modesty re-

main, the first commission of this sin is punished

upon the spot with the horror of a guilty mind.

By frequent repetition, all sense of religion is ex-

tinguished, and all intercourse with God ceases.
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The company of men hardened in the practice of
lewdness is sought after as a refuge, till the secret

offender against chastity contracts a brow of brass,

and becomes first an sft>ject slave to lust, and then
an infamous pleader in its defence ; his cofisoiaace'

is seared, the captive hugs his chains, and g^oxiesin

his shame.

Add to this catalogue of dreadful evils the bloody
quarrels amongst the lewd, and the murders wbteh*

they are led to commit ; murder of children yet im-^

bom, loading the mind with guilt ; and imbittering^

life beyond conception; murder often of the new-born

babe, which the law avenges by the iiiiamous death

of its sanguinary parent.

- Instead, therefore, of saying (as lib^tines impiu
dently speak) where is the harm of taking a little

pleasure out of the way, you will perceive, that

thieves and robbers are harmless and honorable too,

compared with the lewdj because injuries from these

open foes have very soon an end, in most instances

are borne with ease, and may be redressed, never

striking at our immortal interest. But the seducer

of a female destroys her reputation, tears her awajr

from her family and friends, banishes her from the

society of virtuous woman, entangles her m the

bloom of her years in the snare which will soon drag
her down from her life of pleasure to a condition

below brutality, the condition of a prostitute* So
that the very mention, or even remembrance of her

name shuU afresh excite grief in her family and rela-

tions, grief unassuaged by the least ray of hope in

her death or after-state.

Upon this fair representation of the case, ask nomr

any young woman, in the use of her reason, into

whose hands she had better fall ; into those of the

lewd, the dishonest, or the robber ? Into their

hands, st»& would Wf^ who^will only take my pro-
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petty, and fill me with momentary terrors ; not intd

the libertiiie^s who will plunge me into infamy, lin-

gering wretchedness, abandoned vice, and eternal

misery. Such pests to society are men of gallantry

and pleasure 1 How astonishing, that ruin of virgins,

diabofiour €3i families^ heart-breaking injuries done
to worthy aged parents, with a variety^^otoimes, ibt

certain effects of uncontroled lust, should be lightly-

passed over as nothing vile, under the magic name of

love aiul gallantry ? When will a public spirit and
generous concern to prevent such heavy woes excite

men to brand every word spoken in favour of lewd-

ness, as they do what is spoken to lessen our abhor-

rence of perjury and assassination ? When will mea
have understanding to perceive that the natural appe-

^tke for women under the law of God, is like a river

in its channel, a perpetual blessing ; but, bursting

that sacred bank, becomes a wasting flood ; and that

he never more tenderly consulted the good of his

latioaal creatures, than in absolutely forbidding eve-
ry degree of lewdness.
Though there be litde reason to hope ttus public

spirit will take place, the scripture presents every
young man with the rise, progress, and fatal end of
fornication, contrasting them with the various allure-

ments which lead us into that sin. There the lips of
the harlot are painted dropping sweets as the honey*
comb, and her mouth smoother than oil, but instant-

ly, to quench the rising of an impure desire, " her

ood,^^ we are tau^t of God, is bitter as worm^
wood, and sharp as a two-edged sword," Prov. v.

S, 4. The simple young man she invites to take his

fill of love till the morning ; but the treacherous of-

fer is immediately laid bare, and under the thin veil

gf mometary joy, is discovered an upbraiding con-^

science, pouring out that sad confession, How-
have I hated instruction and my heart despised re*
proof!'*
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Further, lest brutish love ofpleasure should teiilpt

} outig men to fanc5% they may easily retreat after

yielding a- little to lust, or that simple fornication

IS not a sin of high provocation, God has emphati.

cally exposed both these false conclusions. He''

(tlie lewd young man) " goeth after her straightway,

as an ox goeth to the slaughter, or as a fool to the

correction of the stocks," (utterly stupid and incor-

ragijble), ^< till a dart striketh through his liver, as a
bird hasteth to the snare, and knoweth not that it is

for his life," Prov. vii. " Why wilt thou embrace
the bosom ofa stranger ? for the ways of a man are

before tlie eyes of the Lord, and he pondereth all his

goings* His. own iniquities shall take the wicked
himself, and he shall be holden with the cords of his

sins ; he shall die without instruction, and in the

greatness of his folly he shall go astray," Prov«

v. 20. .

-

To finish the testimony published in the Old Tes^
tament ag^iinst this sin, take iiotlcij ih it the wliore

and Sodomite are condemned in the same sentence

;

to teach us, I apprehend, to what horrid lengths, in

iiidckedness, lewdness will lead ; therefore both ought
to be detested. " There shall be no whore of the
dauQ^hters of Israel, nor Sodomite of the sons of
Israel," Deut. xxii. 21. , .

This ought to silence the ignt^rance of foolish men,
who wax confident in defence of fornication, from a
notion tliat it is condemned only in two or three pas-

'

sages in the New Testament.

Were it so, this would be sufficient ; for ^singU
declaration from God of his will claims from us
BO less regard and obedience^ than if it was often re-

peated. But instead of a passage or two only in the

New Testament, which absolutely condemn foriiica^

. tion, no sin can be named (contempt of Christ cnici*
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ficd excepted) which is mentioned so often, or more^
sirone^ly marked as the object of God's wrath. Our
almighty Judge not onlj ranks it witl) crnius of thCt

d^pest dye, Mat. xv. 19^ Mark vii. 21 , buthi|
great apostle scarcely writes an epistle withoid!

sniie alarming prohibition against it. In one phice,'

he beautifully oppobes tlie benevolent gratification o^
our natural appetite in a lawful way» to their terribie^^

condition who live in lewd commerce with women

:

** Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed unde-l

filed; but whoremongers and adulterers God will

judge,'' Heb. xiii. In another, he not only a&rmsJ
that adultery, fomicaUon, la&civiousness, and un-
cfleanness, are the works of the flesh, of our cor*

rupt nature, but with remarkable vehemence he

presses us to lay it to heart as a certain truth, that

these things absolutely exclu4e men from heaven :

Of the which 1 tell you before, as I have also tol^
j

you in time past, that they which do such things !

sliall not inherit the kingdom of God," Gal. v. 2l/
" In his judgment, lewdness ou^ht to have no exis-

t^iice ^thin the pale of the Chrisuan church. Fori

liication and all uncleanness, let it not be once mea>^

tioned amongst you, as becometh saints. For this yC

know, that no whoremonger nor unclean person hath

any mheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of

God,'* Ephcs. V. And, lest the plausible plead-

ings for lust (in which libertines of fine parts are so

expert) should seduce any weak believer to fancy

leu dness may be practised with impunity, this awiul

caution is giv^n: Let no man deceive you with

vain words: for, because of these things cometh

the wrath ol God upon tlie children of disobedience.

Be not ye, therefore, partakers with them," Ephes.

V. The same doctrine is strongly enforced on the

Christkms at Thessalonica; <*T'his is the will of



COMPLETE OUTY.OF MAN. 30r

God, even your sanctificatioiit thiax you should ab-

stain from fornication, that every one of you should

know how to possess his vessel in sanctification and
honour, not in the lust of coacuj)iscc;nce as the Gen-
tiles, which know not God : for God hath not called

US to uncleanness, but unto holiness. He, there*

fore, that despiseth [what is said of the sin and daOr
ger of lewdness, and the duty of chastity], despiseth

not men, but God."
In hb epistle to the Christians at Corinth, a city

in&mous to a proverb for lewdness, he. inspires the

believers in Christ with a horror of that sin, by
teaching them it is a dreadful profanation, and the

worst kind of sacrilege to turn a temple consecrated

to God (and such the Christian is) into an habitation

for the spirit of uncleanness. Know ye not that

your bodies are the members of Christ f Shall I then

take the members of Christ, and make them the

members of a harlot } God forbid. What, know
ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy
Ghost, which is in you, which ye have of God, and
ye are not your own?" I Cor. vi. " Ye are the

temple of tlie living 6od ; whoso defileth the tem-

ple of God, him will God destroy.'' A sentence

twice confirmed by St. John in the book of Revela^

tion ; for whoremongers, he declares, are shut out
of the gates of the heavenly city, Rev. xxii. 15.

Whoremongers have their part assigned them in the

lake which bumeth with fire and brimstone, which
is the second death, Rev. xxi.

Sum up now what has been advanced in proof of

the evil and sinfulness of lewdness, and you must be

convinced how much it is the duty of every Chris-

tian, as he loves God, reverences bis word, and
values his own salvation, to deny himself in every

propensity he may iecl to iudulsje unlawfully hisnat«
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uial appetite for women, and to flee itom fcuriucalioiii i

as he wouldfroiii the fiice ofa serpent^. 1

Know, thefefore, that you must come to tiusde*

termination, cither to trumple upon llic Clirisitian re-

vdation, and renounce every hope built upon it of
|

finding mercy trom God, or to mortify your mem4
here, by abstaining from fornication and unclean*

ness ; at all times assured, that this sin alone (sup*

posing it could possibly consist with the observance

ofChristian duty inother respects) willdrown the soul

in perdition. Tliis fuU persuasion of the sin of fern

nicatioii is absolutely necessary to secure young
men, on their entrance into the world, from what is

generally the first instance of premeditated rebellion

against God, and the first means of rivetting on the

sinner that chain which drags down its thousands to

the prison ofhell*

Further, whenever any end is proposed, or duty

enjoined, the means necessary to attain the one, or

perform 4lie other, are tacitly indu^ded in the general
|

precept ; and whatever renders the practice of duty
|

so very precarious, is also virtually forbidden where

it can be avoided. From this self-evident truth, every

Christian must cany bis self-denial much beyond a

mere abstinence from the gross acts of fornication

and uncleanness. We may abstain thus, from pm-

• It is necessary that aii young persons in a single state

should deeply pundcr tJiese arguments ; because lewdness has
a parly in its favour from our constitution. Numerous, and
daring are those who plead for lewdness. To such a shocking
height is this attempt carried, that chastity is generally regard-

ed as impracticable, e:5^cepi in females, who, without the rcpu-.

tation of it, would never be received into families of fashion.

By this means, self-denial against the impulses of lust is ac-

counted a grievous task, and the I'ihle, which enjoius it, an

odious book. Thus men's passions are \^arnlly cngaf^ed to

fight against God whose word su loudly procliiims the evil o(

,
their darling lust.
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deoee and self-consideratuHis, wMioiit any love of
purity. A Christian must resolutdy shun all incite*

ments to unchaste desires ; imitating the example of •

Job, who would not so much as suffer his eyes to

fix on any object that might prove a snare. Our
Lord confirms the wisdom, and enjoins the necessity

of this vigilance, by branding, as-tfie adultery of the
heart, the looking upon a woman to lust after her.

The temper of our heart stamps our character*

No one, therefcyre, is ctmste, who cherishes unclean

thoOjj^httH^OT can suffer a wanton idea to rest upoif

his mind, or a sound exciting it to play on his ear J

for a renewed mind, endued with filial fear of God,
and^ knowledge of sin, has at least as much delicacy

respectitig what is base and filthy, as fine breeding^^

inspires respecting polite behaidour. A gentlemaa
is not only free from the coarse manners of a clown,

• but from every thing approaching to such rudeness ;

Wd a true Christian, fired with love to God, aud
ambition to walk worthy of his kingdom and glory^

will cultivate purity of heart with all care, and avoid,

as infectious, every person, jest, or object, savour-

ing of lasciviousness.

^ iiere then a noble province opens for Christian^

sdf-denial ! Hert: the spiritual welfare of the whole
church of Christ, in condemning and opposing every

fashionable way intended by the world to gratify

lewd desires, ia most conspicuous. Of this kind,

are wanton glances of the eye, that index to what
passes within ; the melody of amorous songs, that

double entendre, mixed dancings, love novels, and

above all stage plays. For in this amusement,

which (in defiance of common sense and experience,

no less than our Christian faith) th^ world will main-

tain is innocent ; in this amusement, whatever caa
corrupt the mind is set off to greatest advantage.

Every lewd allusioa receives st^on^ emphasis frpmi
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I

the acUMr's air and voioe^ whilst the greater part of :

the audience express atoud the filthy joy it

ibcm. And if a piece untainted with an obscene

tincture should ^ain admittance on the stage, the
j

house must si ill have their prurient humour gratified

in the epilogue or ^ce, by innueodos, that our chief

pleasure consists in wtiat we know naturally with the

brute beasts*.

To live in this world, in direct opposition to its

favourite taste, and preserve chastity of mind* is a-

noble self-denial faith in Christ effects, andanindis* I

pensable duty in all his disciples,

* Some may condemn this censure of the school of virtue^

which the stage is often (one would tliink iromcally) caUed« as

barsh and malignant ; yet it is supported by some cAthe voiid*i

real and &vourite writieiii* Archbishop TiUotfion was nem
2jN>ught rigorous or enthusiastic. Let those who plead for thi^

flishioaable amusement hear what he has published on the sub* •

ji»Qti and blush and repent, or avow their infidelity.

^Am the stage DOW is, plays are intolerablet and not fit tote

Sennitted in any civilised, much less a Christian oation. T^ey

o most notoriously mimster both to infidelity and vice. By
l)ieir profiuieness, they are apt to insdl bad prbciples, and by

their lewdaess to dispose to lewd and mssolute practice ; theri*

fisre, I do not see how any fter^cnpretending to atydriety and
virtuej and etfieeiaHy to thepure and holy reUgitm f^f our He**

sed Saviour^ can, without great guilt, and open contnufiction «

to his holy profession, be preaent at such lewd and unmodest
plays, much leas frequent them, as too many do, who would

yettakeit veryiUtobeshutoutofthecommunum of Christi-

ans, as they certiJnly would have been in the first ages «l

Christiuiity/*

Sermon on the £vU qfcorrupt Communication*
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SUNDAY XUI.

CHAP. XLU*

On Self-denial respecting the Loye of Money

•

*

Corrupt self must be denied III its propensity

to covetousiicss, which is in us all : since we are

all naturally desirous of wealth, aud place much con-

fidence in it. Commerce and custom perpetually

cherish this evil desire, and |he world sees nothing
wrong in being intent to gain as much as is possible

with a fair character. By this means, what at first

setting out in a trade or profession was no more than
an innocent cksire of providing honestly for our-
selves or family, soon degenerates into inordinate

aiffection, and a very wicked passion.

The propensity, therefore, to love money, a Chrif^

tian must resist in its first motions, because opposite

to the temper of mind wAich is to govern him, and
a contradiction to his situation, who is a stranger on
earth, standing in expectation of an immediate sepa-

ration from all things visible. But this propensity

to love money, unless denied, will soon benumb all

feeling of futurity, and suffer you to think of nothing

int( nsely or with delight, but wealth and its advan-

tages, utterly excluding all just ideas of religion,

which inspire love of God and man, and give victory ,

over worldly lust.

Be slides, the gospel is intended to establish all

who receive it in full resignation to the will of God,
every vdiere, and in all things, instructing us both

to be flill and to be hungry, both to abound and to

suffer need* But a covetous spirit can conform to

the will of God| only so long as \m provid^icc
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smiles ; in adversity it must fret and murmur.

The gospel teacJies us to have our whole confidence

and delight m God, as our chief happiness; but

love of money soon brings a man to conclude goU
is tlie God whose prcbcncc is the richest blessing,

and want of it the heaviest curse. The gospel is

g'ven on purpose to raise our desires with increasing

rvour towards God, to fix our affections with im*^

moveable steadfastness on things above, and to en-

gage us in the constant pursuit of them with an ar-

dour in some decree suited to their worth. The

love of money is mcompatible with love to God, or

any other idea of happiness in being with him, than

as a refuge From punishment when death comes, and

our idol fails.

To mention only one instance more of the con-

tradiction the love of money bears to the state of'a

Christian ; it hardens the heart against the poor and

needy. Through fe ar of lessening, or desire of in-

creasing our treasure, it will shut up our bowels of

compassion, till we leave our own flesh to struggle

with sickness or want, and to die unassisted by us,

thoiH^h it be in the power of our hands to relieve

tliem. Directly opposite to this selfishness is the dis-

position of a christian. He is liberal and generous,

remembering withjoy it is the will of God that those,

who are rich should be bounteous, and those who
have little should gladly give of that little, that

there may be no want amongst his creatures. In

these several views, the contrariety which the love

of money bears to the temper ofa Christian, respect-

ing God or man, is glaring ; and the duty therefore

of self-denial, in subduing every propensity to it, in-

disputable.

To enforce the practice of this self-denial, it isne*

cessary to explain the nature of that covetousncss
much coudcniaed in God's word. It is not of thi
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scandalous kind ; it may rule the heart of a man
esteemed very excellent in the world* The coveU
OU89 whom tbs Lord abhors. Psalm x, are the very-

persons of whom the wicked speak well* But no
one speaks well of those whose love ofmoney makes
them fraudulent or miserably penurious. The same
idea of covetousness is given us by our Lord and
Judge, in that solemn cautim, Takeheed^ and be-

ware of covetousness; which cvidendy, in this case,

can mean no more than a peri^uasion, that the com-
Fort of life consists in possessing abundance, and for

that reason desiring to be rich. This was the cov<*

etousness our Lord condemned. To give greater

weight to his caution, he represents the love of mo-
ney working in the heart, by an instance which pas-

ses eveiy day before our eyes. A man grows rich,

not through extortion or fraud, but industry and
skill is his trade; he is delighted with his success, and
prospect of being master of an independent fortune

in a few years : meanwhile, he is determined to be

frugal, till he leaves business, fully to enjoy tl\e

sweets of ease and affluence. Luke xii. 19*

What is there, it may be said, to blame in this

man's conduct or sentiments ? Are they not gene- >

ral, and applauded in every station ? Yet our Lord
sets tins very man before our eyesj as an instance

of one engrossed by covetous desires ; this man he
represents as summoned to appear a crimnal at the

bar of his despised Maker. Lo, this is the man
whom our Lord exposes as a miserable wretch in

the midst of all his golden hopes, warning us against

tl^ detestable folly of loving money. So [such a
fool and such a sinner as this] is he that layeth up
treasure for himself, [every worldly-minded man,

who seeks wealt;h ^be foundation of comibrt], and

is not rich towardl^ Cod in faith, hope, and love."

«
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St. Paul, writing under the influence of the Holy

Ghost, teaches us no less forcibly that the desire df

riches is avarice. Let your convehsation be w]th«>

out covLiousness, and be content with such thin^

as ye have , for he hath said, I will never leave thee^

nor forsake thee," Heb. xiii.

On the contrary, he declares defilement of mind
and eternal ruin are Ae certain consequend^ of lov-

ing iiioncy. " They that will p. e. have a will^ to

be rich, fall into temptation and a snare, and nito

many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in

destruction and perdition. For the love of money
is the root of allevfl, which while some coveted after,

they have erred from the faith, and pierced them-

selves through with many sorrows," I Tim. vi.

Now, thouf^h it may be deemed no arduous task

to keep free from sordid avarice, and accumulation

of wealth by scandalous methods, yet, to vanquish

the love of money, and deny every propensity to

it, must be confessed a heroic instance of self-denial.

For whenmen engage in business, or enter on a pro-

fession, how strong are their fears of failing, and
their desire of success! What is the con^nt Ian-

g^age ofthe world ? They call riches a blessing, a
reward. They pay respect to men nearly in exact

proportion to Uie abuncknce they possess. In these

circumstances, nothing can be more diffictilt thto to

resist and conquer the love of money. After usin^
diligently, as we are commanded, industry and skill

in our station, cheerfully to leave it in the hands of

God to what degree we shall grow rich, and whe-
ther ever at all ; resting assured, that if we dwell in

the land, and do good by a Christian life, our con-

dition upoii the whole shiiU certainly be the very best

for us : this is self denial in a high degree.

Nothi'igcan be more contraiy to our nature than

tf a^t from such noble sentiments as these, whUal;
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ire live In the temple of Mammon, astbe world may
justly be called, where scholars and philosophers,

priests and people, h^h and low, all pay their ado-

ration to this idol. To live in such a world, free

irom the love ofmoney^ is a deli* e and victory

peculiar to the real members of Christ's church*

Who is he that ovcrcomcth the world, but he that

Jbclieveth that Jesus is the Christ ?"

U it should be said, this way of thinking and
Acting seems to imoly that it is wrong far a Chris«

tdan to gain wealth, 1 answer, the word of God only

condemns the desire of riches as defiling and sinfuL

3Lit if, whilst your heart is whole with him, he is

pleased to make prosper whatever you do, your
wealtli is plainly his gift, as much as if it came to
you by legacy or inheritance. It is the act of God
to call y ou up to a higher station, who was content

in your own, and to intrust you with more talent^

to improve for his ^lory. The difference between
^gaining wealth put in this manner into your hands,

and desiring to groiv rich, is the same as between
a worthless, ambitious intruder into a pubhc post,

4^ekiag nothing but his own base interest, and a
man sought out from knowledge of his excellency,

and invested with the same office, to preserve the

common- weal. Those who see no material, no ne-

cessary distinction in the two cases, are already biiad-

cd by the love of money.
Nor let any deem it useless or severe so strictly

to deny every propensity in the heart to this sin«

Useless it is not, because we are never secure from
the dominion of oiu* passions, but by guiirding

against the first plausible pleas for their gaining an

ascendency over us. Were we to allow the desire of
being richer than the providence of God, unsolicited,

sees fit to make us, what a suspicion must we have

«f his love for us 1 tiow soon be mseusibiy led mtt
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•trongcr desires to be rich, till every scheme to

gratify that desire, not infamous, would be greedily

embraced) and the love ofthe worid enthroned in our
hearts !

\V liereas our heavenly Father, by commanding
us to rest with full attiance on his providential good*
nes8» in the diligent discbarge of our business, shuts

up every pass by which covetousness would ap-

proach to enslave us ; and, by a resolute refusal of
all correspondence with the enemy, we are guarded
against his treachery, no less than his violence. Nei-
ther is the self-denial, which extends to suppress
even a single wish of having more than is suttcient

for the present, irksome ; because our corrupt na-

ture works most to our trouble and vexation, when
we are but just within the limits of what vis lawfuL

The liberty and pleasure of the soul enlarge in pro*

portion as it moves out of the neighbourhood of sin,

when, instead of regarding its paths as paths of pleas-

antness, could tliey be reconciled with duty, we fly

from them as pestilent, and are weary even of the

faintest suggestions of evil.

Add to this, so far is desire of riches from giv ing

enjoyment of them, that it very soon fills the mind
with anxiety. So Xar from augmenting their cqm-
fort who cherish such a desire, that .it turns everf

loss into a grievance, and- creates vexation on a thou-

sand occasions, without cause or end ; whilst ail the

diseases of trade, false weights and measures, extor-

tion and roguery, so loudly complained of and so

heavily felt, arise only from hatching this cockatrice,

egg, love of money ; and, till that is crushed, men
will defraud, and injure, an^ oppress, and d^vouf

one another*

Uigiiizeti by eaOOgle



COMPLETE DUTY OF MAN- BIT

SUNDAY XLIIL

CHAP. XLIII.

Ou Love of Ptaise.

Corrupt self must be denied in seeking the

pndse of men. Unless something nobler than earth

can give be the grand object of pursuit, praise de-

lights the mind, as sounds exquisitely melodious do
a musical ear. The Heathens, with one consent

avowed this was the spring of all that gives lustre to

theirnames; and the Phanseesdid all &eir works to
be seen of men. Our nature, the very same as

theirs, pains us whenever we meet with disrespect.

How kneely do expressions of reproach pierce, and
how much provoke us ! The visible pleasure also

with which we listen to our own praise, is most
evident, inciting flatterers to practice upon us by
their designing arts. This strong innate love of

praise and honour from men a Christian must deny.

It must be the motives of his conduct, or the end
at which he aims, because, whilst this principle

sways his mind, the judgment of the world, not the

infallible decisions of scripture, will be the rule of

his life. In every case he will consider, not what
duty or the plain command of God requires, but
what will be for his reputation. What will the

world think of me ? will prove an alarm to his fear,

fatal to every intention of living as a Christian must

;

the fear ofappearing an enthusiast by abstaining from
fashionable vices, from criminal waste of time, and
from profaneness. This will reconcile him in time

to things most opposite to his duty. Such a one
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may indeed have some knowledge of the truth, but

eelf-love will compel him to hold it in unrighteous-

Bess : and he wiU be more guilty than those wlio am
vttierly ignorant of their duty> by stifling his conyic*

lions, in order to enjoy the fiivour of meiw
Further, this love of praise will not only lead you

inevitably into evil compliances, but utterly ^am^all

in you which has the appeanmoe of being good.

As base designing courtiers know no other staml^
to measure their eonductbut their princess pleasure,

so will you refuse to avow the belief of any doctrine,

W the necessity of any practice, which are not in

good repute with the world, even though you know
heih to be strongly enforced in God's vord^ as tfae

truth, and only way of salvation.

The love of praise from men, thus opposing our

obedience to the will of our Maker, we must deny

its pleasing, but treacherous insinuatious. For as

that woid teaches nothing but what is neoesaary and
infinitely beneficial too, we must in all things cotk*

form to it. Our single aim and constant ambition

onu^t be, to walk before God to all well-pleasing,

pej^ordless, whilst we act thus conscientiously, whe-
ther men approve or condenm our principles or coa»

duct. If, ia the dii>chargc of our duty, and bold

confession of the faith of Christ, we meet with

praise, as certainly we shall from all^who love God,
we may take encouragement from thence, and bse

thankful to him for his grace. If, on die contrary,

abuse and contempt are poured on us, we must, un-

moved, persevere to oflend those whose distempered

minds cannot bear fidelity to God. VVlmever reluc«

tance we may feel within, we must he proof:against

all the severe methods used to make love d cha*

racter work upon us to suppress or damp our zeal

for the truth, and the manner of life it obliges us to

kad« A noble s|pecies of self-deuial^ ia which Chiiik*
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tians disting^isb themselves. For though the love

of * praise be naturailjr no less sweet to ttemtfamo
others, yet they have motives sufficient to weanthem
from seeking it. Jesus Christ, the object of their

hope, love, and delight, is present to their mind.
They see him not only despised, but outraged, ghr-J

ing his back to the smiters^ and ins cheeks to them
that plucked off the hair. Frequent contemplation

of this affecting ol)ject disposes the mind to bear con-

tempt from the same sort of men who spit upon our
Lord, tieudes thia weighty reason, not to covet the

praise oT men, who love only wtuft is agreeable tor

dieir own false maxims and pursuits, Christians arc

taught to expe ct contempt on account of their attach*

ment to Christ, and exhorted neither to be surprise

«d nor discouraged at it.

When all the professing people of God used the

same mode of worship, and no opposition was made
on account of any supposed innovation in religion,

enmity was expressed with great resentment against

a truly excellent life. The wicked seeth the righ-

teous, aud gnashing upon them with his teeth. The
wicked have drown out the sword, and bent the bow
to slay such as be of upright conversation," Psalni

XXXvih When the publication of the gospel is fore-

told, the A4mighty exhorts all who should be dis-

posed to obey it not to suffer love of praise, or fear

of shame, to make tliem renounce or dissemble tlicir

faith. Harken unto me, ye that know righteoua-

ness, the people in whose heart is my law, fear ye
not the reproach of men, neither be ye afraid of their

rtviliags,'*' Isaiah h. 7. VV hen Jesus himscifdclinc-

ates the graces which adorn and distinguish his faith*

fill followers, viz. humility, medcness, love of righ*

teousness, purity, and mercy, he immediately adds,
•* Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and
persecute you for righteousness sake.

'
' For he knew



320 COMPLETE DUTY OF MAN. .

the chai-acter, though a beauteous resemblance of

his own, would upbraid men of partial superlic^

yirtue, and gall those ofa corrupt life.

These instructions strongly aid a sense of our du^
to seek only the honour thatcometh from God ; and

are ot great efficacy to cool the heart, which would
otherwise bum for reputation. .While Christians

are thus studying only to be approved of God^ their

singleness of intention^ according to that gracious

promise, is rewarded with the light of truUi, love,

and holiness, in which they enjoy more than a re-

compence for the loss of human praise, or the con.

tempt poured on their understanding, choice, and
conduct.

Further, self must be denied in our enjoyment of

lawful comforts. Intemperance, lewdness, covet-

ousness, and vain-glory, are in every degree defiling

and sinful. Nothing can be urged in their defence

by those who believe the Bible, or reason justly.

But, after these corruptions of heart are eonquered,

there remains much exercise for self-denial. Our
hearts must be disengaged from temporal blessings^

which have no intrinsic worth, that we may receive

.

the benefit they were intended to give, without put-

ting our peace in their power. And considering

how very uncertain all outward comforts are, and
how impossible it is to secure the enjoyment of them,
our interest, no less than duty, requires that we
should sit loose to them.
Amongst these lawful comforts, in which self

must be denied, our dearest relations are included

:

for though much love is due to them, and a great

tenderness of affection, from whence much pleasure

springs, still God alone must possess our chief love.

,

But without a jealous watch, when our affection is

tender as it ought to be, it will soon intrench upon
-what we owe to him, and render us lukewarm.

eiooole
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Kxceasife l<yre for a husband, Wife, or child, will

prove as fatal to the soul, and as injurious to God,
as excessive love of monfey, wine, or voluptuousness.

It will enslave us to an idol, which we shall studious-

ly seek to please, and be fearful to offend above ail

things. Our happiness will center in this short-lived

precarious idol, and its removal prove a stroke too

heavy to bear with Christian submission. The dan-

ger of this inordinate aficction with respect to nobler

objects than the covetous, aspiring, or lewd pmaue,
is expressly mentioned in scripture, and seff-denial

in tiiis instance enjoined. " If any man come to me,
and hate not his uther, and mother, and wife, and
children," (as much renounce all fondness for them
which would hinder faithfulness in my service, and
supreme love to my person, as if he hated them),
•« he cannot be my disciple, his heart cannot be whole
with me," Luke xiv.

St. nul inculcates the same degree of self-denial

respecting our dearest eardily comforts, founding

his doctrine on an everlasting reason. " Brethren,

the time is short ; it remaineth that both they that

have wives be as though they had none ; and thejr

that weep [for the loss of them], as though diey

wept not ; and they that rejoice, as though they re-

joiced not ; and they that buy, as though they pos-

sessed not ; and they that use this world, as not abus-

ing it ; for the fashion of tiiis worid passedi away
1 Cor. vii. Short-lived as we are ourselves, our best

eartlily comforts are often still shorter in their dura-

tion. Wherefore we act on^ according to the truth

of our condition in obeying God by m^lerating our

a&ctions towards all that are upon the earth. By
this means we shall receive the comfort they are able

to give, and still enjoy life in a separation from them
when that takes place* The unchangeable ali-suffi-

R a
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cient God will be our treasure, and the failure of the

citems which too may hew out for themselves, will

enhance the more to us the fountain of living waters.

To comprehend, with a more lively impression, the

excellent advantage of being thus disengaged from
inordinate afirction towards objects very dear to us,

look upon the fond mother, stupid and dumb with

grief, refusing, like Rachel, to be comforted be-

cause her child is gone, and harbouiing hard thoughts

of the adorable God, who gives and takes away as

he pleases. Turn to other objects. Observe the

settled melancholy which oppresses them. They
have lost, by a sudden stroke, the husband or wife

of their youth, in whom they promised themselves

years of joy. They see their hajjpiness shivered all

in pieces, and by the interment oi the idol on which

they doated, the whole creation is become to them
a desert ; the comforts others enjoy in the married

state aggravate their anguish, and all their refuge is

in the gloomy thought, that death will soon deliver

them.

These afflicting scenes, which so often present

tliem selves, prove, no act of duty can be more rea-

sonable or necessary than that of resisting and sup-

pressing all inordinate love towards our dear rela-

tions. Who can say they shall not be torn from us

in a moment ? And then, if we have delighted our-

selves in them beyond measure, they will surely

pierce us through with many pangs for their loss ; .

pangs which will not only cut us off from heavenly

consolations, but fill us with murmurings against

God, bringing upon us his heavy displeasure
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SUNDAY XLIV.

CHAP. XLIV.

On evil Shame.

Self must be denied in overcoming e?il shame.
Wc all naturally follow custom and fashion, and,

though not fired with love of fame, we still feel it

grievous to be reproached as a bigot, a fool, an en-

thusiast* Wherefore, when men observe that an
appearance of serionsness or attachment to scripture

principles, in condemnation of corrupt practices and
fashionable errors, will make them pass as disagreea-

ble persons, unfit for polite company till they gain

more liberal notions, they are ajrisid of religion.

Pride strongly pleads not to come forward as friends

to the truth of God, where it is despised, but appear

approvers of every thing in the mode, though we
condemn it in our heart.

This evil shame must be denied in all its work-
ings, because it is base, a great encouragement to

imquity, and destructive to our own souls.

Nothing can be baser than a dastardly obse-

quiousness to the opinions of men. It not onl^
speaks the dominion cowardice has over us, but it

is a most ungrateful return for more knowledge than

others have attained. Did God give you this know-
ledge, to which diousands are strangers, diat you
might affront and put the greater indignity upon him,
b]^referring your own paltry reputation to his fa-

vour ? that you might appear dark as the world in

your understanding, rather than bear ridicule from
the foes of truths- only foes because their deeds are
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evil ? Where must a soldier, ashamed of his king'

or service, appear ? Yet what fidelity does he owe
his king, what advanli^ does he reap in hb servioe,

worthy to be named with your ties, of duty to the

Lord over all, or with the benefits he hath poure4
put upon you ? Both justice and gratitude, thoieforey

oblige us all, as &r as we know the truA, mid our
duty, to avow bodi, and not be ashamed of being
counted righteous over-much, by men who have
nothing more than the &(pu^less form oC godhoess, if

so much as even that.

Beside&i till we stand forth advocates for tbe causa
of God and Christian piaotioe, in a manner becom<«

iiig our condition in life, we contribute to the in-

crease of wickedness. What all men either do them-

selves, or express no abhorrence of in others, wc
naturally conclude can have np great faann in it

Thus at length aU sense of Christian religion is ban*
ished from society, and vice and profaneness tri-

umph, all their deformUy in t^ put4^ judgment
toeing lost.

Tbese^ pemidouf evils would be certainly pie.

vented, if the fear of shame and reproach for God'j^

sake, was resolutely vanquished. Inferiors may
with modesty express a disapproving silence, or 4
qooi reserve ag^st vice and pro^neness ; andwbm
age, rank, or condition autbome, open and sharp re-

bukes of all that is immoral and irreligious are ne^

cessary to keep up the distinction of goo4 auid evil^

0uty and transgression.

,

By this means, menaremmndfidpf tbeirdepm^
dence upon God. 4^ often a word spoken in
maintenance of his cause is by his grace made ef-

fectual to awaken the conscience, and change the

heart But if, Irom mean selfJoye and &dr oi . los*

ing favour with worldty men, we nsfuae by any of
fl^ese methods to testify 910- sense of Gp4's suthoJnty|
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to cQofess our belief of bis triuli, iiatred of sin, and
love, of holiness, we become accessories to the
abounding of iniquity. For a tame spectator of in-

suits offered to his Maker, and au unconcerned wit-

ness of those hard speeches which ungodly sinners

are wont to speak against him, will ever be judged
by the offenders themselves to join in their sentU

ments, at least to see nothing detestable in them.

But if neither gratitude for a multitude of mer-
cies from God, nor fear of strengthening and increas*

^

ing the workers of iniquity, can prevail against our
natural cowardice in his cause, we are taught to op.

pose fear to fear ; to weigh against the shame of be-

ing reproached by men, the insufferable pain of

everlasting contempt from God and angels* For
immediately after the injunction' of that self-denial^

"vnthout which it is impossible to follow Christy the

trying instance of losing our character for his sake is

pointed out. Whosoever shall be ashamed of

andof rny words in this adulterous and sinful g^e-
ration, of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed,
when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the

holy angels. But whosoever shall deny me before

men, him will I deny also before my Fatlier which is

in heaveni^' Mark viii. 38.

Not that we nuist draw back even from severer

trials, than loss of character. We must take up our

cross, and forsake all, sooner than desert our duty,

or renounce our faith* To this trial the far greater

part of mankind are constantly called, though the

sword of superstition is sheathed, and the burnnig of

heretics is held in general detestation. For men have

no less fear of being starved than of being tied to tlie

stake. Now, the dependence all inferior ranks of
men have upon the great and opulent, make them
conclude they can never prosper without their coun-

tena^ce and favourf When a young man opens his
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Aapi or enters on the profession of law, physie, <»r

divinity, how desirable to be employed by the fiteh,

or to have their biniie, and be adniittcd as a welcome
^ruest to their tabic ! Who can gain considerably un-

less in cities of commerce, or rise to eminence in any

profession, without their interest? Hence arises a

most violent temptation; which very few have integ-

rity :ind fortitude to withstand; a temptation on no
account to be disagreeable to the great and wealthy,

or to their principal domestic, by whom so much
may be got or lost Are they therefore profane?

Not only the tradesman, but the lawyer, physician,

and divine, will be afraid of confessing the fairh, or

practising the duty of a Christian. Are they lewd
and intemperate ? How rare to find rither trades-

man, lawyer, physician, or divine, who will risk his

worldly interest by frowning upon their impiety, re-

velling, lasciviousness, and excess, or dare to utter

Goc word in condemnation of such vile conduct L
Against the remonstrances of conscience, self-4nter»

est will lead a man carefully to avoid displeasing his

best customers, his most profitable clients, or pa-

tients, or periiaps his only patron, who can raise him
in the church.

No one can deny, that the principal inhabitants

in every place keep the vast multitude of their in-

feriors in awe ; noblemen and gentlemen of large

estate keep in awe all wlio want to make their for-

tune. And farmers and tradesmen, all who earn their

bread under them. And where superiors are earthly

and sensual, scarcely will you find their dej:)endents

more religious than themselves. This is one of the

chief obstacles to the success of the gospel. In this

situation. Christian self denial displays its energy.

Every real believer in Christ will dare to shew invio-

lable regard to the truth and law of God, though
certain the rich or great will take offence at him on
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tet 'lMmcknt Fear of &lting, or iff want, will not
betray him to dissemble, or deny his duty. Whilst
on the one hand discretion and humility preserve

him frmn irritating the profane by improper rebuke
or forward behaviour, fear and love ofGod, on the

other, will certainly lead him to bear some testimony

against such lawless conduct, and such contempt
poured on the revelation of peace and truth.

The we^ht which eternal things have in the be-

liever's m|nd« the smart he has often felt in his con*

science for seeming to approve what he knew God
has condemned ; the express command that all

Christians shall publicly profess their faith, and the

sufferings Christ endured to obtain his eternal re-

demption, join their influence, and fortify his mind
sooner to risk the loss of all, than be ashamed of

God and his word. And thtnigh such an opposition

to impious custom (decent, rational, and noble as it

is) extremely terrifies man, yet those who are bold

to make it, submitting to God in diligence and in-

tegrity to provide for them, generally prosper: for

they are heirs of the unconquerable promise : ",Come
out from among them, and be ye separate, and I

will receive you, and 1 will be a Father unto you^

and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the

Lord Almighty/' 2 Cor. vi.

And if any nuui, professing himselfa Christian,

dare not thus rely up<Mi Crod for temporal provision,

though it seems to be endangered by adherence to

his duty, let not that man deceive himself—his pro-

fession is like that of the traitors, he is an arrant in-

fidel in his heart, and bis actions prove it. Nay,
worse; than infidelity is chargeable upon him: an

horrid idea of God, which, were it entertsunedby his

children and friends of himself, would be a dagger to

his heart :—an idea that God can see, and not deliver

his own child in distresses brought on him from cor*
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dial lovt to his heavenly Father^s name, thouf^ att

power lie in his h inds to rewaid and bless. Such a

one, O fearful professor, dost tiilou conceive the God

0f heaven and earth to be.

SUNDAY XLV.

CHAP. XLV.

On selMenied Sulmiutiim of our Undftntuidiiig to

God's Word.

This is a restraint no less difficult for men of su-

perior understanding to brook, than for the sensual

to live in chastity, the covetous to be lil)erai, or the

fearful to be bold forGod and duty. Yet, in requh--

ing such submission to his naked word, he requires

nothing unreasonable, because the objects of feith

exceed human comprehension, and at present are

reveded only in part. "We preach," saith tbt

apostle, the wisdom of God in a mystery.**

Therefore, scripture must not be rejected under pre-

tence that it contradicts common sense. Instead of

indulging, we must repel that insolent query. How
can these tihings be? For, as ignorant creatures, it

is our duty, as Christians our profession, to believe

^hat God has declared. And when his declaration

is made, we must shut our eyes against numberless

difficulties relating to the niaimer how things exist,

to which human wit and human ignorance may give

birth. 1 his is our duty, though mortifying iiftnite-

ly to men of science, who are arrogant from conceit

%f their abilities and penetration, for, how can any
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one have reason to deny or doubt that to be true

(which involves no palpable contradiction), when
our Maker hath affirmed it ? Or, how can one be
sure there is "^x. real contradiction in things, which it is

certain, and even confessed, he cannot thoroughly

<x>mprehended ? Though reason, therefore^ be of

signal service in teaching us» to a certain decree, the
^ knowledge of causes and effects, and^ within its

proper limits, is never to be disparaged, yet, under

the influence of self-conceit and arrogance, it proves

no less ah enemy to God and man than the vilest oC
our passions. For it will teach^us to disdain the no*

tioii of implicit faith even in our Maker, and to urge

the supposed absurdity of scripture-doctrines, and
their repugnancy to preconceived opinions, as suf-

ficient to reject them, till the whole of revelation be
denied. First the incarnation of God; then, his

atonement ; after these, the fall, man's natural cor-

ruption, and the agency of the Holy Ghost ; till at

last scarce any doctrine in the Bible is allowed to be
true, but what a Deist would receive*^

Should it be said, implicit faitfa hys us open to all

absurdities, under pretence of reverence for the au-

thority of God ; the answer is obvious ; a distinction

* The sufficiency of reason is an idea most RatteHng, which
we therefore recme before we are avngre of the consequence*
Yet is it necessary that we should be gradually led on to this be-

lief, before we can consider the authority of reason as decisive.

Were we 9Xjlrat taught it is superior to the revelation of God
in his word, we should be shocked ; but when artfully conduct-

ed step by step to the belief of our oWn consequence, and eaU-

lioned against giving credit to any thing our reason does not

eomprehend, which is said to be the mfallible test of truth, that

very reason Which, under due restrictiop, would haVe helped .

to preserve man from error, when exalted and trusted in as

sufficient of itself will in&llibly sink him into the lowest dregs

of it. For no sooner does reason hesitate to determine for him,
than he becomes a sceptic ; confounded in lus further inquiriesi

he degenerates into an inidel avowed) or covert*
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must be made bttvvreen the time, before we ai e per-

Maded the Bibk is ofGod, and after we know it to be

la Before, we have full liberty to put to the severe

est trial all the evidences which demonstrate the

scripture is a revelation from God. Every one ca-

pable of tills inquiry,should do so, because these

pitKifs are palpable, iod make their appeal totwr rea^

9on^ which is fully qualified to judge of the truth of
facts. Durinj^ the vv hole time these proofs are un-

der examination, reason is to sit sole arbitress ; but

when once the scripture is received, as it alwayii

must be when men ate honest in their search^ it im-
nedtately claims absolute submnsion to its doc-*

trines. After thib, should wc pretend that reason

authorizes us to question any truth the book con«

tains, weaiv self-coodemned, because it is the height

both of folly and arroganoe to urge against an infiil«

lible teacher the repugnancy of what he affirms to

our own ideas. On the contrary, when once the

book is acknowledged to be of God, it instantly be-

eomesan act.of the hi^iest treason to rely entirely

t^MXi scripture testimony.

That it is the duty of a Christian in this manner

to deny the arrogance natural to men of superior un-

derstanding, the following declaration proves : ^ ^ I wiU

destroy the wisdom, of the wise, and will bring to

nuihine^ the understanding of the prudent. Where is

the wise? W here is the Scribe? Where is t[ie dis-

puter of this world ? Haih not God made foolish the

wisdom of this world V* I Con i. The absolute

contrariety which scripture truth bears to what die

wisest men naturally conceive it is jit God should

reveal, is affirmed, when it is said, " the wisdom of

God is foolishness to men.'' This doctrine, so

mortifying to those who lean to their own under-

standing, Chriht remarkably confirnis ; for he rejoic-

ed in spirit, tliat tliose who^ like Utile children, sub-
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mitted to believe whatever the word of God teaches^

enjoyed the inestimable blessing of divine know-

ledge, able to save their souls ; whilst men who
idolized their own intellectual abilities were incapa-

ble of linikrstahding the truth. I •Aiank thee, O
Father, Lord of Heaven and earth, bccLiuse thou

hast hid tiiese things from the wise and prudent, and
hast revealed them unto babes : even so, Father,

for so it seemed good in thy sight,*' Matth. xi.

St. Paul urges the same self-denial, when he af-

firms, " If any man think himself wise, let him be-

come a fool [in bis own judgment, as much in need

of being taught every thing], that he may be wise.''

Afid he particularly teaches us, that this self-denial

is effected by apos;olic preaching, wherever it suc-

ceeds to the salvation of the hearer, ** It casts down
imaginations [corrupt reasonings, corrupt because
impious, where the word of God hath decided] and
every high thing that exalteth itself against the know-
ledge of God, and brings into captivity every thought
to the ob^ience of Christ."

Such assertions can have neither use nor itieaniilg,

but to suppress that sceptical daring spirit, which
too many dignify as the just exercise of reason, and
a noble freedom of iniquiry, in opposition to the au-
thority of established creeds.

Nor would there have been such assertims in

scripture, were there not in us, when we possess su-

perior understanding, cultivated by much reading, a

propensity to make articles of religion for ourselves,

though in fact it is impossible to know the things of
Cvod, any ferther than we are taught them from his

own mouth. Believers in Christ must constantlv

guard against this abuse of reason and learning, and
not dare, through difficulties which may be startedy

to cavil with the scripture.

It is absolutely necessary our understanding
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should thus submit to the authority of €kidV woid,
because a man can never be a Christian without it*

Since every doctrine peculiar to the church of

Christ, ifwe will not give full credit to the rcveakl*

liatb in it inMiperable difficulties, pridey^aided faf

«

small degree of penetratioii, will find endless maltef

to arraign the scripture in its account of the origin

of our misery ; its character of the Redeemer, and

his incarnation; of the Spirit's agency f of the peni^

alty incurred by every transgression, and< llie {Hin-

ishment of all who are damned. These se^ral cap^

ital articles of our creed, must be received upon the

mere authority of their voucher, the written word,

or not at aU. And those who disdain to acquiesce

in such testimony do and must deny ;the^^ SkuAl of

Christ in their hearts, though, for obvious ree^onsf

they choose to call themstlvts Christians, and to re-»

main in the bosom of Christ's church, though infiv

defs to aU intents and purposes. ^ ;

Self must be <knied in rejecting all hope towards
God, built upon our own righteousness. This is a
severe instance of mortification to us all, much be-

yond aay that l>as been insisted on* Yet, whatevex^

pur good qualities may be, however great and shin-

ing our attainments in grace, we must confess before

God, our eternal condemnation would be inevitable,

should our Maker enter into judgment with us, in-

stead of showiag usi compassion, and loving us iree«

ly. For how i^ it possible we can honour me sacri-

fice of Christ as God would have it honoured, i£ we
fancy our own goodness can ever absolve us from
guilt ? How can we flee for refuge to the Saviour,

and abide in hin^ as our strong tower, unless we al-

waifs see ourselves exposed to the aven^r ofUood,
if not protected and justified freely through the rc-

, de niption that is in him? How can we, in fervent

gglf.^basing gratitude;, bqvv 4Q\ya tQ ^rod jfor impute

Digitized by Google



COMPLETE DUTY OF MAN, 33»

ing to us his righteousness, if we renounce not our
own as utterly insufficient to jmswer for us at his bar?
Or liow can we place our whok dependence on the

Beloved of ttae Father for acceptance in him, unless

conscious, to our last moment on earth, that we ne-

ver can be justified or deemed righteous for our own
obedience?

' From these reasons, (not to be set aside, through

the many evasions pride, aided by much subtlety,

hath contrived), a Christian denies his self in a de-

gree no earth-b(3rn system of reliction requires. And
though this very humblinj^ estimation of our moral

exceUence be the most difficult of all things to attain,

yet soripture strongly urg^s it upon us, both by ex-

ample and doctrine. Job cries out, Behold! I

am vile, I abhor myself." Upon inquiry, we find

this accuser of liimself had not, even in the judg-
mentof God, his equal in moral goodness upon the

whole earth. Yet the Ikult he bewailed, and which
extorted his confession, was too hi^^h an opinion

pf his own worth : he had said, 1 am clean without
tnmsgression ; I am innocent, neitherb there iniqui<»

ty in me Job xxxiii* 9. And for thus overrating

his spiritual attainments, he loathes himscli in his

own eyes. Who now (receiving the scripture testi-

mony borne to Job's character) can think himself less

sullied with evil, or less defective in duty, than this

illustrious child of God ?

What Job was in old time, St. Paul evidently

appears to have been in the Christian church. Who,
in labours or sufferings for the glory of God, who,
in love toGod or man, in purity of heart and conver-

sation, or extensive usefulness, can be compared
with him? Yet so far is this most distinguished

saint . and apostle of Christ, from confiding in his

moral excellence, or fancying it the ground in any
degree of his justific^ition before God, that he enu- -
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meratet what he had done and suffered for Christ's

sake, onli/ that he might shew how utterly he dis*

claimed it all as the fouadation of his hope tow ards

God. tie poured contempt upon it, oalling it loss

and dung, in comparison of being found ki Christy
^* not having his own righteousness^ which is of
law [?' e. not trusting in his own obedie nce for jus^

tificatiuii]. but that which is thiough the faith of
Christ, tiie rigbteousne^ which is of God by £iiih

I^il. iU.

What these and other most excellent persons,

recorded in Holy VWit, declare in disparageiuent of

their own righteousness, is confirmed an a doctrine

of great impoitance by several passages. The poor -

and needy are represented as the only objects of the

Kedeemer's grace, Ps. Ixxii. Whilst the good and
virtuous in their own eyes are scattered in the

proud imagiimtion of their hearts, and sent empty
away," Luke i. A lowly mind is described as the

m/y temper becoming our Christian profession,

whilst the haughty spirit w hich prompts men to trust

in their own righteousness, is expressed as the only

cause of excluding from salvatioo, even those who
had a zeal for God ; Romans ix. By dcx^trine there^

fore, by examples, and by his own experience of
numberless defects, every believer in Jesus is led to

call himself vile hi the midst of his highest attain-

ments! and constantly to esteem himselfa needy im-
potent vessel of mercy, who has nothing to delight in

but the name of the Lord, nor ground of confiideiice

towards God I)ut his righteousness.

Compare tliis extensive self-denial, practised by
the true members of Christ's church, with what
either enthusiasm or superstidon have, under 4hal

name, enjoined. The contrast is striking indeed.

How fr'volous and despicable to make self-denial

(as weak enthusiasts do) consist in the shape or coU
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#ur of our clothes, in demure looks and precise be«

haviour, or abstaining only from fashionable diver*

skms ! These things h} pocrites may do» and shine

as patterns oi such mortification, whilst self, in its

worst tempers, is fully indulged. The self-denial

which stem superstition enjoins is worse* It impri-

sons for life men and women, endued with acHve
powers, and formed for society : it makes them
move like clock-work in a round of religious rites;

it clothes them with sackcloth, and orders tlieiu to

piactise many useless severities upon the body ; it

calls them to desert the very station in which Pro-

vidence had fixed their lot, and buries even the ex-

cellencies they have in a cloister and a cell.

Examined by the rule of scripture, how mistaken,

how pitiable, how unprofitable is the zeal of such
devotees ! On the contrar}', what a just understand-

ing, what fortitude of mind, what personal and pub-
lic benefits are conspicuous in Christian self-de-

nial !

It teaches us to use the plenty of meats and drinks

given us by divine bounty, without any abuse of
them ; thus confronting by our example, and severe-

ly condemning all excess. It teaches us to enjoy

die rich comforts of the marriage -state, and the va-

rious pleasures which spring from the chaste union <^
the sexes, and a well- governed family, infinitely

outweighing all that hist enthroned in a filthy heart

can boast. It enables us to carry on trade without

covetousness, thoug^h every incitement to that sor«

did passion surrounds us. In the reciprocal exer-

cise of tender afiection between dearest relations and

friends, it secures the supreme love of the heart ibr

God. It teaches us to avow his cause, and adhere
to it, in contempt of our worldly interest, our hon-
our, and our character. It teaches us to sacrifice

our prying curiosity, and desire of comprehending
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fully the truths of God before we believe them, to

the veneration we on e his oracles. And after an in«

trepid venture of all for his sake, it teaches us, in-

btcad oi eyeing with self-complacency our moral ex-

cellence, to cry, Enter not into judgment with thy

scr\ ant, O Lord*"
This extensive, most noble self-denial, is suffi-

cient.—Away then with the unnatural life the con-
vent ; away w ith all the inventions of will-worbhip,

silence, and total solitude, hair shirts, iron girdles,

and the coarsest food. Away with all the whimsical

uncommanded singularities in dress, and the iashion

of the exterior man, which enthusiasts so violently

press. It is far severer self-denial to mortify every

evil and corrupt desire natural to the heart. It is

more courageous to fight till we die, than fly from
the battle, it Is more profitable to mankind to shine

a light before their eyes, than to be immured with a
select company, as if piety could not live in the com-
merce of the world. And it is infinitely more for the

glory of Christ, that the new heart and new spirit

which he hath given should be known and seen of
all men, than be buried in perpetual concealment.

Most useful, honourcible, and excellent, are they who
deny all the cravings of corrupt self in the midst of
forbidden objects. They, and they alone, prove
the efficacy of the Saviour's prayer in their behalf:
** Father, take them not out of the world, but keep
them from the evil,"

PRAYER,
Suited to the preceeding Subject

O LORD, the author and continual preser-
ver of our being, thou hast an absolute right

biyiiized by Google



COMPLETE DUTY OW MAN. 3$r

^vefm. We arc thy property ; to thee, and for thee-

only» ought we to live. But we confess our shame,

our misery, and sin. We have im|nousiy exalied

ourselves, and treated thy eternal majesty as un-

worthy our regard. Professing ourselves Christians,

we have refused to deny ourselves^ to take up our
cross and follow thee. We have cherished the de-

sires of our corrupt nature. We have encouraged

those vile affections, which we ought to have be-

wailed, opposed, and strangled in their birth* We
have obstinately thoui^ht the happiness of man's life

was in fulfilling the lusts of the flesh and of tlie mind;
and our wliole aim has been to please ourselves*

Hold up, O Lord, before our eyes this melancholy
truth, that holy shame may cover us ; that vvc may
return to thee our God with weepin,^ and supplica-

tion. O blot out all our sins for his righteousness

sake, who pleased not himself, but came, in the

body thou hadst prepared for him, to do thy will*

By him may we be sanctified, and delivered froui

the wrath due to us for all our self-indulgence.

We have i^ow heard our duQr explained and urged^

that we must mortify all our evil and corrupt appe-

tites. O give us to beware of surfeiting and drunk-

enness. May we eat for strength, not for gratifica-

tion, and drink for thirst, not to inflame ourselves

with wiQe, wherein is excess. By thy grace, may
we always keep under our bodies, and resist every

lewd desire or thought. Suffer us not to look upon
a woman to lust after her ; inspire us with hatred of
all foolish talking and filthy jesting, all sights, books,
and amusements, which defile and war against the

soul. Convince us that thou wilt judge all whore-
mongers and adulterers, and that no lewd person
shall enter into thy kingdom.

Enable us to overcome the love of the world, aiid

Sill desire of wealtli and greatness. May vvc b^ con*
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tent with such things as we have, and let our whole ,

conversation be without covetousness. Give us
'

grace to conquer the love of money, which is the

root of all evil. Keep us ever satisfied with thyself,

O God, as our portion, atid never suflfer us to in-

dulge so much as a single wish for any thing in this

world, more thaa food and raiment. Ddiver us i

from tbe pride of our hearts, which thirsts for praise

and honour from men. Let all our ambition be tm

please thee. Let us not fear the faces of men, nor

be afraid of their rcvilings. Make us bold to main-

tain thy honourt and ready on every fit occasion

with meekness to witness a good confession of th^

truth, and our duty.

Set our hearts at liberty from all inordinate affec-

tion for those we love, and to whom we are dear;

wd may we never provoke thee to jealousy by hol^

ourinp them above thy divine majesty. Skvt us

from all conceitofour own understanding, and from

caviUing at tiie doctrines thy infallible word teaches.

And whatever we have done for thee, or received at

thy hands, let each of us make this request living and

dying, God be merciful to me a sinner, for hik Sail
|

who was delivered for our offeuceSi and raised aga^ i

iior our ju&Uficalion« Amen*
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SUNDAY XLVI.

CHAP. XLVI.
J

On deToiioiud Duttei.

WhEH the practice and tempers essential to Christ

dans are explained, too many cry out. Who Aeit

can be saved ? There is really no place in the Chris-*

. tiaii scheme for such despondency. Though our

natural weakness and corruption be much greater

t^n such objectors believe, still Christian ob^ience
springs from a root sufficient to produce it all. For
God, the mighty God, hath promised light, power,

and consolation to those who seek them in Christ

^esus, sufficient to' maintain every holy temper in the

measure required*

The means which must be used with diligence

and perseverance, to obtain these supernatural sup-

plies, are called, by way of distinction, Devotional

Duties, an4» in every one's judgment, are essential

to religion. Yet, through sad self-abuse, devotion-

al duties in general are mere religious formalities,

which dishonour God, lull nominal Christians into

a false peace, and harden the profone in their con*
tempt of religion itself To guard againstan error so
pernicious, I shall treat at large on the nature of de-

votional duties, and the right method of performing

them ; confining myself principally to secret prayer,

and reading the word df God; as what will be of-

fered on these two capital parts of devotion bears an
easy application to all public ordinances, aad other

means of grace.
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With respect to prayer, the object of it is God
^alone, because tlie end of prayer, is to obtain deli-

verance or preservation from evil, or the possession

I of good ; therefore our application must be made

to him from whom every good and perfect gift

icometh; who orders all things according to the

;
counsel of his own will, able completely to bless us

in spite of all opposition ; and without whose favour

J
the whole creation cannot afford either protection

or comfort. Joined with uncontrolable power, the

attributes of omnipresence and omniscience are es- ,

sential to the true objtct of prayer, in order that not

one supplicant should be overlooked ; not one of

the numberless millions of petitions offered up in the

^same instant throughout the world be lost ; and that,

amidst the infinite variety of complicattd cases, the

things best for each individual, and those only,

should be confeired. United with these perfections,

there must be mercy and love to forgive our sins,

to overcome our fears, and encourage our petitions,

conscious as \vc must be of our own vileness when
we are fit to pray. • ^ ^- -

Thus, from the nature of prayer, it is evident

we must address ourselves to God alone. We are

taught the same in his oracles. V Praise waiteth

for thee, O God, in Sion, and unto thee shall the vow
be performed. O thou that hearest prayer, unto

thee shall all flesh come." Psal. Ixv. "I am the

Lord thy God, thou shalt have none other gods be-

fore me. Thou shalt not make to thyself any gra-

ven image, nor the likeness of any thing that is in

heaven above, nor in the earth beneath, nor in the

water under the earth. Thou shalt not bow down
to them, nor worship them ; for I, the Lord thy

God, am a jealous God," Exod. xx.

A truth so pl'iin, so imp^^rtant, so often repeated

in scripture, that the monsuous corruptions ofwor-
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'^tfiip intiioduoed by pi^^^ Me Mtetfr offlfltonbk

ment, no less diati hunentatSon. Instead of making
God the only object of their trust, papists have be*

sides him almost innumerable saints and angels, and
from each, they tell us, they are to receive some be«

:jiefit in answer to tbeir prayers* They tell us lliere

are above advocates am! patrons for all exigencies

2md occasions, who defend men from dangers and
^diseafies, and bestow favours and virtues. They tdl

:41s, are to apply to these patrons, witfiqiit troub*

ling God the Father asid the Redeemer, -who is GoS,
by presuming, upon every occasiou, to make imme-
•dUate addresses to them. *

'

"

^A horrid superstition; at once confuted, when you
laiow what perfections are essential to the object of
our prayers. Where is almighty power, infinite un-

dcrstLindiiig, and omnipresence, but in the eternal

God '? Uow absurd then and impious to csdl on those

for help, who by nature are Jio gods*; so limited as 6>

be jficapable of knowing what we want, or bestow-
ing w hat we ask ?

Our prayers should generally ^ (if we exac^
isUawtke scripture rule) be addressed to the Father,

in dependence upon the sacrifice and mediation of
the Son, and the influence of the Spirit. In thb
manner of address, the distinct part each person of

the Godhead bears in the salvation of sinners, the

kfinte^puri^ of God, and our own defilement to
n

* I say generallyJ for therem nuwufttms instances of prayer

Hi^ressed to Jesus Christ. The disciples prayed to him, sfi-

p:e(ue ourfaith—the dyiiig malefactor, to save his soul* Ste*

pihen, with his dying breath, commended himself into hiji

ftands. Paul besought him thiice to take away the thom in his

ieshyvod itvles him Lordom all, rich iti mercy to iOtiuit calf

upon loam ; for, whotocmr cslleih on the niOKB tlis Lori
fhaU be saved. These are precedents (never to be set BfAdc)

proving^ that each member of the Christian church may and will

say, as Thomas <fid to Jem} My Lord and my Qed«
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the last, are fomibly taught ; paints ofsuch moineiit^

that sdl acriptuie labours to impress them on ouc

minds.
Now, as God is the only object to whom we must

pray^ so prayer is the spreading before him the

wmtB and dc^res we feeL Without this, the bes|»

chosen petitions repeated punctually every morning

and evening out of a book, or tlie greatest fluency

of expression, are only the mimicry of prayer. A
sort of devotion, which the proud and self-sufficient,

and most grossly ignoranti can practise ; on whidt
the formal and superstitious can fancy themselves

rcli.^ious in an extraordinary degree, though they

never prayed once since they were bonu Fw as

the needy only can stoop to ask alms, so we b^n
to pray, and not before, when we feel ourselves ready

to perish, if w e receive not the things we ask for.

* This sensibility of real want, scripture representa-

tions and examples prove essential to prayer. " If

thou shall seek the Lord, thou shalt find him; if

thou seekest him with all thy heart, and with all thy

soul," Deut. iv. "Trust in God at all times ;
pour

out your hearts before him," Ps. Ixii. The Lord

is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to all that

eall upon .him in truth,'' Ps. cklv. 18. When the

inspired Solomon commands us to pray for wisdom,
he emphatically expresses the need we must feel of

Ihat.^t. . "If thou criest after knowledge, and lift-

^t up thy voice for understanding ; if thou seekest

her as silver, and searchest for her as for hid treas-

ure.'* Our Lord jMjints out the same feeling as

essential to prayer ; he describes it by asking^y seek-

ing^ knocking : terms which express a pungent need
of help, and an immediate answer. St. James, hold*

ing out the very same idea, calls successful petitiOT

inwrought prayer. What scrijnure thus defines to

be prayer, the practice of God's saints illustrates.

4
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When they came before the throne of grace, they
were penetrated with the feeling of their necessities.

With my whole heart have I sought thy favour.

At evening, and at morning, and at noon-day^ will

I cry, and that instantly $ and thou shalt hear me.**

See another example of the distress iind importunity

of a true supplicant : " Out of the depths have I

cried unto thee, O Lord : Lord hear my voice. O
let tluae ears be attentive to the voice ofmy suppli^

fcation." In the address of Daniel, greatly beloved,

every syllable breathes sense of ^vant, which scarce

knows how to bear the least denial or delay. ** O
Lord hear, O Lord forgive : O Lord hearken, and
do J defer not for thine own sake, O my God."

From this scripture representation of prayer, that

it means spreading the wants we feel before God, it

is plain, all men stand perfectly on a level in their

natural state, as to any ability to pray/ Outwwl
circumstances here make no difference. A polished

scholar and an ig^norant clown ; those who have

been most piously trained, and those who have been

brought up profanely ; diose who have been kept

back from sinful excesses, and those who havephing.

ed most deeply into them, if no other difference

takes place, remain alike strangers to real prayer.

For, notwithstanding the grosses ignorance, and bad

'education, and profligate manners, soon^aft ever the

sting of sin is felt, and its tyranny oppresses the

soul, prayers and cries will ascend up to God from

a humble troubled heart. On the contrary, where

the guilt, strength, and defilement of sin are not

pdnfuUy felt, neither learning nor pious educadon,

nor abstinence from all vice, will enable any one to

pray. In many instances, these advantages blind

and flatter by their specious appearance ; in all, they

are entirely distinct from conviction of sin, and

every alarming apprehension of its issue, unless par-
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dmed and subdued* For aU true knowledge and

just apprehensions of sin, wherever found, are

owiQg to an infinitely Iiigher cause* They are the

tSbet of A firm belief in God's %vord, declaring th^

iinfifi"^ of sin, aoda heart ao humbled as to plead

guilty to the charge of it. But it is not in thi

power of good education much less of learnings

to praduGe either* They are the gifts of God; gi^
M iMner roceivedt than all impediments to pia>yer

vmimIu Want imsiediately makes the stammenng
tongue of the unlearned, or of those who have been

in time past most wicked, speak plain enoiiii^h in

tfie ears of God. Want makeis the heart, whiicil

was before too gross to conceive any excellency

the things of God, seek after them with earnest cries.

And whatever difference good understanding, pious

education, or general abstinence £rom vice, waj

mtkr in the ^^nuitter of confessaQn» the degiees of

guilt, or the ch<Hce of words,*^ still the prayer which

God accepts, and answers with a blessing to the

aoul, will be exacdy Ui& same in the little sinner, as

in the great ; in the poor as in the rich^ in the low*

ostand weakest of the people, as in the most accom-

plished preacher of God^ truth.

May this scriptural account of prayer undeceive

many who presume they stand accepted with tlieir

Maker on account of tfatfsir multiplying exercises of

devotion, when instead of feeling themselves sinful,

impotent creatures, as their prayers constantly repre-

sent them to be, ^^cy they are righteous, and swell

with conceit of superi<Mr goodness, becsiu^e they so

often repeat prayers, and so punctually frequent tbe

church. May this scripture account of prayer efl*

cotirage all who feel their own viieness, xvhatever

tliey have been, to make their confession, and po^

out then: compliunts before God, though their lUt^^

ftnce or knowledge be very defective, s^nd siwU-^s



COMPLETE DUTY OF MAM. 343

men would despise, and though their past lives havfe

been most profligate. May this scripture account

of prayer convince also poor peopk it is mere hy-

pocrisy and love of darkneas, because dieir deeds alts

evil, when they pretend they cuinot pray, because

they cannot read a letter—^for nothing but contempt

cf Grod's word, and denial of our sinful condition as

represented' in that word, leave either learned or un-

learned under such hardness of heart, as to feel no
want of grace, mercy, and peace from God, conse-

quently unable to pray.

Further, it is plain from the nature of prayer, as it

means qmading our wants before Godi that a real

- concern for salvation will excite prayer at all times,

and in all places. We shall pray when about our

business and in company, unseen by every human
eye, as really as when alone^ or in our closet; Fre*

quentejacubtions {i. prayers darted up to heaven)
will be the necessary consequence of lon^ng desires

in the heart towards God, and the remembrance of
his nalne«^In proportion as we love an object, t^ur

dioi^ts and wishes ever follow and fix upon it*

"V^^ proceed from the nature, to consider the sub-
ject matter of prayer, or what wants we are to spread

befcnre tkc Lord. Certainly they must he only such
as bciDomes him to supply, as we are warranted by
faisrv>wn woid to mid^e known to him, and assured

by his promise, either absolutely or with limitation,

that he will reUeve.

We may ask temporal blessings ; ease when in

racking pain; health when pitiing sickness has taken
us off from our employment, or wasttd our strength;

a maintenance, that we be not left destitute. We
may ask the continuance of our own lives, and the

lives of our dearest reiations' and friends, when in

danger. Prayer may be maite to God for each of
these bwefits ; because instances of each are record-

V V
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cd in scripture; because, by imploring them, we
ualt God «3 the sovereign Lord of lile, aiid ka

Mmforts ; and thus ow absolule dcpMdkaice iipM
hha is GonfinDedt and our gmtitudie ftr bis fvfom
iacreased.

But though it be lawful to pray for any of these

benefits, we must do it always with subnuoaimi lbs

will of God, provided ht sees it best to gite what
we ask ; always remembering that things of this

kmd are promised only on condition that they are i

for the giory of God, and ouf good ; always remem*
bering that ease^ health, mamtenanoe, fiiemby and
fife itself, are things unspeakably mean^ compared

j

with spiritual and eternal blessings.
j

Indeed a real Christian can never desire tluags teaiN !

pond as his chief good^' yet k is veiy pfoper toaat
(

Aem «f our Maker, because vasmy who bains int
prayed only for the removal of some temporal evil,

or the continuance of some temporal good, have

been led, by God's gracious answer, to seek .'his' ,

hiwjpdpm ana rightecusaoss wi^ tbcbwbdb beait >

But spiritual and eternal blessings must be the

chief matter of a Christian's petition. He must ask

for the spirit of wisdom smd revelation in the knowr
|

ledge of Christ* and for patdim tbvoi^ hsi bkxxk
"He must pray that he may compiehend, i^att-
saints, the breadth and length, and height and

depth of his love, that he may mortify every vile

a&ctiout and bear a brighter ^oeofonaiiy te his

image« -

^

These are the grand things of which all Chns*

tians feel their want, which they pursue with ardour,

and daily wait upon God to receive ina more abuO"

dant measure.
Besides this general matter of prayer, comnMO t©

the whole church of Christ, each private believer >

finds particular matter for hmii^lf suggested irott^
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his own trials, the frame of his mind, and the ap-

pointments of Providence respecting him. Every
alteration in either ofthese particulars produces some
MRwpondent iMmt iiti Ae man. Theitsfim, as teal

fnyer is spreading our wants before God, the peti«

tions which may be very proper to-day will be quite

unsuitable to our case to-morrow ; and what wa;!i suf-

icieRt in certain circumslanoes will in nppbstte onea

be deftarably defective. Consequently the

of our privnte prayers must ribc out of the objects

and occurrences around us^ and the impressions

wkiok they inake Ufoi» us. For as different lempta*

tioQS present tbemselves, different will beiiie woric^

ing of corruption. Sometimes we dial! feel pride^

envy, and self-preference ; at others, impatience,

anger, discontent, or peevishness. Now impure
tliottghts msnf be' excited» then love of prase, euft

Mrmisings, e.'* llneharitafaAe eonclusions, or lusting

after money. According to these frequent and im-

portant variations, ou. petitions must be adapted

1m pardon, deUverance, and the aids of grace. And
though siieh an admimble form of puMiewersMp at
ours, comprehending every particular case, which,
quick as thought, each individual will for himseljf

perceive, is profitable in the highest degree ; yet in

secmt, before God^ it seems lio less improper t» »

use a form of prayer wfaidi anollief hais composed,
than to procure a person to tell for us, to the physi-

cian, our own pains and feelings in sickness. These
we can tell to anotberi why not te the physician

bimself?
^ Particular assistances are also needful, according
to our station in life, and the snares to which we are

exposed on that acoount* The rich and noble stand

in the midst ofdangers peculiar to themselves ; men
in tnde and mercmndise 'have very much tx> fear

from their business ; whilst pastors and teachers, it>

'
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order to be pure from the blood of those committed

to their cliarge, need a great measure of wisdonv
love, and zeal.

It is» therefore, by no means sufficient, timtwe ask

of God those things which he commands meu to

. seek, and has promised to bestow, unless we also

specify what we in particular now want. We must

derive our petitions not only from the teaching of

the word, and a knowledge of things necessary for

us as Christians, but from our own feelings and de-

sires. And unless our state of heart does of itself

dictate to us the .matter of our prayer, there is no

reason to think we are in earnest. For if our sins

and corruptions were grievous, surely we should con-
'

fess them. If they were odious in our own eyei^,

surely we should be very particular and urgent in re^

questing ofGod to sdbdue them.
Besides, it appears scarcely possible to guard efr

fcctually against formality in prayer, unless it be

used as a simple, constam application to God, i<x

tiie suj^ly of our daily and peculiar wants. Nor 4s

it any objection to say, very few, in oomparisoD(

have ability to adapt good words to their particular

cases, proper for others to hear: Gmnted'^—^Yet every

one is sufficiently qualified to do this alone bebxc

Qodf who seeth the heart. Here &lse gr^nniar»

frequent hesitations and repetitions, are in no degree

detrimental or inconvenient ; nor phrases at which

men might take offence as coarse and low, the least

improper. When thedesire ofthe hiua% and inten-

tion of the soul are pure, die prayer is a spiritiMii

sacrifice acceptable to God, through Jesus Christ our

Lord. And he most meanly conceives of the di-

vine majesty and perfections, who svpp€»es Goo is

pleased at all with elegant, nervous words, or fia^t

expression, or with any thing but the prayer rf the

yju-ight ; vvhich a day tiatjovirer is as able aivl til^^V
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at least to offer unto him, as any admired speaker Qt

tpiinftat scholar.

«

SUNDAY XLVIL

CHAP. XLVIL

On l!he Nccesdtjr of prayer.

What was oflered in the preceding chapter will

make plain, to the meaneit capacity, the nature and
Ae matter of real prayer. But ^orancei alas 1 is

the weaieest obstacle to this duty we have to remove;
aversion to such spiritual, soul-humbling confession,

and natund profanenessi are much more difficult to

overoQcne. For llus end let us consider in what
manner scripture urges the netesniy of prayer.

It is enforced in that divine book, by the practice

of the most venerable persons, as the only means of

obtaming grace to pay uniibrm obedknce to God^
as required by hb command.
' It is enforced by tfiemo^ veneraUe names, Abra*
ham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Samuel, David, Daniel,

Peter, and Paul ; the first names for excellency be-

fore God urere constant in prayer. This enlivened

-their graces, and gave them such transcendent lustre.

But their diligence in the duty of prayer is not re-

corded to give them the trifling honour of a pbsthu-
'mous fame ; it is designed to prove that we must do
as they did ; that if we hope to be with them in die
^Inngdom of glory, we must follow them, who,
t^irough faith and patience, inheii^t the promises. If

Digitized



m OOMPLBTE DUTY OF MAN.

then me revere the word ci God, we cannot neglect

a duty which was of such impoxtai^ce in the judg«»
meat of all his saints*

But if their practice {mtovcs the necessity of prayer,

how much more the ^:zample of Cbrist ? Before hm
brightness, prophets, apostles, and martyrs fade away,
as stars in the firmament when the sun arises. He" •

was holy, harmless, undefikd, sefiarate from sinners

nevertheless, prayeremployed a considenible pordoii-

oflus time- Fatigued as he was by excessive teboorar

of love, in travelling from place to place, preaching in

every town and village to immense multitudes, u ho
thronged and pressed upon him, he needed all tht rest

the night could a£brd ; yet wouldhe sometimes ris^ .

a great while before it was day ,
that, retiring upon

the mountain's top, he might pray without inter^^.

ruption. Sometimes the moon •and st9>rs saw hiin»*

their Maker, an earnest and devout intercessor^

whilst others were sleeping in their beds. . -

After diis record, can any one, calling himself

a Christian, question the absolute need he has to

pray ? If the master of the house* infinitdy distuppt.

from the slightest stain of sin, prayed, how mudi
more must they of his household, weak and sinful

as they are ? If the Lord over all, when he appeared-,

ill our flesh, prayed^ how much more must failieA

creatures be bound to pray ? Shpiild any one ima^
gine himself excused from this duty, the proper re*»

bake of such audacious impiety is to reply, the pro-

phets, the apostles, and the martyrs, all prayed ; the *

Saviour in the days of his flesh prayed~Whom
makest thou thyself?

Further, the absolute need we have to pray is

evident, because it is the only means of obtaining

mercy, and grace to do the wUl of God* He gives

health and long life, houses and possession, to those

who never bend their knee before him. Not so spi-

«
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fituftl and eternal blessings. He never pardons sin^

tut saves from its detestable dominion, till prayer is

made for the invaluabte &vour. The uncmngeable
ordinance runs thus : If* thou shalt pray unto God,
he shall be favourable unto thee, Job xxxiii. Thou,
liord, art ^ood, and ready to forgive, and plenteous

in mercy [what, toralt sorts of mtA indisciriminately,

to the profane and self-suflieient ? No, but] untoaH
them that call upon thee," Psalm Ixxxvi. 6. Om-
luacientas he is, and full of compassion, he requires

and commands us to make our requests known to

Mm, befwe he will supply our spiritual necessities.

•^Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew
thee great and mighty things which thou knowest

not," Jer. xxxiii. 3. But no words can more em-
phatically prove that prayer is the grand necessarjr

m^ns in obtaining mercy, and finding grace to

help, than those of our Redeemer. " Ask and ye
shall have ; seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it

shall be opened unto you." This b'as much as to

afirm, diat without asking, seeking, and knocking,
we can receive no spiritual good from above. Con-
sequently, not to pray is, most evidently, to remain

destitute of the things which accompany salvation.

£ver]^ one who despises tUs method, which God
halli chosen as the fittest for conveying necessary

supplies to the immortal soul, confiding in his own
strength or virtues, in the finished work of Christ,

o^ the election ofgrace, must unavoidably remain a
ritflre'to sin, and underthe curse.

The profane will not stoop to seek help and pow-
er from on high; therefore, the appearances of good-

ness, which are their boast, can never amount to

more than a partial regard for what is right ; which,
poor as it is, is sure to fell a sacrifice to the ruling

passion. Thus you may often observe a man prid-

ing himself on his moral goodness, and pouring
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*

contempt on devotional duties, miserably chagrined

by every trifling disappointment, and for the slightest

provocation fttU of reaentment, if not breathing mur-
^rous revenge^ You may often observe a desfMser

of prayer much caressed by others, and no less sdf-

applauded for humanity, good nature, and contempt

of money, studiously plotting the ruin of innocencei

and adding eruel^ to injustice, to gratify his body#
And frequently you may see a warm advocate f<^

the doctrines of grace, and the glory of Christ, de-

ceitful, covetous, and a slave to sin, through hab-

itual neglect of prayer.

In &ct, the ctmnexion of all graces is the work of
the Holy Spirit, consequently no one can pay iHtt-

form obedience, who doth not place his dependence

on that promised helper, only given to them who
ask him.

Add to these arguments for the necessity <^ prayer
the pltun command of God. No man b left et lib-

berty whether he will pray or no, nor can he neglect

Jrayer, yet only suffer the loss of some advantages

e migbl procure by it. Great guilt is contracted

by neglectmgto pray. It i^ a contempt of God and
Ills authority, who has not more expressly required

us to shew mercy than to worship himself. ** Men
ought always to pray, and to continue in prayer."

To plead our good qi^ties and good behaviour, as
setting aside our obligation to prayer, is actually to

hve ill the commission of the basest theft, defraud-

ing even God of his due. With equal reason, and
as litde affront to him, may we refuse to obey his

law in doing justice to men, as refuse honour to

himself, to whom honour in the highest degree be-
longs.

In this light you must regard the duty of prayer,
to be preservedfrom die conta^on of unreasonabla
and wicked men, who either totally neglect, or de-
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1

idoiablytitteanddUsein^ So will

you perceive odious injustice masked with the ap-

jpcarance of integrity : and high pretensions to hon-

t»ur, whilst^ in fact, there is a violation oi the most
important duty, a duty rtsulting from our relation

to God, as ®ur Maker, and enjoined by him, the

one Law giver, able to save and to destroy.

This injustice towards God, and contempt of him
mpressed by habitual neglect of prs^rett is a
wluch ao excelleocies the world applauds can in the

least degree excuse. Wherever it is chargeable,

like rebellion against the state, or adulterous com*
aierce, it cancels every pretension to be spared on
account of any good qualities. Kings of the eardi

never acquit a rebel, because high treason is his

. onfy crime ; much less does the Lord Almighty;

whose name is jealous^ overlook the contempt thrown
upon himtelf, because the person guil^ of it is free

from all dishonesty towards men. To fancy he
will overlook such an affront, is to entertain the

most despicable idea his character, as if he was
igncHant of the treatment his name and word re-

«ieive, or indtferent about the matter* But such a
• God no more resembles the God of the whole earth,

the God of Christians, than Baal or Moloch. The
true God is a jealous God, and ^eirible : jealous,

not to allow his glory to be given to another, or de-

nied to himself : terrible, to punish hb adversaries,

who rob him of the homage he demands, as the

Lord of the universe, in whose hands is the breath

* «f every living thing. He hath tai^^t us, by every

fmn of expression which can engage our attention,

that to serve him with reverence and godly fear is

the whole duty of man : consequently a despiser of

prayer, though adorned with every quality the pro-

fane aidmire, still wants the one thing needful, to

^ctify Iiis generosity, benevolcace, and social vir-

w w
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lues. For, idolized as these are by tfie wokid^'ihey

weip^h nothing ia the balance of the sanctuary, uni

ksb flowing from love t6 God. Though I give all

my goods to feed the poor, and have not love, I am
nothing. For them who honour me^^' sakh die

Lord, **I will honour, and they that desjnsemie

shall be lightly esteemed," 1 Sam. ii. Nothing,

therefore, shall excuse or palliate the insolence of

attempting to supersede the necesshy of devotio(4

by aflfecting to magnify moral hondsty and benev<^'

lence as the sum of man's duty. • •
*

The profane, indeed, pretend to much noblef

ideas of the Supreme Beiug than Christians who are

governed by lus own word. He, say they, knows

uil things ; why then should yet tell Mm what jp«t

want ? He is loving also to every man : therefore,

without our request, will give us that which is good

What are our praters to him ? Pure and undefikd

religion is, to do justice,^ and love mercy.
*

The confidence with which some make such as-

sertions would tempt one to conclude they know the

mind of God, when it is impossible they should in

die least degree. For aa skill in human sciences

can only be gained by studying them, so the know-

ledge of God is only to be obtained bv prayer and

meditation on his own word : both which the pro-

fane despising, though they profess themselves wise,

they betray die grossest ignorance in their objec-

tions against the neceibsity of prayer. Had this duty

* been enjoined, either as giving God information, or

exciting in him a love for us, to which he was a

stranger, till our petitions gave it birth, their ^
jcctions would have been of force. But how cK*

ccedingly foolish are they, when all our encourage-

ment to pray is a precious full assurance that

God knows, better than we can ourselves, all our

wants, and, because he loves us, will hear and anr

swcr.
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The absolute necessity then of prayer remains in-*

disputable on the grounds already mentioned, viz.

the constant practice of the saints, and of the Sav*.

iour too, as the grand means of obtaining grace, to

serve God acceptably, enjoined by his high com-
mand. To these one argument more may be add-

ed : prayer is necessary to preserve and increase in

our minds a clear knowledge of our many wants,

a sense of our absolute dependence upon God, and
a lively gratitude for his mercies. Such a solemn
constant representation of these great truths before

our Maker is of admirable efficacy ! The conclu-

sion, therefore, is evident (let it be well weighed)

that no engagements in business or practice of so-

cial duties will justify either neglect of prayer, or a

cold customary performance of the duty. Our
prayer must be diligent, persevering, importunate ;

no other prayer is heir to any promise honourable to

God, or profitable to men. Whatever the world

does, such prayer will every believer in Jesus present

before the tlirone of grace.
^ ..i-Wf*.^, .«/>-y -tV-,,

SUNDAY XLVIIL

CHAP. XLVIH.

The Properties of acceptable Prayer.

We have proved the true object, the nature, the

subject matter, and the necessity of prayer ; we are

now to point out the properties which make it ac-

ceptable, and ensure its success.

The first is a real purpose, t^ believe and do as



God teaches and commands. For if, from prkletrf

learning, or love pCskii we refuse to submit to Ui
* authontjf, flatteniig oui^ves that multiplied deroi

tions are sufficient, or obedience in all points, safe

where the beloved lust is spared—in this case, ouf
|

prayers wiii be resented 9& an h^ provocatioai i

For what can be baaec thfpi'a pcofimioii af lio»mg
God by our worst^p, when we mmifi^i^^ml dm*
tempt of him by wilful disobeditncc? What greater

offence than to ioiplore pardon, though deterauoed
j

not yet to give up sin ? Cta* to pictend to.jcaU upQ9
'

tlie tiOfd for liberty, as if une wem enslaved i^aiittl

our will, when we love our bondage ? If vvc regard
;

iniquity in our hearts, though we make many prayers;
^

he will hide his Sbucc from us ; For he hcarcth noi
]

^miers ; but if my mm be a worahipper^ Qoi^
aiid doth his will, him he heareth," ' < 1

Yet it must be observed in tliis place, with pe*^ i

culiar caution, that no oi^e, though in a/ctual subfga%

tion to^in, 0ught to be diaeottn^ed, on tbia awooal^
from praying, proxnded he in earnest aeel^a ddivcr^

ance, because Irom die throne of grace he must re-

ceive that biessij^. In a guil^ enslaved con* I

ditiooy alii the sabts of .God have began £rst to calb i

upon him : nor is any one disqualified ftotei makii^

acceptable prayer, though the combat with a masteivl

sin is for a time severe and dubious, and he may be-

frequently overcome by his own wipkedaeas* i^*io^^

this sad c^, the simier feels fshame a&d..soieow,

with great desire (notwithstanding the* dreadfiil*

power of his corruptions) to serve Grod, he ought,

immediately to ma£^ his confession, aod^wail^his ^

miserable bondage.r^Thm will he kmm there is m
deUverer, who looketb down from* heaven to hstti^^

the groaaings of such as arc in captivity to thcfc*

sins, and ready to perish. Nay, where relapses are'i»

frequentai though tlie condiUon^be most depl^f^^v
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yet let not prajrer be given up ; for this is turning

our' back on the only rMiedy which can be use£
If there be a real contention against sin, and unfeign-

ed prayer for victory over it, I would encourage

such to maintain the combat. Their souls are at

Mmke^ and the prnmlie erf* God is surCi he wiU yet
cry, and will help them*

A second property in all acceptable prayer is self-

abasement* We must draw nigh to God, conscious

of our riknessi which renders^ua unworthy so much
as to life np oar ejnes to Heaven, much more to tt^

ceive pardon, peace, and salvation. We must make
our requests as mere objects of mercy, who would
bsve no cause to complain, were our sins punished^

with elBRsd death. Great stress is laid upon ^li^'

humiliation of the soul by tiie inspired writers^
•* The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken
hearty and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit,''

PMfaa XXXW4 When Jehovah describes the glory

ofhis Majssty fai the soblfanest manner, he specifies

'

this indispensable requisite in the right worship of
his name :

" Thus saith the high and lofty One, who
inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy, I dwell in

'

the high and holy place with him also that is of a
contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the

'

humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.**

St. James strongly urges the same humiliation ; he
addresses diose who weie formal in their devotions^

constant and ponetual in prayer, but little alfeeted

with their defilement and sinfulness. After rcprovr

ing them for asking amiss, that they might consume
it upon their lusts, he directs them how to pray with
success : ^ God,'' says he, resisteth the proud, but
giveth grace to the humble. Be afflicted, and mourn,
and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourn-
ing, and your joy to heaviness ; humble yourselves

Vk die sight of the l^srdi md he shall lift you up«'^
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ThSm aUdii^ aense of our own vUeness must aU
lend our prayer, in opposition to those seU-exaldug

ideas natural to us, and in full proof that we know no

man living can be justified in the sight of.GaJ|

should he enter into judgment with him. . t

. To this humiUaUonmust be joinedafi^
and boldness in approaching him. When we ad^
we must not iluctuate between hope and doubt ; but

be assured, we sliall no less ceitainly obuio^ sJl

need, than if the blessings we impkwe were already

given. When, for instance, we confess our sins witi|

sorrow and humiliation, bcg,^ing mercy through the

atonement, we must be confident wc shall not be

disappcnated ; or when we |^y for victory tover ouf

natuni corruptions, we. must assure oui«dves diqr

shall be subdued* When, in great distress and per-

plexity of mind, we beg of God din ction, suj^port

and ckliverance, we must not listen to a fear^ tiuil

l^rhqis we shall not be heard : for by harbourii^

distrust^ Aether God will peribrm his giacioas

promises, wc exceedingly dishonour him ; and, in

the very act of addressing him as almighty, good,

giackms, and faithful, betray a suspicion of his vera-

city, power, or love> towards them who call on bis

name. Jesus saith, Have faith in God." Depend
without reserve u\K)n him, for the performance of

every thing he hath promised : .
" For verily i say

unto you, that whosoever shall say unto this moun-
tain, Be thou moved, and be thou cast into the sea,

and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe

that those things which he saith shall come to pass,

lie shall have whatsoever he saith*" How gieat so-

ever the difficulty may be which you meet with

.

the way of duty, and as much above your strength

to remove os to root up a mountain by a word from

your mouth, it shall be brought to pass provided

you place an unshaken trwitm the divine powerand
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pnmsa. * " If ye believe ye have /the 'things ye
ask for, ye shall receive them;'* Some would con-

fine such commands and promises to the apostles.

But St, James gives it as aii unchangeable din^ctioa

to the church. " If any one of you lack wisdom^
leit him ask of God, who giveth to all mtn liberally,

and upbraideth not ; and it shall be given him. But
' let him ask in faith, nothing wavering: for he that

ivavereth is like a wave of the sea, driven with the

wind; and tossed. For let not that man think that

he shall receive any thing of the Lord,"- James i.

These passages prove affiance in God is a princi-

pal property of Christian prayer, and require us to

apply to him with liberty and confidence as to a Fof^

then Indeed amongst all who lm€ tis, we can find

none so tender and affectionate as he is to those who
call upon him. The delightful communion bctweea

SAm and the faithful is therefore strongly expressed

in the following words ; We have not received the

spirit of bondage again to fear, but we have receiv-

ed the spirit of adoption, whereby we cry Abba, Fa-

ther. The Spirit itself bcareth witness with our spi*

lit, that we are the children of God*'' Our worship

and absolute obedience to the eternal Majesty is sof-

tened into holy familarity, and, through the abun-.

dant grace of redemption, converted into a child*

Kke dependence upon his care and love for ua.

iRom. Tiii*

* *It is difficult, indeed, to conceive how such confi-

dence in God, and assurance of receiving from him
every diing we ask for the good of our souls, can
eonsidtwkh adeep abiding consoiouaiiess ofourown
^leness ; or how we can conquer the doubts arising

from a sight of our numberless delects, so as to a^k
without a faltering tongue.

To remove this difficulty^ another grand property^ p^ycr, without which it oannot 8ucceed» must be

*
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Insisted on> viz. Dependence on tbe saiCniM^

righteousness, and intercession of Christ, the Head
and great High Priest of his church. By this we
constantly acknowledge our own good qualities are

so fiur from procuring of themselves regard from

God, that we do not presume to offer him e¥€n the

homage due unto his name, without having respect

to the merit of the alUperfect Mediator between

God and man* By this act, we confer that the

death of Jesus, for our transgressions, to satisfy and
demonstrate the justice of God, and his appearing

in heaven our advocate, and the propitiation for our

sin, is our grand encouragement to draw nigh to

God in full assurance of &ith, notwithstanding the

in&iite purity of his nature, the dresudfiil examplea

of his indignation against sin, and tlie defilement

daily coming upon us.

When Jesus is thus our peace and hope, tliere is

ho room for confusion or distrust though we be un«
worthy and vile. For he is ordained ofGod to mated

reconciliation for the sins of the people. He stands

engaged by office and love to undertake the cause^

and save the souls of aU who come to God by him^

And the command from heaven is express^ that we
should, in consideration of his character and ofBce^

come boldly to the throne of j^ace, that we may
obtain mercy) and lind ^race to help in time of

need.''

Further, it is essential to acceptable prayer, that

it be offered up in the name of Christy if not imme-
diately addressed to himself. VVe commit a capital

offence when we overlook him. If any one dare to

think thus with himself—The mercy ofGod is suffi*

cient encouragement to me to pray ; I esteem it a
disparag-ement of his goodness to apply to him by a
Mediator ; 1 need no one to intercede for me, nor
will I be beholden to any thing more than my own
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good qualities, and fitness for pardon, to make my^
peace with Grod^ and procure me the benefit of eter«

nal happiness. Prayer offered up toGod upon such
principles by any man is as great a wickedness as if

he blessed an idol. It is an audacious censure of the

divine constitution in the method of saving sinners

smd rebels* Itis, as fiur as lies in man's power, to

putl down the Son o^ God from his throne, and
thurst him out of that highest office of unspeakable

benevolence and glory, which he discharges in hea-

ven. It is to treat even the revelation of God witl|

scorn, since the most conspicuous doctrine in the
Bible is, that Jesus Christ is the one Mediator be-

tween God and man, and advocate with the Father,

and a propitiation for sin through faith in his blood,

diat God might be just, and yet the justifier of all

that believe in Jesus.

There is an absolute need, therefore, that in all

our approaches to God, we honour the Son even as

ive honour the Father, by solemnly expressing our
dependence upon his. sacrifice, righteousness, and
intercession as the only means of enjoying the love

of God.
* Though we ask, therefore, only things promised,

as disciples of Christ, and in his name, meaning no
more, by these terms, than that we believe Christ

was a prophet sent of God, our petitions, instead of

finding acceptance, u ill be a high crime, betraying

our haughty spirit and stubborn unbelief. / For noth-

ing but pride, and a rejection of Christ die Savieur,

can lead us flatly to contradict the scripture declara-

tions :
" There is no other name given under hea-

ven, whereby we can be saved, but that of Jesus

;

no way of coming to the Father, but by him." To
suppose we may come in our own name, if we
practice moral righteousness, makes Christ of none
efiect. No wonder, therefore, such stress in laid, in

X X
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scripture, on prayer beingo&md up toGod tiinugh
Jtbus Christ our Lord.

Vrorn what has been advanced, it appears indis-

putable^ that a real purpose to obey God, a humble
sense of our vile polluted condition before him, 91

full assurance d being heavd, and a perpetual de*

pcndence on the Lord Jtsus Christ the one Media-

tor, must unite in ail acceptable prayer.

In the prayer of all real Christians, they do unite

at first&dntly, and not so easily to be discomed; but
as ChristKUisgnm in grace, theae properties become
more and more conspicuous, and they themselves

more conscious and assured, that in this manner they

worship the God of their salvation*

But this spirit of true devotion is not confined to

the closet or family; It leads Chrissdans to ddigbt

in the great congregation, and be present in all ordi-

nances by which God is honoured, his faithful peo-

ple comfoned and strengthened, and parucularly, as

opportunity ofibs, H is die desire of every one who
glories in the cross of Christ, to eat and drink at has

table, that they may there enjoy the communion of

saints, and the most lively representation of Christ's

body given foi them, and of the blood of the JNew
Testament shed fiar tbeiemismaoC aina.
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SUNDAY XLIX.
*

CHAP. XLIX.
•I

On the certain Success of Prayer*

Relievers in Chnsem meouragcd diligently

to pray, Irotn absolute assurances that they shall

succeed. This success is ascertained by consider,

ing from whence true prayer in the heart arises. .

'Weafe<aughti»8cripeure9 tfaatofoursdves wc <;an«

fioe tfiink a goodthought, much less feel a desire and
purpose to obey the Lord God in all thin^^s. If

then we do come to him, as a chiid in want to his

£icher, trusting ia our Lord Jesus Christ* . it is from
a divine iniuenoo called in scripture, the draw-,
ing of the Father. Can such a gift be vouchsafed
in vain ? Can we think any one is enlightened to beg
grace, that he may know and live in obedience to

the will of God, yet not be heard? Can a poor pe«

litionerfall down low cxti his km«s before God for

this excellent gift, yet rise up confounded at the re-

jection of his suit ? No, by no means. The merci-

ful, gracious God is not wont thus to afflict the con-

trite s[jirit^ and disappoint the holy expectations

excited in the heart by his own agency. On the

contrary, a real desire of receiving any spiritual

blessing is a pledge of its being j^iven :
** For every

good and every perfect gift cometh from above, from
the Father of lights, in whom is no variable; ess,

neither diadow of taming, who of his own will be-
got us by the word of tus truth," James i.

This is established by many aficcUng declarations.

God represents himself as taking delight in the.
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pmyer of the upright In one place, assurance cS
success in prayer is described by his looking into

the recesses of the heart, waiting to see the first

dawning of prayer, and to answer it before clothed

in the ferm a direct peti^ And it shall cope
to pass that before they call, I will answer, and
while thc) are yet speaking, I will hear;" Isa. Ixxvi,

In another, he commands one of his children to pub-
lish the immediate accc|)4ance of hisown prayer^: V

I

said I will confess jaay transi^inesaioDS unto the Lor^
and 90 thou foigavest the iniquity of my sin Tsu
xxxii.

These passages assure us, we can never pray for a

spiritual blessings without receiving it. . And that

we might harbour no suspicion of the sucoeas. itf

prayer, our Lord compares the readiness with viddcsh

God succours the poor and needy who call upon
him, to that which tender parents feel for their off-

spring in their wants*— What man is there of you^

whoif asonask breadmUhe givie himastone? Or
if he ask a fish will he give him a serpent ? Ifyethen
being evil [vitiated in your nature, are still by instinct

drawn gladly to suj:>ply the necessities of your chil-

djren], how much more shall your heavenly father
give good things to them thatask him?"

Should it be objected, that the faults of the best

are so many, as may well excite their doubts, whe-

ther God, consistently with the honour pf his per-

fections, can hear them, this perplexity is removed
by the assurance that Jesus Christ, the righteous,

appears in heaven an advocate in behalf of all who
call on him, alleging what satisfies the law, and ab-

solves the humbled delinquent. The menK>^^
his abundant kindness in dying on the, cross, is per-

Gtually before God, whil« the Mediator deciaits it

i rightful request, that for his sake the jwafcrs of

iixosQ who believe in him should be accepted, their
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sins blotted out, and increase of grace bestowed upoa
them, for he ever liveth to make intercession.

This truth is represented with the greatest mag-
nificence in tlie book of Reyektion. The beloved
disciple, we read, saw in vi^on aU thechw of an-

gels: ^'and there was silence in heaven for the space

of halfan hour." But wherefore do the praises, for

ever due, cease to ascend before the throne ? It was
that ^ir wholeattention m^;ht fix on the great an-

gel, who, as the High Priest on the day of atone-

ment, carried incense in a golden censer, and burnt
* it in the holy of holies before the Lord ; so now he,

. the great High Priest of our profession, stands in a
ministering posture before thealtarofbumt-ofierings,

signifying the atonement he had made by his own
blood. " And there was given unto him much in-

cense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all

saints, upon the golden altar which was before the

tlirene. And the smoke of the incense which came
with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God
out of the angers hand." As the perfuming smoke
of incense, composed of finest spices, ascended up
Uke.a cloud to heaven, with the prayers of the con-

.

gregaticn of Israel, oflfered at the same time ; in tins

manner a representation was made of Christ^s sacri-

fice and oblation, the virtue of which mingled like

precious incense with the prayers of the Christian

oburch, to make them a sacrifice of a sweet-smeUing
aavour unto God ; Rev* viii.

And to add greater force to this magnificent re-

presentation of the Saviour's intercession, which
gives infaliibie success to the prayer of faith, it is in-

troduced immediately belbre the pUals of wnrth are

poored out upon die apostate churches of Christ.

Tims in the most attecting manner we are assured,

that when the Almighty whets his glittering sword,

andcricsi Ahal iwiU rid myself of my adversaries!'^

i^iy u^LU L-y Google



COMPLETE DUTY OF MAN.

no supplicant approaching him by Jesv» Christ Aall
have cause to say his prayers were not heard. How
dishonourable then, and injurious to the love ot the

Father^ the mediation of the Sod, and the gracioiuk

infliietint of the Spirit, is one doubt about the wocr

cess of prayer

!

Its certain success is evident from the promise of

God '^to luifil the desire of them who icax him, to

Iwar their cnr, and help them* Eveiy one that ask.-

ctb» veoetveth ; and every one that aeeketh findedi^

and to him that knocketh, it shall be opened^ Mat.
vii. Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will

I doy that the father beu^ be gioriJ&ed in the Son.

If ye shall ask any thing m my mm^ 1 will do it/'

John xiv,-

To carry this assurance to the highest degree, I add,

in the last place, the testimony of Jacts. If allwho
have prayed in the manner God marked out, for

the bikings he lias promiacd, have iritbout £iil re-

ceived thean, tbere eaimot bea iii(»e dear demonstm*
tion of any truth, than of the inMible success of
prayer.

The word ofGod abounds with proof that he takes

plesawe in making his power tributary, as it were^
Id the prayer of bis £uthful people. By prayer

Joshua stopped the sun in his course, that he might
execute the will of God on his enemies. By prayer

Elijah, a man of like passions with ourselves, opened
and shut the heavens. By prayer the threechUdrea
were preserved from harm in the fiery fiimaoe, and
Daniel in the lion's den. The time would fail to

mention all the instances recorded in scripture of the

wonders wrought by the hand of the Lordy iuan&wer
to prayer. . ...
But if in extraordinary cases God, for the vindi-

cation of his truth, and manifestation of his glory
thus answered the prayer of faith, how certain must
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be Hs efficacy, when by it wc seek only pardon, de«
liverance from sin, and those graces by which we
may glorify our Maker ? There is indeed no age
without a cioud of witnesses to the infallible success
of prayer. Ask tbose distinguished Christians in our
own time, who bear the brightest re^embfance to
their Saviour, how they obtained such admirable
mastery over their passions, such g^ood-will and kind-

ness towards all men ; such readiness id obedience
to God, throuj^ unfeigned love of his name, simI

delight in his service ; abk them, and they wiH de^
clare with one voice, Not by any power, wisdom^
or resolution of our own ; not through any original

better formation, or advantage of education, but
throughthe grwt oi God, earnestly sought in prayer^

we are what we are. We began in earnest, we per«

severed with importunity in calling upon the name
of the Lord ; he bcardi and we are not disappointed

of our hope.^

On the contrary, there is' not within the pde <^
the Christian church a single sbve to the love of
women, wine, or money ; n(jt one led captive by a
sour, angry, peevish, or turbulent spirit, but knows
that either he despises prayer, or triHes with it; either

disbelieves the -necessity w the success of tlus ap«

pliea^ioa lo Giod t or never once heartily engages in

* Many illustiious proofs confirm the prevalence of prayer

mth God, and are to be found in the lives ofthe most exceUentr

But 1 never met ndth a more pl^a^g and honourable one thaik

t^ui recorded in the Bfe of the celebrated physician, J3o^Aiuive>V

A.£nepi^of hi^vrhohad often admired his .patienee under, tha

Sreatest provocation asked him by what means he had so cn«

rely suppressed that impetuous passion, ati^er ? The Doc-
tor answeied, with th^ utmost frankness and sincerity, that n'at*

undly hewas qvdckof reseatibent,butby daily prayer he at-

tained that mastery over himself. Burton's Lift o/Boerimve,

. It was his custon^ never violated, to ^nd the first hour of
every day in prayer, though patients from every country In Eu-
^pe applied to him for advice*
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it. Hence he cannot possibly experience victory

over his detestable tempers, but must live and d»fi

in bis fetters, and in his infamy*

Be glad then, O ye rightebus, and rejoice all ye

that are true hearted ; sing, and give thanks unto

the God of all p^race, ye who love your fellow-crea-

tures, whilst ye behold the abundant provision God
has made to succour the poor and needy sons of

Adam ; even an infollible relief in prayer, under all

difficulties, sorrows, and temptations.
'

Hence every real Christian must exceedingly

value prayer, and diligently persevere in it, till the

same bountiful God, whose ears are ever open to the

prayers of his fiuthful people, in the end open heavea
to their persons : till he give them admission into

that c^lorious world, where petitions cease for ever;

because neither weakness, nor want, nor fear, nor

trials remain, b|it all the soul feels is perfect fdicitgr,

love, and praise.

With prayer, Christians must constahdy join an-

other principal part of devotion, the study of God's

word. All scripture, the Old no less than the New
Testament, " is given by inspiration of God, and is

profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correcdon, for

instruction in righteousness/' Therefore we are

eommanded to search into, and meditate upon it

night and day. " These words, which I command
thee, shall be in thy heart ; and thou shalt bind them

asa sign upon thy hand; and they shall be as fremtlets

between thim eyes, and thou shalt write them upon

the posts of thy house, and upon thy gates,'' Dt ut.

vi. i. e. thou shalt be continually conversant in them,

and carefully treasure them up in your mind,

Paul, speaking of the Old, not the New Testameiiei

teaches us, that ** whatsoever things were written

aforetime, were written for our learninj^, and oiirad-

monition." Of the New Testament we arc inMibly
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assured it was written, that ** we might believe that

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that U liev*

ingy we might have life through him 'V John xx.
St Peter instruct us, that he wrote both his epistles,

to stir up the pure minds of Christians by ''way ofre-

mcmbnince, and to put them in mind of the words
which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and

€f the commandmems of the apostles of the Lord
and Saviour."

The end, then, for whicli the scriptures were in-

spired ofGod, and are put into our hands, is, that we
may with great care and diligence peruse them. Un*
less we do so, we profanely despise both his author-

ity and great f^oodness. We act as if we either

thought he was beiicuth our notice, or we so little

needed his counsels, that it is not worth our while

to read what his prophets, aposdes, and own Son
have published : not wordi our while, though the

eontents of God's word are of everlasting moment:
for it proposes articles of faith under the most awfirt

sanctions ; eternal liie, if we receive them ; death

eternal^ if we reject them. It prescribes a rule of

duty essential to our peace, comfort, and safety. It

holds forth promises exceeding great, to excite our

diiigence, and encourage our hope, and threatcnings

of such misery as inhnitely exceeds all evil in this

world, that at all times we may hear and fear, and
never commit iniquity. He^ therefore, who neglects

to study and search the scripture, betrays his unbe-

li(jf and scorn of his Maker; and proves that, like a

brute, he only desires what can do his body good.

Indeed, the will of God is $o plainly revealed in

this matter, that no one but an infidel mil justify a
total neglect of the Bible. But then, amongst a mul-
titude who read the Bible, allowance no doubt must
be made for different capacities, and di&rent sicua-

lions in life; because these things make agreat difr
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ference respecting the time which can be spared fiar

to excellent an employment^ and the kaQw|||dge

scripture, Yet» the principAl thing men flT^^^^
tions are avoid, is a formal careless way ofmaS
ing. This has been, in all ages, a general fault, and
a great one indeed ; for we may read the scripture,

in this way every day of our lives» and be in no de-.

gree wiser or better. To derive spiritual benefit

from the Bible, the following rules miist iie(;f»ar^

ly be observed.

We must lift up our hearts to God, whose book
it is, to explain to us what we are about to read*

This is required, because the doctrines, which are

the glory of d^ Bible, sorely o&nd our natursl

pride ; and its pure precepts are intolerable to our

sensuality and blind self-love. A heavenly ray,

therefore, must come down from the fountain of

light to reveal the excellency of the doctrines^ aad
our want of the relief and salvation they bring ; and
the mercy and love there is in every commandment,
that we may cheerfully obey. In these points, scrip-

ture is every clear. No man can say that Jesua

is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost,'* And when
St Paul speaks of the fiiithfid, who knew the thingpa

which were freely given of God to them, he says,

they received the Spirit which is of God, that thet^

might kuoxv them. And, in old time, so deep^ sen-

siUe were holy men of their inability to reap advaxu
' tage fh>m the word of God without his .teachings

that with the word before them they c(mtinually

make request that they might understand it, ** I am
a stranger upon earth. O hide not thy command-
ments from me. 1 am thy servaut, O give me uq«-

derstanding, that I may know thy statutes*. Opeu
thou my eyes, that I may behold wondrous thKi{gi

out of thy law.*'

These blessed servants of God we must iijuitate^



tOMPLEtE DUTY Ot MAN; S69

mA; ulien i^ read his word, seek the trtie meaning
&nd interpretation of it from his Spirit, promised to

all who ask it. Not indeed expecting a nerv light

as that signifies any new doctrine, distinct from scrip,

lur^, 6t supplemental to it : cither of these is wiid
tmthlisiasm, both pitiable and dangerous^ * But most
rational and wise it is to expect and pray for the

Spirit, whilst we diligently study the written word

;

because this is not given us to lessen, but increase

bur dependence upon God. But if the gift of the

Word was sufficient, provided we tiia^e due use of
Our rational faculties, there would be no room for ex-

ercising dependence upon God, as the continual

fountain of light. We might trust to our own un»
derstanding solely. Besides* in full proof of the

itlsUfficiency of the written word to do us good, if

we are not enHghtcned by the Holy Spirit, he is pro-

mised to abide with the church of Christ for ever,

as the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the know-
kd^ Of the things of God ; nor shall we ever feel

Aeir excellency, authority, and power, without this

internal revelation.

• There is, I readily grant, a knowledge of scrip-

ture truths, which men of parts and penetration at*

lAin at'<)nce, upon turning their attention to them;,

sb that th^)r can talk and preach about them without

detection among^st the muitirude, whilst they are

workers of iniquity, blind aud dead in their sins.

How worthless this knowledge ! What a scandal to

Christianity 1 Better never to have known the way
df the holy commandment, than to hold the truth in

unrighteousness. Yet thus unprofitable must all

knowledge of divine things be, till the grace of God
gives them power to sway the soul. Because, by
iHiateVer way we eome to the knowledge of any
truth, contrary to the bent of our wicked hearts, we
need much more than the strongest external evidence



B

370 COMPLETE DUTY OF MAN.

to (^n e it operation effiectoai for pisctice* In prooC

of thb, consider the case of the people at Mofint'

Horeb. Could there be a doubt that the lawgiver*

was able to save or destroy Yet they dare him to

avenge their idolatry, into \\ hich they rush, not only

against the express command of Jehovah* but when
the trumpet had scarcely ceased to sound m their

cars. Their mad detestable conduct is imputed to

their infidelity. ** How long will this ptople pro-

voke me ? How long" will it be ere they believe me?'*

The same is our own case. We transgress the
commandmeiits ; we prefer some vile pleasure op
gain to our known duty* Whilst we >aUow the
scripture is of God, and read it as such, till we read

it with prayer, imploring God to make his own word
answer the excelknt ends for which it was given»

we read in vain.

Ifthere be any to whom this doctrine appears weak
and ungrateful, they must follow their own infidel

delusions. In the mean time, the doctrine itself is -

of the utmost importance ; for, once take away the

influence of the Holy Spirit from the members of the

church, and the gospel of Christ will for ever be nm
more than a sublime speculation, as ineflcctual to

reform the world as Pagan philosophy. The Com-
forter, the Spirit of truth, is the inestimable privi*

lege of Christ's church ; therefore, before We read

the Bible, we must implore his light and teaching.

A btcond rule we mubt always observe, is to read

biitcj small poitionat one time, except it be iu the

historical parts of the Bible. It is too common for

persons who have the character of being very de«

vout, to set themselves a quantity to read evt ry

dav, two or three chapters, which they do in haste,

with little or no meditation—consequtatiy receive •

hurt instead of beactit, and provoke God, (u^ilst

they fancy they are doin]|^ their duty)) by shewing;
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'^ch icofateinpt to the grcit tiiitigi of hii as if

lliey miglit raid them withno move atteatioo than a
soii£^ deserves.*

We must by no means content ourselves with
having the words of God before your eyes, but nuist

pDndec on their weighty sense^ and labour to fix

their import deep, till the spirit of the Bible is trans-

fused into our miads.

By this way, I allow, we shall make but a slow

progress in going through the principal parts of this

inestiiMbie irolMme, compared with those who can
read several chapters in one day. But we dull re-

ceive ample reward for our pains, because when we
use much recollection and meditation, upon taking

God's word into our hands, and solemnly place our?

selves, as it were^ at the feet of Jesus for uistniction^

we shall find the meaning of it beautifully unfolding,

and the knowledge which we gain in this maniiLT

will always be attended with atransf>rming e£cacy«
It will also remain with us, and be our own fat use
at alt times, whilst our hasty readings leave no trace

behind them, and even the explanations of comnien-
tators, hovv-ever they may seem to instruct, are for-

gotten very soon, in compari&on with what has root

•

* This shocking way of reading the Bible often renders it

contemptible in the judgement of young people, and no wonder.

Some 8\qperstitious female devotees, all uUvq to the pomps
and vanities of the world, yet mil have their daughters read

to them the psalms and lessons for the day. Accordingly, with-

out a single pause, or 'one desire to know the meanisg of the

WordS) &Bf are >harried over, w)ule eager expectation bf

lonusement immediately to succeedf and the pride of dress^

renders ^ven this despicable offering an irksome task Indeed.

I would therefore entreat parents, if they mean to honour
Ood> ordo any good to their cfaildren, to guard t^amst sudi,

hrreverent treatment of the hook they believe is from peaveii,

or not to reailit at «U» vMch oftwo evils will certainly, be tH
* .

Digitized



Srt Ml»lMtt bOtV <» MAN;

in aimdves, fr»m t dev€ttt pemaaL *N<itwiteMill-

L^g, therefore, sloth and htcund aveniDii to sCiidjr

spiritual buhjects will strongly oppose this excellent

method of reading God's word, we must do violence

to ourselves. A littte preaeverance will soon master

all the diffieol^, and nve shall find cause to say-»

<^ The law of the Lord is more preeioos to me than
thousands of gold and silver, in tliat law do I ex-
ercise myself day and night.'*

Nearly allied to meditation on the word ofGod it

examination of ourselves by it, so as to excite correa*

pondent impressior^ on our minds, and, when we
find them not, to confess the poverty and misery

of our condition. For instance, when the charactef

of God is before us, in those passages which des-

cribe his infinite power and giormus holiness, wUch
the host of Heaven adores ; yet more tender and af-

fectionate to men w ho fear him, than any fadier to a
son that serveth him ; to read this character will

never affect us, all admirable as it is, unless we pause
ttid ask oursdvea, Do we behold audi glory, and
such excellency In the Lord God Almighty ? Hai^
we such a sense of his goodness, as makes him our

exceeding joy ? Do we cheerfully trust in him for

all we wnnty and to defend us against all our ene-

Hues ? Wlvsn we read the scripture repreaentadons

of the glory, office, work and temper of the Re-
dtcnitr, and the great promises made to all who be-

lieve oa his name, little will this profit, unless we
at the same time search and try ourselves, whether
such a Saviour appears to us altc^ther lovely and
absolutely needful ; the chiefmercy ofGod, and thb

grandest display of all his inliiiitc perfections ? Whe-
ther we commit unto him our immortal souls, with-

out suspicion or fear of falling under his protecpoo^

and with an undivided heart serve him, as our sove-

reign Lord ?
' •

1^ lyui^uu L.^
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When we read also the strong assertions in the

l^ook of God* of our natural weakues^^ blindnessy

love of sin, and total depravity, in vain we shall as-

sent to thrai, because found there, unless we trace

each of these as they have broke out ia our lives,

and in some symp^m$ oi them which are often still

fe^t within. •

When tti^ scriptuie before us describes the self-

denying tempm of the faithful in Christ, their ^
liverance from the dominion of worldly liopcs and
fears, their unfeigned love to God and muu, and

their abhorrence of all evil.; in vain we r^d of these

esLceUent dispositions, unless we prove and examine
in what degree sudi an ei^oeUent change has taken

place in our hearts.

Unless wc read all scripture with this self-appli-

^imkf we shall do Just enough to ilatter and deceive

ourselves^ as if we were something, when we are

nothing ; enough to make us fmcy we pay regard

to the word of God,> when in fact it has no weight to

form our judgment, govern our tempt, rs, or deicTo

mine us in the grand object oi^ our pursuit*

, We must not then satisfy ourselves with rea^Rng

scripture, but read it like men who are certain this

infallible word shall absolutely decide our condition;

like men who know, he only is blessed whom that

word blesses, and he cursed whom that curses. It

is both our duty and interest so deyoutiy to peruse

scripture, that its spirit may be impressed on all our
sentiments, breathe in all our desires, and live in onr

whole conduct ; convincing all around us, that the

word of the Lord is pure» converting the soul.

PRAYER,
Suited to the Subject of the preceding Chapters.

M£RC1FUL and gracious God, always nigh to

them that fear thee^ and the deliverer of all who cry
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to thee ; give us to know our great guilt and iiwsdi-

ness, our blindiiess and depravity, that we may hun-

ger and tfiirst after righteousness, pray always, and

not faint. May we pra}' in faith, assiirt'cl ihat thy

ear hearkens to the most stammering tongue, and to

the sighs oi all who bewail their captivity to sin.

May we be enabled to watch the various workings of

our evil nature, to know our peculiar duties and
temptations ; to remember our daily mercies, and

by these be led to make suitable confessions, sup-

piicaticmst and thanksgivings before thee. Impress

upon ouf hearts, O Lord, the example of all thy

aatnts now in glory, and of diy dear Son,' our oidy

Sa\ ionr, when in the form of a servant. By their

diligence and great earnestness in prayer, may we be

stirred up to shake off ail sloth and iukcwarmness, to
'

tremble at the thought of restraining prayer before

thee, or neglecting to call upon thy name. Teach

us effectualJy that the prayer of faith is the only ap-

pointed means of obtaining blessings for the soul, and

power to have a conscience void of offence towards

God or man. And in all our addresses to thee, may
we be upright, And with deep humility* abase our-

selves in thy presence. Deliver us, O God, from

provoking thy wrath, by daring to approach thee

without a propitiation for sin, and the advocate for

transgressors. To Jesus, who endured the cross,

and ever iiveth to make intercession, may \ve always

look, and to him bring every offering, for wbo^
sake alone, and at whose hands, it becomes thee,

O Father, to receive our worship. In all our re-

quests may we have access to thee with confidence,

Uirougfa Jesus Christ the Lord, by the influence d
the Holy Ghost.

O God. fill us with faith in the precious promises

thou hast made to all who call upon thee ; faith in

the nam^ and power af Chiial;! eqgaged in bcbatt o(
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lU who come to tliee by him, tliat we may esteem
prayer our highest (nrivilege^ ,aiid be more and more
fervent and diligent in that duty, till all our prayers

are completely answered in our everlasting salvation.

Grant these our requests for Christ's sake, GUI'

great and merciful High-priest, our only MediatlDr

and Redeemer* Amen^

SUNDAY h.

CHAP. h.

The Pleasures peculiar to BeUeyersin the Iiwd Jesus
Ciihst*

It is too general an opinion, that men can never be
at present so l^^ippy, ifdiey entirely submit to the

government of God, as by taking some forbidden

self-indulgence ; that if we are to be wholly at the

will of our Redeemer^ all thoughts of pleasure must
be given up^ aiKl we pass our time like superstitious

teduses, m mdping melancholyi or at least under
very irksonie restraints*

This falsehood is full of impiety, and hurtful to a

great degree* Full of impiety, for it blasphemes the

life of faith and the service of God, as not to be en-

dured, but in view erf* some future reward, or

tfirough fear of the wrath to eome ; though^ in point

of superior enjoyment, the life of faith and the service

of God, have the promise of this world, as well as of

heaven. The slander is also hurtful to the last de*-

gree, because^ if men imagine Christian obedience

uneqiiifortable, vioieiik lote of pleasure, jcxyaed with

z z
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a&int belief of etenuty, will certwily kad tiiem to

teke part ia the voluptuousness at hand, nakin^
any loss they may sustain beyond the grave.

The system, therefore, of doctrinal and practical

ChribUanity, contained in this volume, cannot mor6 .

properly conclude than with a faithful account of the

high pleasures peculiar to real Christians ; and widi
unanswerable proofs that these pleasures are rational^

certain to be enjoyed, and necessary to produce and
secure Christian obedience.

From hence it will appear clear to demonstratiou^

that the obedient children of God, so often pitied aft

miserable in their self dt nial, and on account of the

strictness of their life which separates them from the

licentious world, do intact know more pleasure than

an}- ]x ople upon earth.

The firstsource of pleitsure peculiar to them is their

excellent knowledge. God the Father, n his ado- .

table perfections, in his works and word, in the re*

demption Ik hath provided, and the various blessinga

he hath promised : God the Son, in his original

Hlory and maiffellous humiliation, in all the parts

and benevoleiit purposes of his mediation: God the
Holy Ghost, in his miraculous g'ifts of old, his per-

petual influences and consolations, with all the reali^i

ties of the eternal world, are pleasing subjects of
meditation to a true believer,-

The whole herd of nominal Christians, it is true,

miiy hear the sound of these great things, and per-

haps profess some belief of their reality. But wed-
ded to objects oi sense, they can find no h^art to

take an exact survey of them ; wherefore, seeing

they sec, and do not perceive, and hearing they hear,

and do not understand. On the contrary, believers

attain a real knowledge of the excellency of scripture

truths, which is lively, penetrating the soul, and of
eourse dcUgfatf111. For who can question th€ jptea«*

Digitized by Gu^ -

.



I

COMFLETE DUTY QF MAN. 3^7

sures of science, when thousands toil for no other

reward? The discover} of truth charms, though it

be in dejects (tf sense, which have relation only to

time, without any power to give the dispositions

essential to peace of mind. Is such knowledge plea-

sant ? How much more a discovery of truths which,

beside their novelty, have a grandeur even to fill

the soul with admiration; a gr^deur no sooner ap->

prehended, tlmn they necessarily excite the most

pleasing ideas !—Before, they were either despised or

suspected, or blindly credited irom force of educa-

tion. Now, th&y act like themselves; they inspire

new resolutions; they kindle ardent desires; the\ ex-

cite abundant hope. Believers are brought by their

spiritual kuowicde:e into a new and glorious world,

where objects iutLrestin!^ beyond measure, all tend^

mg to their honour and exaltation, surround them

:

and in proof of the pleasure they receive from this

knowledge, the change from m^ht to day is chosen

by the Holy Ghost to express their joy, on being

translated into the kingdom of God's dear Son. Ye
were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the

the Lord, Ephes. v. For God who commanded the

light to shine out of darkness, has shined in our

hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory

of God in the face ofJesus Christ, 2 Cor. iv.

Besides, the pleasure believers enjoy from their

Jirst aeguaintance with scripture truths, increases as

they advance. There is a very sensible pn^ress in

divine, no less than human science. At first a faint

and confused view of the gospel, afterwards a clear

perception ofitsvarious uses andmatchless excellence

is obtained. At first they receive the truth with he**

. sitation, afterwards they come to a full assurance of
understanding and hope, and comprehend the breadth

and length, and height and depth, of what before was

superficially known, . $ttcli progress i$ inseparable'
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from perseverance in the faith of Chri&t, never fil-

ing to prove a spring of fresh pleasures*

This knowled^ is in a peculiar degree pleasant,

from the solid, benefit it confers. All other objects

which can t iig-ai^c the mind leave men, after the

highest degrees of success in their pursuit, to feel

wants 4insatisfiedy passions unsubdued, and various

evib to which they arc exposed. Their knowledge
cannot support, much less profit them, when they
arc leaving the present scene. They must die even
as others in the dai not knowing what their future

existence is to be. This is th€ necessary condition
even of those who excel most in human science*

Bui re al Christians receive, from dieir knowledge of
Chr ist, contentment in every condition, victory over
inordinate afiections, a shield against all assaults, and
a supernatural firmness of mind to bear up in the
hour of distress, and look out tot eternal glory to
begin, soon as this mortal life is ended.

Knowledge thus su()remely excellent enriches, in

different degrees, all real behevers in Christ Jesus.

The poorest and lowest of the people (1^ 4iot the
great and learned take offence) are not one single

degree farther removed from these incomparable
benefits, than men of parts and education. It is God
only who teaches this knowledge, and every human
praying soul that s^s, is equally sure to find it.

The pure delight flowing from this divine knowledge
is at once emphatically afl&rmed, and powerfully re-

commended. Happy is the man that findeth wis-

dom, and the man that getteth underslandinfi^. For
the merchandize of it is better than the meicbandiz^
of silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold. Her
wa\ s arc ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are

peace. She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon
|ier, and happi/ is every one that retaineth her.

Y(hq cm conader the natuop of scriypture tn)tfa,
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or believe these divine assertions, and not allow that

believers in Christ Jesus have more pleasure than
any people upon earth ?

But knowledge of the mysteries of the kingdom
of God is al'vays joined with his peace^ with the

privilege and spirit of adoption.

No sooner do men truly depend, through know-
ledge of Christ Jesus the Lord, upon his sacrifice

and mediation, than they have the promise and oath

of God, that there is no condemnation to them. The
prc^hets, the apostles, and the Redeemer, continually

a£Eirm this. In proportion as they believe the triith,

their conscience is rationally appeased, and from a
sharp accuser becomes an encourapring^ friend. It

now no longer upbraids them with their folly, but
commends their wisdom in fleeing to the refuge

which God hath provided ; no longer haunts them
with fears of approaching judgment, but registers and
attests their cordial reception of the atonement. They
have now the answer of a good conscience towards

Godt by the resurrecdou of Jesus from the dead. In
this one fiict they see the indictment which was
against them, which was contrary to ihcm, taken oat

of the way, and they have boldness to enter into the

holiest through the blood of Jesus*

The superior joy which such persons feel in their

/ gracious acceptance with God, no one can question^

who knows what different ideas true Christians con-

ceive from tlie rest of mankind, both of his holiness

and the desert of tiieir own oliences. The only

reason why pafdon^ sin is not universally coveted

more than beauty, wealth, or honour^ is, because

men are generally full of presumption and infidelity.

But suppose your guilt was now placed before you
in its true point of lights so that, wherever you went
or whatever you were doing, this poignant awful

thought forced itself upon your mind, *^ I have

Digitizec l.;, ^oogle



310 COMPLETE DUTY OF MAN.

been an enemy to God, for I have in my practice de-

nied his government, and 1 have robbed him of his

glory. I have abused his goodness, wearied his

patknce, and provoked his justice to shut me out
of heaven and his favour; what mubt i do to be

saved V*

Suppose, in tlus distress, your understanding was
enlightened, andyour soul brought to rely upon God^
maiufest in the flesh, on purpose to s^eek and save

those who were lost by sin, as you now with grief

perceive yourbcif; can you conceive a joy equal to

a change from such fears to a good hope ? Can yoa
imag^ a more pleasing alteration of circumstances^

tiian to have grace, mercy, and peace from God the

Father, and from the Lord Jlsu^^ Christ, succtedthe

black clouds that were every moment threatening to

burst over your head? Though the blessing be pure-

ly spiritual, and therefore set at nought by the mul*
titude, who never knew pain for their sins ; yet to

you it must prove a spring oi joy, as much beyond
temporal blessings as the salvation of the soul is

more desirable to all who know its worth, than any
fiuling good below, however useful in its place.

A second blessing, joined alway^s with the know-
ledge of Christ, is the privilege of adoption into the

family of God. To give some just idea of the plea-

sure derived from thence, we must explain the nature

ijtf adoption, as it anciently obtained. It was cus-
tomary, especially in the states of Greece and Rome,
for a man of wealth, in default of issue from Ins own
body, to make choice of some person, upon whom
)ie put his own name, proclaiming him his heir, and
requiring him to relinquish his own relations, . and
never return to his own femily. In this act there

was an imitation of nature, bv which the afflictive

failure of offspring from themselves was supplied by
spmethiog as much likeL a child of their own as pas*
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Ah\e. The person thus adopted was by law entitled

to the inheritance upon the decease of his adopter;

and, however void oi the least title to such a beucEt

before, was now invested with the same privilege^

as ifbe had been bom the son of his benefactor.

Suppose this act of adoption taking place in fa-

vour of some desolate orphan, how consyjicuous

would be his exaltation ! How exceedingly pleasing

the change of his condition ! In the judgment of the

world, how happy the object of such a prosperous

providence

!

But worse is our natural state than that of a des-

titute orptian. The Redeemer affirms, that w e are

wretched, and nuserable, and poor, and blind, and
naked, till our relation to him by living faith at once
enriches us with all spiritual blessings, if this be a

hard saying, and enrages the world, all believers in

Christacknowled^ such was their own case, and see

their own picture m it In this deplorable condition^

tiiey heard, understood, and believed the record God
has given—^that he sent his own Son, made of a w o-

man, made under the law, to redeem them that

were under the law, that they might receive the adop-

tion <^ sons, be fellow- citizens with the saints, and
©f the household of God :

" For to as many as re-

eeived him, to them gave he power, or privilege,

to become the Sons of God.''

Have not persons, who receive so great a gift, plea-*

sure above all men in the wotld f Have they not

cause to cry out, in joyful admiration, Behold
-whdt nianiicr of lov e the Father hath bestowed upon
us, that we should be called the sons of God!" What
an height of honour, to be adopted into a relation

with himself, which makes them rich to all eternity !

'

** For all things, saith the Lord, [speaking by his

apostle to true believers,] are yours, whether Paul,
or ApoUos, or Cephas ; all means, ordinances, and
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ministers, for your spiritual gobd; or the Worid,

things in it, asfarasthejr can be efany real service;

or life, as long as its continuance can be a favour,

and, when it ceases, death shall be gain—things pre-

sent, and things to come, all temporal and eternal

mercies are yours, and ye are Christ's and Christ is

God's.'*

What an iiihcritance is this ! Who can know it is

his own by the free gift ofGod, through the redemp-
tion that is in Jesus Christ, and not rejoice?

This joy is inspired and supported by the spirH of
adoption, cmnected both in the new covenant and
in the hearts of believers with the priyilege of adop-

tion. We are fallen to a great distance from God,
which is inoreased by our mlful offences against him^
of which our consciences accuse us. But unpro-
voiced aggressors can hardly ever believe the party

they have greatly injured does fully forgive them.
So, after our most unreasonable and multiplied

transgressions, we are naturally in pain about the in-

tentions of our Maker concerning us. This dis«

trust aggravates our misery, and prevents our receiv-

ing consolation from above, when most we need it.

Hence, men under their distress, instead of fleeing

to God in affiance and love as a tender Father^ ap-

Eroach him, compelled by their neces^^, with a
lukering tongue and trembling heart. Such is the

gloomy condition of the multitude respecting God,
as daily observation proves. Did they trust in him
as their father and friend, they would not, as they

do, sink and be dismayed under their distresses, or

be unwilling to think of him, and call on his name«
The case is happily the reverse with real believers.

The Holy Ghost describes the state of their minds
in these words : " Ye have not received again the ^

spirit of bondage to fear, but ye have received die
spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father

;
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liie l^^it itself beareth witness with our spirit, that

'We are thechUdreo of God.'' ^ They look up to him
with the sweet assurance children have in their affec-

tiouate parents—Not intimidated by infinite Majesty

or consciousness of guilt, as ii it should be avenged

upon them; not in darkness about the intentions of

God towards them, but assured by his own promise,

rati&ed to them^by his Spirit, tliat he is their God, and
they his people : or, if suspicions of his love towards

them bc'gin to rise, they still exercise the spirit of

adoption ; for with holy shame they lament tbeir un-
belief, they make known to him all their wants, and
wait in humility till he sees fit to help aud comfort

them.

Ransack now all the boasted sources of gratifica-'

tioq in the world. I defy you to produce ai pleasure

arising from them which can stand in competition
with an lu t li lc from every other care than that of.

serving him in our station, knowing he is our great

and* all-sufficient friend. The calm of mind, the

sunshine, the entire complaqency in God which the
spirit of adoption creates, is called the kingdom of
God within ; not by erring men, who use high flights

in their expressions, but by the Saviour himself—
And the more believers grow in grace^ and in the

love and knowledge of Christy the more they are sure

to enjoy of the spirit ctf adoption in all its fruits.

Another peculiar source of pleasure, inseparable

ifom those already named, is the union of excel,

lent tempers formed in true Christians by the Holy
Ghost. In their repentance (discouraging as repent-

ance sounds) pleasure mingles even with their tears.

They love to abase themselves before God, giving

due honour to his justice, holiness, and majesty.

They have a pleasure in loathing tliemselve^ for

their past ill conduct towards him, who stands not

•vcr them with a rcxl of iron to punish their tr4ni-
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Sessions^ but holds forth the sceptre of his grace,

at they may approach him, and live for ever.

They fed pl^ure when they return to Grod» and
say, We come to thee, thou art the Lord whom wt
wiii serve. What by the basest sacrilege wc so long

^ienated from thy service, we now restore. Take
all the powers of our soul and body, s possess aad,

employ them only in thy work, and Id thy glory.

When belieTers disclaim their own t»se interests,

without intending to keep any thi;ig from God,
without making conditions, or halting between two

opinions, as if inclined tp .retract thejiurrender of

tfaemselvea, there tis always much pleasuie interwo?

yen in the very exercises of repentance ; but much
more in acts of faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ

These are lively acknowledgments of the highest

obligations, the noblest motives to love and obey,

and the surest foundation Jot, joy aud triumplu

What can you imagine more delightful, than for

men, who see themselves sinful and miserable, to

hear the voice of the Son of God, who says he will

deliver the poor and needy when they cry unto hiip,

and them who have no helper f They feel their owo
emptiness, and know all fulness dwells in him f<x

tlieir relief They bow at lus footstool, ready tp

perish, and he receives tlicm as the father the return,

log prodigal, to put upon them the best robe. Thegr

confess their desert of wrath, and be most.graqious?

ly grants them an ample pardon. They know, with-

out his interposition, they must have been condemn-

ed to hell, and, bdiold, he Jias exalted them by his

own life, and his death on the cross, into childcca

ofGod, and heirs of gin*} . What,. like these views^

(jan excite pleasing sensations in the mind 2

These, reader, are permanent sources of pleasure

|>ecuUar to real believers in Christ, i rom hence,

Xliey stand <^uite inde|}endent of tlv? .world for.th^
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Ughett satisfac^, and enjoy inuch comfort in spiW
of all <fisappointment8 from it.

Besides, there are seasons in which it pleases God
to fill them with joy unspeakable, and full of glory.
This he generally does, as appears from expenence,
befijfe they are called to severe trials, orwhen they
wet preparing for more extensive usefulness. Then^
in a remarkable degree, God is their exceeding joy*

There are also frequently seasons of devotion, both
public and secret.

UmitaWd bfAke Spirit's poirer from Dwir ceiit

, Of Sesbljr th»l4om,feelthemielveftupbonie
On plumes of ^ecstasy, and boldly spring

Vp to the porch of heaven^

• Consider these several sources of pleasure peculiar

to true believers, and see their amount*
Theyalone possess that excellent knowledge which

Inings witliit the neace of God» and the blessing^

rf rraemptioHk They alone are children of God by
adoption and grace, and have the healrt of childrca.

towards him. They alone are conbcious of faith

^

repentance, loVe^ hopie^ and every grace^ in which
<tie divine image con^sts* They alone ekperience
communion with God ; and sometimes feel transport^

which they remember, with lively thankfulness, long

after the particular sensation is worn off from which
it arose.

"Let not'the wise man tfien glory in his Wisdom^
neither let the mighty man glory in his might ; let

not the rich man glory in his riches \ for neither

learning, knowledge, power, or wealth, afford the best

pleasures we ean enjoy t but let him that glorieth.

glory in this," that he ifnderstandeth orTnkyweth Godj
who, though heaven is his throne^ doth indeed dwell
with the faithful on earth, and in their behalf exer-

ciseth, loving*kindness, judgment^ and righteous**



m» COMPI^TE DUTY OF MAS.

AC88, for ia these ihiogs I de%hl;y saith the Lovcb'^
Jen xh

Judge not then^ with the eye of flesh, wfattblhe
best source oi present pleasure : for it is no mow
perceptible by sense, thaii tlie excellencies of the

mindi than learning and genius. And, as you would
justly meet with univmal eontempt for your ig-

nonmee, should you dare to say, the study of the
fine arts, or discoveries in nature, can give no plea-

sure, because beyond the comprehension of the mul-
titude, and neither showy nor palpable like the joys

of the sensual-; so be assured, yob blaspheme fi»

honour of God, deny t%s truth, mi bewray your

own dark state to all the excellent of the earth, vvhea

you dare question the present pleasures enjoyed

by every one who believes in Christ to t)m saving of

m souL ' ^

Pray, thcf^efinne, thttt yo« may be taught ofOo^
and darkness be made light before you. Then will

youf gross mistakes, arising from a depraved heart,

be rectified* Then^ will you clearly see, that real

Christians are not mone distinguished by purity of

fife, than their superior pleasures* Thini will ym
understand, that (contrary to the despicable opinioa

the world holds to their sober singularity, and the

impious prejudices which every where prevail against

it) the eye never saw any thing so grand and beai^
ful amcNigst the objeots of sense; nor did the earever

hear any thin"; so delightful or advantageous; nor,

amongst all the sciences, did the mind ever compre-

hend any thing so adapted to give, with exccUence^

joy to the soul, AS the things which God hath pre*

pared for them that love him, even before the sons

ol men: which thijigs are given to them on this side

the grave, as an earnest of what they shall possess for

ever in glory.

If this gre^ assertion be stsU suspeded, and full

proof demanded that suchjoy is radonal, certaiui and
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neecMtrir,'^ ifc ahiU be produced ia^ ilie fioHomeg

chiqptef*

9 '

SUNDAY LL

CHAP. LI.

the Pkasureft peculiar te a Uirialiank

There is noUung.at first view, perhaps, more
•traoge than the strong prejucUoes in iiiei> profeaahig

Christianity, a^inst the joy it was revealed to hi-

spire. That the doctrine of salvation by Christ cru-

cified only should ofiend, is no wonder ; ior our high

agkk knowv not hour to brook die adfeabancinent it

4iennads ; aoft anybetter, his pure precepts, from tbe

universal self-denial they enjoin. But that men, call-

ing; themselves Christians, should quarrel even with

ihe joy their own religion promises, and pour.di»-

II*

ing fact; since, uppn tiie bare repent of such pleasure

and joy, one would conclude our natural desire of

happiness must strongly prompt us to wish it v/cre

a reality; whilst many cutting disappointments £rom
die worid must ineltne us totimk it reascmab^soa^
^icndly sanctuary should be provided for all who
love the Lord, where soUd joys might certainly be
found.

But, upon examinatioo, we 'shall fully detect the

grotifid of this strange prdudiee mi&st tbe joys

springing from the fwth of Christ. For were thejr

allowed to be nxcn must pass for counterfeits,
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who iue fttsangeni to them by-their omn confession*

They mutt be forced to see ho«r despieaUe k tbete

rdigtoii, irineh consists in iisiitiinji to scriipt«e«

truths, without feeling their power ; in a round of
duties, without spiritual life, or in being honest,*

sober, and harmless, without any more delight ia

God thm infidels know. So that the whole cterac^

ter, peace , and security ofnominsl Christisns, in dieii!

own judgment, are at stake. Wherefore they are
bribed in regard to their ow n quiet, to cry down, as

mnk enthusiasm, those joys to which themselves aeo
strangers. Besides, the spirit which losteth m ns lo

envy, cannot endure odiers should fccrive tokens <rf

love from God, which we ourselves know not.

" To these causes, enforced by a few instances per-

haps of real delusion, we may faorly ascribe thatgea*

end and stubborn prejudice against one of the noi
blest privileges ofa Christian, joy in God. ^

'

In vindication, therefore, of this privilege, I shall

prove it is reasonable to conclude, that real Christians

ms]^ -experience^ from the sources .already named^

^ mudi ffeUght : certain it is ti&ey do and mte^sary
Wicy should. •

It is most reasonable to conclude, that real Chris-

tians may experience much delight, because God
represents himself under the character of a Father

to the iiuthful in Christ Jesus, in a. sense which
none besides themselves can lay claim to. It would
be endless to cite all the passages which assert this

important distinction. The Redeemer, in the strong-?

est terms distinguishes all believers from the rest of

mankind: Wliosoever. shall do the will ofmv Fa-

tUey [by believing in and obeying me], the same is

my brother, and sifter, and mother." When he was
going to heaven, he said unto the representatives

of his church in aUag;es, I ascend to my Father^

and your Father, to my God^ and ymufJQoiL*^ -Thtf^
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Mmri iliiliiirtinn ii midr hy thn mprnrlr Heexhorti
those who were wavering, whether they should for«

sake their idolatrous friends and relations, to em-
brace the gospel, for this reason, that then God
would receive them, and be a father to them, and

they should be his sons and daughtjers," 2 Cor. vL
As God then stands inw near and peculiar a re*

lation to the faithful, what more rational than to

conclude, his love for them far surpasses the affection

of eaithljr paiems towards their offspring ? But what
parent^ worthy of ttuit tender name, ever refuses to

manifest the delight he takes in his children, as'

they arc able to bear such kind regard? Or docs
not study, by numerous expressions of love, to ren-

der their state of subjection a pleasure to them ?

And is it not perfectly reasonable to conclude, that

the eternal Father may as sensibly distinguish be-

tween believers and hypocrites, as we do betuTcn
our duteous cliiklren, vvho^ want encouragttinent, and
stubbom ones, who nutst be kept under a frown ?<

.

That, to use ^ his own words, his secret should be'

with them that fear him, and he should shew tht in

his covenant; whilst others remain at a distance

from him, without any spiritual light, grovelling in

the pleasures of sin and the things of time, which*
they basely prefer to God, anddl the riches of hid

grace ? Certainl) this is a most rational conclusion,

especially when it is considered, that, through the

whole Bible, believers are declared to be the delight

and glory of God*
' It is in vain to object against this, as implying too

great a stoop in liim, and making men of too great

"

importance; because the scripture accoimt of the*

connexion between God and the faithful strongly

affirms that such condescension and regard is paid"
to them. He, therefore, who is ready upon either

, p^^ t^c^e presnmyUous to mock at tl^e . mention of
^
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joy in God» arising £mii the near . and dear relatioa

believers bear to him, despiseth not man, but hm
adoraUe Creator, who promiseth-ofUs supmboiind-
in^ grace, " I will dwell in them, and walk in them,
and I will be their God, and tlicy i^hali be my peo-
ple," 2 Cor, vi-

Itis most reasonable to conelude beiievers inChrist
nay estperience peculiar delight, because.they seek
all their joy in God alone. The acquibitioii of riches

will not satisfy them, nor the enjoyment of health,

honour, or long life. Lord, say they, who is like

unto thee f Liftthou up the li^t of thy coumenanoe
upon us* This will put more joy into our hearts

than the increase of corn and wine.*' And is it en-

thusiasm to conclude, that God, who both deserves

and strictly requires such supreme affection, should

reward eveiy one who pays it to him ? Or tint when
men are so divinely changed as to ptefer the favour
of God infinitely before their own worldly interest,

and every sensual gratification, they should receive

tlic completion of this gracious and ample promise ?

16ve them that love me, and they that seek me
earlv shall find me. Riches and honour are widi me*
yea, dmable riches and righteousness ; that I may
Ciiuse those who love me to inherit substance, and I
will fill their treasures,'' Prov,. viii. 17.

Further, we may rcaswably conclude that the plea-

sures believers enjoy are high and peculiar, when we
consider the force with which parental love always
breaks out towards children, who, zealous for the

honour and rights of a father, endure bitter persecu'*

tion on that account. What possiUe demonstra-

tion of aflection is then widiheld f If we, - therefore,

(to use our Lord's argument) being evil, know how
to reward, by every evidence of great delight in

them, our excellent children, how much more shall

9ur lieavenly Father give tokens of his delight in

L)igiiizeci by LjOO^I
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them who sufler for zeal ia bi& caiuye^ and lo¥e of
Us name?
But no one can be a Christiaii, according to the

scripture definition, without suffering for it. Begin,

whoever thou art, by thy example to rebuke not
only scandalous vices, but all the shameful hypoc<»

risy of nomiiial Christians ; and thou shalt very sooa
find emugh to try thy courage, patience and fideUty.

If thou art poor, tlic loss of work and bread to eat

bhall be held up before thee by the ungodly, to de-

ter thee from being more religious than they like*

If thou ait young, and darest to take more pains

to live godly than those about thee choose to take

themselves, thou shalt feel a domestic persecution,

which, though it makes little noise, is very grievous

to fleah and blood. In such oases, does not sound
feaaon justify scripture assertions, teaching us to

OQodude, God will afford some counterbalance to all

the bitter speeches and spiteful usage his confessors

experience ? " That he will enlighten tlie eyes of
their understanding, to know what is the hope of his

eaUiQg, and what the riches of the g^ory of his inher*

iteice in the saints, and what is the exceeding great-

ness of his power towards them that believe ?" Is it

weak and enthusiastic to conclude, there is in all such
aases joy imparted from the Lord to fuUil the scrip*

tare~^< Thou shalt hide them in the secret of thy

presence from the pride of men : thou shalt keep
them secretly in a pavilion from thestrife oftongues?"

Psal. xxxi 19. The Almighty is represented iu

this passage as giving his £uthful people so lively a
sense of his love and protection as keeps theni

from growing weary in his service, or from any
inclination to be less bold for the truth. By his

secret consolations they pass their time, as in a pa«

yiltcm pitched io a delightful garden, though the
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atrire of opposing or reviling tongues be heard

around them.
Which posidon tfien is most reasonable and con-

sonant to the scripture character of God, to assert

that he doc or docs not manifest his love in a pe-

culiar degree to those who love him ? Allowing the

promises in the Bible are truths judge, who are ab-

surd and grossly mistaken ; nominal Christians, posi-

tive agaiubt an) communications of joy ; or real be-
lievers, who maintain, that a life of self-denial obe-

dience in the service of God abounds with this

ritual blessing.

To conclude this point, it is highly reasonable

to suppose the faithful in Christ have joy peculiar to

themselves, because their eternal state will differ in-

finitely from what awaits the world of the ungodly.

The latter, hardened, alas ! even to the hourofdeaths
will then meet an incensed' Judge ; remain in all

their filthiness, and feel the misery of endless pun-
ishment. The former leave the bodv to enter, we
are assured, into the^resence of the Lord, i would
ask, then, does not reason lead us to conclude sontis

anticipation of this bliss is enjoyed before its ful«

iiess ? And that the blessed heirs of salvation, who
arc ^^o soon to inherit the promises in their utmost
completion, should have delightful acquaintance

with their meaning here, and joy in their God, the

same in kind as that reserved for them in hearenf
That those whom the King of kings will rewaad with

eternal glory, in the presence of men and angels,

should rejoice in the blessed hope, be sealed oi him,

and have the earnest of his Spirit in their hearts 9 U
not this much more reasonable than to suppose that

men, who in one day may be as widely distant from

each other as heaven and hell, should be alike des-

titute of any spiritual joy ; should both be left to go
on till the hour of final separation, one no more than

1^ lyui^uu L.^
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the other experiencing the light of God's counte-

nance? Cc^rtainly no man can name a greater ab*

surdity than this supposition.

What has been ofiered proves sufficiently, I tnist»

it is no mark of a weak enthusiastic mind to con« *

elude the members of Chribt have peculiar and
great delight, which, though often decried as de*

lubioii, appears, upon due examination, ro-

Thus far I have argued only in favour of the rea*

sonableness of concluding real Christians may possess

joy in God. But I advance farther, and prove, by

tlie higtiest authority, that they actmUyJtjb—h^cmw^
Jlie prophets foretel, the R^kaemtr promises, and
the apostles record, the admirable joy peculiar to the

church of Christ.

The prophets foretel it in terms as strong and clear

as either the lioliness of Christians, or the glor} of

their Redeemer. In the 89th Psalm, the whole body
cS the faithful are described in the following words

:

Blessed is the people who know the jovl ul sound.

They shall walk, O Lord, in the ligiit of thy coun-

tenaoce. In thy name shall they rtjoice all the day,

mid in thy righteousness shall they be exalted : for

thou art the glory of their strength, and in thy &vour
their horn shall be exalted. For the Lord is our de-

fence, the holy One of Israel is our king.'* What
Stronger colours could be used to paint a life, whicU
was one scene of pleasure ? For the ;^boundingjoy
believers in Christ p »ssess from the knowledge
redemption by him. as revealed in the evcrla^tiiig

£^ospel, here called the Joyful sound, is the principal

figure which in this painting strikes every eye.

Under the direction of the same unerring Spirit,

Isaiah describes the Christian church as joying be-

fore God according to the joy in harvest, and as men
rejoice when they divide the spoil ; [whilst the tioie
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cause oftheir exulation is, that] unto us a child is

^'bom, untousa son is given, and hb name shall be
called Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the

the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace," Isaiah

ix. 6.

In another passage, he describes the church of

Christ under the image of persons invitrd by the

Lord of Hostt. to a p^eat festivity, whci^ pleasures .

crowd to regale each appetite, and every thing which
can exhilarate is poured forth in great abundance,

Isaiah xxv. In a third passage, he describes them
returning to Son, or heaven, with songs and ever*

lasLing joy upon their heads. Each of these passa-

ges (with a vast numbtr more that might be produ-

ced) wholly relate to the temper of mind by which

the church of Christ should be distinguished. This

is always mentioned as die proper state of those hap-

Ey
souls to whom it is- given to believe in Christ,

•ut does the picture bear the least resemblance to

the persons it is drawn for, unless real Christians are

a people much acquainted with pleasure ? Between

liominal Christians, who have no more joy in Gcd
than a Turk or Jew, and the Christians^ described

bv the prnphets, there is no likeness. Yet so posi-

tive art the prophets in afiirmine: such pleasure shall

beenjAyed in the church of Christ, that the faithful*

ness and veracity of God stand engaged to make
good the delightful prediction. And unless wedeny
the authority of the prophetic books, we must allow

' Cliristians certainly possess incompurable joys.

What the prophets with one mouth foretold, the

Redeemer confirms by many declarations and pro*

mises. On account of the joy his gospel, wh^
iiiidcrstood aiid believed, inspires— The kingdom

of heaven, says he, is like unto a treasure hid in a

field, the which, when a man hath found, he hideth,

aod, for joy thereof, goeth and seUethali that he
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hath, and buyeth that field/' Matthew xiii. 44. We
*know how mueh the news of an estate unexpectedl]r

left to us elevates the poor heart of man. In the

•same manner, our I^ord aflirms, a clear vkw ol" sal-

vation by him affects his believing people. In another

place, he declares that the immediate efiect of faith

in his name is such abundant* satk&ction of soul, as

extinguises all burning desire after any thing be-

low, and causes fresh consolations to spring up to

an overflowing fulness, till all the believer's wants

are entirely removed, and all his desires completely

satisfied in the enjoyment of eternal life. Whoso-
ever drinketh of the water that I shall give him, shall

never thirst, but the water that I shall give him shall

be in him a well of water springing up into everlast-

ing life,'' J<^n iv. 14. " He that believeth on me,
as the scripture hath said, out o£ his belly shall flow

rivers of living water. But this spake Jesus of the

Spirit, which they that believe on him should re-

ceive, John vii. How could the joy of Ciiristians

be more strongly described, or more positively af-

firmed? And this enjoyment is not confined to some
eminent- followers of Christ, but insured as the com-
mon privilege of all who drnik of the water he giv-

eth, of every one who believeth on his name. What
Jesus taught the woman of Samaria at one time, and
the vast' concourse of his hearers at another, res«

peodng the peace and joy which result from faith in

.

his name, under the figure of a fountain, and rivers

of living water, he literally aflirms in his last convert

nation with his apostles. ''He that hathmy command-
ments [understands, receives, and embraces them
aU,3 and keepeth them, |^not only extols, btit will not

break them, whatever he may lose or suffer on that

account,] he it is that loveth ixic : and he that loveth

me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him,

and manifest myself to him." He shall not only 6e

t
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the object of m} delight and love, but live favoured

with discoveries of ray power, grace, and faithfuh^ ss.

One of his disciples, ckarly undtrsumdin^ the Re*

deemer meant some inestimable favour, which tliey^

and not the world, were to enjoy, asks him, How
is it, tliat thou wilt maiiii^^st thyself uiuo us, and i»ot

unto the world ? Jesus answered and said unto him,

If any man love me be will keep my words, and my
Fath^ will love him^ and we will cdme unto him, and
make our abode with him not leavinpf him as one
friend does another, after a transient visit, but as an

inhabitant, giving, by our j>i e.-sence, liijht, strength,

comfort, and joy. And lest it should be thonglit,

as many most absurdly pretend to believe, that Chris-

tians in evert/ age are not so fully to inherit these

promises, as the very persons to whuni he first miide

them, he compreliends, in the same prevailing pray-

er which he made for the apostks, ^'ail w ho &hould
ever believe in him through their word." He makes
ao manner of difference or distinction. Woe be %
those who do. He makes one and the same request

for his whole clmrch, every individual belonging to

it being equally a member of his body—He prays^

*^That the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be
in them, and I in them.*' John xvii 26.

Every thing requested for the church of Christ

in this prayer, and every feature in the picture which
the prophets have drawn of believers in his name, we
see m tliose who first received the faith of the gCM^pd.

After the day of Pentecost, the apostolic church is

described in several particulars. And their state of
mind, w hich shewed itself indeed in their actions, is

sufficiently marked out by two words : gladness, or ex-

ultation, smd singleness ofheart. In tbe same book of
the Acts, after mention of Philip's preachinp;^ in thecity

of Samariii, it is remarked, tliui ^icL^frreatjoyimhsiX,

city, W hea die jailor^ into w hose custody bt, Paul
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was delivered, had once heard the word of the Lord,
besides the actions which he dkf«imniediately upon
believing, which plainly shewed great alacrity of
heart, it is expressly added, that he rejoiced. The
same account is given of the Ethiopian eunuch*
As soon as Philip had preached Jesus unto him^

he was baptized, and though his heaven*appointed

guide was snatched from him, yet the gospel taking

place in his heart, he went on his way (it is not said

reasoning, or deeply mtdiiating oniy, but) rejoicing.

Indeed we have reason to think that all who heard
the gospel to any good purpose, heard it with the

same sentiments of delight and joy. They behaved
at first as persons (juiie amazed and surprised with

the grace of God. Btfore habit or improvement
could have time to manifest itself, the^ were raised

by the pure joy of the gospel above this World, and
ready, in its defence, to embrace the martyr's stake.

From what has been said, it appears that not only

Ihe prophets foretold the faithful in Christ should
proclaim the incomparable worth of his gospel bjr

' tiieir joy in God ; not only did the Redeemer pro-

mise his peace and j6y to his disciples, and declare

that their joy should be full ; but when his name was
first'preachedt the genuine effect ol it, in every place^

was gladness of heart. You must, therefore, either

affirm, that the christians described in the Bible, and
those who lived when the gospel was first preached,

difier in species from ail who live now, though they

sinoerely profess the same faith, and love the same
Lord , or you must grant it is a fact, that all real

Christiaiiii have joy in tlic God oi their salvation.
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SUNDAY LU.

CHAP. LII.

ihc hove of Ciiribl lo iiia Cuuich inaii Agtb Uie same.
»

We iiave alreadf proved it is reasonable to coa-

elude, and certain from the testimony ofChrist, the

prophets, and apostles, that peace and joy in God
are the privile ge ol Christ's church.

It is urged, to invalidate these proofs, that perse-

cution in the first ages of Christianity called for great

manifestations of divine love, which are now no lo&t

ger to be expected or vouchsafed.

As this mistake is become verj^ general, and its

influence extremely pernicious, it shall receive 4 full

refutation, and be exposed in all its absurdity.

- Adopt this &lse notion, and scripture itself must
lose its value. For we may say with as much reason

of the whole, as of those passages which have l>een

uiiged above, that they were delivered to particular

persons on particular occasions. Wherefore, if scrip,

turn belongs to those to whom it was first addreissed,

in a sense it belongs not to the churcti in every age;

then the Bible, instead of beine* a svstem of eternal

truth, and an invariable rule of iiie, equally obliga-

tory on all Christians, will dwindle into an antiquat-

ed obsolete book* It will absolutely require a dis-*

crimination to be settled between the scripture de-

signed for the comfort and joy of the first believers

in Christ, aud what those live in after ages may
claim: just as some Papist divide the practical^

part of theNew Testante&t inuj absolutecommands,
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which belong to all, and counsels of perfection given
only to a few.

'

Besides, this notion is contrary to scripture. St*

lohn declares the end for which he hbour to esta-

blish Christianity was not merely the belief of the

miracles, death, and resurrection of Christ, but that

ye, saith he, might havefellonvship with us, i. e. an
equal share in all the high privileges, holy influences,

and divine consolations which belong to that one
body the church, of which Christ himself, full df

power and glory, is the head. But we fiady contra-

dict this apostle, when we affirm there is any differ-

ence in point of spiritual privileges between even the

chosen twelve, and all who have obtained like pre-

cious iaith with them, to the end oftime-

Further, the absurdity of this popular and perni-

cious mistake is no less gross than its contradiction

to the word of God is glaring. For have not all

Christians one faith ? The truth which sanctifies

them is invariable. Have they not one Spirit to re-

present this truth to the mind, and make it effec-

tual ? Is not the practice of duty in the same extent

required? the same sacrifice of worldly interests?

the cutting off the right hand, and plucking out the

right eye ? And is not one heaven the eternal reward
of all true Christians ? As, in all these interesting

points, there is a perfect equality, how absurd to

make an immense difference in the matter of present

peace and joy from the influence of the same trudiy

the same hope, and the same Spirit? This is the

more absurd, because the word of God teaches us

that no one is ever disposed to apply to the heavenly

physician before the sickness of his soul compels him^

and the fear of eternal death ; and that no one can
be saved before he caUs for mercy on the Lord as a
lost sinner. But this conviction annihilates all dis-

^ tance of time,, all difiierence of external circumstances
3 c
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betw^Mfi the contemporarieB of CBriat and hk
postlcs, and succeeding believers, to the end of the

world; because, without this conviction of sin,

though Paul was preaching, or Jesus hiiaself work*
miinclea btSonameyt^ bb Mhratioii.miist be

rejected ; and with this ccmvictioii preaan^ tm the
mind, the record God has given of hih Son becomes
inestimabiy precious, and his salvatwi the one thiog^

oeedful.

Thus abaiurd is the BOlifm ao conatan^ «»9edt*U$
evade the pbinest ppomiaea of ^at peace aedjoy tx»

all true believers, and to keep those easy in a formal

profession of Christianitj , who experitncc QjoUuog

cS its excellent power«

We must add the evidence of daily facts to the

united testimony of prophets, apoatles, and the Sevi*

our, that real believers in his name have joy in God.
How can we otherwise account for the total akera«<

(ion of choice and conduct in some of every rank,

a^, and temper, as soon aa they truly beUeve in
Chriat? AM these with one voice avo^^^they sever
hnew true happiness before they knew the. troths

Whatever the pleasures of sin were to them, they

confess is far exceeded by their spiritual joy, Hence>

long after the terrors of the Lord have ceased to

^mork upon their mind^, they keep at a distancii^

from sin, from peraonsv pleasures, and amnaements^
which before engaged their hearts, in order to pos-

sess the pence and plea^iures they liave tasted in the

i^rvice of Christ. «

Nor can it be sud, with any truth, all tins anaea

from notion put into theirheads, or from the,force

of imagination ; because a great number have had no
idea ot spn itual joy, till it sprang up in their hearts,

at once the object of their surprise, and the cause of

their [Preferring above all things the service ttftht

L<Hd. Whilst the perfect correqiODdence tins api«
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ritual joy bears with the scripture promises, ksfbun*
dation, and the uniform experience of those who
have had no means of catching it from others, con-»

cur to deliver it frem all raisoiiable aoapkion of re*

ligious dduaioiL

We amf farther t>bseiTe, that there are mmy
children whose meek spirit and excellent life cannot

reconcile their prejudiced parents to the power of re-»

li^^on, by wbom tkey are treated with great harsh**

ness, no one speaking a word in their favour. Tfaeae

children are still fiu* from desirmg peace, by re*

turning to their former gaiety and fashionable follies.

They find a sweetness in secret prayer, in meditation,

and reading the word God, which, even under
their beloved parents' cruel displeasure, is better tQ

Aem than ail thdr fiMrmer meniment, with the

friendship of the whole family.

If it be said, who knows there have been such
instances ? I answer, the histoi^y of the church at-

tests there have been, in all ages, a great number;
and the exeellent part of the Christian church ait

this day, young as wdl as old, vourfi this truth* _
It 15 on account of better pleasures not from morose
humour, or superstitious fear, that they have lost

aU relish for amusements they once pursued with
eagerness, despising all who did not, as they them«
telves are now despised. Unless, therefore, w<e

shut our ears ag^ainst the testimony of scripture, and
our eyes against the testimony of daily facts, we must
allow, that all who receive and obey the Lord Jesus

Christ are superior, in point of joy^ to any pecple

tqxmearth.
As tliis is fact, so it is necessary Cristians sliould

be fiiied with peace and joy. Were men of a differ*

ent make, or in a world more favourable to the cause
bf God, it would be then sufficient to mark out the

Une.of duty, too plain to-be JoistafceQ^ andenforce k
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withfuture rewards so great, tint no pleasure or gain
from sin could weigh in the balance. But it is plain,

from the slightest consideration of our nature, that

we greedily gra^ after present jojr, and from our
birth have impetuous inclinations to take pimwtte
m what is evil and forbidden. Look upon young
men. ' How are they prompted from within, and so-

licited fVoni will^out, to transG;rcss, the moment they
enter on the stage oi the world I How biassed to pre*
far vile pastimesand joys of sense toall wiaeemploy.
nent their tmie ! With what indiflferenoe,' tf not
strong distrust, do they hear the authority ofGod con-
demning tlu ir favourite pitasiires ! The female sex,

though more restrained from excesses in youth, as
tsgerly delight in evexy vanity—4n the least distinc-

tion for elegance ofform, gaudyattire, or splendid ap»

pearance. Pleased they are to walk with out-strctch-

td necks and wanton eyes; above measure fond of
levity and dissipation, of course obstinately averse

to Christian faith and obedimce. In tlie next period
of life though the objects of gFatification somewhat
vary , still inordinate affection towards them remains as

vehement as ever; still love of money, ambition, lux-

ury, or pride of life, leads the soul captive.

Such is our constitution ; and from it arises the ne-

eessit> ofpresent spiritual peace andj<qr, to reooncile

Qs perfectly to a Christian life. Without these,

teachers rccommcud, in vain, the practice of duty on
account of its future rewards, in preference to pre-

sent gratification. • This reward is only to beeiyoyed
after death, which men naturally choose to put at a
great distance* Make, on the contrary, the proposal

the Redeemer makes to his disciples, to cstaljlish

them in his service ; prove " there is no man that

hath left houses, or brethren, or sister, or father, or

mother, or wife, or obildren, or lands, &r his sake and
the gospel's but (in point of enjoyment, through the
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oonsohtions of Christy and the favour of his pirovi.

denct ) he shall receive an hundred fold now in this

time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers,

and cliUdren, and bonds, with persecutioa» and, ki

tim wodd to come, eternal Ufe Mark. x. Here
you see an immediate equivalent for any sacrifice

you are to make in love to Christ, and cheerful obe^

dience to his will. This renders self-denial not only

practicabkt but, upon the whole, grateful. Here is

not wbit otherwise must be aoeie authority to ovesu

awe, or selfish regard to escape tt^ Intler puns of heH,

but such spiritual delight as makes us entirely ap-

prove of our choice, and freely avow, to the p;lory of

God, that we were utterly depraved and blind for not

embracing him and his service, as our highest and
richest portion before.

Besides, it is ncccssari/ believers should have

much peace and joy in the service of God, that they

may observe and do whatsoever they are command-
ed* They are commanded in every thing to give

Aanksv to rejoice in the Lord evermi»%, to be con^

tent with such things as they have and to be patient

in tribulation.** These tempers are but a just ac-

knowledgment of. the mercies of redemption. But
these tempers cannot dwell in the soul, till, by the

power of divine faidi, it inherits spiritual bles«ngs,

which naturally excite thanksgiving, which reduce
suficrini^s, most formidable in the eye of sense, to

light afflictions, and self*denials, previous to the flesh,

kito pleasing tsestimooies of unfeigned love to God—^Take away these views, md suppose no delight
' to spring up in the heart from the knowledge of

Christ, it will be then impossible to rejoice in tribu-

lation, and under every cross to give thanks. " But
if we are, indeed, risen with Clmst, ifour life is hid

yith him in God, and we know that when he who
is our life shall appear, we shall appear also with him
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in ^lory, then victory over our natural fisars, mod
contentment in the most trying troubles Lire quito

practicable.'' And it were easy to prove, from the

New Teitwiient, lliat true Christian are rajucsled

in every thuiK to give thaokat became theymw re-

oeived ofthe Lord such rich tokens of. his love. It

iblloHs, therefore, that, unless we have joy in God>
our hearts u ill l>e enamoured ol some meaiiaiid base

object to his dishonour, and our own ruin ; nor shaU
we be able to give him the glory of a cheeiM sidb^

Hussion to bis will in all things. GoinpBring^dierefoieft

our condition with the obedience and tempers of a
real believer, it must be allowed, there is absolute

need of spiritual peace and joy peculiar to believers^

Md superior to every thing^ world can ofer r and
all who wUl submit to the .authority of scripture

must be convinced ofthe reasonableness, reality, and
excellent use of joy h \ God,

1 shall only add a caution af^ainst a wrong con-

stroctkm oi this gmnd privik^ of the Christian

diufchy and an e&hortation to all, as they, deskc prea-

aent happiness, to seek» in the fim place, the know^
ledge of Chribt.

It must be remembered, then, that the peace and
joy proved above vary in degree, according to se-

vml carcumstances» The weak m folk enjoy bud
litde in compariscn of the strong. A small stom
is enough to teWfy the former, and make them dread •

a shipwreck ; whilst the latter, from clearer know-
kdge of God's will and loving,kindness, can trust,

without pain to the care of their uaerring. pilots

though the tempest rages, and neither sun, ^immoon,
or stars, are seen for many days.. Contempt, re-

proach, and slanders, wound exceedingly new dis-

ciples, who over- rate the judgment of men; whilst

those who are duly mortified to the world, can wait

with cheerfulness till tfacur iiuiooenoe ia vindioated
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by the Lord, whom they serve. Some are apt soon

to vield to discouraging appearances, if the severity

of a conflict with their vile affections continues;

ivhilst otbersy like veteran soldiers, can follow, un-
dAunted» the* captMi of their salvation; in the hottest

of the battle. Some (new bom babes, as the scrip-

ture CiiUs them,) ignorant of the discipline of theii*

fiuher's house, find it difficult to beiieve they are hia

dear childreiii when they strongly fieel the distem*

per of their nature, or lose liie sensible sweetness of
communion with God ; or are sorely afflicted for a
great length of time, whilst others who judge truly,

. and understand his mind and will, no longer estimate

their own-safety or growth in grace, solefy by their

own feelings. Some, full of desire to be without
spot, and, imperceptibly to themsehes, trusting in

part to their own graces, are ready to d( spond at tlie

sight of their inhrmities, and tlie many blemishes
" found in the best ; whilst others, of clearer judg<^

tncnt and more knowledge, only sink deeper into

self abasement, and, at the sight of both, cleave

more steadfastly to Christ their hope, and so hold fast

tlie confidence of their rejoicing. Some are in cou-

stitution alert, lively, and confident, which makes
them more joyous, in the same circumstances, than

those who are phlegmatic, dull, and timorous in

their spirit.

in the same persons also, at different times, spir-

itttsd peace and joy wWl often vary, from the stupify-

ing power of bodily disease, and according to their

temptations, diKgence in holy duties, faithfulness to

God, and his good pleasure, from whom all conso-

lations flow. ' Whilst, therefore, w^e strenuously

maintain the divine privilege of Christians is to re-

joice in the Lord, stiU the degree or continuance of
tlmt joy must not be absolntely fixed, ormade essen-

'

tial to saving Ikitli. Fer then we sjiall often make sad
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the hearts of the righteous, whom God would not

liiive made sad ; and instead of strengthening the

weakt and encouraging them to go on, beat them
down. Nevertheless, if professors of faith in Christ

'are habitually strangers to joy in God| and pleasure

in his service, of which so many excellent things are

spoken in the Bible, they have great reason to sus-

pect they are counterfeits. It behoves them much
to examine whether some hateful idol, as money, or
forbidden pleasure, husband, wife, or child, does
not rob God of their hearts : or whether they have
not mean thoughts of Christ's power and grace, but

high ones of man's obedience to obtain favour with

God. This scrutiny is quite necessary, and ought

to be repeated with great strictness, because it is

certain the proper abiding state of real Christians

is that of pleasure : " The kingdom of God whithin

them is righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy
Ghost." The great apostle was of this judgment

;

therefore he earnestly prayed for the church at
Rome, that *HheGod of hope would fill them with ati

|:)L'ace and joy in believing, and cause dicm to abound
m hope, through tiie power of the Holy Ghost givea

unto them-
• Since, then, the present advantages of true faith

are so great, who can have the feelings of humanity,
in the lowest degree, and not pray to God, O that all

who hear this day the sound of the gospel, were alto-

gether Christians ! O that the tongues of all in the

sacred office were employed, and thearm of the Lord
revealed, to compel our fellow-sinners to come in to

that grand festivity for the soul which he hath pre-

pared, that his house might be filled

!

Ye young, ye gay, ye rich, and noble, be no
longer prejudiced against the Saviour, as if his ex-
cellent precepts were too strict a rule for you to ob-
serve. Examine the matter closely ; make trial of

< «
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tfbnteitel to hiln wtdMnit lesem. Vou wUl find

Ks gospdl an embassy of peace and reconciliation

from God, who is love, to a world of rebels up in

arms against him ; an assemblage of privileges^ pro*

Wiadif and spiritual delights, suited to allyour wantSg

more than equal to your desires, and Aus designed
to knit your hearts unto him.

Cease for ever, ye deluded vassals, to indulge ifi

unlawful love for women, wine, wealth, or honouFg

as if, without these base sources of gmtificaticmy yd
must be miserable. Hear, and be persuaded ; tiM

Possessor of heaven and earth makes a marriage sup-

per for his Son ; that Son, respecting such as you,

says, 1 stand at the door and knock ; if any mail

Open, I will come into him, mid will sup withhim,
and he with iM i. e. we wiH then dwell toffethef

on terms of infinite friendship, and, in reciprocal love,

feast together. Consider this as ye ought. I urge

not the doom to which you are exposed, whilst yd
ItfiiSe to hcAT his voicer who ^aketh thus from
Iteaven. I insist not on that hour, which is near,

when all your filthy sources of joy will be terribly

transformed into avengers of your wickedness. I

do not attempt to lay open the horrors of Tophet,

wUch ndeep and large; the pile thereof is fire and
UMich wood; and the breath of the Lord, like a
stream of brimstone, doth kindle it." But I be-

seech you, by the consolations that are in Christ, by^ comforts of low, and by the fellowship of the

H(dy Ghost, call upon God, that you may hty aside

alt wickedness and superfluity of naughtiness, in

order that you may immediately taste the pure joys

wluch flow down from the throne of God into the

heatts olt his faithful people. Deal no more so mad-
ly as to prefer, fat the sake of pleasure, die harlot's

embrace, or the drunkard's cup, the love of the

World, and the things of the world, to the rivet

3d

t
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which makelh glad the church in earth and htia?etLf

Make no longer the hideous choice of daricneas audi

estrangementfrom the Creator, Redeemer, and Saucer

tifier, before the light of life ; an education for ever-s

lasting glory, with aii earnest of it from day to day
in your own souls. -

Consider what a doud of witnesses are readj to
confront and confound yoa* Appear before these
witnesses you must. They felt so much peace aiid

joy in the service of Christ, as gladly to renounce
every comfort of life, sooner than be false to him^^;

and, rather than deny him, took joyfully the spoiling

of dieir goods, and met death from their em^ged
persecutors. The same Saviour, no more impair-

ed in excellency, or the riches of his love, than

the sun in brightness, presents himself with these

gracious words proceeding from his lips, Whose*
ever wil!, let him come and drink of the water of life

freely.'*

And can you be such despicable dupes to the

maxims of the world, and your own wild passionsi

as to be <E/raMf of coming into full subjection to

Christ, lest you should suffer in point ofpresent en«

jo\ ment ? Suffer ! Impossible : for all you are re-

quired to give up is sordid, selfish, and the prosti-

tution of your souls to Satan; Be assured, of ail the

gross falsehoods he makes the most credulous fools

awallow, this bears the palm, to imagine any plea-

sures upon earth equal to those which flow from tlie

knowledge and love of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Finally, be instructed, ye decent self-righteous

professors of religion. Strive no longer to ^lean up
some gf^ns of satisfaction from a good opmion of
yourselves, the works you do, and the reiit^ious prin-

ciples you hold. No longer tread the tiresome

round of duties, as a penance to escape damnation^

and purchase £ivour ofGod. Uneomfbrtabie^ senae-^
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less service ! Thus he addresses such serioust but

ftadiy deceived persons : Wherefore do ye spend

money for that which is not breadt and your labour

for that which satisfieth not?"
- " Hearken diligently unto me, and eat yc that

which is goody and kt your soul deUght itself in iat*

nessu Hear, and your soul shall live, and I will

l^ve you the sure mercies of Daved, i. Christ.
Behold I have given him for a witness [^of my free

grace and love] to the people, a leader and com*
mander to the people."

' Make Christ, then,, the Alf^ and theOm^, the

first and last, tlvs beginning md end of all your reli-

gion, and great will be your peace. You shall de-

light yourselves In the Lord, and he shall give you
jrour hearts' desire. Tlien you shall see the words^

in which Moses describes the church of God in old
time, are applicable in a still higher sense to the
body of Christ, his faithful followers. What nation

is there so great, who hath God so nigh unto thenx

as the Lord our God is in all things that we call upoa
him for ? Happy art thou, O Israel ! who is like un-
to thee, O people, saved by die Lml, the shield of
thy help, and the sword of thy excellency ? and thine

enemies shall be found liars unto thee, and thou shatt

Iread upon their high pla^cest

f ^
-

PRAY£R,

Sidted to the preceding'SalijMt.
I

# «.

BLESSED be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who hath blessed his church with all

spirituaiblessings, in heavenly things in Christ Jesus.

oat to us bdongeth shame and confiision of bo^^
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^ho io long denied the reality of these blessings, or
no de#re to enjoy them. We bav^ sought

gmdUjr^ia^^tiify wiih base «sd aeosuiU

delights. O pardon oar sin and provocation. Now
inake us to know thou art our supreme good, and
that the revelation of thy truth, peace, and love,

lyettcr than all the pleasures of sin. JBe not unto uf
^ Hf God <;liat hideth thyself Give now to all vhQ
come to thee by Christ Jesus joy in the Holy Ghosts
as thou didst to thy saints of old. Enable each to

- cry out, I have trusted in thy mercy, my he^t shaU

Rjoioe in thy salvation. I will sing unto the Lord,

because he hath dealt bountifully with me. Make
us exceedingly glad with thy countenance. Let aU
that seek thee be joyful and glad in thee ; let such as

Jove thy salvation say continually, the Lord be mag-
yified. Send the spirit of adoption into our hearty

that we may crjr, Abba, Futher that we majr b^
anxious for nothing, but in every thing, by prayer

and supplication, with thanksgiving, make known
our requests unto thee ; that so thy peace^ which
paaaeth all understanding, may rule ia our hearty

durough Jesus Christ our (lOnL Fill us with assure

ance diat thy eyes are always over the righteous, mtk
thine ears ever open to their prayers, that in th^

midst of trouble we may find comfort, aji^have thq«

for our exceeding joy.

O Lord and heavenly Fallusr, pity and deliver from
thehr wilful ignofance the multitude, who make tight

of the feast thou hast provided for them who love

thee, even before they are received up into glory.

8ay unto them, O ye sons of men, luw Img will ye
blaspheme my honour, and give your hearts only to

that which defiles, wounds, and wUl destroy you f

O that they may experience that thy love gives more
joy than the full uidulgence of base appetites. May
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Lord, art a sun and a shield, that thou givest grace

and glory, and no good thing dost thou withhold

&om than who lead a godljr life.

May the Lord lesus Christ, and God, even our
Father, who hath loved iis, and given us everlasting

consolation, and good hope through grace, comfort

our hearts, and establish us in every good word and
wgrJu Anm. .

.
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OFFICES OF BEVOTION
FOR THE

USE OF FAMILIES,
AND rOR '

JPer^ans in Fariom CofidUions*

Tbefollowinj^ admonitJon, read occasionally before fainiiy-w©r-

sbi|>, is very proper to produce seriousness of mind, and to

keep up a godly jealousy, lest hypocrisy and fonnality i ender
this important duty of no use. It is necessary to preserve

Tis from shaiiu fully contradicting in our lempcvs throug^h the

day, the prayers we offer up. This iiorrid absurdity hath

greatly contributed lu baiush faiiiiiy-wurshipi as a praclicp

of nu bene lit.

My FH^nds and Felloir Chiistiuii)

Wr, dust and ashes, are now met to call upon the

iiOrd God Almighty* He deserves all poi»sibie ado-

ration and reverence. He also stricdy charges us ta
take heed twe draw not nigh to him with our lips,

whilst our hearts are far from him. He assures us,

he will exalt those only who abase themselves, and
give grace only to the humble* He is also of purer

eyes than to accept our pmyers, unless they be of-

fered up in dependence upon the mediation of Jesus

Christ the righteous, our advocate, and the pro]^«

tiation for our sin.

ISow, therefore, may we have grace to lift up our

hearts to Grod with sincerity, reverence, lowliness of

mind, and lively faith in Christ ; then diail we re-

ceive whatever we ask according to his wilL With
these dispositions, we should at all times desire to

pray. So shall our wor^p be pleasing to God,
comfortable to oursdves, and make lis exceUent in

qiir tempers to eveiy one ubm%' u&lt
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S

Family Pmyerlur tiic Morning of the Lord's Day.

ALL praise be given unto thee, O God, our

heavenly Father, for this holy clay, in which we imi-

tate the company m heaven, whilst we assemble in

thy courts on earth.

Instead of rejectinp^ us for our pride, and miful ig-

norance, and forgetfulness of thee, thou hast set apart

thy day to teach us the knowledge of thy name, and
of our own condition. Thou hast commanded us to

make public confession of our sins, and thy perfect

hatred of them ; of our manifold disobedience, and
th) <iniazing forbearance ; of our depravity and {)cr-

petUcil need of thy grace. Thou hast commanded
us thus to abase ourselves before thee, lest a proud,

self-sufficient spirit should ^stroy us. Thou hast

commanded us to make intercession for all men, that

our hearts may be enlarged in love towards them,
and our hands ready to minister to tlieir necessities.

Thou hast sent thy word unto us for reproof, correc*

tion, and instruction in righteousness, to make us
wise unto salvation, through faith which is in Christ

Jesus. And thou hast required us to ^ivg thee

thanks in the great cong^regation, in order that our
hearts may be filled with p^ratitude to thee for, aU
thy benefits. O how amiable on thisse accounts,

Lord God of hosts, are thy houses in our land ! We
especially adore thy gouduess, in passing over the

provocations and iiisults we have so often repeated,

by rushing into thy house, in pride, hypocrisy, and
contempt of thy salvation. Instead of Guttin|3f us off

in this most dreadful state, thou hast been pleased to

lay it all open to our view. Therefore we now, on
our kiiees, implore of thee every disposition of heart

which can make us acceptable worshippers. O our
God, send forth light and truth, forcibly to impress

us with the great importance of the work we have to
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do* Shield us firom all dislractioiis* Whilit
confi»8 our wis, fill us with deep self-abasement and
jgodly soirow. Give us to ask in full assurance of
receiving the thin^^s we need, i)ardon, righteouSQes8|

and strengthy bom thy love m Christ Jesus« Ac*
companj thy oracles, and the preaching of thy aer*

vints with the power of the Holy Ghost, that we majr

be more wise, and more diligent to follow the exam*
pies set before us : that thy judgments and threaten

-

mgs against transgressors may deter us from walk
ing after the flesh, and the fashion of this worid. O
lhaty by hearing thy gospel, we may clearly per-

ceive, and gladly embrace the great salvation it pro-

claims, and be careful to observe and do whatsoever

•ur Lord commands. And when we offer up our
prayers for all estates and conditions of men, p[rve ua
to feel bowels of mercies, and to beg^ for their sup*
port, deliverance, and salvation, as for our own.
Thou knowest. Lord, our sad condition; that

when we would do good, as thy holy law requires,

cril is present wHh us. We would wait upon the^
without a wandering thought ; butour weakness and
depravity, alas ! are manifest, after all our endtav*

ours to be wholly taken up in thy service. Arise, O
God, and save us from those idle thoughts, which
«l8e will hinder our piayers; .and though we can
have nothing to rejoice in what we do, may we re-

joice in thy goodness and tender mercies, in the re-

demption of our souls by the blood of Jesus, and ill

thy exceeding great and prauous promises.

Thou, Lord, hast appointed pastors and teachers,

whose lips should retain knowledge, and the people

are to be instructed in thy law from their mouths.

We pray thee to give unto them all the spirit of wis-

dom and revelation in the knowledge of Christ, that

they may be taught how to lay, like able builders,

$he true foundation ; and, by their pneaching, may
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knowledge be increased, and sinners turned from
liieir evil ways. By their preaching, may thy chiU
dren be comforted and establibhed, the beauty of

* holiness and the sinfulness of sin be eflFectuaiiy set

torth ; that after due improvement of thy day, house^

and word, we may for ever rejoice in the rest which
remaineth for all die people of God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord and Saviour. Amen.

Evening Family Prayer on the Lord's Day.

THOU, O L(»d our God, art great, wondet**

ful, and holy. Thou art exalted far above all bless^

ing-s and praise which men or angels can offer
; yet

thou hast taught us, that whoever o&retb thee

thanks, he honoureth thee. Mueh cause have we now
to praise thy name for thine ordinances, Which we
liLive this day observed. Pardon the iniquity of our
holy things, and cleanse us from the defilement cleav-

ifxg to our best services. Accept our prayers and -

prabes, for the sake and through the intercession of
our great and merciful High-Priest« - For his sake^

O heavenly Father, fulfil all tlie requests we have
made this day before thee^ that the benefit we gain

in calling upon thy name toget;her may be manifest

in our,dq>ortment» and felt in our hearts. Thus
may we love and serve thee, waiting in joyful hope
for that hour when we shall see thee face to face, ^nd
know even as we are known.
To thy n^rcy \ve recommend all our relations,

and all our friends.
,
Enlighten their minds, that

they may not profane thy holy day ; give them grace

to worship tliee in spirit and in truth, with the great

congregation ; to spend their time with
j
oy in retire-

ment, and secret prayer, and meditation upon the

multitude of mercies they have received from thy

3 £
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' Vbit,O Lord, the nations yet sitting in darkneaif

mA the shadow of death. May the day spring from
on high shine upon them, to guide their fret into the

way of peace. O that the tulness of the Gentiles

may come into Christ, and all Israel be saved! O
that the mountain of the Lord's house may be esta-

blished upon die top of the mountains, and exalted

. above the hills, and the earth be fillc4 with the glory
the Lord

!

We beseech thee, O Lord, to put an end to all

idolatry and superstition in the nations called after thy
name. Cause the power of godliness to flourish 19

all thy churches. Utterly destroy fonnaliLv and hy-

pocrisy amongst tht professors of thy hoi) faith, that

there be no oflS^nce ^ven to scoffers, or that they

should have any cause to say, what advantage doe»
the gospel of Cfhrist impart f

Take us this night, O our God, under the shadow^

of thy wing. Whtn we awake, may we think of

thee : and if our life is spared to the return of day,

may we walk in the light of thy countenance, and ia

all thy commandments blamekss. And when our
departure is at hand, may we enjoy a sweet foretaste

of heavenly bliss, and know, that when we are re-

moved from waiting upon thee in the courts ot thy

house below, we shall, with angels and archangel^

and all the company of heaven, for ever laud and
magnify thy name, O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,

to whom be ascribed, as is most due, giory and do^

minion for ever and ever. Amen.

Monang Pni|rer for a Fanuly.

O BLESSED God, who hast so loved the

world, as to ^ve thine only begotten Son, to the end

that dl who belieVe in him should not perish, but

have eternal Ufe, mercifully look upon us, miserable
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sinners. How ignorant are we of his excellency, of

our need of his salvation ! How unafFccted with.aU

we have heard of his glory ! Xhough his name it

above every name in heaven, we feel an horrid back-

Wardness to trust our souls in his hand, aiid little

comfort from what he has done or promised. O re*

veal to us, by the Holy Ghpst, the person, ofik^t

love, and power of thy Ciuist O that JSe laay be
no less precious to our souls, than he was to the sdntt

and martyrs of old. Thou hast declared thy Son
shall be exalted and extolled, and be very high;

may he be so in our eyes more and more* Tiirough

&ith in his name, may we receive daily the pardon of
€Hir sins, the comfort of thy help, and abound m
hope of die glory oi God. May the love of Christ

constrain us to live to his honour by loving one ano-

ther. Objects always of his compassion, and saved

by the redeinption that is in him, may we be able

to forbear and forgive, putting &r from us all aiw

ger, strife, and variance. O let a life of meekness,
quietness, and pt ace, be the fruit of our daily wor-
ship. For the credit of our holy profession, and
that our very prayers may not be turned into sin,

make us who dwell tc^ether to be of one mind, and
to build up each other in our holy faith. By thy

good providence, O Ood, our heavenly FaUier, pre-

serve us, if it please thee, from all evil and nuschiei^

from fierce disease and torturing pain. In the midstof
our prosperity, may we stand preparedfor a change.

O may we be able to glorify thee in tribulation, and
on a bed of languishing. For this purpose, estab*

lish us still more in Christ Jesus, seal us unto the day
of redemption, and pve us in our hearts the earnest

of thy Spirit.^

To all our near relations and kind friends, be mer-
ciful and gracious, O Lord our God. May they be
led toJipyt a deep atteutien to tlie care of tlieijr soulq^-
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and overcome by faith in Christ this present ovU
world. Be a God unto them, and a guide all theup

days upon earth ; and after death may they be re?

ceived up into glory.

Make the nation to which wc belong a people fear-

ing thy name. Bless all who are put in authority over
Visit, comfort, and deliver all who are in griev-

ous affliction, or oppressed with poverty ; love our
enemies, bless them who curse us, do good to them
who hate us, and enable us to do the same.

Accept our praises for thy perpetual ^-oodness to us
ever since we were born, for our sleep by night, for

the pleasent return of light and day, for the use of
reason and the means of grace, and above all for thy
chief mercv, Christ Jcbus. With all that is within ns

we would bless thy name for this unspeakable e^ift,

ascribing to him, with thyself and the Holy Ghost^
all honour and praise, might, majesty, anddominion^
ifirorld without end. Amen*

Qur father which art in heaven,

Evemng Prayer for a Family.

HOLY and ever-blessed Lord God, thou hasfe

made all things, and orderest ail things by thine un-

erring wisdom. Thou fillest heaven and earth with

thy presence, and from thee proceedeth every good
and pcrlcct gift.

We, miserable sinners, desire now to approach

thee with a contrite spirit, confessing our viieness.

We have been fiiU of pride and hypocrisy in thy

sight and towards men, We have been ail alive to

the things of the world, but utterly indifferent to thy

cause and glory. Long did we stand out against

every caii to repentance, and often have we sinned

wilfully. We have set at naught thy threatenings

and promises, and hardened our hearts under t]^^
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chastisements. We are not able to reckon up all

our sinSf nor the circumstances which have made
them exceedingly sinful. Humble us, we beseech

thee, by placing before us all the detestable qualities

chargeable upon us in every act of disobedience.

O make us perceive clearly how unjust and daring,

how rebellious and ungrateful, we have been in cast-

ing thy words behind us* Give us to know there is no
remission of our shis but through faith in the blood
of thy Son ; by his blood may we know we are jus-

tified, and have pence with thee.

Vouchsafe, O God, to turn us from all iniquity*

Create us again ^fter thy own image, that we may
live to thy praise. May it be the continual desire of
our souls to obey and serve thee, and may life be va-

lued principally by us, as an opportunity of doing

thy will and keeping thy commandments before men»
that they may see our good works, and be led to

glorify thee our heavenly Father.

Bring to our remembrance that solemn account

we must give when the tlirone shall be set, and the

books be open. May we, by faith in Christ, and
knowledge of his glory, be ready for his appear-

ance. In that great day, may we triumph with all

his saints, saying, Lo, this is our God ; we have

waited for him, and he will save us. This is the

Lord, we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

To thy merciful protection, O God, we humbly
commend ourselves this night. Defend our persons,

our dwelling, and our possessions. Give us, if it

please thee, refreshing sleep, tliat, with strength of

body and vigour of mind, we may serve thee, and
at last be admitted into that world, whereth ere is no
night or bleep, where w c shall receive the end of

our faith, even the salvation of our souls, through

,Jesus Christ our Lord, in dependence upon whose
fightepusness aild everlasting intercession, we offer
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up unto thee this our family-worttbip, conduding^as

be hsith taught us to prayi

Our father, (s'c.

Trayer to be used before Pcutaking of the Lord's Supper.

IN obedience to thv command, mv Saviour and

jnv God, I now come to eat of that bread, and driiik

oi that cup, which is dcviigned to set thee forth maiii-

imdy crucified before our eyes. O teach tne, that I

nay come with knowledge of the nature and infinite

aiue of thy sacrifice. May I feel my poverty and

defilement, and draw nigh with a true heart, uttvrljr

rejecting every other way of salvation mm luituriily

trust in, and placing all my hope on thy blood to

cleanse me from all unrighteousness. I would come
with unfeigned love, designing to make a full sur.

render of myself to thee, thou Lord over all, and

head of the church. Thou \vast pleased to forgive

the woman who was an infamous sifiner, and bid htt

go in peace* Thou didst declare the publican jus*

tified* Thou didst put away the sin of Peter who
denied thee with oaths and curses. Thou tlidst take

up the crucified thief immediately into glon
,
upon

turning to- thee tor mercy* Bless me also, O my
Lord; fi:>rgive my transgressions as thou didst theirs.

In this feast, lift op the light of thy countenance up*

on n^e, that 1 may know th;At I am justified bv iHy

hloocl, and shall be certainly preserved and saved by

thy hie in the presence of God for thy church.

When the outward and visible signs of thy merito-

rious death are put into my hands^ may I, by a true

faith, eat thy flesh, and drink thy blood, so as to find
'

it meat indeed and drink indeed imto my soul, so

that I may dwell in thee, and thou in me ; tliat i may

know 1 have eternal life^ and that thou wilt raise m-
up at the last day*
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May thy love for our souls, stronger than death,

unite us all in love to each other, as members alike of

thy body in rhe church. Whilst we are all looking

upon thee the just su£fering for us unjust, may every

angry and selfish passion die away. May brotherly-

love reign in our hearts, and be continually exercised

w ith delight amongst us all. And all the time I so-

joum in the flesh, give nie, by the power ofthy grace

to keep the feast upon thee our passover sacrificed for

uSp not with the ieaven of malice and wickedness^

but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

Gr:mt these requcbts lor the glory of tliy great name.

A Prayer proper for PersoDS under great Difficulties^ aot
when AfTidrs of great importance are an suspense. »

O LORD thou God of wisdom and of might,

whohath moiit graciously commanded us, poor&hort*

sighted creatures, to commit our works unto thee^

and promised that our thoughts shall be established;
'

to cast all our care upon thee, assuring us thou ca-

rest for us ; mercifully receive our prayer which we
now make unto thee* So perpkxing are our affiiirs,

so doubtful and wavering our minds what course

to take, and by what method to extricate ourselves

out of our difficulties, that our eyes are fixed upon
thee as our only counsellor. Teach us, we beseech

thee, what we ought to do, and enable us to choose

what, upon the whole, will most conduce to thy glo-

r\' and our good. All things we know in heaven
and earth are ordered and governed by thee, accord-

ing to the counsel ol thy own will, and by a special

providence thou makest all things work togedier tor

good to them that love thee. £iidue our souls %vith

this grace of love to thee, through a- knowledge of

Christ ic^us, that we may repose ourbcives ki ilice,
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and wkhout anxiety of mind the event of ditf

matter we have ia hand. If the issue is prosperous

to us with respect to this world, give us grace, to

ascril^e our success wholly to thy undeserved mercy,

and to retain a grateful sense of it all the days of our
life. But if it secmeth good to thee to turn our pre-
fient suspense into certain adversity, and bring upon
lis the thing we fear, O grant us sufficient strength

to behave ai ii^ht under thy correction. In ourafflic-

tioUf may we put our whole trust in thy mercy

;

and so exercise ourselves in submission and hunul-

ity, in &ith and patience, that the prosperity of our
souls may be promoted by the continuance or weight

of our troubles ; and \vt may be finally able to say.

Thou, O God, of very faithfulness, hast caused us

to be afflicted. Hear us, O thou God of peace^

patience, and consolation, whose kingdom ruleth

over all, and whose doihinion is from generation to

generation, world without end. Amen,

A Prayer when under the Pressure of some heavy .Afilictioti.

O THOU most holy and righteous God, who
©rderest all things in heaven and in earth, and with the

greatest tendtruess dost hear the cries of all who put

their trust in thee, through Jesus Christ ; I believe,

Lord, help my unbelief, that in wisdom, mercy, and
holiness, thou dost appoint unto me every circum-

stance of my condition. I desire to look through all

second causes to thee^ O Lord God, who makes!
them merely instruments to do thy will, and execute

thy pii rpose respecting the children of men. O thou

inlinitcly wise and i^racious Governor of the world,

often have I said, 17ii/ will be done. But now thou
• art pleased to afliict me, 1 find my nature ready to

shrink back, and to be clamorous or fretful under
the sacred but painful ccoss* What I have often
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solemnly repeated, I am strongly tempted to unsay; *

and to wish my own will, not thine, was to take

place* Make speed, O God of my salvation, and
help me to deny myself, to bow down in free and
fiill submission to thy appointment of my comUtion.

Brin^ powerfully to my remembrance, I be^ech thee,

what my mouth hath so often declared in thy pre-

sence, that I have deserved all the plagues written

in the book ofthy law ; and that it is mere mercy and
^

rich grace which have kept me from the wages due
'

to my sin, from weeping, and v^railing, and gnashii ig of

teetti in torment. Whilst thou art therefore smiting

me, O thou righteous Judge of all the earth, give me
an heart unfeignedly to adore thy mercy, that, instead

<jf the scourge with which I am now corrected for my
profit, thou hast not long since given a commission

to the sword of vengeance to do ail its dreadful work
upon me. O fill my soul with a perfect acquiescence

imder this affliction, by convincing me that thou,

and thou alone, O God, knowest what manner of
correction I need. Thy eye discovers the foliy , the

perverseness, and many sinful disorders of my soul,

and canst alone adapt a remedy to the disease. O
that I might obtain grace, dierefore, to remain in

meek subjection to the Father of spirits, and to bear

the stroke of thy hand, not merely because none can
oppose thy will, but because the stroke is given to

heal and bless« Take away from me all thoughts
that are without understanding, and so busy to press

into my mind, raising objections against this partic-

ular way in which I am tried. Make me to believe

it is the very affliction proper for the particular state

of my souh And, in the midst of my troubles, let

ihy comforts, O Lord, refresh my heart, and re-

lieve the weariness and pains of nature, by the su-

pernatural supports of thy grace and spirit. Thy
mercies are not restrained, neither is thy hand wax*

3r
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cd short ; what thou hast done for thousands of
sons and dauj^hters of affliction, do for me, even for

iTie, O my God. If my heart be less tender, less

beii'^ibic, thou canst cure that evil and make my pre-

sent afflictions the means of curing it* Thus, O
Lord, let it be ; and at length, in thy due time, and
in the way which thou shalt choose, send forth de-
liverance for me, and shew mc thy marvellous lov-

ing-kuulness ; for I well know how dark soever this
' night of aiiiiction seem, if thou sayest, Let there be

light, there shall be light. O let me patiently, wait

and quietly hope, till that time of mercy come.
Let njc be much more concerned to have my afflic-

tion sanctified than removed. Number me, O Lord,

amongst the happy persons whom, whilst thou,

chastenest, thou teachest out of thy law« Shew me,
I beseech thee, wherefore thou contendest with me;
and whilst I am passing through the furnace of af-

fliction, O let it purge away my dross, and take

away all my iniquity. In thy presence, and under
the support of thy grace, 1 can bear any thii^, and
am willing to bear, if I may grow more confiirmable

to thy will, and more largely partake of thy holiness.

As my foolish heart is ready to grow fond of this

earth, O let the disappointments and afflictions I

meet with in it loosen my affections, and put an end
to all my sinful attachments to any thing below. O
teach my soul to receive every trouble as a call to
cease from expecting any thing from the creature,

and to be preparing for that hour which shall putaji

end to all the sorrows and trials of the righteous, and
give them an entrance into the everlasting kingdom
through the blood of the Lamb, in which they wash
their robes white. O Lord, hear; O Lord, per-

form and do ; defer not, I beseech thee, lest my
spirit faint before thee, and the flesh which thoa
hast made. Amen*
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^Pnfer bdave a Journey, for a Peraoo who is to travel by
himself.

THINE is the power, O Lord, and the domin-

ion in all places ; both at home and abroad all our

tsafety standeth in thy protection and mercy. To
tfiee therefore do I now direct my prayer, called by
mv necessary business from my own habitation.

Miny, I know, and peculiar are the daiigcis, both

with respect to body and soul, to which travtliers

are exposed : and by his own strength or wisdom
no man is able to Bvcid them. Compass me there-

fore about with thy (kvour, O God, as with a shield;

guard both mv ]>LTson and property from the sons of

violence and blood ; preserve my body iit hcakh and
atrength : and as I shall be much alone by the way^

grant that I may reflect and consider much on thy

truth, thy grace, and salvation, and be able to say,

lam not alone, but the Father, Son, and Spirit, by
their sacred induences^, are with me. Whatever
company I come into, preserve me from complying
with any solieitations to sin, and from being at all

conformed to the manners of the profane. Endue
me with ki^nvledge and discretion, that I may not,

•without cause, make myself a derision to the un-

godly ; nor for fear of the &ces o^ men, do or say

any thin^ to wound my own conscience, to grieve

thy Spirit, and to lead the careless to think I am of

the same disposition with themselves.

Cleanse the thoughts of my heart by the inspira*

tion of thy holy Spirit. Suffer me not to look upon
a woman with a lustful desire. Let no presumption
on the advantage of being unknown in any ]ilacc

where I come, seduce me to act in a mcinncr I

should be ashamed ofamongst my friends and neigh«>

hours, Wiiatever business I have to transact, give
me grace, O Crod, to do it with all good conscience,

abhorring deceit, fraud, and lying.
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For all these mercies I make my prayer unto thce^

the God of my life, and in fiuth 1 commend myself
into thy hand», beaeedung thee tfiat ho evil may be-

fal me. Nevertheless, if it be thy pleasure to ap-

point unto me in this my journey some disaster, ei-

ther of falling among thieves who shall rob me, or
breaking of a limb, or to visit me with sickness ;

give me, I beseech thee, patience, faith, and com-
fort in the midst of my trouble, and full assurance

that all things shall work top^ether for good to them
. that love thee. And after all my travels here^ bring

nie» O my heavenly Father, at last to thy holf
hill, through the greatness of thy mercy to me in

th\ dear Son and my only Saviour Jesus Christ.

Anietu

A Thanksgiving after a safe Journey.

O MY most merciful and gracious God, I de-

sire to take this first opportunity of returning to thee

my most hearty thanks for this fresh instance of thy

love to me, manifested through my whole journeys*

Thou hast preserved me fimm every peril and s«d

accident to which I was exposed. Thou hast sur-

rounded me with blessings on every side. I mig-ht

now have been groaning under the pain of broken

bmiea, of bruised limbst ^ other tembledisaalers

;

yea, I might suddenly have been dashed in pieoes on
the ground, or perished for from all help, and my
friends and family been shocked with the doleful tid-

ing. But instead of these miseries thou hast kept

me in safety : thou hast brought me. to see my ha<*

bitation in peace, and all things here in prosperity.

Every cUiy thy nicroy and g:oodaess, O Lord, did

prevent and follow me. O how unwearied is thy

bounty towards such polluted and depraved crea*

tures as we are ! And now grants I beseech thee^

1
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that the sense of thy love to me may create in me
such love forthy name, and for whatsoever thou dost

command, that I may cheerfully, aiid with fiiU pur-

pose of heart, devote myself to Uiy service, and serve

thee with all my strength. Grant me both this, and

eyery othar blessing I necd^ ior the sake of Jesus

Christ. Amm.

A Prayer fur a i\iniiiy when any Member of it is sick, proper
for Morning or bvening.

O THOU infinitely great and glorious God^
thou killest and makest alive. Thou woutidest, and

thy hands make whole ; thou bringest down to the

grave, and bringest back again. Thou dost accord-

ing to thy will in the armies of heaven, and among
the inhabitants of the earth, and none can stay thine

hand, or say unto thee, What dost thou ? Yet righte«

ous art thou in all thy ways, and holy in all thy

works. Even when thou afflictest and causest trou-

ble ami heaviness to fall upon us, it is that we may
learn righteousness from thy judgments, and receive

profit from thy correction. Wherefore, though thou

hast now visited our house with sickness, and art

calling us to humiliation for our sins, yet we would
still speak good of thy name, and love and bless thee.

We desire at this season to remember all the past

mercies with which thou hast been pleased to bless

us and our houseliold. God forbid that our present

grief should make us unmindful ol tlie constant be*

nefits,we have enjoyed. How long has each of our
family lain down and risen up, gone out and come
in, in health, strength and peace ? How long has

the candle of the Lord shone upon us without in-

termission ? For these multiplied favours, blessed,

O Lord, by thy good and holy name ; since the

smallest ofbenefits is more than we deserved, and the

sharpest affliction less. For to us, on account of
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our tranfigressions, is most justly due indi^nattmt

and wrath, tnbulatbii and anguish. Wherefore,
then, should liTiii^men complain^ men and trans
gres&ors, ior the punishment of their sins ? Shall %ve

receive so much good at the hand of the Lord, and
ahall we not receive evil ; patiently and contentedly

reoei«>e evil abo f Thia temper we know, O Lord,
is our iMMinden duty ; O form it in us. And as^ in
great compassion to us, thou hast opened a way of

' relief for us under every trouble, by directing, com-
manding, and encouraging us, in all our afflictions,

to pour out our compbiints unto thee, and tell thee
of all we fear and feel ; to thee, O Father of mer-
cies, do we make our supplication at this time. O
Lord, be not far from us. In entire submission to

thy mobt wise and holy will, do we now earnestly

pray for that person whose sickness fills us with so
much concern. O look upon him (or her) in his

low cbiaLc ; bufilr nut, we beseech thee, his disor-

der to prov-^eed, and let not this sickness be unto

death, but lor the manifestation of thy grace towards

us alL Thou knowest, Lord^ his frame; lay no
more upon him than thou wilt enable him to- bear

with patience and quletnciis of mind. And, O thou

great physician, without whom all others are of no
value, do thou direct to tlie most proper medicines,

and bless Uie art of healing to his body, and our great

comfort. In thy due time, restore thy sen-ant to

health and bU Lnglh iigciiu, that he may have a longer

day of grace and salvation, prove more useful, and

do more good in lus generation. In the mean time,

however thou shalt think fit to dispose of him, O
sanctify unto him this affliction ; work in him deep

humiliation for his sin ; bless him widi repentance

unto life ; enable him by faith to behold the Lamb
of God, and to trust in the fountain opened in his

blood for the remission of sins, ijiat, being justifiei
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through faith, he may have peace with God through

Je^us Christ our Lord. Make all his bed in his

sickness, and let pauence have its perfect work in

his soul. Raise him up to pruise thy name, to pay
those vows he makes in trouble before the assrmblv

of thy saims, and to walk in newness oi life. But if

thou dost not see fit to. spare thy servant, whom we
are now remembering before thee, O prepare every

one of this iainily, according to our several relations,

for the awful stroke. With respect to himself, if

the time of his departure draweth nigh, O let his

heart be comforted by thy promises in Christ, and
taste that thou art gracious unto him* May his soul

be safe and happy in the hour of death ; and, in the

great day of the Lord Jesus Christ, may he be found
among those who died in him.

. And help us ail, who are now in health* to improve
this loud and solemn call to prepare for our own si<^-

ness and disease. Let us not abuse our bodily

strength to encourage ourselves in sinful security

and impemtence. Give us always to be ready, by
performing the will of our Lord, that whensoever
be shall come, we may be found of him in peace, and
enter into his joy : that whenever our health is turn-

ed into sickness, and our strength into weakness,

and our ease into sharp pain, we may not be cast

down or perplexed^ but feel in our souls those sup-
ports and consolations which the world cannot give,

aor death itself take away.

Hear us, O Lord our God, in these our humble
requests : forgive us our sins ; ^d accept our per-

sons and our service through JeAs Christ our Lord*
Amen,

A Family Thanksgiving for the Recovery of a sick Member
thereof.

MOST gracious and holy, good and merciful
God ! we have heard, we have seen, we have experiw
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diced thy love. Blessed, for ever blessed be fhy
name, tint instead of being known to us by tlie

judgments our sins have deserved, thou art manifest-

ed to us as a God willing to forgive all our iniqui-

ties. Thou hast delivered our eyes from tears, and
our hearts from anguish* Thy servant, whom thou
hast Utely alBtcted, b now a monument <^ thy spar-

ing mercy. Thou hast chastened or corrected him
(or her), but thou hast not delivered him over unto
death. Thou, Lord, hast turned our mouruing into

joy, and our fears into songs of praise.

O may this thy servant, whom thou hast spami,
love thee more, and walk more exactly before thee in

the land of the livin^^. We beseech thee, perfect all

that concerns liik recovery : aiid grant that this gra-

cious interposition may properly affect both him and
every one of us in this family. From henceforth

may we all more entirely depend upon thee for the
continuance and preservation of our dearest earthly-

comforts : may we consider them as thy free gifts, O
Lord, and know that thou alone makest everv earth-

ly blessing be to us what it is. And give us grace
so to use and enjoy all our temporal comforts, as

those who know the fashion of this world passeth

away. Graiit we may iearn, from this late affliction

in our fiimily to live more like persons who are soon
to be separated by death, and to ^ve all diligence

to grow rich towards God, that we may be better

prepared for a breach in our family whenever it shall

come. And vvhomjjoever of us, O God, thou shalt

be pleased to call away first, may we be ready to

obey die summons ; and, though parted for a sea-

son here, be joined again in heaven, and be all of us
for ever with the Lord, and with one another.

That we may none of us fall short of so glorious

an end, O grant us a clear knowledge of the excel-

lency of our God, and a firmer dependence upon the*
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word of thy grace. Girant us a stronger love to the

Lord Jc sus Christ, aiid a greater resemblance of him 5

that each of us in our particular station may be zeal-

ous for God, full of mercy and justice towards men^

and possess every temper whereby God can be glo-

rified in us.

Fill our minds with a more cheerful and lively

sense of our obligations to thee, especially for this

late additional mercy : write it, we beseech thee, on

our hearts, so that no temptation from without,

corruption from withm, may make us ever act as if

we forgoi it.

Aiid now, O Lord, we again present both our-

selves and family, all we have and ail we are, a live-

ly sacrifice unto thee for all our remainingday s. Be
vvidi us when we arc passing through the valley of

the shadow of death ; niuv we then fear no evil, nor

have cause to fear any* Guard us through the gloo-

my passage, and bring us safe to thine eternal king-

dom and glory. We humbly ask all these blessing^^

thoui^h utterly unworthy oursleves of any notice, in

the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who ever Uvea

jo make intercession for usi Amen.

^^^^^^^^^^

A Prayer fyv one convinced of Siti*

GOD be merciful to me a sinner : a sinner be-

yond expression ! Hlow shall I lift up mine eyes to*

wards thee, O thou most holy, or take thy name
within my polluted lips I O Lord, thou needest not

my confession to inform thee, for thine eye luith been

ever upon my path ; and of the things that have

eome into my mind) thou hast known every one of

them. The vanity of my childhood, the folly of my
youth,' the obstinacy and rebellion of my riper years,

are all w ritteii in thy book. Alas ! thou knowest I

was conceived in sin, and liave lived in sin ever since

3 c
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I was boni. All thy commandments have I broketii

all thy mercits have I abused, trifled with tt^ pa*
tietioe, resisted thy Spirit, and rejected thy gospel,

times without number.
So Ibolish and tj^norant, so stupid and hardened,>

unihaukiui and unfaithful have 1 been; a transgressor

from the womb : such has been my life. What then

must my heart be, the foundHtion from whence all

these stream of bitterness have flowed? O Lord,

thou hast said it, and I cannot deny it, my heart is

deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked,

1 am wholly defiled. There is no sound part in me.

I am full of pride and ifi^noranoe, unbelief and self*

will : my boasted stiength is weakness, atid my best

ri.i^liteousness as an unclean thinj^ before thee. |
owe thee ten thousand talents, but have nothing to

pay« 1 am bound to a perfect obedience, but 1 can«

not perform. O wretched' man, who shall deliver

me? Wherewithal shall 1 come before the most
high God ? Will sighs, or tears, or promises, an-

swer the demands of thy law, satisfy thy justice, and

avert thy righteouJi anger? or where shall 1 hide my
guilty bead ? O Lord, my flesh trembleth, my heart

faileth before thee. I am afraid of thy judgments;

I have deserved the m all ; and shouldest thou now
pour forth thy wrath upon me unto the uttermost,

even in the midst of my sufferings I must own thy

justice. Shouldst thou shut out my prayers, and
say. Depart, thou cursed^ into ererlasting fire; I

must be dumb. But, O Lord, thouc:b 1 have thus

destroyed myself, is iliere no help, no hope intlK C?

Hast thou not revealed thysetf in thy word as the

Lord God, merciful and gracious, long suK^ring, and
abundant in goodness and truth, forgiving iniquity,

trcinsgression and sin?" and hast thou not commend-
ed thv love to poor lost sinners, in giving thine only

^on to be the propitiation lor sin ? hath not thy Jund
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providence put thy gospel into my hands, to prevent

my sinkii^ into d( spair ? Thou Imi been pkabcd

t3 inform me of the sinless life and meritorious death

of thy on'y begotten Son, of the grace of his heart

to the chief of sinners, and the intercession he ever

lives to make for the worst that come to thte b\ him.

And though it is amongst my most abominable sins,

and the cause of them, that 1 so long slighted this

record of ihy Son, I now feel and seej that, except

he saves me, I must undoubtedly perish for ever.

All that believe in him he will save; and 1 am tau^^ht

in thy word that faith is thy g^ft, and of thy opera-

tion in the soul. O bestow and work in me the

work of faith with power, I beseech thee, unworthy

as 1 am. Enable me to behold the sufflrin^^ wound-

ed Lamb of God, who poured forth his soul an of-

fering for transgressors. Help me to believe that he

has his own self bore my sins on his own bo4y on
the tree ; that he has delivered me from the curse of

the law, being made a curse for me. Let me feel

the powerful efficacy of that blood which cleanseth

from ail sin. O let that Spirit, which Jesus is ek«

alted to bestow, testify of him to me, and glorify hina

in my eyes, that my troubled conscience may enjby

peace, atid my soul find rest in Christ. Giid nic

with strength tor thy blessed service, and redeem me
by thy mighty grace from the power of all iniquity,

nom, the hands of all my enemies, that 1 ma} live

devoted to thee for ever. O spare me, good Loi d,

thcit I may be a nionument of the riches of thy
mercv, and an instrument of spreading thy praise^

who art just, and yet the Justifier of the sinner and
the ungodly,^ through him whom thou hast held forth
to l)e a propitiation fot sin through faith in his blood.
Amen.

Digitized by G



436 OFFICES OF DEVOTION.

A Prayer lor tbe Increase of Faith in Christ. ^

ENLARGE, I beseech thee, O Lord my God,
my narrow ht ,trt to receive thy prccioub promises in

^1 their power and fulness. If the faint hope 1 al-

ready have, that thou art my reconciled Father, was
not founded upon thy own faithful word, it would in-

di-c'd be presumption to ask of thee to confirm it to

a iuil abhur.mce. But since thou hast ^iven to them
that believe exceeding great and precious promises»

that they might be partakers of a divine nature ; and»
by thy immutable word and oath, hast provided that

all who fly to Jesus Christ for refuge should have
stroiiL; CDUbolation, O give me to enjoy the inestima-

ble benefit. Lord, 1 do believe, help thou mine un-

belief. Adored be thy free grace, for what thou hast

already done ; but perfect thy work in me : make
me strong in faith, that on all occasions I may give

glory to God. Thou hast sIk wn me something of

my own misery. I see, I feel myself a lost creature

without thjr salvation. Thou hast also given me
some understanding to know him that is true, even
the almighty Saviour ; and every hope of mercy not

founded upon him, I renounce. 1 have cast myself

at his feet, and said, Lord, save me, or 1 perish. I

cannot doubt his power ; but O forgave me, that I

so often doubt his love and willingness to save such
as I am, though I know for this purpose he ap-

peared in the form of ^ servant, and died upon the

cross.

O let me know in whom I have believed, so as no
more to doubt, nor be in darkness. Persuade me
fully, of my own sincerity in intrusting my dearest

concerns into the hands of Christ, and of his willing-

ness and ability to keep that which I have committed
to him against the great day ; to preserve me from

falling, to support me under all my trials, to defend

ipue against all my enexnies through thi^ state of war^
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&re, and at len^h to present me fauldess before thy
glorious presence with exceedinj^ joy.

Fain would I rclv upon thy Imthi u I promises ; fain

would I rejoice in hope ; but, alas ! an evii heart of
linbeliefdeprives me of those comforts and privileges

provided in the gospel for returning sinners. Let
the Sun of righteousness shine forth with healing in •

his beams, scattering the mists and clouds which
hang upon my mind. Give me grace to seek this

blessing by diligently reading thy holy word, by bC;

ing instant in prayer, constant in th^ use of all ordi'

nances, and circumspect in ail my conversation.

Let me not rc maiu ii^^norant of the devices of Satan,

that he may neither terrify me by his malicious sug-

gestions, nor seduce me under the appearance of an
angel of light, to depart one step from the rule of
thy word, either to do what thou hast not command-
ed, or to expect what thou hast not promised. But
having my heart, my hope, my eye hxcd upon thee

alone, may i cheerfully wait for the accomplishment
ofall the good, both in time and in eternity, promis*

ed to them that are in Christ Jesus. I ask this in his

name. Amen.
r

A Prayer proper ior one in Trade or Merchandise.

RICxHTEOUS art thou, O God, in the doom
pronounced on all the human race for the offence of

our first parents, that in the sweat of our brow we
^hould eat bread. And not only in justice, but in

mercy hast thou ordained that we should be active

and laborious, to be of benefit to others, and to be
preserved ourselves from all the evils of idleness and
sloth. Thou thyself workest hitherto, and thy pro-

vidence, which ordereth all things in heaven and
earth, doth never slumber or sleep. Thy only be-

jgotten Son also^ when he took upon him our flesh.

- 'd vj^.vv'^le
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put his hand to die nail, and his right hand to the

workman's hammer ; and it was his meat and drink

to do thy wilt, and finish the work thou gavest him
to do. Tliy holy angels hkewise are in action with-

out ceasing, ministt ring uato them that shall be ht-irs

of salvation. Who, or what then am 1, O Lord
God« that I should expect to have no business or la*

bour appointjed for me, rt quiring my dose attem
tion ? Let not thib be esteemed a burden, but give

me ti;racc w ith all alacrity lu apply mvsi lf to my par*,

ticular employ meat. And as 1 am hxed iu it by thy

unerring wisdom, not for my own private interest

idone, but for the good oS societ^r, O implant and in^

crease within me a principle of truth, honesty, and
f^^'ood-will to men, that 1 may always abhor tlie

thought of enriching myself by tlie gains of secret

fraud or base deception* Keep me from day to day
by thy mighty power in a ccMiscientious regard to

that rule of thine, designed to extirpate all the dis-

eases of trade, of douig uulo others as I would they

should do unto me. Let me never forget that the

wages of righteousness bring with them the cyrse of

God, and that the prosperity of the wicked shall des-

troy them. Let me always feel, that better is a lit-

tle which the righteous hath, than great revenues

without right. And as thou knowest how naturally

selfish 1 am, and how prone to the love of money,
which is the root of all evil ; as thou aeest, in the

diily course of my business and employment, how
much I am in daiiger of being led to think ^alii the

one thing needful, O my God, save rac from all such
snares jaudttmptations. Let not riches with its en-

chantments destroy me» nor honours or pleasures

entice me. O let me ever see them the fleeting

vanities they arc, and anticipate tht day when they

cannot pn^fit at all. Rivet, O my God, upon my
mind itu^ intriai»ic everlasting value of thy love, and
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if the CDRiforts of thy Spirit, and a remembrance
oi the happy and ever-biessed state of the obtdicut

and faithiul in Christ Jesus ; that so, amidst all my
getting, 1 may ^et that treasure that shall never fail.

And, in order that the business I have to do in the

world may not prove the destruction* of my sou!»

grant me a {^odly jealous} ovt r it, and a perj^etual sus-

picion of its tendency to extinguish in me all sense of

spiritual blessings, and to alienate my heart from God.
Knowing how many thousands have been swallowed

up and lost in the inordinate pursuit of Ihetr busi.

ness ; seeing the world intt-nt only upon aniassing

wealth; and feelinj^the same passion kindlins^

in my own corrupted heart ; I earnestly beseech

diee, O God, by thy own bowels of mercies, by thy

dear Son's blood, put thy Spirit within me, causing

me to use this world as not aljusini^ it, aiul to mani-

fest my moderation in the midst of ni} diligent ap-

plication to my calling. And never suffer me, in

judgment for my sins, to be so immersed in trade

and merchandise, as to make me cold -and formal in

prayer, backward to holy duties, a stranj^er to tte

peace and joys of the faithful, a profaner of thy sab-

bath, or a despiser of those opportunities for secret

devotion, by which alone my soul can be kept alive

to God. and grace obtained to withstand sin. Make
me a coitquerorover the world, and, by this infallible

witness in myself, to prove that 1 believe in Christ

to the saving of my soul. If riches increase with

me, grant in the same proportion my hand may be
liberal to the poor and needy. Possess my mind,

wherever I am, whatever I do. with the sense of thy

presence, as a God that searcheth the heart and tneth

the reins, that thou nu^estgive to every one accord-

ing to his ways, and accoi^ing to the fruit of his

doings ; that so I may never be surprised in the

kurry of business, or seduced by a notion of
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concealing the fraud, to act with deceit md Uedft

Lord, hear my prayer, and keep mCi so that ncitiier

the cares nor- the pleasures of this world, nor die

deceitfulness of riches, nor the Justing after other

things, may ever prevail against me, to make me a

dishonour to my Christian profession, and to sell

my soul for that which perishesin the using* Hear
me, O Lofdf for lesHS Christ's sake, who died to

deliver us from the power of this present evil world,

and to choose unto himself a peculiar people, who
sbouki not be of the spirit and temper of this world,

even as he was not oi the workl. To hinu with
Ayself, O Father, and the Holy Ghost, be all honour
and glory, now and for evermore. Amen.

A Prayer proper for a Person in Trade upon sustaiiung some
great hoss.

O LORD, thou mskest rich and thou makest
poor, exercising an absolute and most righteons

sovereignty over the substance and circumstances, as

well as over the persons of thy creatures. O forgive

my sins, whieh hare provoked thy displeasure.

Have compassion upon my weakness, and' turn back
the swarm of evil thouglus which are pressing in

from everj^ side. Banish all gloomy distrustiul ap-

prehensions from my miud. Teach me how to be
abased ; and if it seem good in thy sight to call me
to such a severe trial, how to be in want Give me
understanding to learn more eft'cctualiy from this

providence, how transient and uncertain are the

riches of this world ! and now, more than ever it has

been, let it be my chief aim to grow rich towards
€vod, to lay up my treasure there where it can never
be lost,and to choose tlrat good part which shall never

be taken from me. O I vord, prcbt rvc me from des-

ponding thoughts, though tiiis great laisfortune is
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oome upon iwe. Suffer me not; through atiy appre-

bmsiom of my afflicted mind, so to limit thj pow-
cr, as if thou couidst not extricate me out of all my
present difEcuities^ in a way which I cannot foresee;

or as if thy bounty was not able to supply me, be-

cause the means of my provision at this time are

now taken from me. In opposition to my own self-

tormenting thoughts, and to the malice of Satan,

who waits to turn them to my ruin, convince me
by thy Spirit, that if I lead a godly life, I shall want
no manner of thing that is good. Thou art able to

retrieve all my loss ; and after thou hast proved and
tried my heart, to bless my last days v\ith more
abundance than my first : or thou canst give me
more satisfaction and peace in a reduced condition,

than i enjoyed in greater affluence. O let these tho'ts

quiet my mind, and make me cheerfully submit to

thy disposal. Let thy faithfulness, truth, and pro-

mise be my heritage, and trusted in as a sufficient

portion. And as thou, O God, knowest my firame^

and all the finest springs of my nature, let not the

sight of my children or family overpower me. Let
not my heart be torn with anguish, as if they must
be destitute and forsaken. Say unto me. Be of good
cheer, leave your children unto me, I will preserve

them alive, and put thou thy trust in the Lord. O
let my faith rest upon thy word, that thou, who hast

graciously e;iven them life, wilt provide proper sus-

tenance for it. Prepare me, I beseech thee, O God^
Ibr whatever farther trials I shall be called to go
thrtyugh, «id make me ready even to lose my life,

rather than to take any unlawful mtahods for relief

in my distress. Thus, O I^ord, desiring to esteem

my present afiiicticm a mark of thy favour towards

fne (though my corrupt nature ^is apt to be ofended
with it), I commend myself and my imperfect peti*

tions unto theei through thy beloved Son, ^mm.
3
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Prayer for S udeiit educating fer Holy Orders.

O THOU Father of ii|^ts, from whom com*
eCh ever\ good and perfect ^ift ; by whose goodness
to me I aai training" up in knowlcdi^e and learning',

thai I niay be thorou^^hlv furnibhed in due time to be
a preachi-r and teacher in thy <;hurch ; to thee I make
my prayer fior a blessing upoa my stikUes and under*
takingly or all will be in vain. Sanctify and purify,

I beseech thee, my heart, that I ma} not sttid\ for

reputation, and to ^et the name of karntd and acute^

but only to be an instrument in thy hand of gioxy to

thy name, of .good to the immortal souls dP men*
And as authors are infinite, as much reading is a
weariness to the flesh causuig distraction, and tend-

ing onlv to unprofitable questions ; for this reason, I

beseech thee, so to direct me, that 1 may know
what books to choose and what to refuse, and con*
stantly apply myself to tliat course of studies which
will best prepare me for thy holy service. Preserve

me from ihe infection of false doctrine, natiindly

pleasing to the pride and corruption of nature ^ and«

as the only way of being safe from falling into error^

gram 1 may give myself up entirely to be guided by
th\ Spirit in daily and earnest prayer. And as thy

written word is the only repository of thy will, and of

that wisdom which is far better than gold, O make
me a diligent reader of the scripture. May I exer-

cise myself in it day and night. Let it dwell richl

j

in me, and be as much more pleasant to my soul

than all human writings, as thou, O God, art wiser

and better than men. Give me wisdom to associate

with none but those by whose sobriety, gmvity, and
good example, I may receive benefit. Rather let

me choose solitude, and be satisfied with reproach,

than vvalk in the way of sinners^ and for coiiipany^s

flake, destroy my soul, or wound my copscience.

EKcite in me a constant apprehension of my amuse-
ments and recreatipns, knowing how difficult it is
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not to exceed the bounds of nvKleration, and how
soon the affcctioasare drawn off from bt^tter tlnngSi

and enslaved. Let my care therefore be to redeem
my tifiie« and to find my study and my God my ex-

ceedinj^ joy. In all thmgs do thou order my con-

versation. Grant I may be temperate in meat, and

drink, and sleep ; grave in my deportment ; respect-

ful to my superiors ; amiable to my equals ; meek
towards mv inferiors ; courteous and affable^ with-

out levity and fully, to all. Give me ability ajid

ness for scholastic exercises, which are to strengthen
'

my faculties, to polish the mind, and to be the or-

nament of my future life ; that so 1 may leave this

place of educati m free from tt^ vices too prex alent

in it, sanctified and prepared as a vessel o' lionfjur

fit for the master's use. And may 1 take upon me
the high oihce of a teacher of souls, not as one w lio

prostitutes his conscience, and lies unto the Holy
Ghost for a morsel of bread, but as one who is real-

ly iiioved by a desire of saving perishing sinners,

iiear me for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen.

A Prayer for Chastity*

O THOU God and Father of our Lord Jesus

Christ, who hast called us, not unto uncieanness,

but unto hohness, whose will is our sanctification,

that we should possess our bodies in honour and
chastity, not in the lusts of concupiscence, as the
Gentiles who knew not God: I bovf down my knees
to bewail before thee the inherent corruption of my
nature, my desire to defile myself in those things

which I know in common with the brute beasts.

To such a degree hath this lust of uncieanness seiz-

ed me, that with difficult} I abstain iruui actual lewd-
ness, whilst my imagination is dreadfully stained,

and the thoughts and desires of my heart miserably
subjected to this fierce passion. O my most gra-

cious God, had it notbeen for thy restraining, grace
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I had doubtless fallen a prey to this commoa siiu

Do thou therefore, who hast kept me from fallings

vanquish all the iniclcannesb of my heart. Fortify

lue againbt it, and iiil me with a detestation oS lewd-

ness as a deadly evil. And as the wickedoess of my
heart would seduce me into this sin by promiskig
repentance and amendment, cause me to understand

that the sin of whoredom, abo\ e all others, takea

away the understanding* leading on those who are

enslaved by it like an ox that goeth to the slaughter^

or a fool to the correction of the stocks. CcmvinGe
me of thy utter abhorrence of this sin, and the im-
possibility of escaping thy displeasure, if I take part

in the voluptuousness the unclean. Make me
remember thy judgments in old time upon those who -

committed fornication, and all the express declara*

tions of thy own word, that whoremongers and aduU
terers shall have their portion in the lake of brim-

stone and fire. Let not vain words deceive me, nor

the practice of the ungodly lessen in my sight the in-

iquity of this sin ; nor the vast multitude irf those

who live in it make me once doubt thy veracity, and
determinate purpose to destroy the unclean, both

body and soul, in helL That I may not myself be
overtaken by this lust, let me avoid all society and
acquaintance with the debauched, and all their haunts

of idleness and places of entertainments Into their

assembly never let mc enter. Give me to upply my-
self with industry to my business, knowing that idle-

ness is the great encourager of unclean desires and

p ractices. Enable me toturnaway my eyes from every

inflaming object ; to be sober and careful in my dis-

eoursc, not giving way myself to foolish talkiiig or

jesting, nor staying to hear those who do. Give me
grace to eat for strength, not for pampering the flesh.

Lord, make me to heed and beware of cherishing the

feeblest motion of this lust, knowing from the his-

tory of Gud's saints how great a fire such a little
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spark has kindled when indiilged. As I profess my*
self a Christian, grant I may with horror reject cvery-

temptation ot ofil ring such an hibult to my Redeemer,

as to take the members of Christ, and make them

die members of an harlot. And lest my heart should

eovy signers in their pleasures, O Lord, grant I may
reflect on all those marks of thy vengeance against

the sin of lewdness visible in this world, as well as

reserved for the unclean in tliat wliich is eternal.

Let me not forget what loathsome diseases, what bit-

ter painSf what poverty and want is the fruit of lust;

what quarrels, what bloodshed, what infamy and
death from the hands of justice are brought upon
young wretches bv means of chambering and wan-

tonness. Let the knowledge of these things make
me urgent and instant, day after day, to cry unto
thee to preserve me blameless in spirit, soul and
body, and that I may never gratify an appetite im-

planted for the noblest purposes, but in the way
which thou hast appointed. Grant this, holy Father^

for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen.

A Player for a young Person.

WHITHER, O Lord, shall a young man go,

or how shall he be able to escape all the snares which
beset him, and all the corruptions within his own
heart ever ready to betray him ? VVhei e, but to thy

throne of grace, O God of ail power? Here, there-

fore, do I present my supplication, humbly beseech,

ing thee to give unto me that faith in thy word,
which shall make me receive all thy promises with
delight and conifort, and stand in awe of doing' anv
thing to incur thy threatcnings. Estabhsh in me the
fear of thy eternal m ijesty, and a steadfast purpose
of heart to walk before thee in holiness and righte-

ousness all the days ofmy life. Subdue my naturnl

pride, which would lead me to be a re bcl against ihet

,

O my God, and lightly to regard . tlie plainest and
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most poative of thy commands. Quench those lusts

which the fire of vouth ever kindles in tht heart. In-

stead of being head V, high minded, rash, and pre-

sumptuous, open mine ear to receive instruction

:

inspire me with meekness to be humbie in my whole
behaviour, and ever to follow that which is good.
Create in me a constant distrust of mv self, an aver-

sion to the company of the lewd, the gay, and
thoug'itkss, and a jealousy of those things to which
I find myself

, most vehemently inclined ; knowing
that by nature I am altogether earthly, sensual, and
devilish. Now in my youth, grant I may ascribe

unto thee the honour due unto thy name, bv prefer-

ring always the knowledge of thy truth, the sense of
thy love, and observance of thy will, to all the plea-

sures of sin and vanity. O convince me that the be-
ginning of sin, as well as of strife, is as when one
letteth out water. Teach me how soon sin will en-

snare, how insensibly entangle, and how difficult it

is to escape from those evil tempers and indulgen-

ces, when once complied with, which might easily

be vanquished by resistance at fust. Let thy Spirit

be my perpetual monitor, guide, and comforter,

through tliy word» lioot out of my vain heart all

good opinion of myself, all haughtiness of spirit, all'

stubbornness and moroseness of disposition, all af-

fectation of conforming to fasliionablc siu and folly,

and every wanton imagination; these vile propensi-

ties, the miserable diseases of my fallen nature, which
I find within me. Help me, O my God, to mortify

them all, to advance in grace as I grow in years, to
gain a complete victory over my corruptions, and
make a constant progress in the knowledge, faith,

and consolations of Jesus Christ the Lord i in whose
early youth I see an example of holiness and r^ht- -

eousness, ivhich I am commanded to follow; and-

through whom 1 hope to be accepted uiitu iUc ibr

evermore. Ameiu
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Buckelew, Peter
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Bayard, Joanna
Bergen, John
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Covcnhoven, Sarah
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Degraw, jun. John
Degraw, Abraham
Dorset, Samuel
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Everett, John
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Nevius, John W.
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Outcalt, Henry
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Potts, Abraham
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Stevenson, James
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Wilcockb, Moses
Willet, Samuel
Watt Robert
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Avers, I'titr

Riickclew, Obadiah
Cheesman, Joseph

Daris, £dcnund
Farmer, Jasper

Gu ick. Daniel
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Hager, John

,
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Overt, Maria
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Taylor, sen. Benjamin
Tunisoii, Jacob

Vanderbeil, D rmice

Van Dome, Henry
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South Brunswick.

Combs, Samuel
Clark, James
Caywood, Thomas
Dean, Aaron
Davidson, Jonathan

Denton, James
McDowell, Thomas
Perrine, JsmiesP.
Perrhie, John
Pettit, Robert
Rue, William
Stewart, James
Van Dike, John
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Anderson, John
French, Sarah

Garrish, Michael
* Letson, John

Nevius, David
Nevios, Abraham
Pool, John
R jppleyea, Jane

Tunison, Cornelius

Voorhees, Abraham
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Buckelcvv, Frederick

Dehart, William
Hendricks, John
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Vanpelt, David
Van Lievv, Maria
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fVashington.

Ackerman, Guiline

Dunham, Jehu
Furman, Isaac

Obert, Henry
Outcalt, John F.
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Bayard, John M.
Barcaloe, Cornelius
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Davis, Peter

Fine, David
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Rappleyea, Geo*
Rappleyea, Richard
Veiglitc, Henry
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Van Duyn, James
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iSix Mile Run.
Dliyb» Frederick
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Pcrrme, JohnW.
Perrine, James
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Snedeker, Jacob
Snedeker, Garret
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Stults, Henry
Van Dome, Cornelius

Wyckofi» John
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Brown, Joseph

Briton, Nathaniel

Bergen, John I.^

Bastedo, Wm. •

Dean, JohnA»
Hull, James
Kerr, Aaron
Morris, Moses
Mershon, Robert

Mershon, William
Scott, lUchard

Cross Roads.
Corteiyou, Wm. •

Griggs, Derrick
Snedeker, Abm*
Slover, James
Sieve r, Richard
'I'erhune, Isaac

Updike, Jacob

Vanpelt, Ruben
; I
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Vanpclt, Joliii

Vanpelt, Sarah

VVcUicrali, Sarah

Baker, Thomas
Edgar, William
Marsh, John C.

Oliver, jun. Joseph

Voorhces, John
Williams, Elias

fTesuFieU.
Baker, William
Clark, William

Dunham, John
Downer, Jan. Samuel
Elmer, Doc. PhiUmm
Mufbh, Ezekiel

Picton, Rev. Thomas
Scudder, Abraham C*

Sprii^ FteU.
Bemiet, John
Parsil, William

Sui&n, Doc. Daniel

Williams, Rev. Gersiiam

WoodniiF, Caleb
fFoodbridge.

Brewster, Saiuucl

Bonor, Josei)h

Brewster, Sally

Cook, Rev. Hemy
Inslee, John
Roe, Rev. Azel
Ross, Ro!:)crt

Thomal, Benjamin
Thompson, William
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;R|anmng, Naiiiani^l

Perrine, Daniel

Somervillcm

Brokaw, John

Dumont, Peter

M'Donald, George
Hairiot, John
La ToureUe, Daiiid

Stewart, Alxl

Talmage, Thomas
Talmafe, <joyn
Tunison, PhiGp'

Taylor, Willct

Vredenburgh, Rev. J. S.

VanDeventer, Cornelius

Veghtr, Ryneer
Whitehead, Dairiet

Whitehead, Isaac

Piscataway.

, John

Campbell, Benajah

Dunham^ BarziUd
Field, Jeremiah L
Field, Dennis
Mundy, Aaron
Mundy, Jamed
Martin, Janathan

Ross, Edward
Smith, Hezekiah

Underdunk, John
Ten Eick, Jeremiah F«

VanDcventer, Peter

Bound Brook.

Cook, Doc. Ambrose
Harriot, Alfordl*

Linburger, Johii

MoUison, Joseph

Koss^ Joseph



^ subscribek!^ names. •

VanDeveiiter, Jeremiali Page, Benjamiii
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Van Deventer, Jacob

Van Duyn, Wnii
Williains, Lewis

JBa^kuigndge.

Finley. Rev* Robert
HiU, John

Mcndham
Armstrong, Rrv. Amzi
Castner, Jacob R.
Drake, Ebentzer
Nevius, Joseph

Stewart, George
Chatha in.

Brant, Bonnel R»
Carter, Eliaa

Osbum, David L.
lVn>>on, Ebent'zcr C.

Perrine, Rev. M. La Rue
Sayrcs, Peter

Thopson, Chiles

Baldwin, WiiliamP.
Brown, Job

Condit, Samuel
^

Conditfjuiu Daniel

Guildersleves, £zra
Harrison, Abraham
Hillyer, Rev. Asa
Peck, James
Fierson, Isaac

Quimby, Hiram
Williams, Timothy

Newark.
Boudinot, Elisha

Crane, D. D.
Grumman, William

Seaiit^,

Wright, John
Elizabeth' Toxvtu

.Chetwood, Wm»
Freeman, Peter ^

Cameeticut FarmSk
Clark, John
Thorn nson, R'*\ . Stcpheji

Bridge 2 own.
Meeker, Jonathan

New Columbia*

Turvcy, David
iMxvrence's-Brook.

Corueil, Rule!

Cornell, Cornelius

Dehart, Gilbert

Ryder, B'^rnardus

Ten Mile Bun.
Cortelyou, Elbert

Cortelyou, Jacob
Quick, Peter

Cranberry Neck
Duncan, John
Kerr, Samuel

Maehepomx*
Mount, Taj lor

Rue, John

Spotswood.

Mercereau, David
Smith David
Smith, Stephen

Sourland*

Huff, Isaac

Kershow, George
Staats, Gitty
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Harlingen.

' Lukigh, Rev^ Petcp

i • I Pleasant Plam9.
i^aimon^ Rev. J.'S.

PuixliQ, Wm.
Suydam» Joseph
KeviuSf John P*

NeviuBy Albert
NeviuSi David
Voorheesj Jaques
Voorhees, JohnM.
Voorhees, Cornelius

Millville.

Beekman, Jacob
Van DorUi Jacob

^^tg^S"^ Town.
Hogaland, Christopher
PerleCy Abraham
Simonson, Cornelius
Staats, John R«
Vehgte, Mary
Wyckoff, Garret

Middlehufih,

Hoi^land, ilenty

Poiliemus, CiLirret

Probasco, Frederick
Vvin Liew John F.

Vtin Liew, Jercniiah

Van Liew, i«lUzubeth

SLiiSCRlBERS NAMESr """^

V •

Van Liewy Demuce ^

Van Dom, Cornelius ^ »

Wyckoff, Simon * '
'

Rocky HilL .

Cru8er» Frederick
iingaton.

Comfort] Rev. David
Princeton,

Anderson* Stephen h*
Bogartf Peter
Bayard, Samuel
Fyler, Jared D. '

Griggs, Matthew
'Goldsmith, Charles
Ncvius, John L.

• Nicholson, Samuel
Smith, Dl) L« D. Rev.S.S.
Sipson, Manly
Voorhees, Henry
Wilson, John Su .

Shannatk.

Hogland, Herman
Peterson, Rulef
Kowland, John
Smith, Rev. Willi^im

Vanarsdulen, Philip

Vanarsdalen, Isaac

Voorhees, Garret

V&n Deripei John

SCATTERING.
Jifm ]ivan, James
Crawioiil, Thomas, 6

ClinKun, William
Coolijciii^h, John
Ditvis, Rev. Heury Lryon
Finlcy, Doct. James L- B.

Flovd, Rev. L. F.

Fuller, Thomas
Fraser, -Frederick

Foresman) Sarah
Henderson) Alexander
Hayes, William
Howard, Thomas
Hood, Rev. Thomas

Ives, Suiviuel B.

Kirth, Rev. Dr. Isaac b.GOcop.

iVrNair, JMariha

Mann, Margaret
M^Cluse, Roan
Pennington, Hyland B.
Smith, Austin
Snoddy, Roberti 6
Torbert, Elizabeth

Tanner^ Joseph
Vanvol, Doct. Robeit
Wilson^ Hugh
Worcester, Rev* Leonari
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